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Modern  concept  of  history 'mairk^  it  as  ^tfie  record  ot  achievements 
of  men  in  arts,  science,  industry,  government ,  the  professions,  in 
short  in  whatever  field  of  work  one  may  be  busy  accomplishing 
progress  for  the  good  of  his  fellow  men.  It  was  the  old  idea  that 
history  must  concern  heroics,  royalty,  or  those  close  to  royalty,  at 
war  or  in  pageant  display.  In  the  spirit  of  an  age  that  recognizes 
that  the  human  race  is  advanced  by  the  earnest,  peaceful  efforts  of 
many  constructive  workers  in  many  lines,  I  have  marked  the  title  of 
the  series  of  volumes  of  which  this  is  the  first,  “History  Makers  of 
Connecticut”.  The  men  with  whom  this  title  deals  are  workers 
through  whom  our  state  has  been  kept  in  the  forefront  of  great 
progress.  In  this  modern  viewpoint,  then,  this  title  is  not  blatant. 

I  am  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and,  as  a  newspaper  man,  1  have 
lived  my  life  among  its  men  with  an  ever  growing  admiration  of  their 
accomplishments. 

This  is  an  age  of  great  industrial  production.  Numberless  are 
the  things  that  have  been  established  as  necessities  in  the  lives  of  the 
multitude.  In  this  era  of  prime  economic  importance  of  manufactur¬ 
ing,  Connecticut  holds  an  outstanding  leadership.  It  is  to  be  ex¬ 
pected,  then,  that  a  .biographical  record  of  this  state  will  naturally 
deal  with  many  men  who  have  been  keeping  it  moving  in  the  van¬ 
guard  of  this  industrial  leadership. 

In  education,  the  healing  arts,  law,  finance,  the  fine  arts,  and  in 
many  other  fields  of  working  endeavor,  Connecticut  stands  second  to 
no  other  commonwealth.  Representatives  of  all  these  divisions 
of  effort  are  to  be  found  in  these  volumes.  By  no  means  is  the  work 
complete.  It  does  not  purport  to  have  included  all  men  of  achieve¬ 
ment  in  the  state.  Humbly  it  is  presented  with  a  conviction  that 
even  a  partial  record  is  better  than  that  there  should  not  be  readily 
available  such  important  facts  concerning  the  lives  of  many  Connect¬ 
icut  leaders  as  are  here  given. 

In  the  task  of  preparation  of  the  material  in  these  volumes  I 
have  had  encouragement  and  assistance  from  an  advisory  board 
whose  names  are  listed  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  lo  these  men  I 
here  express  a  deep  sense  of  indebtedness  since  without  their  loyal 
support  and  that  of  the  men  here  written  about  the  task  could  not 

have  been  accomplished. 


Waterbury,  Connecticut, 
August  81,  1929. 


E.  Robert  Stevenson 
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HON.  JOHN  H.  TRUMBULL 


HON.  JOHN  H.  TRUMBULL,  sixty-eighth  governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Connecticut,  manufacturer,  and  man  of  affairs,  was 
born  March  4,  1873,  at  Ashford,  Connecticut,  one  of  seven  sons  of 
Hugh  II.  and  Mary  Ann  Trumbull,  natives  of  Ulster,  Ireland,  and  of 
Scotch  descent,  the  ancestral  line  dating  back  to  1792  in  Edinburgh. 
His  parents  removed  to  America  in  1870  and  established  a  home  near 
Windsor,  but  soon  moved  to  Plainville  where  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  and  attended  school  during 
his  childhood. 

He  early  manifested  an  interest  in  electricity  and  secured  his  first 
employment  with  the  Eddy  Electric  Company  of  Windsor,  mastering 
every  phase  of  the  business  and  carrying  on  considerable  experimental 
work  meanwhile.  For  a  brief  period  he  was  an  electrical  contractor 
in  Hartford,  but  in  1898  returned  to  Plainville  where,  together  with  his 
brother,  Henry,  and  Frank  Wheeler,  he  established  an  electrical 
business  and  organized  the  Trumbull  Electric  Company  with  a  capital 
of  $2,000,  the  first  plant  being  a  small,  one  story  wooden  building  in 
which  they  began  the  manufacture  of  electrical  rosettes.  The 
business  gained  headway  and  the  capital  was  increased  to  $5,000. 
While  it  was  successful  at  first,  difficulties  were  soon  encountered  and 
the  three  young  men  at  times  had  no  easy  task  in  keeping  their  craft 
afloat.  They  divided  the  labor,  John  PI.  Trumbull  taking  care  of  the 
outside  purchasing  field,  with  Henry  Trumbull  co-ordinating  the 
plant’s  various  departments,  while  Frank  Wheeler  took  charge  of  the 
shop.  The  company  soon  became  involved  in  a  patent  suit  which, 
while  it  was  won  by  the  company,  caused  such  a  heavy  expense  that 
the  partners  were  discouraged  almost  to  the  point  of  defeat.  Pluck 
and  hard  work  won  the  day  finally,  however,  and  the  business  was 
established  on  a  successful  foundation,  i  oday  its  capital  is  $500,000 


although  the  investment  in  the  business  is  several  times  that  amount. 

In  February,  1918,  the  company  became  affiliated  with  the 
General  Electric  Company,  although  remaining  as  an  independent 
unit.  In  1912  the  wooden  buildings  had  been  replaced  by  brick  ones 
and  now  more  than  GOO  employees  are  kept  busy  in  the  large,  modern 
plant.  During  the  war  the  company  furnished  2,216  switchboards 
for  the  emergency  fleet  and  other  war  vessels.  It  has  sales  of  lie  cs  in 
New  York,  Chicago  and  San  Francisco,  with  representatives  in  many 
other  cities  of  the  United  States  and  abroad. 
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In  addition  to  being  the  head  of  the  Trumbull  Electric  Company 
Governor  Trumbull  is  also  president  and  a  director  of  the  Hainville 

nriJtolC°d  u.hlm  h<!  alded  'n  °rganizi,l«;  is  a  director  of  the 

Bristol  and  I  lainville  Tramway  Company;  a  director  of  the  Plainville 

Realty  Corporation,  and  a  director  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of 
both  Bristol  and  Plainville. 

Governor  Trumbull  is  the  fourth  of  the  name  of  Trumbull  to 
serve  Connecticut  as  its  chief  executive,  although  he  is  not  related  to 
his  predecessors.  In  November,  1924,  he  was  elected  lieutenant- 
governor.  Hiram  Bingham,  who  had  been  elected  governor,  served 
but  one  day,  as  lie  had  meanwhile  been  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  this  making  the  lieutenant-governor,  governor  of  the  state, 
January  8,  1925.  At  the  conclusion  of  that  term  he  was  elected  to 
that  office  and  was  re-elected  in  1928.  His  administration  is  charac¬ 
terized  by  a  strong  constructive  financial  policy,  and  the  introduction 
of  notable  improvements  in  a  business-like  handling  of  state  affairs. 
For  five  years  previous  to  his  advancement  to  the  highest  office 
within  the  gift  of  the  state  he  was  active  in  politics  and  his  course  has 

won  for  him  the  confidence  and  trust  of  the  public  to  an  imusual 
degree. 

Governor  Trumbull  was  married  November  30,  1903,  to  Miss 
Maude  Pierce  Usher  of  Plainville,  daughter  of  Robert  C.  and  Antoin¬ 
ette  Usher,  representatives  of  old  and  honored  families  of  the  state. 
Two  daughters,  Florence  and  Jean,  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Trumbull.  The  hospitality  of  the  Trumbull  home  is  proverbial. 

He  is  a  32nd  degree  Mason,  a  member  of  Frederick  Lodge,  No. 
14,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Plainville,  is  past  illustrious  potentate  of  Sphinx 
Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Hartford,  is  a  member  pf  the  famous 
Campfire  club,  which  includes  some  of  the  most  distinguished  natural¬ 
ists  and  woodsmen  of  America  and  for  which  he  is  qualified  by  many 
memorable  hunting  trips  in  the  wilds  of  the  West  and  of  Canada, 
handsome  trophies  of  which  now  adorn  his  den. 


Governor  Trumbull's  military  experience  covers  service  as  captain 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Guard  during  the  World  War  when  he 
organized  the  Plainville  company  and  he  was  appointed  chief  of 
ordnance  by  Governor  Templeton.  He  is  now  a  captain  in  the 
Officers’  Reserve  of  the  Connecticut  State  Guard  and  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Putnam  Phalanx. 

He  is  not  only  keenly  interested  in  aviation,  but  is  a  licensed 
operator,  flying  his  own  plane  so  frequently  as  to  be  popularly  known 
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as  the  “flying  governor”.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Colonial 
Air  Transport  designed  to  carry  mails  between  New  York  and  Boston. 
Uliis  company  "was  formed  as  a  Connecticut  corporation  with  the 
governor  as.  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors.  He  is  also  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  Colonial  Western  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Canadian  Colonial  Airways.  He  is  a  director 
in  a  large  manufacturing  company  producing  aircraft  engines  and 
aircraft  and  in  two  local  operating  companies.  As  a  licensed  pilot  he 
holds  a  state  and  federal  license  to  operate  aircraft.  He  has  been 
greatly  interested  in  the  activities  of  the  Forty-Third  Division  Air 
Squadron  and  was  instrumental  in  securing  legislation  enabling  them 
to  put  up  shops  and  hangars  and  improve  their  flying  conditions. 
He  is  a  member  of  several  aeronautical  societies. 

Other  societies  and  organizations  in  which  he  holds  membership 
include  the  Hartford  Gun  club;  the  Farmington  Country  club;  the 
Hartford  club;  the  Shuttle  Meadow  club  of  New  Britain;  the  American 
Ornitological  Union;  the  Aero  club  of  Hartford;  the  American  Trap¬ 
shooting  Association;  the  Associated  Manufacturers  of  Electrical 
Supplies  of  New  York,  of  which  he  has  served  as  governor;  and  he  is 
a  director  of  the  Connecticut  Children’s  Aid  Society.  He  does  much 
unostentatious  work  for  benevolence. 

As  a  citizen,  an  industrialist  and  a  representative  of  the  people 
in  public  life  Governor  John  II.  Trumbull,  the  former  farmer  boy  of 
Plainville,  has  done  much  to  make  history  in  Connecticut,  and  as  he  is 
in  the  prime  of  life  much  may  be  expected  from  him  in  the  future, 
judging  from  his  achievements  of  the  past. 
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GEORGE  PAYNE  McLEAN 


GEORGE  PAYNE  McLEAN,  who  completed  almost  a  half 
century  of  public  service  to  his  native  state  when  he  retired  as  a 
member  of  the  United  States  senate  from  Connecticut  at  the  close  of 
the  70th  Congress,  March  4,  1929,  has  earned  a  well  deserved  place 
among  the  foremost  Connecticut  history  makers  of  his  time.  He 
now  makes  his  home  at  his  beautiful  country  residence  in  Simsbury 
where,  to  use  his  own  description,  he  finds  pleasure  and  relaxation  as  a 
“dirt  farmer.” 

Ex-Senator  McLean  was  born  in  Simsbury,  Connecticut,  October 
7,  1857,  the  son  of  Dudley  B.  and  Mary  (Payne)  McLean.  His 
father  was  a  prosperous  and  influential  farmer  and  his  grandfather, 
the  Rev.  Allan  McLean,  was  for  50  years  the  pastor  of  the  Simsbury 
Congregational  church,  the  ancestry  extending  back  to  Colonial  days. 
His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Solomon  Payne,  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  Windham  county,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  Governor 
William  Bradford  and  Captain  John  Mason. 

George  P.  McLean  attended  the  public  schools  of  Simsbury  and 
graduated  from  the  Hartford  High  school.  He  joined  the  reportorial 
staff  of  the  Hartford  Post  and  after  two  years  of  excellent  service  as  a 
newspaper  man  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Henry  C.  Robinson  to 
study  law.  During  this  time  he  supported  himself  by  keeping  books 
for  Trinity  college  and  in  1881  lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  1883, 
two  years  after  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  but  six  years  after  he 
had  left  High  school  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  town  of  Simsbury 
in  the  state  House  of  Representatives  on  the  Republican  ticket.  He 
soon  won  a  place  of  prominence  in  the  General  Assembly.  As  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  on  state’s  prisons  he  prepared  a  bill  which 
created  the  present  board  of  pardons.  He  was  made  clerk  of  that 
board,  serving  until  he  became  governor  of  the  state. 

In  1885  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Harrison  a  member  of  the 
commission  to  revise  the  statutes  of  the  state.  The  same  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  state  senate  representing  the  third  district  and  his 
ability  and  energy  soon  made  him  a  leader  in  that  body.  In  1890  he 
was  a  candidate  for  secretary  of  state  but  this  was  the  year  of  the 
famous  “deadlock”  and  he  was  not  elected.  In  1892  President 
Harrison  appointed  him  United  States  Attorney  and  during  the  four 
years  he  held  this  office  he  won  for  the  government  every  criminal 
case  and  lost  but  one  civil  case. 
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In  1900  he  was  nominated  for  governor  by  the  Republican  state 
convention  and  was  elected.  lie  was  inaugurated  January  5,  1901 
and  served  for  the  ensuing  term  of  two  years  with  rare  ability  and 
adding  materially  to  the  brilliant  reputation  he  had  already  attained 
in  public  life. 

In  recognition  of  his  service  to  his  state,  Yale  University  in  1904 
conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  Trinity  College 
conferred  upon  Senator  McLean  the  degree  of  LL.D.  in  June,  1929. 

In  1905  Mr.  McLean  was  a  candidate  for  the  United  States 
senate  but  was  defeated  by  the  late  Frank  B.  Brandagee.  He  was 
elected  by  the  legislature  in  1911,  however,  and  reelected  in  1910  and 
1921  by  the  people.  During  his  eighteen  consecutive  years  in  the 
senate  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of  federal  affairs  which  automatically 
placed  him  in  the  foremost  rank  of  senatorial  leadership.  The 
Senator’s  speeches  on  important  subjects  wrere  always  given  close 
attention  by  his  colleagues  and  in  Washington,  as  in  Connecticut,  he 
fully  justified  Judge  John  II.  Ferry’s  characterization  of  his 
message  to  the  Constitutional  convention  in  1901  as  unsurpassed  in 
our  legislative  history  for  classic  diction.  Ilis  numerous  speeches  on 
the  all  important  subjects  of  agricultural  relief,  the  world  court  and 
on  other  potential  matters,  commanded  the  respect  and  admiration  of 
not  only  his  fellow  statesmen  but  of  the  American  press  and  public 
generally. 

As  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Banking  and  Currency,  which 
position  he  held  for  eight  years,  his  service  to  the  country  was  of 
inestimable  value  and  his  work  on  the  committees  on  Finance, 
Foreign  Relationship  and  Manufactures,  being  chairman  of  the  latter, 
was  most  creditable.  Particularly  notable  was  his  service  in  arrang¬ 
ing  amendments  to  the  Federal  Reserve  Act. 

Senator  McLean,  despite  his  influential  part  in  weightier  legisla¬ 
tion,  takes  particular  pride  in  his  measure  for  the  protection  of 
migratory  game  birds,  a  sentimental  interest  which  undoubtedly 
finds  root  in  his  country  boyhood  days. 

His  decision  to  retire  was  received  with  sincere  regret  all  over 
the  state  and  the  Republican  state  convention  passed  a  resolution 
requesting  him  to  reconsider,  but  Senator  McLean  felt  the  necessity 
for  private  life  imperative. 
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FREDERIC  COLLIN  WALCOTT 


HON.  FREDERIC  COLLIN  WALCOTT,  United  States 
senator  of  Connecticut,  was  born  February  19,  I860,  at  New  York 
Mills,  New  York.  His  father,  William  Stuart  Walcott,  was  a 
prominent  manufacturer  and  banker  of  New  York  Mills  and  Utica, 
New  York,  an  honored  and  respected  citizen  thereof.  His  mother 
was  a  sister  of  William  II.  Welch,  a  celebrated  scientist  at  John 
Hopkins  university.  His  ancestry  on  his  father’s  side  is  English;  on 
his  mother’s  side,  French -Huguenot.  The  descendants  on  the 
paternal  side  of  the  family  have  been  actively  identified  in  the  field 
of  industry  and  finance  and  on  the  maternal  side,  they  have  been 
professional  men,  chiefly  doctors. 

Frederic  Collin  Walcott  was  graduated  from  Andover  academy 
in  1887,  preparatory  to  his  entrance  into  Yale  college,  being  grad¬ 
uated  from  Yale  in  1891  with  degree  of  B.  A.,  subsequently  having 
conferred  upon  him  the  degrees  M.  A.  at  Yale,  M.  A.  at  Wesleyan 
university  and  Doctor  of  Science  by  Trinity  college.  Immediately 
after  completing  his  college  career,  he  associated  himself  with  the 
cotton  manufacturing  business  under  the  direction  of  his  father, 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  New  York  Mills,  located  at  New  York 
Mills,  New  York.  He  was  the  fifth  generation  to  become  president  of 
the  old  family  concern,  the  oldest  and  one  of  the  largest  cotton  manu¬ 
facturing  establishments  in  New  York  state.  After  several  years’ 
experience  in  manufacturing,  he  entered  the  financial  field  and  shortly 
thereafter  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  reorganization  committee  of 
the  Knickerbocker  Trust  company.  Subsequently  he  became  first 
vice  president  and  partner  in  the  firm  of  Win.  P.  Bonbright  &  Com¬ 
pany,  of  New  York;  president  of  the  Dunlop  Tire  and  Rubber  Com¬ 
pany  and  a  director  in  numerous  other  manufacturing  and  public 
utility  corporations.  He  retired  from  active  business  in  1923  to 
accept  a  position  as  president  of  the  Connecticut  board  of  fisheries 
and  game.  Later  he  was  made  commissioner  of  forest  and  wild 
life,  president  of  the  state  water  commission,  state  senator  for  two 
terms,  during  which  he  was  chairman  of  the  finance  committee  and 
president  pro-tempore  of  the  senate  in  his  second  term,  lie  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  senate  in  November,  1928. 

During  the  World  War  Senator  Walcott  organized  the  relief 
for  Poland,  securing  the  money  for  this  work  from  the  Rockefeller 
Foundation.  He  was  actively  associated  with  Herbert  Hoover  in 
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Belgian  relief  work  and  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  United  States 
Food  administration  upon  its  inception  in  the  spring  of  1917,  remain¬ 
ing  with  it  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  ordered  tu  France  by 
President  Wilson  for  the  Peace  Conference  and  received  the  Cross 
of  the  Legion  of  Honor  from  France  and  the  Officers’  Cross  from 
Poland  in  recognition  of  relief  work  accomplished  during  the  war. 

Ilis  club  and  other  affiliations  are  as  follows:  Member  of  Univer¬ 
sity  club,  Century  club  of  New  York  city,  Graduates  club  of  New 
Haven,  Metropolitan  club,  and  Burning  Tree  club  of  Washington, 
D.  C.  He  is  a  trustee  of  Walcott  Memorial  Presbyterian  church  of 
New  York  Mills,  member  of  the  Norfolk  Congregational  church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  His  recreations  are  exploration  and 
natural  history 

Senator  Walcott  was  married  to  Mary  Hussey  Guthrie,  daughter 
of  Alexander  Murray  Guthrie,  iron  and  steel  manufacturer,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Alexander  Guthrie  Walcott  and  William 
Welch  Walcott. 

Residence:  Norfolk,  Connecticut.  Business  address:  U.  S. 
Senate,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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GEORGE  MORRIS  WOODRUFF 


at  ZrRMS  WOODRUFF,  lawyer  and  financier,  born 
at  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  March  3rd,  1830,  is  the  son  of  George 

Catlrn  and  Henrietta  S.  (Seymour)  Woodruff.  The  family  ancestry 
male  side,  dates  back  to  1038,  when  one  of  the  forefathers,  Matthew 
Woodruff,  accompanied  the  Reverend  Thomas  Hooker  from  the 
county  of  Surrey,  m  England,  to  Hartford.  The  later  generations  of 
the  Woodruffs  have  been  devotees  of  the  legal  profession  as  far  back 
as  can  be  remembered.  Mr.  Woodruff’s  father  acquired  considerable 
distinction  as  a  lawyer,  and  in  the  course  of  his  life-history  was  post¬ 
master  in  the  town  of  Litchfield,  a  colonel  of  the  Connecticut  state 
militia,  a  judge  of  probate,  representative  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
his  State,  and  also  m  the  National  Congress,  besides  lidding  many 
local  offices.  He  was  recognized  generally  by  all  who  know  him  as  a 
man  of  integrity,  fearlessness,  and  kindly  disposition  in  his  attitude 
towards  others.  The  ancestors  of  the  Connecticut  Woodruffs, 
generally,  while  without  any  special  distinction  in  advance  of  other 
men,  were  gifted  with  the  good  fortune  of  always  satisfactorily  dis¬ 
charging  the  various  duties  committed  to  them,  both  public  and 
private. 


George  Morris  Woodruff  passed  the  earlier  period  of  his  life  in 
the  country,  and  with  a  vigorous  body  and  mind,  he  found  no  difficulty 
in  acquiring  an  education.  He  had  the  advantage  of  a  preparatory 
course  of  scholarship  at  Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts. 
Upon  the  completion  of  his  studies  there  in  1853,  he  entered  Yale 
college,  graduating  in  1857.  Following  this  he  studied  law  with  his 
father  for  one  year  and  then  put  in  a  year  of  study  at  the  Harvard 
law  school. 

Judge  Woodruff  married  Elizabeth  Ferris  Parsons,  June  13,  I860, 
a  union  from  which  came  three  children,  George  Catlin,  Eliza  W.,  now 
Mrs.  Alexander  McNeill,  and  James  P.  Woodruff.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  now  residing  in  the  town  of  Litchfield,  Connecticut, 
where  he  first  engaged  in  practice  as  a  lawyer,  about  a  year  previous 
to  his  marriage,  or  immediately  after  he  graduated  from  the  Harvard 
law  school.  J udge  Woodruff  in  tracing  the  influences  that  contributed 
to  his  success  speaks  of  home  culture  and  admonitions,  strengthened 
by  private  study  beyond  the  regular  curriculum  of  school  and  college, 
and  an  early  intermingling  with  men  of  note  in  various  fields  of  work. 
In  addition  to  the  honors  which  lie  won  in  the  law,  there  have  come  to 
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him  appointments  to  responsible  positions  in  other  fields.  He  was 
made  president  of  the  Litchfield  Savings  Society  in  1859,  and  in  1899 
he  became  president  of  the  First  National  bank  of  Lite!  .field  He 
was  treasurer  of  the  Litchfield  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  from 
1885  to  1902,  when  he  was  elected  president. 

He  has  filled  with  ability  various  civil  and  political  offices,  still 
retaining  the  administration  of  some  of  these.  In  1863  he  had  the 
honor  of  appointment  as  commissioner  to  the  Universal  Exposition  at 
Hamburg;  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  state  board  of  education 
during  the  years  1865-1877,  railroad  commissioner  from  1874  to  1897, 
and  represented  his  town  in  the  General  Assembly  for  three  terms 
during  the  periods  between  1863  and  1872. 

Since  1860  he  has  been  town  treasurer  of  Litchfield,  and  was 
judge  of  the  probate  court  at  Litchfield,  from  the  year  1868  until 
retiled  by  the  constitutional  limit  of  age.  He  was  also  town  clerk 
for  several  years. 


Content  to  round  out  the  period  of  his  life  in  civil  avocations, 
Judge  Woodruff  has  never  been  in  the  military  or  naval  service.  In 
politics  he  has  always  been  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
his  religion  he  adheres  to  the  tenets  of  the  Congregational  church. 
His  pleasures  and  main  recreations  have  been  in  his  work,  though 
portions  of  his  time  are  spent  in  attendance  upon  several  prominent 
societies  of  which  he  is  a  member.  These  include  The  American  Bar 
Association,  Phi  Upsilon  fraternity,  the  Litchfield  County  University 
Club,  the  Litchfield  Historical  Society,  the  Connecticut  Civil  Service 
Association,  the  American  Historical  Association,  the  Archaeological 


Institute  of  America,  and  a  few  others. 

Mention  of  Judge  Woodruff's  career  finds  place  in  “The  Judicial 
and  Civil  History  of  Connecticut,”  in  a  volume  of  “Sketches  of 
Representative  Men  in  Connecticut”,  “Universities  and  Their  Sons”, 
in  1900,  and  in  other  publications  relating  chiefly  to  men  of  Connect¬ 
icut  who  have  served  with  distinction  sufficient  in  value  to  have  their 
names  recorded  among  the  perpetual  annals  of  their  Sta,te. 
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SCHUYLER  MERRITT 


SCHUYLER  MERRITT,  representative  from  the  fourth 
district  of  Connecticut  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  chairman 
of  the  board  of  the  Yale  &  Towne  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Stamford,  with  which  concern  he  lias  been  identified  since  1877, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Eirst  Stamford-National  bank  and 
actively  associated  as  an  executive  in  financial,  industrial  and  utility 
activities  in  Stamford  for  more  than  half  a  century,  was  born  in  New 
Yrork  City  on  December  16,  1853,  and  was  taken  with  his  family  in 
1855  to  Stamford  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  a  sen  of  Matthew 
Franklin  Merritt  who  was  born  in  1815  and  died  in  1896,  and  of  Maria 
Shaw  Merritt  born  1821,  died  1902.  Schuyler  Merritt  is  a  direct 
descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Thomas  Merritt  who 
purchased  a  farm  in  Wethersfield  in  1662  and  later  moved  to  Rye, 
New  York,  in  1673,  from  which  center  the  family  has  spread  in  various 
directions,  achieving  success  in  affairs  of  state,  finance,  industry,  the 
arts  and  professions. 

Schuyler  Merritt  was  educated  at  a  private  preparatory  school, 
entered  Yale  in  1869,  being  graduated  in  1873.  He  remained  at 
Yale  for  a  post  graduate  year.  He  then  entered  Columbia  Law 
school,  being  graduated  therefrom  in  1876  and  was  admitted  to  the 
New  York  Bar. 


In  1877  he  became  connected  with  the  Yale  Lock  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Stamford,  the  name  of  which  was  afterwards  changed  to 
the  Yale  &  Towne  Manufacturing  Company.  In  1878  he  was 
elected  secretary  of  that  company  and  later  was  advanced  to  the 
position  of  general  manager  in  charge  of  all  sales  and  from  1898  to 
1902  was  the  treasurer  of  the  company.  He  then  became  vice 
president  and  on  the  death  of  Henry  R.  Towne  was  chosen  chairman 
of  the  board,  which  office  he  now  occupies.  In  1905  Mr.  Merritt  was 
elected  president  of  the  Stamford  National  bank,  which  in  1919  was 
consolidated  with  the  Eirst  National  bank  under  the  title  of  the  First 
Stamford-National  bank,  now  one  of  the  leading  financial  institutions 
of  the  state.  He  continued  as  president  of  the  combined  banks  for  a 
short  time  and  was  then  elected  chairman  of  the  board  which  position 
he  still  holds.  Mr.  Merritt  is  also  identified  with  other  large  corpo¬ 
rations  and  activities,  being  vice-president  of  the  Stamford  Gas  and 


Electric  Company,  and  president  of  the  Ferguson  Library,  also  of  the 
Family  Welfare  Society  and  of  the  Stamford  Children’s  Home.  He 
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takes  a  keen  interest  in  civic  welfare  and  also  in  philanthropic  and 
charitable  work. 

During  the  World  war  he  was  active  in  assisting  the  government 
in  placing  Liberty  Loan  bonds  and  he  was  chosen  as  chairman  of  the 
first  Liberty  Loan  committee.  lie  participated  actively  in  the 
numerous  drives  and  patriotic  campaigns  in  his  district  and  was 
instrumental  in  raising  large  sums  of  money  for  the  government 
during  the  war.  For  nearly  fifty  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
vestry  of  St.  Johns  Episcopal  church  of  Stamford,  of  which  lie  is  now 
the  senior  warden. 

Schuyler  Merritt  was  first  elected  in  1917  as  a  representative 
from  the  fourth  district  of  Connecticut  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  has  been  re-elected  at  every  subsequent  election  to  the 
present  writing.  Beginning  writh  his  second  term  he  was  made  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce,  and 
has  continued  with  that  committee  ever  since.  He  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  transportation  and  other  problems  which  come 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  Merritt  was  married  on  October  21,  1879  to  Miss  Frances 
Hoyt  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters,  Louise  Hoyt  Merritt, 
born  in  1880,  and  Dr.  Katharine  Krom  Merritt,  born  in  1886.  Mrs. 
Merritt  and  both  of  her  daughters  are  graduates  of  Vassar  college. 

The  Merritt  home  is  in  Stamford. 
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WILLIAM  LINCOLN  HIGGINS,  M.D. 


WILLIAM  LINCOLN  HIGGINS,  M.  IX,  secretary  of  state  for 
Connecticut  and  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  Tolland  County,  was 
born,  March  8,  1867,  at  Chesterfield,  Massachusetts,  the  son  of 
Martin  Luther  Higgins  and  Elizabeth  Susan  (Hayden)  Higgins,  both 
of  English  and  Colonial  American  ancestry.  On  the  paternal  side  Dr. 
Higgins  is  a  descendent  of  William  Higgins,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war,  his  ancestors  in  this  country  coming  from  Bridgewater, 
Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts. 

He  is  also  a  descendant  of  the  Todd  family,  prominent  in  Connec¬ 
ticut  affairs,  which  is  traced  back  to  William  Todd,  whose  marriage 
to  Isabell  Rogerson,  September  24,  1592,  is  recorded  on  the  register 
of  the  parish  church  in  Pontefract,  England.  The  progenitor  of  this 
family  in  Connecticut  was  Christopher  Todd,  who  married  Grace 
Middlebrook  and  came  to  New  Haven  in  April,  1637.  Rev.  Asa  Todd, 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  born  in  New  Haven,  is  of  this 
family. 

Martin  Luther  Higgins,  the  father  of  Dr.  Higgins,  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  an  outstanding  man  in  his  community,  serving  as 
selectman  and  treasurer  of  his  native  town  at  various  times.  Dr. 
Higgins’  mother,  before  her  marriage,  was  a  school  teacher. 

Dr.  Higgins  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Chesterfield  and  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  and  took  an  elective 
course  at  Deerfield  Academy  at  Deerfield,  Massachusetts.  He 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  the  City 
of  New  York  in  1890  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  began  the  practice 
of  medicine  at  Willington,  Connecticut,  May  1,  1890,  removing  to 
South  Coventry  in  the  same  state,  September  6,  1891,  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

Dr.  Higgins  has  been  connected  with  various  business  associations 
and  interests  in  addition  to  caring  for  his  large  practice  as  a  physician. 
He  was  a  director  and  treasurer  of  the  Horseshoe  Park  Agricultural 
Association  of  Willimantic  for  several  years;  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  South  Coventry  Water  Supply  Company  and  a  director  for 
many  years;  a  director  and  former  president  of  South  Coventry  Paper 
Company,  and  he  has  been  identified  with  other  business  concerns 

of  his  community. 

He  has  been  medical  examiner  for  the  coroner  for  37  years  and 
health  officer  for  over  30  years.  He  is  an  examiner  for  over  a  dozen 
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insurance  companies.  In  addition  to  liis  activities  of  a  professional 
and  business  nature,  Dr.  Higgins  lias  found  time  to  serve  liis  com¬ 
munity  in  various  town  offices,  including  that  of  first  selectman  for  the 
past  12  years.  He  served  two  four-year  terms  as  county  commissioner 
for  Tolland  county  and  was  recently  elected  unanimously  for  a  third 
term.  He  was  for  seven  years  a  trustee  of  the  Colony  for  Epileptics 
and  secretary  of  the  board. 

As  the  occupant  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  Dr.  Higgins 
finds  himself  in  familiar  surroundings,  having  had  ample  opportunity 
to  get  acquainted  with  the  State  Capitol  during  long  service  in  the 
General  Assembly.  He  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  in  the  sessions  of  1005,  1907,  1917,  1919,  1921,  1925  and  1927 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  in  the  sessions  of  1909.  During  his 
first  tliree  terms  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Humane 
Institutions  and  the  remaining  five  he  was  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Health  and  Safety.  He  was  elected  Secretary  of 
State  for  a  term  of  two  years  in  November,  1928. 

During  the  World  War  Dr.  Higgins  was  a  sergeant  in  the  Nathan 
Hale  Home  Guard  and  for  a  time  the  clerk  of  the  company.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  legal  Advisory  board  for  the  23rd  district  and  also 
assisted  in  examining  all  of  the  men  drafted  in  this  district.  He  served 
as  surgeon  under  Major  Flynn  at  the  Students’  Training  Corps  at  the 
Connecticut  Agricultural  College  and  was  active  in  the  many  war 
time  efforts  of  his  community. 

Organizations  of  which  Dr.  Higgins  is  a  member  include  the 
following:  [Member  and  ex-president  of  the  Tolland  County  Medical 
Association;  member  and  ex-president  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Medical  Society;  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association;  the 
National  and  Subordinate  Granges;  the  Raid  Headed  Club  of  America 
the  Men’s  Social  club  of  South  Coventry;  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  Lodge  1311,  Willimantic;  the  American  Legion,  Earl 
W.  Green  Post,  South  Coventry;  the  American  Road  Builders  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  32nd  degree  Mason,  Blue  Lodge  at  Merrow  Uriel,  No. 
24;  Olive  Branch  Council  No.  10;  Trinity  Chapter,  No.  9;  St.  Johns 
Commandery,  No.  1 1,  all  of  Willimantic;  and  Connecticut  Consistory, 
S.  P.  R.  S.,  Valley  of  Norwich.  lie  is  also  a  member  of  the  A.  A.  O. 
U.  M.  S.  Sphinx  Temple,  Hartford.  He  is  president  of  the  Booth- 
Dimock  Memorial  Library  Association  and  is  a  member  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution.  He  is  a  member  and  trustee  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  South  Coventry. 
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In  politics  Dr.  Higgins  is  a  Republican.  His  recreation  consists 
of  hunting  and  fishing  and  he  is  interested  in  all  out  door  sports. 

October  8,  1890,  Dr.  Higgins  married  Miss  Annah  J.  Clapp, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Clapp  of  Northampton,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Two  daughters  have  been  born  of  this  union :  (1)  Ruth  Amelia, 
married  William  Augustus  Tyler  Cassedy,  2nd.,  of  Eultonville,  New 
York,  October  16,  1915;  children:  William  Augustus  Tyler  Cassedy, 
3rd.,  born  May  22,  1918;  James  Higgins  Cassedy,  born  October  11, 
1919;  David  Spencer  Cassedy,  born  November  9,  1922.  (2)  Ruby 
Elizabeth  married  Le  Roy  Carrier  Brown  of  New  Britain,  Con¬ 
necticut,  September  9, 1924:  children:  Le  Roy,  Carrier  Brown,  Jr.,  born 
November  16,1925  ;Roderick  Higgins  Brown,  born  November  22,1928. 
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ROBBINS  BATTELL  STOECKEL 


ROBBINS  BATTELL  STOECKEL  in  the  period  of  12  years  in 
which  he  has  served  the  state  of  Connecticut  as  commissioner  of 
motor  vehicles  has  made  a  record  that  has  not  only  won  respect  in 
the  state,  but  far  beyond  its  borders.  With  the  tremendous  growth 
in  the  number  of  motor  vehicles  now  registered  in  this  state  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  number  in  June,  1917,  when  he  first  assumed  his 
duties  as  commissioner,  have  come  pyramiding  responsibilities  which 
he  has  assumed  with  ever  increasing  strength.  There  has  been  no 
mere  routine  handling  of  the  work  of  this  department.  J\Ir.  Stoeckel 
has  reached  beyond  its  ordinary  responsibilities  to  study  ways  and 
means  of  reducing  accidents  that  have  destroyed  life  and  property  on 
the  highways.  The  causes  of  accidents  have  been  carefully  studied 
and  he  has  worked  out  plans  not  only  for  regulating  the  movement  of 
vehicles  over  our  roads  but  for  educating  drivers  that  there  may  be 
safer  and  saner  use  of  vehicles  on  Connecticut  highways.  It  was  in 
special  recognition  of  this  service  that  Trinity  College  in  1955  and 
Yale  University  in  1958  conferred  upon  Mr.  Stoeckel  the  honorary 
degree  of  master  of  arts. 

Mr.  Stoeckel  was  born  in  New  Haven,  September  50, 1875,  where 
his  father,  Gustave  J.  Stoeckel,  as  organist  of  Yale  about  1848  to  1896, 
won  distinction.  His  father  was  a  composer  and  orchestral  leader 
and  it  was  he  who  organized  the  department  of  music  at  the  univer¬ 
sity,  being  the  first  professor  of  music  there  Well  known  for  his 
musical  attainments  and  compositions,  the  elder  Stoeckel  was  given 
an  honorary  degree  at  Yale  in  1864.  During  his  half  century  of 
connection  with  Yale  he  was  instructor  in  the  organ  and  choir-master. 
The  family  came  from  Bavaria,  the  father  from  Maikammer,  and  the 
mother  (Matilda  Wehner),  from  Landstulil.  Both  migrated  before 

1849. 

Mr.  Stoeckel  prepared  for  college  at  the  Hopkins  Grammar 
School  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1889.  He  entered  Yale  where 
he  won  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  1893.  Following  this  Mr.  Stoeckel 
studied  law  at  the  New  York  Law  School  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  a  professional  degree  in  1895.  He  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  the  Connecticut  bar  the  following  year. 

During  the  first  years  of  his  law  practice,  Mr.  Stoeckel  was 
associated  as  a  student  for  part  of  every  week  with  lliram  Mills  of 
Hartford.  In  the  office  at  the  same  time,  from  1898  to  1905,  were 
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Herbert  Knox  Smith  and  the  late  Theodore  Lyman.  Practicing  low 
in  Norfolk,  Mr.  Stoeckel  soon  won  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens 
who  elected  him  judge  of  probate  for  the  Norfolk  district  in  1898. 
From  that  time  until  the  present  he  has  been  continuously  re-elected 
to  that  office,  appearing  always  on  both  Republican  and  Democratic 
tickets. 

In  1917  Mr.  Stoeckel  was  a  member  of  the  state  senate  where  he 
was  chairman  of  the  incorporations  committee.  His  first  appoint¬ 
ment  as  motor  vehicles  commissioner  was  made  by  Governor  Holcomb. 
He  was  reappointed  by  Governor  Lake  in  1921  and  by  Governor 
Trumbull  in  1925  and  again  in  1929.  In  1923  he  wras  appointed  one 
of  the  state  police  commission  of  three,  an  office  w  hich  he  held  until 
1927  when  the  commission  gave  w  ay  to  the  establishment  of  a  state 
police  department. 

Mr.  Stoeckel  has  served  two  terms  as  president  of  the  Eastern 
Conference  of  Motor  Vehicle  Administrators.  He  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Hoover  committee  drafting  model  laws  and  ordinances 
pertaining  to  traffic.  In  the  furtherance  of  his  ideas  on  automobile 
traffic  the  commissioner  has  given  addresses  all  over  Connecticut  and 
outside  the  state. 

In  home  activities  in  war  work  he  was  active  serving  on  com¬ 
mittees  appointed  by  Governor  Holcomb  and  advising  on  transpor¬ 
tation  of  war  materials. 

Mr.  Stoeckel  is  a  director  as  well  as  treasurer  and  secretary  of  the 
Hartley  Corporation,  a  director  of  the  Ilartford-Conn.  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  a  director  of  the  Connecticut  Humane  Society  and  of  the 
Connecticut  Society  of  Mental  Hygiene  He  is  on  the  management 
committee  of  the  Hartley-Salmon  Clinic  for  Mental  Diseases. 

At  college  Mr.  Stoeckel  was  a  Zeta  Phi  member,  a  junior  frater¬ 
nity.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  club,  the  Norfolk  club,  the 
Litchfield  County  University  club,  and  the  Graduates  club  at  New 
Haven.  His  recreations  are  fishing,  tennis  and  exploration.  Li 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Stoeckel  was  married  on  November  9,  1905,  at  Norfolk, 
to  Katherine  M.  Fales,  daughter  of  Lowell  Emerson  kales,  paper 
manufacturer.  They  have  no  children.  His  residence  is  in  Norfolk. 
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SCOVILL  MCLEAN  BUCKINGHAM 

SCOVILL  MCLEAN  BUCKINGHAM,  Commissioner  of  Agri¬ 
culture  for  Connecticut,  for  several  years  actively  and  prominently 
identified  with  affairs  of  state,  especially  in  connection  with  agricul¬ 
tural  matters,  was  born  October  3,  1870,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He  is  a 
son  of  John  A.  Buckingham  and  Anne  McLean  Buckingham,  both 
parents  of  old  New  England  ancestry  dating  back  several  generations. 
His  paternal  grandfather  was  Scovill  M.  Buckingham  of  Waterbury 
and  his  maternal  grandfather,  Samuel  McLean  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
later  of  Watertown. 

Mr.  Buckingham  attended  the  public  schools  of  Watertown,  the 
high  school  of  Waterbury,  and  subsequently  the  Taft  School  at 
Watertown,  preparatory  to  entering  Yale  College.  He  was  graduated 
from  Yale  in  the  class  of  1899  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.,  and  from  Har¬ 
vard  in  1901  with  the  degree  of  B.  L. 

After  completing  his  college  career,  he  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  law.  He  was  town  clerk  of  Watertown,  from  1903  until  the  fall  of 
1914,  when  he  gave  up  his  law  practice  to  devote  his  entire  time  to 
farming  and  agricultural  organization.  Mr.  Buckingham  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  legislature  in  1903  and  in  1925,  and  was 
further  honored  by  election  to  the  Senate  in  1927.  He  was  appointed 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture  for  Connecticut  for  the  unexpired  term 
of  his  prececessor  in  1928-29  and  subsequently  for  the  full  term  of 
1929-,33. 

Among  his  many  other  activities,  he  is  president  of  the 
Connecticut  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  president  of  the  Litchfield 
County  Farm  Bureau,  for  several  years  served  as  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  tlie  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation  of 
Chicago.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  Connecticut  Foultry  Producers’ 
Association,  vice  president  of  the  Connecticut  R.  O.  P.  Association 
(poultry  record  of  performance),  serves  on  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Connecticut  Milk  Producers  Association,  is  on  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  and  a  past  president  of  the  Eastern  States  Farmers  Exchange 
of  Springfield,  Mass.  He  is  a  trustee  of  Wykeham  Itise  School  at 
Washington,  Conn.,  a  trustee  of  Connecticut  Agricultural  College,  and 
of  Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  and  other  organ¬ 
izations. 

During  the  war  he  was  chairman  of  the  Watertown  Council  of 
Defense  and  also  of  Four  Minute  Men.  He  is  affiliated  with  the 
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Ma-sonic  Fraternity  being  a  member  of  and  a  Past  Master  of  Federal 
-odge  °f  Watertown,  Granite  Chapter  of  Thomaston,  past  corn- 
man, ler  of  Clark  Commandry,  Waterbury;  Scottish  Rite  and  Sphinx 
Junple  of  Hartford.  He  is  a  member  of  Knights  of  Pythias  of 
\\ntertown  °f  which  he  is  a  past  chancellor.  He  is  a  member  of 

dubVf  W If  h  Ne"  YOrk’i Gmduates  chlb  of  New  Haven,  Waterbury 
club  of  Waterbury  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Sons  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  warden  of  Christ  Church  (Episcopal)  Watertown,  and  a  past 

president  of  the  Connecticut  church  club  (Episcopal).  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican. 

,,  Buckingham  was  married  September  G,  190G  in  Pittsburgh 

1  a.,  to  Margaret  McConway,  a  daughter  of  William  McConway 
(deceased)  who  was  prominent  in  the  steel  industry  of  that  city. 

leir  children  are  Mary  Buckingham,  Margaret  McLean  Bucking¬ 
ham,  Scovill  McLean  Buckingham,  Jr.,  and  Josephine  Aldeu  Bucking- 
ham.  b 

His  residence  is  in  Watertown. 
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WILLIAM  LYON  PIIELPS 

WILLIAM  LYON  PIIFT  p«  r 

Literature  at  Yale  Universitv  1  ,  ,I>SOn  Profess°r  of  English 

exercising  a  notable  influence  upon  Z|  v®,  “d  literature’ 

Furthermore,  through  his  own  IT  •  *  °f  ^U  e  for  37  years, 
-d  newspapers,  as  JLut  ^ 

and  lay  platforms,  he  has  extender!  \ l..p  n  *  n'anjr  pulPlts 
Probably  no  American  has  come  into  .  ]Uei‘Ce  1"ost  widely- 

great  men  and  women  the  world  o  perao,lal  contact  with  more 

recent  years  the  number  of  ,  htfrature.  .art  and  music.  In 

column  entitled  “As  I  Like  It”  ^  1Uf  ay  monthly 

column, 

on,  conn,,,. ,  been  1^" 

Villiain  Lyon  Phelps  was  born  in  New  Haven  r 
January  2,  1865,  the  son  of  Rev.  Sylvester  Dryden'phelps^D^* 

writer  and  poet,  and  Sophia  Emilia  (Linsley)  Phelps  Hi  ’  ’P" 

r  m. 2’ “'af  “  r ' 1 

III  1OJ0  ana  on  the  maternal  side  to  the  Fori  nf  Qf,.„n  i ,  . 

jmeal  descendant  of  Theophilus  Eaton,  a  governor  ofc'nncPficut" 

thnf artford  r**  *** 

*ii  ^1  i  *  ^  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1HN7 

with  the  degree  of  B.A.  The  degree  of  Ph  1)  Wll  V 

him  bv  Yale  in  lsoi  nn  1  h  1  ii.IJ.  was  conferred  upon 
a  oy  rale  m  1891.  Other  degrees  which  have  been  conferred  unon 

him  are  as  follows:  A. M.,  Harvard  1891 ’lilt  r>  It  it  • 

1921;  Colgate  University,  1921  Umversity, 

schoo1!>rtSlY1bbierS  UUf  E"gHsh  aml  h-l-y  at  Westminster 

EnglUh  at  Hs  /n^’  Y°rk>  I888-1889;  was  instructor  of 
nglish  at  Harvard  University,  1891-1892;  was  instructor  in  English 

literature  at  Yale,  1892-1896;  was  assistant  professor  of  English 

Literature  at  Yale,  1896-1901,  anti  became  Lampsou  professor  of 

English  literature  at  Yale  which  chair  he  now  holds. 

,  n/P  \\  PrMdeu°f  the  NeW  Haven  Sy“Phony  Orchestra,  presi- 
dent  of  the  New  Haven  Little  Theatre  Guild;  is  public  orator  of 

mversity;  a  fellow  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and 

ciences,  the  American  Geographical  Society;  a  member  of  the 

National  Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters  and  of  the  Anglo-llussian 

Literary  Society.  He  is  a  member  of  the  following  clubs;  Authors’, 

■New  York  City;  Authors’,  London;  Ends  of  the  Earth;  the  Yale  Club, 
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New  York  City;  the  Graduates*  club  of  New  Haven;  the  Lawn  club 
and  the  Country  club  of  New  Haven;  Psi  Upsilon,  Yale. 

Professor  Phelps  is  the  author  of  The  Beginnings  of  the  English 
Romantic  Movement,  1893;  The  Pure  Gold  of  Nineteenth  Century 
Literature,  1907;  A  Dash  at  the  Pole,  1909;  Essays  of  Russian 
Novelists,  1911;  Teaching  in  School  and  College,  1912;  Essays  of 
Books,  1914;  Browning,  1915;  The  Advance  of  the  English  Novel, 
1916;  The  Advance  of  English  Poetry,  1918;  Archibald  Marshall, 
1910;  The  Twentieth  Century  Theatre,  1918;  Reading  the  Bible,  1919; 
Essays  of  Modern  Dramatists,  1920;  Vol.  2,  1921;  Human  Nature  in 
the  Bible,  1922;  Some  Makers  of  American  Literature,  1922;  As  I 
Like  It,  1923;  Second  series,  1924;  Essays  on  American  Authors, 
1924;  Human  Nature  and  the  Gospel,  1925;  Adventures  and  Con¬ 
fessions,  1926;  Happiness,  1926.  He  is  the  editor  of  works  of  various 
authors  and  of  selections  from  authors. 

Professor  Phelps  married  Annabel  Hubbard  of  Huron  City, 
Michigan,  December  21,  1892,  and  their  residence  is  at  110  Whitney 
avenue,  New  Haven. 
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HORACE  DUTTON  TAFT 


T  ,  «  )R'Y'fuDIj  T°N  rAPT’  founder  and  headmaster  of  the 
Taft  School  at  Watertown,  Connecticut,  has  devoted  his  life  to  the  up¬ 
building  of  a  school  marked  outstandingly  for  giving  its  boys  in¬ 
tellectual  strength  and  moral  character.  Hundreds  of  men  all  over 
the  nation  who  have  felt  his  influence  in  that  school  bear  witness  to 
the  strength  of  their  training  both  in  loyalty  to  Taft  and  in  con¬ 
structive  service  to  their  fellow  men.  Connecticut,  a  state  that  has 
especially  valued  intellectual  training  since  the  days  of  its  own 
earliest  history,  has  appreciatively  watched  liis  work  grow  from 
humble  beginnings  to  a  strength  to  which  it  pays  highest  tribute. 
A  substantial  evidence  of  appreciation  on  the  part  of  those  who  know 
the  man  and  his  work  came  in  the  form  of  $2,000,000  subscribed  as  an 
endowment  fund  by  graduates  and  friends  of  the  school  following  his 
own  turning  over  as  an  outright  gift  his  own  ownership  in  the  school 
to  a  board  of  trustees  in  1920  under  a  plan  that  insures  its  going  on 
from  generation  to  generation  as  an  institution  permanently  contin¬ 
uing  the  good  work  he  began.  In  this  work  and  in  this  givng,  Mr. 

Taft’s  close  associate,  Harley  Fish  Roberts,  elsewhere  eonsiidered  in 
this  book,  shared. 

-Tnft  is  of  a  distinguished  family.  He  was  born  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  December  28,  1861,  his  father  being  Alphonso  Taft,  who  was 
judge  of  the  superior  court  in  Cincinnati,  Secretary  of  War,  Attorney 
General,  United  States  minister  to  Austria  and  to  Russia.  Ilis 
mother  was  Louisa  M.aria  (T  orrey).  lie  is  a  brother  of  ex-President 
William  Howard  Taft  and  of  Attorney  Henry  W.  Taft  of  New  York 
city,  and  a  half  brother  of  Charles  Phelps  Taft,  editor  of  the  Cincinnati 
Times-Star.  Mr.  Taft  married  Winifred  S.  Thompson  of  Niagara 
Falls,  N.  Y.,  June  29,  1892,  who  died  December  16,  1909. 

After  preparing  for  college  at  the  Woodward  high  school  in 
Cincinnati,  Mr.  Taft  entered  Yale  which  graduated  him  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1883.  At  Yale  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Skull  and  Bones  society  and  of  Psi  Upsilon.  The  young  graduate 
spent  a  year  abroad  and  then  studied  law  at  the  Cincinnati  law  school, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  practiced  law  for  a  year  in  partnership 
with  his  father  and  Henry  N.  Morris  under  the  firm  name  of  Taft, 
Morris  &  Taft. 

Abandoning  the  law  in  1887,  Mr.  Taft  joined  the  Yale  faculty 
as  a  tutor  in  Latin  with  the  purpose  of  making  educational 
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work  his  life  interest  and  the  eventual  establishment  of  a  school 
of  his  own.  For  three  years  he  held  this  tutorship  until,  in  1890, 
he  established  at  Pelham  Manor,  N.  Y.,  the  school  that  bears  his 
name.  Ten  boys  made  up  its  first  registration.  In  the  course  of  the 
three  years  it  remained  at  Pelham  the  school  grew  to  20  boys,  all  it 
could  accommodate.  In  September,  1893,  the  old  Warren  house 
in  Watertown  was  leased  for  a  term  of  five  years  and  the  school  moved 
into  it.  In  1912  the  school  was  incorporated  with  Mr.  Taft  holding 
five-sixth  of  the  stock  and  Mr.  Roberts  one-sixth,  bonds  being  issued 
for  $300,000  with  which  was  bought  various  pieces  of  real  estate  and 
the  main  building  of  the  present  group  was  built. 

Every  dollar  of  profit  earned  has  been  put  back  into  the  Taft 
school.  When  in  1926  Mr.  Taft  and  Mr.  Roberts  proposed  to 
turn  the  school  over  to  a  board  of  trustes  to  be  run  as  a  non-profit - 
paying  institution  for  all  time,  its  debts  had  been  cleared,  all  except 
35  of  the  bonds  which  were  owned  personally  by  Mr.  Taft  and  which 
he  placed  on  the  table  as  his  gift  along  with  all  the  rest  of  his  owner¬ 
ship  in  the  school.  The  trustees  on  their  first  meeting  December  6, 
1926,  elected  Mr.  Taft  president  and  headmaster. 

The  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  was  conferred  on  Mr.  Taft  by  Yale 
in  1893,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters  by  Williams  in  1920 
and  that  of  Doctor  of  Laws  by  Union  college  in  1924. 

Mr.  Taft  has  been  a  Republican  in  politics  with  liberal  tendencies. 
He  was  a  Cleveland  Democrat  but  joined  the  Republican  ranks  when 
Bryan  began  to  run  the  Democratic  party.  He  campaigned  for 
Hamilton  Holt  when  he  ran  for  United  States  senator  in  Connecticut 
in  1925  against  Hiram  Bingham  when  the  latter  was  olTered  as 
Republican  candidate  with  the  proposal  that  he  serve  but  one  day  in 
the  governorship  to  which  he  had  just  been  elected.  He  has  been  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  18th  amendment  to  the  Constitution  and  has 
written  and  spoken  often  advocating  observance  of  this  law. 

Air.  Taft  is  a  member  of  the  Graduates’  club  of  New  Haven,  the 
Yale  club  of  New  York  and  the  Waterbury  club. 
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HARLEY  FISH  ROBERTS 

IIARLEY  FISH  ROBERTS  of  Watertown  has  devoted  32  years 
in  association  with  Horace  1).  Taft-elsewhere  considered  in  this 
volume— to  the  upbuilding  of  Taft  School,  an  institution  which 
Connecticut,  rich  in  educational  institutions,  holds  with  special  pride 
within  its  borders.  Not  only  as  an  educator  of  boys  but  as  one 
influencing  their  lives  deeply  by  personal  contact,  Mr.  Roberts  lias 
been  outstanding.  In  1912  when  the  Taft  School  was  incorporated, 
it  having  been  entirely  Mi*.  Taft’s  property  preceding  that  time,  Mr. 
Roberts  acquired  one-sixth  of  the  stock  and  became  vice-president 
of  the  corporation.  In  1926  he  united  with  Mr.  Taft  in  laying  on 
the  table  all  ownership  in  the  school  as  a  gift  to  posterity  that  the 
school  might  be  perpetuated  under  the  direction  of  trustees  as  a  non- 
profit-making  institution.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  trustees  Mr. 
Roberts  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  new  corporation. 

Nor  has  Mr.  Roberts  been  content  alone  with  what  he  has  been 
accomplishing  at  Taft  school.  He  has  reached  out  to  render  service 
in  a  civic  and  philanthropic  way  in  the  community  of  Watertown,  in 
the  county  of  Litchfield  and  in  the  state  of  Connecticut  in  general. 
Boys  appealing  to  him  wherever  they  might  be,  he  became  much 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  Connecticut  Junior  Republic  at  Litch¬ 
field,  serving  as  president  of  the  Republic  from  1918  until  1928.  He 
devoted  not  only  time  to  its  administrative  problems  but  to  the 
raising  of  funds  to  carry  on  its  work  and  through  him  many  good 
friends  have  been  found  for  this  boys’  colony. 

The  art  collection  of  the  Mattatuek  Historical  society  of  Water- 
bury  was  enriched  in  1928  by  a  notable  gift  of  ten  Whistler  etchings 
from  Mr.  Roberts  who  had  them  in  his  possession  for  25  years. 

The  dream  of  a  forest  park  reserve  over  an  expanse  of  3,000  acres 
reaching  from  the  valley  of  the  Naugatuck  river  to  the  Housatonic 
arose  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Roberts  and  he  determined  to  save  it  for 
posterity.  He  subscribed  himself  and  began  soliciting  the  sub¬ 
scriptions  of  other  in  November,  1925.  By  the  following  January 
the  Black  Rock  Forest,  Inc.  had  been  organized  and  the  first  deeds 
recorded.  Mr.  Roberts  was  made  president  of  this  corporation  and 
still  holds  that  office.  Tlirough  the  united  efforts  that  he  brought 
together,  with  gifts  of  land  and  of  money,  to  this  section  of  the  state 
has  been  saved  a  most  beautiful  tract  of  hills  with  woodlands,  brooks 
and  ponds. 
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Mr.  Roberts  was  born  December  8,  1861,  in  LaRue,  Ohio,  a 
son  of  Truman  Hannibal  Roberts  and  Ruby  Jane  (Fish)  Roberts. 
His  filther  was  a  business  man.  His  grandparents  on  both  sides  were 
farmers,  the  paternal  grandfather  being  a  native  of  Vermont  and  his 
maternal  grandfather  a  native  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  going  to  Western  Reserve 
university  where  he  was  given  a  B.  A.  degree  in  1884.  Following 
graduation,  for  two  years,  he  taught  Latin  and  Greek  at  Western 
Reserve  Academy  at  Hudson,  Ohio.  He  then  entered  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity  for  a  course  of  study,  being  awarded  an  M.  A.  degree  there  in 
1908.  Mr.  Roberts  taught  Latin  and  Greek  at  the  Norwich  Free 
Academy  at  Norwich,  Connecticut  from  1888  to  1891.  He  left 
Norwich  to  become  a  tutor  at  Yale  in  the  same  subjects  he  had 
previously  taught,  remaining  with  the  Yale  faculty  from  1891  to  1896. 
To  spend  a  year  in  travel  and  study  in  Europe,  he  severed  his  connec¬ 
tion  at  Yale,  and,  upon  his  return  to  this  country,  in  1897,  he  joined 
Mr.  Taft  at  the  Taft  school  at  Watertown  as  head  of  the  Latin  depart¬ 
ment. 

An  evidence  of  Mr.  Roberts’  civic  service  in  Watertown  is  found 
in  the  fact  that  he  was  president  of  the  Watertown  Civic  Union  from 
1919  to  1928,  president  of  the  Watertown  Choral  club  from  1915  until 
1917  and  president  of  the  Watertown  Foundation  in  the  year  1926- 
1927.  During  the  war  he  was  chairman  of  the  Liberty  Loan  com¬ 
mittee  and  of  the  War  Savings  committee.  He  is  president  of  the 
Watertown  Golf  club,  an  office  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1915,  con¬ 
tinuously  holding  that  office.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  golfer  and  the 
development  of  the  Watertown  course  is  largely  due  to  his  efforts. 
He  is  idso  a  director  of  the  Watertown  Trust  Company.  For  the  year 
1927-1928  Mr.  Roberts  was  president  of  the  Litchfield  County 
University  club,  of  which  he  is  still  a  member. 

At  college  Mr.  Roberts  was  a  member  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa  and 
of  Delta  Upsilon  fraternity.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Phil¬ 
ological  association,  of  the  New  England  Association  of  College  and 
Schools,  of  the  American  Academy  of  Social  and  Political  Science, 
and  of  the  National  Economic  League.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Connecticut  branch  of  the  League  of 
Nations  non-partisan  association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Yale 
club  of  New  York,  the  Graduates  club  of  New  Haven  and  the  Delta 
Upsilon  club  of  New  York.  He  is  a  Congregationalism  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican.  His  home  address  is  the  Taft  school,  Watertown. 
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JOHN  CHAPIN  BRINSMADE 


JOHN  CHAPIN  BRINSMADE,  retired  educator,  who  was  for 
nearly  a  half  century  associated  with  the  Gunnery  school,  Washington, 
Connecticut,  of  which  educational  institution  he  was  headmaster 
from  1881  until  he  retired  in  1022,  was  born  April  24,  1852,  in  Spring- 
field,  Massachusetts.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  William  Bartlett  Brins- 
'  made,  who  was  a  Yale  graduate  of  the  class  of  1840,  with  the  B.  A. 
degree.  His  father  followed  the  profession  of  civil  engineer  in 
Connecticut  and  Ohio,  later  being  superintendent  of  the  Connecticut 
River  Railroad  Company.  His  paternal  ancestor  in  this  country 
goes  back  to  John  Brinsmade  who  came  from  England  to  Charlestown, 
Massachusetts  about  1638,  locating  in  Stratford,  Connecticut,  in 
1650;  his  grandson,  Re?v.  Daniel  B.  Brinsmade  (Yale  1742),  was  for 
45  years  pastor  of  the  Washington  (Conn.)  Congregational  church; 
his  son,  Daniel  N.  Brinsmade  (Yale  1772)  was  a  lawyer,  judge  and 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  which  ratified  the  United 
States  Constitution,  was  a  member  of  Connecticut  General  Assembly 
for  over  40  sessions  of  that  body;  his  son,  Daniel  B.  Brinsmade,  was  a 
general  in  the  state  militia  and  a  legislator.  Ilis  wife,  nee  Mary  W. 
Gold,  was  descended  from  Nathan  Gold  who  came  from  England  in 
1650. 

Charlotte  Blake  (Chapin)  Brinsmade,  mother  of  John  C.,  is  also 
descended  from  a  long  line  of  distinguished  ancestors;  Samuel  Chapin, 
founder  of  the  family  in  America,  came  from  Wales  to  Springfield, 
Massachusetts  about  1640,  his  descendant,  Col.  Harvey  Chapin, 
grandfather  of  John  C.  Brinsmade,  was  postmaster  at  Springfield, 
state  senator  and  colonel  in  the  state  militia. 

John  Chapin  Brinsmade  was  educated  at  the  Gunnery  School, 
Washington,  also  private  schools  at  Springfield  and  at  Harvard  college 
where  he  received  an  A.  B.  degree  in  1874.  Shortly  after  his  gradua¬ 
tion  from  Harvard  he  associated  himself  with  the  Gunnery  school,  in 
1874  as  a  teacher,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  1881  when  he  became 
headmaster,  filling  that  position  with  efficiency  until  1922,  when  he 
retired.  The  Gunnery  school,  founded  by  Frederick  W.  Gunn  (Yale 
1837)  became  one  of  the  best-luiown  schools  in  America. 

John  C.  Brinsmade  was  a  representative  in  the  Connecticut 
legislature  in  1893,  1909,  1923,  1925;  state  senator,  1911;  member  of 
Constitutional  convention,  1902;  a  member  of  the  state  civil  service 
commission,  1913-1921,  and  president  of  that  body  1917-1921.  lie 


,-i  id,.  .  .  .  ■  '  ’  - 


was  also  chairman  of  the  State  Council  of  Defense  for  Litchfield  county 
in  1017.  In  1912  he  was  a  candidate  for  elector  on  the  Roosevelt 
ticket. 

He  is  a  member  of  Litchfield  County  University  club,  Head¬ 
masters  Association,  Harvard  club  of  Connecticut,  Graduates  club  of 
New  Haven,  Sons  of  American  Revolution,  Connecticut  Historical 
Society,  Member  of  Council  of  National  Economic  League,  American 
Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science,  is  a  deacon  in  the  Congre¬ 
gational  church.  He  is  fond  of  all  outdoor  recreations.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Brinsmade  was  married  in  Washington,  Connecticut,  Octo¬ 
ber  4,  187G  to  Mary  Gold  Gunn,  daughter  of  the  founder  of  the 
Gunnery  school.  Their  children  are:  Frederick  Gunn,  William 
Bartlett,  Chapin,  Eleanor  Gold,  Mary,  John  Chapin,  Jr.,  Charlotte 
Blake  and  Abigail  Irene. 


—  30  — 


C  •  y  ‘  )  »  k)  r  .t  !|.  )  .;,  rr  •  0. 


. 


:  V  •:  '  .  }  ;  f[ 


oe 


I 


JOHN  PRINCE  ELTON  (I) 

JOHN  PRINCE  ELTON,  manufacturer  and  financier,  who  was 
a  dominant  figure  in  the  advancement  of  Waterbury  during  his  life¬ 
time,  was  born  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  April  24,  1809,  and  died  in 
that  city  in  November,  1804.  lie  was  of  the  sixth  American  genera¬ 
tion  of  the  family  founded  in  Connecticut  by  John  Elton,  who  came 
from  England  and  finally  settled  in  Middletown. 

John  P .  Elton’s  first  business  experience  was  in  1832  as  a  partner 
in  the  firm  of  Holmes  &  Hotchkiss,  makers  of  sheet  brass,  which 
became  IJolmes,  Hotchkiss,  Brown  &  Elton  in  1833,  organized 
as  Brown  &  Elton  in  1837,  continuing  until  1850  when  Mr.  Elton 
retired.  During  this  time  the  scope  of  products  was  enlarged  to 
include  sheet  brass  and  brass  wire,  the  firm  being  a  pioneer  in  brass 
wire  manufacturing.  It  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pins, 
acquiring  the  ownership  of  the  Fowler  pin  machine,  and  in  1846  the 
pin  making  business  was  incorporated  with  that  of  the  Benedict  & 
Burnham  Manufacturing  Company  under  the  name  of  the  American , 
Pin  Company.  In  1845,  Mr.  Elton  aided  in  the  organization  of  the 
Waterbury  Brass  Company,  being  one  of  the  original  board  of 
directors.  In  1855  he  was  elected  president  of  the  company  and  held 
that  office  until  his  death.  He  had  large  corporate  interests  and  from 
December  11,  1850,  until  his  death  was  president  of  the  Waterbury 
bank.  In  1860  he  established  a  private  banking  house,  the  Elton 
I  rust  Company,  later  reorganized  as  the  Elton  Banking  Company. 
Mr.  Elton  served  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1840-49-50,  elected 
by  the  Whig  party.  When  that  party  ceased  to  exist,  he  aided  in  the 
formation  of  its  successor,  the  Republican  party,  and  in  1863  was  re¬ 
elected  as  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly.  In  1864  he  was  a 
presidential  elector,  working  hard  for  President  Lincoln’s  re-election, 
his  death  occuring  two  days  before  the  general  election.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian  and  generous  in  all  the  benevolences  of 
St.  John  s  parish.  He  gave  liberally  to  all  good  causes  and  most 
generously  aided  Trinity  college.  Protestant  churches  of  the  city 
were  closed  to  give  the  members  an  opportunity  to  pay  their  last 
respects  to  Mr.  Elton  on  day  of  his  funeral. 

Mr.  Elton  married  May  18,  1835,  Olive  Margaret  Hall,  daughter 
of  Captain  Moses  Hall  and  four  children  were  born  to  them:  Lucy 
Elizabeth,  who  became  Mrs.  C.  N.  Wayland,  James  Samuel;  Charles 
Prince  and  John  Moses. 
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JAMES  SAMUEL  ELTON 


JAMES  SAMUEL  ELJON,  whose  death  occurred  November 
11,  1923,  left  his  imprint  upon  the  history  of  Waterbury,  having  been 
one  of  the  foremost  figures  in  the  development  of  the  city  during  his 
lifetime.  He  was  born  in  Waterbury,  November  7,  1838,  son  of 
John  Prince  Elton  (I),  whose  biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work 
and  Olive  Margaret  (Hall)  Elton.  In  becoming  one  of  the  outstand¬ 
ing  figures  in  the  development  of  Waterbury,  Mr.  Elton  followed 
in  his  father  s  footsteps,  having  been  the  organizer  and  president  of 
the  Waterbury  Brass  Company,  the  Waterbury  bank  and  other  corpo¬ 
rations  and  for  several  sessions  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly. 

James  S.  Elton  s  education  consisted  of  courses  at  Everest’s 
school  at  Hamden  and  Russell’s  Military  Academy  at  New  Haven, 
terminating  when  he  was  16  years  old  because  his  health  was  delicate, 
making  close  application  to  study  inadvisable.  His  first  employment 
was  with  the  American  Pin  Company  of  Waterbury  in  the  packing 
department.  After  a  brief  apprenticeship  there,  he  became  connected 
with  the  Waterbury  Brass  Company  of  which  his  father  was  president. 
Following  his  father’s  death  in  1864  he  applied  himself  assiduously  to 
the  task  of  mastering  the  details  of  the  business  and  in  1874  he  became 
president  of  the  company. 

As  president  of  the  Waterbury  National  bank  Mr.  Elton  took  an 
interest  in  banking  second  only  to  his  interest  in  manufacturing.  He 
was  also  a  director  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 
Company,  the  American  Brass  Company,  the  Coe  Brass  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  the  Benedict  &  Burnham  Manufacturing  Company, 
the  New  England  Watch  Company,  the  Oakville  Company  and  of  St. 
Margaret’s  Diocesan  School.  11c  was  a  very  generous  and  active 
member  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  in  his  church  life  as  well  as  in 
business  he  followed  his  father’s  example  in  letter  and  in  spirit.  He 
served  as  an  officer  in  St.  John’s  church,  was  the  managing  director 
of  the  Hall  Church  Home  fund  and  a  benevolent  and  sympathetic 
helper  of  all  good  causes.  He  was  also  a  director  of  the  Waterbury 
hospital  and  the  Silas  Bronson  Library.  In  politics  he  was  a  Repub¬ 
lican  and  served  as  state  senator  in  1882-1883.  He  was  a  member  of  * 
the  Waterbury  club,  was  its  president  in  1903  and  served  two  years. 

In  1863  Mr.  Elton  married  Charlotte  Augustus  Steele,  who  died 
in  1899.  One  son,  John  Prince  Elton  (II),  whose  biography  is  in¬ 
cluded  elsewhere  in  this  compilation,  was  born  of  this  union. 
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JOHN  PRINCE  ELTON  (II) 


JOHN  PRINCE  ELTON  (II),  financier,  manufacturer  and  a 
former  mayor  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  was  born  in  that  city,  June 
30,  1865,  the  son  of  James  Samuel  and  Charlotte  Augusta  (Steele) 
Elton.  He  is  a  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  of  John  Elton, 
the  founder  of  the  family  in  Connecticut  prior  to  1072  and  the  grand¬ 
son  of  John  Prince  Elton  (I),  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  development 
of  Waterbury  as  one  of  the  great  manufacturing  communities.  Biog¬ 
raphies  of  Mr.  Elton’s  grandfather  and  father  appear  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Both  were  men  who  left  their  impress  upon  the  time  in  which 
they  lived  and  who  contributed  much  to  the  advancement  of  the 
community  in  an  industrial,  civic  and  social  way. 

John  Prince  Elton  (II)  received  his  early  education  in  St.  Paul’s 
School,  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  graduated  from  Trinity  college  in  the 
class  of  1888  with  the  degree  of  B.  S.  He  began  his  business  career 
as  a  manufacturer,  associated  with  those  corporations  in  whose 
management  the  Eltons  have  so  prominently  figured  for  three  genera¬ 
tions.  While  he  has  withdrawn  in  late  years  to  a  considerable  extent 
from  active  participation  in  some  of  these  corporations,  he  still 
retains  offices  in  several.  Positions  which  he  held  during  his  active 
career  in  the  manufacturing  field  of  Waterbury  include  that  of  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Waterbury  Brass  Company,  founded  by  his  grandfather, 
and  treasurer  and  vice  president  of  the  American  Brass  Company. 

While  Mr.  Elton  now  devotes  more  of  his  time  to  financial  affairs, 
his  connections  in  the  manufacturing  business  as  well  as  in  finance  are 
widespread.  He  is  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Blake  &  Johnson 
Company;  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Dime  Savings 
bank;  vice-president  and  director  of  the  Colonial  Trust  Company; 
vice  president  and  director  of  the  Morris  Plan  bank;  director  of  the 
Manufacturers’  Foundry  Company,  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Smith  &  Griggs  Company,  the  Waterbury  Buckle  Company, 
the  Waterbury  Gas  Light  Company  and  the  Waterbury  Hospital,  all 
of  Waterbury.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  American  Hardware  Cor¬ 
poration  and  Landers,  Frary  &  Clark  Company  of  New  Britain. 

He  is  president  of  the  Westover  school  of  Middlebury;  a  trustee 
of  the  Berkeley  Divinity  school  of  New  Haven;  a  member  of  the  board 
of  agents  of  the  Silas  Bronson  library  of  Waterbury;  member  ot  the 
corporation  of  Trinity  college,  Hartford;  trustee  ot  the  Hotchkiss 
school  of  Lakeville;  director  of  the  Connecticut  State  Reformatory. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Elton  gives  much  of  his  time  and  service 
to  interests  outside  of  business  and,  like  his  father  and  grandfather 
before  him,  he  is  always  ready  to  assist  in  matters  of  public  welfare, 
lie  has  always  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  native 
city  and  in  1903  was  elected  mayor,  giving  the  city  an  admirable 
business  administration,  1904-06. 

During  the  World  war  Mr.  Elton  served  on  the  War  Industries 
board  at  Washington,  1917-18,  giving  valuable  service. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church.  His  clubs  include  the  Waterburv  club,  University  club,  NY Y. , 
St.  Anthony  club,  N.Y.,  and  the  New  York  Yacht  club  of  New  York 
City,  the  Graduates  club  of  New  Haven  and  the  Home  club  of  Water- 
bury. 

Mr.  Elton  married  Deborah  Steele,  daughter  of  Charles  A.  Steele, 
Geneva,  N.  Y.,  July  9, 1902,  and  two  children  have  been  born  to  them 
Deborah  Richmond  and  Charlotte,  both  of  whom  are  at  Vassar 
College. 
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CHAUNCEY  PORTER  GOSS 


CHAUNCEY  PORTER  GOSS,  late  president  of  the  Seovil 
Manufacturing  Company  of  AVaterbury,  was,  during  his  lifetime 
one  of  the  outstanding  figures  in  Connecticut’s  industrial  world. 
He  has  left  as  a  monument  to  his  memory  a  great  business  which 
under  the  direction  of  his  sons  and  associates,  continues  to  grow  in 
size  and  importance  as  one  of  Connecticut’s  foremost  manufacturing 
institutions.  The  great  plant  is  an  asset  to  the  state  and  a  source 
of  pride  to  the  city  in  which  Mr.  Goss  spent  practically  all  of  his 
life,  building  up  this  prosperous  industry  and  giving  his  best  efforts 


toward  the  advancement  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Goss  was  born  near  Rochester,  New  York,  August  5,  1838, 
a  son  of  Ephraim  and  Margaret  (Porter)  Goss.  His  early  boyhood 
days  were  spent  in  Pittsford,  New  York,  where  his  father  was  an 
attorney  at  law  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  There  he  secured  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  supplemented  by  a  brief  attendance 
at  night  school.  His  first  employment  was  as  a  clerk  in  a  country 
store  in  his  home  town;  he  also  worked  on  the  canal  and  while  still 
a  mere  youth  began  dealing  in  produce,  a  business  in  which  he  won 
success  despite  the  fact  that  he  had  as  keen  competitors  men  of 
experience  and  mature  years.  v 

The  honesty  and  sterling  qualities  of  character  which  in  after 
years  were  to  prove  such  great  assets  to  his  career  gained  for  him 
then  the  confidence  of  the  farmers  with  whom  he  did  business  and 
his  affairs  prospered  most  satisfactorily.  Rut  believing  that  better 
opportunities  were  to  be  had,  he  came  to  Waterbury  in  1802  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Seovill  Manufacturing  Company  as  an 
assistant  bookkeeper.  He  succeeded  to  the  position  of  bookkeeper 
on  the  death  of  his  predecessor  the  same  year  and  in  180 1  he  became 
secretary,  which  position  he  held  until  1800,  becoming  meanwhile 
treasurer  in  1800,  director  in  1877,  general  manager  in  1803  and 
president  in  1000,  which  position  lie  held  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
July  10,  1018,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Goss  enjoyed  a  long  and  useful  career 
in  the  service  of  the  company,  marked  by  an  industrious  attention 
to  its  affairs  which  placed  the  company  among  the  largest  and 
most  successful  manufacturing  enterprises  in  the  country.  He  was 
a  splendid  executive  officer,  possessing  those  qualities  which  make 
men  natural  leaders  and  which  gain  the  confidence  and  loyal  coopera- 
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a0cor0nsanf0CiatT'  in"  T"^  J'udge  °f  men  he  g^ered  about  him 
a  corps  of  most  efficient  assistants;  and  he  had  a  most  thorough 

Tiowialgeof  not  only  the  principal  points  but  of  the  details  con¬ 
nected  with  this  mammoth  manufacturing  concern.  His  ability 
along  mechanical  lines  is  evidenced  by  his  inventions  Y 

.  Mr'  G°SS  f™, the  Plant  ^  the  company  and  its  general  assets 
increase  remarkably.  When  he  entered  the  employment  of  the 

company,  the  capital  stock  was  $300,000,  divided  into  12,000  shares 

wort  |CaC  ‘  and,\he  'i0lal  USSCU  Cngagcd  in  carrying  on  the  business 
were  about  equal  to  the  capital.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  the  capital 

stock  was  $a, 000,000  divided  into  50,000  shares  of  $100  each  and 

the  total  investment  employed  in  the  company’s  business  amounted 
to  over  thirty-five  million  dollars. 

Chauncey  Porter  Goss  had  the  shrewdness  and  perception 
which  were  to  be  expected  from  his  ancestry  and  his  versatility  and 
resourcefulness  in  commercial  matters  were  well  known  and  appre- 
ciated  among  Ins  associates  in  the  business  world.  Ilis  confidence  in 
a  successful  future  for  the  company  never  wavered  and  he  was  a  large 
investor  in  its  stock,  continuing  to  purchase  its  shares  up  to  within 
a  short  time  of  his  death.  The  company  as  it  stands  today  is  a 

tribute  to  his  indefatigable  perseverance  in  well  and  carefullv  pre¬ 
pared  lines  of  action. 

His  commercial  acumen  was  clearly  recognized  in  his  community 
and  his  counsel  widely  valued.  In  his  home  life  he  was  a  devoted 
husband  and  his  forethought  and  tender  care  brightened  the  closing 
years  of  the  life  of  Mrs.  Goss,  who  had  long  been  an  invalid. 

Realizing  his  responsibilities  as  a  parent,  and  gifted  with  a 
large  family  of  sons  and  daughters,  lie  carefully  educated  them  for 
the  positions  which  they  were  to  occupy  in  life.  Particularly  he 
fitted  his  sons  to  take  up  the  activities  which  he  gradually  laid  aside, 

and  to  supplement  his  great  accomplishment  with  brilliant  achieve¬ 
ments  of  their  own. 

Acquiring  a  substantial  fortune,  he  changed  the  habits  of  his 
life  but  little  during  its  growth,  and  his  tastes  remained  simple  and 
unostentatious  to  the  last.  Though  presenting  a  somewhat  austere 
appearance  to  the  stranger  who  casually  met  him,  his  sympathetic 
nature  was  well  known  to  his  many  friends  who  enjoyed  his  keen 
sense  of  humor  and  his  shrewd  but  kindly  irony.  His  charities  were 
many  and  large  and  he  ever  held  a  warm  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
those  less  fortunately  placed  than  himself,  and  especially  in  that  of 
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the  employees  of  the  company  with  many  of  whom  he  had  close 
personal  relations. 


With  natural  predilection  for  methods  from  which  he  had 
observed  successful  results  in  the  past,  he  was  not  so  prejudiced  that 
he  could  not  quickly  see  possible  improvements  and  was  ever  ready 
to  grasp  opportunities  when  presented  to  him.  He  was  bound  to 
no  process  simply  on  the  ground  that  he  had  once  used  it  himself 
and  therefore  that  it  must  always  continue  to  be  sound,  but,  unlike 
many  men  of  his  years,  he  was  aggressive  and  alert. 

The  legacy  of  descendants  which  he  left  to  the  company  was 
not  the  least  of  his  services  to  it  and  Mr.  Goss  was  fully  justified  in 
his  pride  of  fatherhood  by  those  of  his  family  who  have  succeeded 
him  in  carrying  on  the  great  enterprise  to  which  he  devoted  his 
long  and  useful  life. 

In  1864  Mr.  Goss  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline 
Amelia  Ketcham  of  Bushnells  Basin,  New  York,  whose  death  occurred 


in  1916.  Seven  children  were  born  to  the  union:  Edward  Otis, 
Margaret  Porter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three;  Caroline  Ryan,  the 
wife  of  Hugh  L.  Thompson;  Mary  Ellen,  the  wife  of  the  late  Captain 
William  Kelley-Patterson ;  John  Henry;  Chauncey  Porter,  mid 
George  Augustus. 

The  sons  are  with  the  Scovill  Company  in  the  following  capaci¬ 
ties:  Edward  O.  Goss,  president  and  general  manager;  John  11. 
Goss,  vice  president  and  general  superintendent;  Chauncey  P.  Goss, 
superintendent  of  the  Mills  Department,  and  George  A.  Goss, 
superintendent  of  the  Manufacturing  Department. 

The  family  lias  long  been  identified  with  the  First  Congrega¬ 
tional  church,  of  which  Chauncey  Porter  Goss  was  a  most  helpful 
and  active  member.  He  served  many  times  upon  its  more  important 
committees  and  contributed  in  many  ways  to  the  upbuilding  of  its 
work  and  the  extension  of  its  influence.  He  stood  at  all  times  for 
those  elements  which  are  most  progressive  forces  in  t lie  community. 
The  cause  of  education  found  him  a  stalwart  champion  and  at  one 
time  he  was  president  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Hillside  Avenue 
School.  He  was  also  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  English  and 
Classical  School  and  a  member  of  its  first  executive  board. 
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MARK  LEAVENWORTH  SPERRY 

MARK  LEAVENWORTH  SPERRY  was  bom  in  Waterbury 
October  23,  1842,  and  died  at  St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  February  10 
1926.  His  lifetime  covered  the  great  period  of  development  of  manu- 
acturmg  in  Connecticut.  In  this  development  he  bore  a  noteworthy 
part  and  with  it  his  memory  will  always  be  associated.  The  scrupulous 
integrity  of  word  and  deed  which  marked  his  life  was  wrought  into  the 
fabric  of  his  business  and  helped  to  establish  permanent  high  standards 
of  craftmanship  in  his  city  and  state.  For  04  years  he  was  actively 
identified  with  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company,  entering  its 
employ  as  bookkeeper,  rising  through  all  grades  of  official  respon¬ 
sibility  and  finally  becoming  its  president.  The  success,  growth  and 
good  repute  of  this  great  corporation  are  in  large  measure  due  to  the 
able  leadership  and  integrity  of  Mark  L.  Sperry  and  of  Chauncey  P. 
Goss,  with  whom  he  was  associated  for  56  years  of  business  life. 

Mark  Leavenworth  Sperry  was  a  son  of  Corydon  Stillman  and 
Catherine  (Leavenworth)  Sperry  and  in  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  lines  was  descended  from  old  Connecticut  families.  His 
maternal  grandfather,  Mark  Leavenworth,  one  of  the  pioneer  manu¬ 
facturers  of  Waterbury,  was  a  son  of  Col.  Jesse  Leavenworth  of 
Revolutionary  fame,  and  a  grandson  of  the  Rev.  Mark  Leavenworth 
who  was  for  57  years  minister  of  the  First  Church  of  Waterbury. 
Corydon  S.  Sperry,  father  of  Mark  L.  Sperry,  after  graduating  from 
Yale  in  1832,  came  to  Waterbury  in  1835  and  joined  his  father-in-law, 
Mark  Leavenworth  in  the  manufacture  of  clocks.  His  two  sons! 
Mark  Leavenworth  and  Charles  Stillman,  won  distinction  in  widely 
dillerent  fields.  The  latter,  after  graduating  with  high  honors  from 
the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy  in  1866,  devoted  his  life  to  the  Navy, 
became  President  of  the  Naval  War  College,  was  appointed  by 
President  Roosevelt  U.  S.  Naval  delegate  to  the  Hague  Peace  Con¬ 
ference  and  commanded  the  fleet  of  battleships  in  its  historic  tour 
around  the  world.  He  was  honored  by  Yale  University  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  and  after  liis  retirement  for  age  as  Rear 

Admiral  he  was  by  special  assignments  continued  in  active  duty  until 
his  death. 

Mark  L.  Sperry,  with  his  younger  brother  and  four  sisters,  was 
left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  14  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Water¬ 
bury  Knitting  Company  where  he  remained  until  1862  when  he 
became  connected  with  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company  in  the 
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capacity  of  bookkeeper.  lie  was  elected  secretary  on  January  25, 
1809  and  became  a  director  on  December  21,  1877.  He  was  elected* 
vice-president  on  November  10,  1910,  and  became  president  on  Octo¬ 
ber  22,  1918.  Because  of  ill  health  he  resigned  the  office  of  president 
on  July  8,  1920  but  continued  a  director  until  his  death,  February  10, 
192G,  having  been  actively  connected  with  the  company  for  04  years. 

His  principal  business  interests,  outside  of  the  Scovill  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  were  in  copper  mining.  He  was  one  of  the  organ¬ 
izers  of  the  Greene  Consolidated  Copper  Company,  now  the  Greene 
Cananea  Coppper  Company  of  which  he  was  vice-president  and  a 
director.  He  also  was  a  director  of  the  Chino  Copper  Company  which 
is  now  merged  with  the  Nevada  Consolidated  Copper  Company,  lie 
took  great  pleasure  in  the  journeys  to  the  South-West  and  to  Mexico 
which  these  interests  made  necessary  and  in  his  wide  acquaintance 
with  picturesque  and  adventurous  characters,  from  President  Diaz  of 
Mexico  to  the  wildest  cowboy.  Indeed  in  his  life  study,  self-education 
and  sedentary  employment  were  wisely  balanced  by  his  love  for 
horses,  fishing  and  camping.  Besides  his  wider  interests  he  was 
always  concerned  with  the  improvement  of  his  native  city,  and 
though  he  declined  all  political  honors,  he  served  on  the  Board  of 
Education,  was  vice-president  of  the  Waterbury  Trust  Company  and 
a  trustee  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank.  He  was  a  Republican  and  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Home  Club  and  the  Waterbury  Club, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders  and  at  one  time  president. 

On  March  14,  1878,  Mr.  Sperry  married  Julia  Sherman  Porter, 
daughter  of  Ansel  Charles  Porter  and  Ruth  Ann  Sherman  Porter  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  six  children:  Ethel  Melicent,  who  was 
married  to  Judge  Walter  D.  Makepeace;  Leavenworth  Porter,  who 
married  Olive  Smith  and  is  now  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the 
Scovill  Manufacturing  Company;  Ruth  Sherman,  Roger  Sherman, 
a  mining  and  metallurgical  engineer,  now  connected  with  the  engi¬ 
neering  department  of  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company,  who 
married  Pauline  Denklan;  Evelyn  Stillman,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Mark  Leavenworth,  Jr.,  a  graduate  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy,  who 
served  as  a  lieutenant  on  the  battleship,  Wyoming,  at  Seapa  Flow 
during  the  World  War  and  is  now  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
manufacturing  department  of  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company. 
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EDWA11D  OTIS  GOSS 


EDWARD  OTIS  GOSS,  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Scovill  Manufacturing  Company  of  Waterbury,  the  oldest  brass 
company  in  America  and  one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful 
manufacturing  enterprises  in  the  country,  marked  his  forty-first 
anniversary  in  the  service  of  that  company,  January  28,  1929. 
Although  expanding  business  responsibilities  as  years  have  rolled 
along  have  brought  to  him  obligations  of  service  as  a  directo  r  in 
other  companies,  his  main  strength  has  been  applied  earnestly  and 
closely  to  the  great  manufacturing  organization  of  which  he  is  the 
'  head,  as  his  father  was  before  him. 

When  Edward  O.  Goss  entered  the  employ  of  the  company  it 
was  a  comparatively  modest  organization  with  a  capital  of  $390,000. 
It  is  now  capitalized  at  $22,125,000  and  the  volume  of  its  work  is 
in  keeping  with  this  expansion.  When  Mr.  Goss  succeeded  the  late 
Mark  L.  Sperry  as  president  of  the  Scovill  Company  in  1920,  its 
capitalization  was  $5,000,000  and  its  surplus  over  $24,000,000. 
During  the  period  of  Edward  O.  Goss’s  stewardship  the  capital 
assets  of  the  organization  have  experienced  several  notable  changes, 
all  in  the  direction  of  constructive  development  toward  new  and 
larger  growth.  Besides  the  material  accretions  by  absorption  of 
other  industrial  plants,  referred  to  later  in  this  article,  the  parent 
company  has  reorganized  its  capitalization,  partly  through  transfer 
of  $10,000,000  from  surplus,  and  has  taken  the  notable  step  of  reduc¬ 
ing  the  nominal  par  value  of  its  shares  from  $100  to  $25,  thus  rendering 
its  stock  available  to  employees  of  the  company  and  other  smaller 
investors.  A  stock  dividend  of  25  per  cent,  has  been  declared  by 
the  directors  during  his  presidency. 

Edward  O.  Goss  was  born  in  Waterbury,  September  29,  1805, 
the  year  following  that  on  which  his  father,  Chauncey  Porter  Goss, 
was  elected  secretary  of  the  Scovill  Company.  His  mother  was  Caroline 
(Ketcham)  Goss.  He  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  four 
boys  and  three  girls,  brought  up  with  a  respect  for  hard  work  for 
six  days  and  a  reverent  attendance  at  church  on  the  seventh. 

Mr.  Goss  received  his  early  school  training  at  the  Waterbury 
English  and  Classical  School  of  which  his  father  had  been  one  of 
the  incorporators  and  on  the  first  executive  board  of  which  the  elder 
Goss  served.  Following  his  preparatory  work  in  this  school  the  boy 
was  sent  to  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  from  which 
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he  was  graduated  in  the  rWi  of  1887.  The  training  thus  mapped 
out  and  completed  l.a.l  given  him  a  special  preparation  for  manu- 
factunng  responsibilities. 

His  working  carter  vvu.s  l>egun  by  the  young  “Tech”  graduate 
as  a  draughtsman  in  the  employ  of  the  Waterbury  Parrel  Foundry 
and  Machine  Company.  After  a  brief  stay  there  lie  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Seovill  Manufacturing  Company  as  a  draughtsman 
in  1888.  His  educational  training  as  a  mechanical  engineer  proved 
its  value  and  quickly  broadened  bis  work  in  the- manufacturing  plant. 

Mr.  Goss  s  advancement  is  shown  hv  his  succession  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  offices:  181)8,  director;  1U00,  assistant  treasurer;  1911, 
general  manager;  1918,  vice  president  and  treasurer;  19‘>0,  president. 

Not  only  has  the  main  plant  of  the  Seovill  Manufacturing 
Company  expanded  under  Mr.  Goss's  direction  hut  since  he  lias 
been  president  it  has  consolidated  with  other  large  plants.  The 
American  Pm  Company  and  the  Oakville  Company,  both  of  Water¬ 
bury,  were  thus  consolidated  in  194:1.  The  Gilchrist  Company  of 
Newark,  N.  J.,  was  bought  in  1940,  Two  other  important  manu¬ 
facturing  companies  to  lie  consolidated  with  it  were  the  Hamilton 
Beach  Company  of  Racine,  WLcmisin,  manufacturers  of  vacuum 
cleaners  and  accessories  and  the  Morency-Yun  Huron  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Sturgis,  Michigan,  manufacturers  of  plumbing  supplies. 

Alert  to  the  prosperity  of  the  New  Haven  railroad  in  relationship 
to  industrial  New  England,  Mr.  Goss  has  been  an  important  factor 
in  the  arrangements  for  refinancing  that  railroad  following  the  World 
A\ar.  He  was  elected  to  the  directorship  in  the  railroad  left  vacant 
by  the  death  of  Harris  \\hittemore  of  Naugatuck  in  1947.  lie  has 
long  been  president  and  director  of  the  Citizens  &  Manufacturers 
National  Bank  of  Waterbury;  he  is  a  director  in  the  Connecticut 
Company  and  also  of  the  Waterbury  Gas  Light  Company. 

Before  his  duties  in  the  So>vill  Company  became  as  pressing  as 
they  have  been  of  recent  years,  Mr.  Goss  devoted  time  to  civic 
service.  He  was  an  alderman  and,  later,  president  of  the  hoard  of 
aldermen.  He  served  on  the  l>oard  of  public  works  and  also  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education.  1  le  was  also  at  one  time  a  corporal 
in  Company  A  ot  the  4d  Regiment,  Connecticut  National  Guard. 

Mr.  Goss  is  a  member  of  the  Waterbury  Club,  the  Country  Club 
of  Waterbury,  the  Metropolitan  Club  of  New  York,  India  House  of 
New  York  and  the  Bankers’  Club  of  New  York.  He  is  vice  president 
of  the  Laurentian  Club  of  Quebec,  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
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Arts  of  London,  England,  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers  and  of  the  American  Institute  of  Mining 
Engineers.  He  is  one  of  the  twelve  members  of  the  New  England 
Council  representing  Connecticut  and  has  been  actively  interested 
in  the  work  of  that  body  in  behalf  of  New  England  leadership. 

Mr.  Goss  has  long  been  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  church. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Fishing,  shooting  and  golf  are  his 
chief  recreations,  the  first  two  particularly  winning  his  attention  as 
outdoor  life  in  the  fields,  woods  or  along  a  stream  has  a  fascinating 
appeal  for  him. 

In  Waterbury,  September  15,  1891,  Mr.  Goss  married  Miss 
Harriet  Wheeler,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moses  H.  Wheeler.  To 
them  have  been  born  three  children,  Edward  Wheeler  Goss,  William 
Middlebrook  Goss  and  Eliot  Porter  Goss.  The  youngest,  Eliot,  is 
at  college.  The  other  two  are  in  the  Scovill  Company’s  plant 
Mr.  Goss’s  residence  is  at  117  Pine  street,  Waterbury. 
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CHAUNCEY  PORTER  GOSS,  Jr. 

CHAUNCEY  POUTER  GOSS,  Jh„  vice  president,  director  and 
superintendent  of  mills  department  of  the  Scovill  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Waterbury  with  which  corporation  he  has  been  actively 
identified  in  mechanical  departments  for  more  than  30  years,  during 
which  period  he  has  been  a  factor  in  the  progress  of  that  great  industry 
one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  was  born  in  Waterbury, 
December  25,  1878.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Chaimcey  Porter  Goss, 
who  was  a  leader  in  industry,  and  president  of  the  Scovill  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  (a  biography  of  whom 
is  elsewhere  in  this  volume),  and  of  Caroline  (Ketcliam)  Goss,  both  of 
American  ancestry  for  many  generations. 

Chauncey  P.  Goss,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Waterbury,  later  at  Holbrooks  Military  school,  Ossining,  New  York, 
finishing  his  studies  at  Hotchkiss  school,  Lakeville. 

He  entered  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company,  July  1,  1899, 
as  casters*  helper,  thus  beginning  his  career  in  a  minor  capacity  and 
working  through  the  mechanical  departments,  acquired  a  thorough 
practical  knowledge  of  the  manufacturing  end  being  rapidly  advanced 
to  positions  of  caster  of  brass  and  silver  for  four  and  a  half  years, 
helper  in  rolling  mill  on  rolls,  roller  for  a  period  of  three  years,  then  to 
foreman  of  casting  shops  and  rolling  mills,  filling  that  job  for  eight 
years,  when  he  was  appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  mills 
department  for  two  years,  and  subsequently  superintendent  of  mills 
department,  a  director  and  vice  president  of  the  company,  which 
position  he  ably  fills  at  the  present  writing.  He  is  a  trustee  of  Guardian 
Investment  Trust  and  director  of  St.  Pierre  Chain  Corporation. 

Mr.  Goss  was  for  18  years  in  the  Connecticut  National  Guard 
and  State  Guard,  enlisting  as  private  and  when  discharged  was  Lieut. 
Colonel.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  U.  S.  P.  A.  during  the  World 
war  and  was  lieutenant  when  the  armistice  was  signed. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Elks,  Waterbury  club,  Waterbury  Country 
club,  Shuttle  Meadow  club,  Warampaug  Coimtry  club,  Fishers 
Island  Corporation  and  club,  Laurentian  club  (Canada)  and  Pine 
Orchard  club.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
Waterbury.  He  is  fond  of  all  outdoor  athletics. 

Mr.  Goss  was  married  June  23,  1902  in  New  York  City  to  Edith 
Donaldson  Wayne,  daughter  of  Rev.  Henry  N.  Wayne  and  they  have 
two  children,  Chauncey  Porter  Goss,  3rd,  and  Richard  Wayne  Goss. 


—  43 


.*  u  »•  lfl.i  t  $  •  ,J  I 


..  ™ '  '  *Ji  »  •  -  ■  ■ 

.  f  O’,  '•:  »  . 

* 

Ui>tJyii UjOfU  i  i  *>  i* 

h  .r  .?<  j  p  > 

1o^j:  tl 


IT 


LEAVENWORTH  PORTER  SPERRY 

LEAVENWORTH  PORTER  SPERRY,  treasurer  of  the  Scovill 
Manufacturing  Company  of  Waterbury,  was  born  in  that  city,  May 
1G,  1883,  the  son  of  Mark  Leavenworth  and  Julia  Sherman  (1  orter) 
Sperry.  His  father,  whose  biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
was  closely  identified  with  the  industrial  development  of  Waterbury, 
having  spent  64  years  with  the  company  of  which  his  son  is  now 
treasurer  and  of  which  he  was  president  until  a  short  time  before  lus 
death.  The  family  ancestry  goes  back  to  early  Colonial  days  and 
includes  many  men  of  prominence  of  that  time. 

Mr.  Sperry  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Waterbury,  the 
Waterbury  high  school,  Hotchkiss  school,  Yale  university  (Sheffield 
Scientific  School)  from  which  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  I  h.B., 
and  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  Following  Ins 
graduation  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  in  April,  1903.  He  was  elected  assistant  secretary,  February  12, 
1918,  and  became  secretary,  February  24,  1920.  He  was  elected  a  . 
director,  October  22,  1918.  Following  the  death  of  Clayton  M.  lie 
Mott,  Sr.,  for  many  years  treasurer  of  the  company,  Mr.  Sperry  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  that  office,  June  20,  1 929. 

In  addition  to  his  connection  with  the  Scovill  Manufacturing 
Company  Mr.  Sperry  is  vice-president  and  a  director  of  the  Hamilton 
Reach  Manufacturing  Company  of  Racine,  Wisconsin;  secretary  am  a 
director  of  the  Gilchrist  Company  of  Newark,  N.  J.;  a  director  of  the 
International  Cement  Corporation,  of  the  Citizens  and  Manufact¬ 
urers  National  bank  of  Waterbury,  the  Waterbury  Button  Company 
the  Waterbury  Morris  Plan  bank,  and  a  corporator  of  theWsterbury 
Savings  Rank  and  a  corporator  and  director  of  the  West  bide  Savings 

Bnnk. 

Mr.  Sperry  is  interested  in  the  affairs  of  liis  native  city  and  served 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  of  the  board  of  health  in 
1910  and  1911.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Mattatuck  Historical  society 

and  a  trustee  of  the  Waterbury  hospital.  „  ,  . 

His  club  membership  includes  the  Waterbury  club,  e  y 

club  of  Waterbury,  the  Home  club  of  Waterbury,  the  a  e  c  u  o 
New  York,  Graduates’  club  of  New  Haven,  the  Laurentian  club  of 
Snada  and  the  Fishers  Island  club.  He  is  affiliated  with  he  hirst 
Congregational  church  of  Waterbury  and  m  politics  is  a  Republic;  . 

February  15,  1912,  Mr.  Sperry  was  married  to  Olive  Smith, 
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daughter  of  J.  Richard  Smith  of  Waterbury,  who  was  President  of  the 
Waterbary  Button  Co.  and  of  the  West  Side  Savings  Bank  and 
prominent  in  many  other  of  the  business  enterprises  of  this  city. 
Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sperry:  Mark  L.  Sperry, 
2nd.,  and  Leavenworth  P.  Sperry,  Jr.,  and  three  deceased:  Richard 
Smith  Sperry,  Olive  Ives  Sperry  and  Catherine  Leavenworth  Sperry. 
The  family  residence  is  at  154  Buckingham  street,  Waterbury, 

and  Mr.  Sperry’s  business  address  is  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany. 
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EDWARD  W.  GOSS 


EDWARD  W.  GOSS,  assistant  to  the  president  of  the  Seovill 
Manufacturing  Company  of  Waterbury  and  prominent  in  the  political 
affairs  of  his  city  and  state,  was  born  in  Waterbury,  April  27,  1893, 
the  son  of  Edward  O.  and  Harriet  Wheeler  Goss.  He  is  the  grandson 
of  Chauncey  Porter  Goss,  noted  manufacturer  and  public  spirited 
citizen  of  Waterbury,  whose  life  history,  appearing  elsewhere  in  this 
work,  is  so  closely  identified  with  the  building  up  of  that  greal, 
industry,  the  Seovill  Manufacturing  Company,  and  the  industriat 
development  of  Waterbury.  His  father,  Edward  O.  Goss,  is  president 
and  general  manager  of  that  company. 

Edward  W.  Goss  received  his  education  in  the  Driggs  grammar 
school  of  Waterbury  and  the  Hill  school  at  Pottstown,  Pennsylvania. 
His  first  employment  was  a  brass  caster,  in  1913,  at  the  plant  of  the 
Seovill  Manufacturing  Company  and  the  year  following  found  him 
a  timekeeper  on  railroad  construction  at  Seattle,  Washington.  From 
1914  to  1916,  inclusive,  he  owned  and  operated  a  shingle  mill  and  in 
1918-1920  he  was  a  silent  partner  in  a  bond  business. 

Mr.  Goss  returned  to  the  Seovill  Manufacturing  Company  in 
1920  and  worked  his  way  through  various  departments,  including  that 
of  the  purchasing  department  and  the  maintenance  department  to  his 
present  position.  In  addition  to  his  connection  with  the  Seovill 
company  he  is  a  director  of  the  Atlantic  Funding  Company  and  of 
the  Community  Bond  and  Mortgage  Company. 

Mr.  Goss  manifests  a  keen  interest  in  state  affairs  and  in  those 
of  his  native  city.  He  has  been  chairman  of  the  Republican  town 
committee  for  six  years,  his  term  including  service  through  two 
presidential  elections,  and  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican 
national  convention  at  Kansas  City  in  1928.  Since  1922  he  has  been 
the  special  representative  of  the  governor  on  the  New  England 
Governors’  Fuel  committee,  devoted  to  investigating  rules,  rates 
and  practices  governing  inter-  and  intra-state  commerce  in  the 
transportation  of  fuel,  having  been  first  appointed  by  Governor 
Templeton  and  re-appointed  by  Governor  Trumbull. 

He  represented  the  Fifteenth  district  in  the  state  senate  at  the 
session  of  1927-1928  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  incorpo¬ 
rations.  He  sponsored  and  supported  many  measures  of  importance 
to  his  own  community  and  to  the  state  at  large  and  was  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leaders  in  that  body.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 


46 


. 

•j  L* 

>  i«  \a  if  »•  •>  i 

!i  I  Im  :  Jirfiriif  .jo  >  n  i 


I 


State  Central  committee,  and  chairman  of  the  Fifth  district  Con¬ 
gressional  committee.  His  activity  in  the  party’s  affairs  has  won  for 
him  wide-spread  recognition  throughout  the  state  as  one  of  the 
most  progressive  of  the  younger  members  of  the  party  and  he  is 
recognized  as  an  important  factor  in  its  deliberations. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Goss  was  a  member  of  lCGth  Depot 
Brigade  at  Camp  Lewis,  Washington. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  Yacht  club,  the  National 
Republican  club,  the  Hartford  club,  the  Waterbury  club,  the  Water- 
bury  Country  club  and  the  Madison  Country  club.  He  is  a  32nd 
degree  Mason,  Knights  Templar,  Shrine  of  Sphinx  Temple  and  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  church. 

His  chief  recreations  are  yachting,  hunting  and  fishing. 

Mr.  Goss  married  Abbie  Elizabeth  Boggs,  daughter  of  Willis 
R°g&s  °f  Spokane,  Washington,  in  1917  and  four  children  have  been 
born  of  the  union:  Jean  Harriet,  Edward  Boggs,  Mary  Louise  and 
Robert  Porter.  The  family  residence  is  at  129  Prospect  street. 
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WILLIAM  MIDDLEBROOK  GOSS 


WILLIAM  MIDDLEBROOK  GOSS,  secretary  and  a  director 
of  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company,  the  oldest,  largest  and  most 
successful  industry  of  its  kind  in  America  and  with  which  corporation 
he  has  been  connected  since  1917,  is  a  native  of  Waterbury  where  he 
was  born  on  September  17,  1894.  His  father  (whose  biography 
appears  in  this  work)  is  the  executive  head  of  the  Scovill  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company  and  a  potent  factor  in  its  great  progress  since  1888, 
during  which  period  the  expansion  as  to  capital  assets  and  con¬ 
structive  development  has  been  enormous. 

Harriet  Wheeler  Goss,  mother  of  William  M.  Goss,  is  of  old 
American  ancestry  who  have  contributed  to  the  welfare  of  the  state 
in  industry,  finance  and  other  lines  of  endeavor  for  several  genera¬ 
tions  back.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Moses  H.  Wheeler,  whose  family 
ancestry  dates  back  to  Revolutionary  times,  and  the  descendants  of 
whom,  have  been  prominently  associated  with  the  industrial  and 
financial  development  of  the  state. 

His  grandfather,  the  late  Chauncy  P.  Goss,  was  president  of  the 
Scovill  Manufacturing  Co.,  a  foremost  industrial  and  financial  execu¬ 
tive,  an  honored  and  respected  citizen  whose  passing  was  a  great  loss 
to  the  city  of  Waterbury,  where  he  had  spent  so  many  years  of  his 
active  and  useful  life. 

William  M.  Goss  was  educated  at  the  High  school,  Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania,  preparatory  to  his  entrance  to  Yale  university,  being 
graduated  therefrom  with  the  class  of  1917. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Scovill  Manufacturing  Company  where  for  the  past  12  years  he  has 
filled  positions  of  responsibility,  being  at  the  present  time  secretary 
of  the  company. 

His  residence  is  117  Pine  street,  Waterbury. 
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CHARLES  FREDERICK  BROOKER 


CHARLES  FREDERICK  BROOKER,  former  president  and 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  The  American  Brass  Company 
was  born  March  4,  1847,  at  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  the  son  of  Martin 
Cook  Brooker  and  Sarah  Maria  (Seymour)  Brooker.  IBs  death 
occurred  December  ‘20,  1020.  The  Brooker  family  came  from  Eng¬ 
land  near  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century.  John  Brooker  was  a 
central  figure  in  the  history  of  Guilford,  Connecticut,  as  early  as  1005. 

Charles  Frederick  Brooker  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  at  Litchfield  and  Torrington,  and,  in  1011,  Yale  university 
conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  prominence  in  the  metal  industry. 


Mr.  Brooker  entered  the  manufacturing  business  in  1804,  when 
but  17  years  of  age,  as  bookkeeper  for  The  Coe  Brass  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Porrington,  and  he  proved  so  useful  there  that  in  1870 
he  was  made  the  secretary.  The  great  success  of  the  brass  industry 
in  the  Naugatuck  Valley  is  a  story  of  surpassing  interest,  and  Mr. 
Brooker  played  a  very  large  part  in  its  vast  development.  His  uncle, 
Hon.  Lyman  W.  Coe,  devoted  his  life  to  upbuilding  The  Coe  Brass 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  at  his  death,  in  1893,  Mr.  Brooker 
succeeded  him  in  the  presidency,  stepping  naturally  into  a  position 
whose  duties  and  responsibilities  had  largely  fallen  upon  him  during 
Mr.  Coe  s  later  years.  It  was  Mr.  Brooker  who  brought  together 
The  Coe  Brass  Manufacturing  Company  of  Torrington  and  Ansonia, 
of  which  he  was  president,  the  Waterbury  Brass  Company,  Benedict 
and  Burnham  Manufacturing  Company  and  Holmes,  Booth  and 
Hayden  Company,  all  of  Waterbury;  the  Ansonia  Brass  and  Copper 
Company  of  Ansonia,  under  one  organization  which  became  The 
American  Brass  Company. 

He  was  president  and  retained  the  office  20  years  when  lie  became 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors.  He  kept  the  latter  office  after  the 
Company  had  been  purchased  by  the  Anaconda  Copper  Mining  Com¬ 
pany.  He  was  a  director  in  many  corporations,  including  Anaconda 
Copper  Mining  Company,  Chile  Copper  Company,  Chile  Exploration 
Company  and  United  States  Smelting  and  Refining  Company.  The 
family  interests  were  also  in  the  Farrel  Foundry  and  Machine  Com¬ 
pany  at  Ansonia,  in  which  his  stepson,  Colonel  Alton  Farrel  is 
interested. 
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In  the  course  of  a  very  active  business  life  Mr.  Brooker  also 
became  a  factor  in  Connecticut  politics,  and  for  16  years  (1900-1916) 
he  was  Connecticut  member  on  the  Republican  national  committee, 
and  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  from  1904-1908.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Republican  state  central  committee  for  a  time,  and 
usually  a  delegate  to  state  conventions.  He  sat  in  the  constitutional 
convention  of  1902.  Mr.  Brooker  was  in  the  state  legislature  twice, 
in  the  House  in  1875  and  in  the  Senate  in  1893.  His  views  on  legis¬ 
lation  relating  to  the  brass  and  copper  industry  frequently  were 
sought  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Brooker  was  a  former  governor  of  the  New  England  Society 
of  Colonial  Wars  in  Connecticut,  a  member  of  the  New  York  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  American  Geographical  Society,  the  New  England 
Society  of  New  York,  Royal  Society  of  A  rts  of  London,  the  National 
Geographic  Society,  and  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  His 
clubs  included  the  Union  League,  Bankers’,  Engineers,  Yale  club, 
Railroad,  New  York.  He  was  an  Episcopalian  by  faith  and  a  vestry¬ 
man  of  Christ  Church,  Ansonia. 

Aside  from  his  business  and  politics  Mr.  Brooker  had  many 
philanthropies  to  which  he  gave  freely  of  time  and  money,  including 
the  New  Haven  Anti-tuberculosis  Society,  better  known  as  Gaylord 
Farm  Sanitoria  at  Wallingford,  one  of  the  first  open-air  institutions 
for  treatment  of  adults  in  this  country;  the  Maria  Seymour  Brooker 

Memorial  of  Torrington,  and  others. 

Mr.  Brooker  married  Mrs.  Julia  E.  Clarke  Farrel  of  Amsonia, 

in  London,  October  30,  1894. 
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JOHN  A.  COE 


J0HN  A'  C°E’  1>residcllt  of  The  American  Brass  Company  of 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  was  born  August  23,  1808,  at  Betimny,  Conn. 
He  is  a  son  of  John  A.  Coe,  a  prominent  leather  manufacturer  of  New 
York  City,  and  Cornelia  A.  (Waketee)  Coe.  His  ancestors  on  both 
sides  were  of  English-Scotch  descent,  the  iirst  of  the  Coe  family 
locating  in  America  in  1031  in  New  England,  and  were  leaders  con¬ 
tinuously  in  military  and  state  adairs,  also  in  farming  and  maim- 
factoring, 

John  A,  Coe  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Connecticut, 
and  upon  completing  his  training  in  1885  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Osborne  &  Cheeseman  Co.,  of  Ansonia,  Conn.,  which  company  was 
later  succeeded  by  the  Birmingham  Brass  Co.,  of  Shelton,  Conn.  Two 
years  later  he  became  a  machinist’s  apprentice  with  the  Guild  and 
Garrison  Co.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  remaining  with  them  for  five  >ears. 
In  18J2  he  again  associated  himself  with  the  Birmingham  Brass  Co., 
as  Assistant  Superintendent,  remaining  there  for  a  period  of  eleven 
years,  and  was  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  company,  when  in  1003 
that  company  was  purchased  by  The  American  Brass  Company,  of 
which  Mr.  Coe  then  became  sales  manager.  lie  was  later  appointed 
assistant  to  the  president,  then  chosen  vice  president,  and  on  February 
3rd,  1920,  was  elected  president  of  the  corporation,  succeeding  Mr. 
Charles  F.  Brooker,  with  headquarters  at  Waterbury,  Conn. 

Mr.  Coe  is  also  director  of  1  he  American  Brass  Company,  vice 
president  and  director  of  Jhe  American  Metal  Ilose  Company, 
president  and  director  of  The  Waterbury  Brass  Goods  Corporation, 
president  and  director  of  the  Waterbury  Savings  Bank,  director  of  the 
Colonial  Trust  Company,  all  of  Waterbury,  Conn.;  president  and 
director  of  the  Ilendey  JMachine  Company,  director  the  Torrington 
National  Bank,  director  iorrington  Manufacturing  Company  and 
director  of  the  Torrington  Fruiting  Company,  all  of  Torrington, 
Conn.;  president  and  director  of  the  Ansonia  Land  and  Water  Power 
Company,  Ansonia,  Conn.;  President  and  Director  of  Anaconda 
American  Brass,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada;  vice  president  and 
director  of  the  New  York  &  Hastings  Steamboat  Company,  Hastings- 
on-Hudson,  N.  Y. ;  director  of  the  Anaconda  Copper  Mining  Company 
New  York  City. 

Mr.  Coe  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution,  the  New  England  Society  in  the  City 
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of  New  York,  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  the 
American  Institute  of  Mining  and  Metallurgical  Engineers,  and  of  the 
following  clubs;  The  Recess,  New  York  City;  The  Bankers  Club  of 
America,  the  Country  Club  of  Waterbury,  Conn.;  the  Union  League 
Club  of  the  City  of  New  York;  Waterbury  Club,  Waterbury;  Torring- 
ton  Club,  Torrington,  Conn. 

Mr.  Coe  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  is  a  Knight 
Templar. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Water¬ 
bury,  and  is  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

He  has  served  for  several  years  as  president  of  the  Waterbury 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  as  director  of  the  Waterbury 
Hospital,  Waterbury,  as  director  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Hospital, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  as  trustee  of  the  Silas  Bronson  Library  (Public), 
Waterbury. 

Mr.  Coe  was  married  at  Cairo,  N.  Y.,  on  May  25,  1892,  to  Miss 
Jessie  M.  Boice,  and  they  have  two  children,  Helen  Boice  Coe  (now 
Mrs.  Allen  H.  Boardman)  and  John  Allen  Coe,  Jr.  Residence, 
Waterbury,  Conn. 
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HENRY  SABIN  CHASE 

HENRY  SABIN  CHASE,  the  first  president  of  the  Chase 
Compames,  Inc.,  was  born  inAVaterbury,  October  1,  1855,  the  eldest 
eh,  do,  t „  h,e  Augustus  S.bin  Cl„,,c  StA 

Chase.  He  dred  March  4,  1918,  leaving  his  widow,  Alice  Morton 
Case  and  his  children  Airs.  Richard  I).  Ely,  Miss  Edith  Chase,  Mrs. 
.t  lfred  L.  Hart,  Mrs.  Edgar  Stillman  and  Rodney  Chase. 

Augustus  Sabin  Chase  was  of  sturdy  old  American  stock,  a 
descendant  of  \\  ilham  Chase  who  came  from  England,  locating  in 
Swansea  Massachusetts,  in  1080.  Ilis  father  was  an  outstanding 
ndustrial  leader  of  Ins  tune,  having  been  president  of  Holmes,  Booth 
&  Haydens  and  later  of  Benedict  &  Burnham  Company  until  1870 
when  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  development  of  the  Waterbury 

Manufacturing  Company  and  other  large  industrial  and  financial 
corporations.  He  passed  away  in  1896. 

Henry  Sabm  Chase,  was  educated  in  the  Waterbury  schools 
later  attending  first  the  famous  Gunnery  school  at  Washington* 
Connecticut,  then  the  Hopkins  Grammar  school  in  New  Haven  where 
lie  prepared  for  his  entrance  to  Yale.  While  at  Hopkins  he  enjoyed 
the  services  of  private  tutors  being  thus  enabled  to  pass  examinations 
a  year  ahead  of  his  time.  He  devoted  no  little  time  to  college 
journalism,  putting  in  odd  moments  reporting  for  New  Haven 
papers,  and  at  one  time  seriously  considered  adopting  journalism  as  a 
profession.  lie  was  elected  to  the  Elizabethan  club  of  Yale,  open 
only  to  those  having  distinctive  literary  talents.  He  was  graduated 
with  honors  from  Yale  in  the  class  of  1 877. 

Ilis  first  occupation  after  his  college  career  was  in  1877,  entering 
the  office  of  the  Holmes,  Booth  &  Haydens  Company  of  which  his 
father  was  president.  Meanwhile  his  father  purchased  a  large 
interest  in  the  United  States  Button  Company,  later  changed  to  the 
Waterbury  Manufacturing  Company,  and  from  this  beginning  was 
developed  the  Chase  Companies,  Inc.  The  interest  of  Charles  F. 
Pope  was  purchased  in  1884  by  Augustus  S.  and  Henry  S.  Chase  on  a 
basis  of  equal  ownership.  Under  the  able  management  of  Henry  S. 
Chase  and  his  associate,  Richard  J.  Ashworth,  the  Waterbury  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  grew  to  be  one  of  the  largest  consumers  of  brass 
in  the  United  States.  In  1900  the  growth  of  the  business  warranted 
the  building  of  the  Chase  Rolling  Mill  Company,  to  manufacture  the 
brass  needed  by  the  Waterbury  Manufacturing  Company  and  other 
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concerns  in  which  the  Chase  family  were  interested.  Extensive  tracts 
of  land  were  acquired  in  Waterville  in  anticipation  of  further  expan¬ 
sion,  and  by  1911  the  Chase  Metal  Works  was  organized  and  in 
operation.  The  Waterbury  Manufacturing  Company,  the  Chase 
Rolling  Mills  Company  and  the  Chase  Metal  Works,  Inc.,  were 
finally  merged  in  1917  into  the  Chase  Companies,  Inc.,  a  monument 
to  the  business  vision,  energy  and  daring  of  Henry  S.  Chase  fortified 
by  the  faith  and  wise  counsel  of  his  brother  and  successor  as  president, 
Frederick  S.  Chase,  and  the  loyal  support  of  the  other  members  of  his 
family  and  of  his  close  associates. 

IIis  actmties  were  not  confined  to  his  own  family  enterprise^ 
he  was  president  of  the  American  Printing  Company,  of  the  A.  S. 
Chase  Company,  and  of  the  Waterville  Corporation  (builders  of  the 
Chase  IVIetal  Works),  vice  president  of  the  Oakville  Company,  a 
director  in  the  Waterbury  Clock  Company,  Waterbury  Gas  Light 
Company,  American  Mills  Company,  Smith  &  Griggs  Company  and 
the  Waterbury  Buckle  Company. 

Mr.  Chase  was  a  financier  of  no  mean  ability,  which  was  aptly 
demonstrated  in  the  expansion  of  the  Waterbury  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  into  the  Chase  Companies,  an  achievement  which  stands  out 
in  the  history  of  the  industrial  development  of  the  Naugatuck  Valley. 
He  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Manufacturers  National  bank  early 
in  its  history,  and  after  his  father’s  death  became  a  director  in  the 


Waterbury  National  bank  of  which  his  father  had  been  president  and 
to  which  he  was  subsequently  elected  president.  He  was  for  years 
a  director  in  the  old  New  Haven  bank,  the  directorship  of  which 
included  men  of  the  distinction  of  the  late  president  Dwight  of  Yale 


and  Theodore  Woolsey. 


He  w  as  also  a  director  of  the  First  National 


bank  in  Litchfield,  and,  although  offered  directorships  in  other  banks 
including  those  of  New  York  city,  he  declined. 

His  early  taste  for  journalism  evidenced  itself  when  he  took 
an  active  interest  in  the  management  of  the  Waterbury  American , 
which  had  been  purchased  by  his  father  and  a  group  of  friends  shortly 
after  he  left  college.  Charles  F.  Chapin,  the  editor  of  The  American , 
a  classmate  of  Mr.  Chase,  was  invited  to  come  to  Waterbury  and  join 
The  American  staff  through  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Chase.  The 
manager  was  a  cousin  of  Mr.  Chase,  Charles  R.  Baldwin,  and  his 
interest  was  bought  by  Henry  S.  Chase  who  succeeded  him  as  mana¬ 
ger  of  the  paper.  He  became  president  of  the  American  Printing 
Company,  publishers  of  The  American ,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  and 
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retained  that  office  until  his  death,  although  nearly  fifteen  years  nrior 

i&asnss  was  -r—-  -  ^ 

f  1S  e^.°  10n  t0  a11  that  concerned  the  welfare  of  Waterburv 
was  frequently  demonstrated  in  a  practical  way  and  many  of  the  great 
publm  mprovement3  were  the  result  of  his  activity  and  influence 

•though  lie  held  no  public  office,  no  soundly  managed  civic 

bury  Ho 6  ?  6d  t0.  7Peal  t0  h!m-  TIe  Was  a  ‘••rector  in  the  Wator- 
Wnf  I  pltaI’  and  for  years  a  member  of  the  advisory  board  of  the 

^  Ind,ustnal  school>  initiated  and  financed  the  placing  of 
public  baths  and  opened  and  financed  the  Waterbury  Dispensary  tnd 
Lincoln  House,  both  of  which  are  now  carried  on  by  the  f.i!nily 
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FREDERICK  STARKWEATHER  CHASE 

FREDERICK  STARKWEATHER  CHASE,  a  leading  brass 
manufacturer  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  where  as  president  he 
leads  the  activities  of  the  Chase  Companies,  Inc.,  was  born  in 
Waterbury,  July  2,  1802,  a  son  of  Augustus  Sabin  and  Martha 
(Starkweather)  Chase.  His  father  was  of  the  sturdy  stock  that  lays 
deep  permanent  foundations  in  manufacturing.  He  had  been  presi¬ 
dent  of  Holmes,  Booth  &  Hayden  and  later  president  of  the  Benedict 
&  Burnham  Company,  brass  rolling  mill  that  later  became  part  of  the 
present  American  Brass  Company.  He  left  these  companies  in  1870 
when  a  company  that  had  originally  been  known  as  Hitchcocks  and 
later  as  the  United  States  Button  Company  passed  into  his  hands  and 

was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Waterbury  Manufacturing 
Company. 

Two  or  three  years  after  the  father  had  bought  and  reorganized 
the  new  brass  company,  Harry  S.  Chase,  older  brother  of  Frederick  S. 
Chase,  joined  the  father,  assumed  direct  management  and  bought 
out  entire  control  of  the  company.  He  then  became  president  of  the 
company  and  was  joined  a  little  later  by  his  brother,  Frederick  S. 
Under  their  cooperative  management,  the  plant,  which  manufactured 
brass  goods  exclusively,  grew  rapidly.  To  meet  the  needs  of  the 
factory,  which  was  consuming  metal  in  cast  and  rolled  form  in  ever 
increasing  quantities,  in  1900  a  mill  was  built  and  set  in  operation 
under  the  name  of  the  Chase  Rolling  Mill  Company.  It  was  soon 
supplying  not  only  the  needs  of  the  first  Chase  plant  but  was  pro¬ 
ducing  rod  and  sheet  brass  and  ware  for  the  open  market.  The  business 
continued  to  prosper  until,  in  1911,  a  second  brass  mill  known  as 
Chase  Metal  Works,  was  founded.  In  preparation  for  this  plant 
ground  along  the  Naugatuck  river  was  filled  three  to  ten  feet  above 
the  highest  known  water  mark  of  the  river.  A  greater  plant  was 
needed  and  an  enlargement  of  the  Chase  Metal  Works  was  decided 
upon  in  1914  wdien  the  then  bed  of  the  Naugatuck  river  was  changed 
to  make  available  the  necessary  ground. 

In  1917  all  the  Chase  brass  companies  were  merged  into  the 
Chase  Companies,  Inc.  On  the  death  of  his  brother,  II.  S.  Chase, 
in  1918,  Frederick  S.  Chase  became  president  and  successfully  con¬ 
ducted  the  companies  through  the  post  wrar  period  of  readjustment 
into  a  still  greater  growth.  One  of  the  most  beautiful  structures  in 
Waterbury,  an  imposing  granite  oflice  building  begun  in  1918,  stands 
as  an  evidence  of  the  successof  these  manufacturing  enterprises. 


.»<  ii  1  f  >  M 'i  1  'J  i  .i»J  3  ti.ioq  1)  u  f 

.  k-  ’  ■  -  •  >  . 

,  *.  ... i  *».  v  ,-j  j.,i  J  3  .  ‘  t  •'  v#> 

h-  •  *  .  7  ,T  tr  -mt  4  •’  *  •  •  ' »  ft'**- - >>  *!  ’i  1 

'iv  >  j  ,  ol  j  kn  t.  u  vj  r>.  j:.S  <r  y  t  ••  ■•>  •  • 

o  ■  ?•  >r  i  u<  fi  f P  fK>  1  r  o;  '  ivi  f|r 

•  t  .  i  >•  ;,/  iivr  f  Ik 

;  ,  J  k>  jii  i\  >?V*  il»  11  :  km*  :^b  a 

i  .Htcj  .ti 


I 


In  1921  the  Chase  Brass  and  Copper  warehouses  for  distribution 
of  products  of  the  companies  were  set  up.  In  1927  were  acquired  the 
business  and  warehouses  of  the  U.  T.  Ilungcrford  Brass  &  Copier 
ompany,  one  of  the  most  important  companies  in  distribution  of 
brass  and  copper  products.  In  1928  was  bought  the  Ohio  Brass  & 
Copper  Company  and  a  large  branch  plant  of  the  Waterbury  corpo- 
ration  put  under  construction  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

In  the  spring  of  1919  the  Chase  companies  were  merged  with  the 
Kennecott  Copper  Companies  which  brought  together  the  largest 
producer  of  copper  and  the  largest  independent  unit  brass  industry 
of  the  country  in  one  organization.  Mr.  Chase  still  stays  as  active 
head  of  the  brass  end  of  this  combine  and  with  his  Waterbury  organ¬ 
ization  as  previously  runs  the  plants  of  the  Chase  Companies. 

Mr.  Chase  was  educated  at  Phillips  Academy  at  Andover,  Mass¬ 
achusetts,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1888,  and  at  Yale  where  lie  was 
given  the  B.  A.  degree  in  1887.  He  married  Elsie  Rowland  of  New 
Bedford,  Massachusetts,  in  1890.  They  have  six  children,  four 
daughters  and  two  sons.  Ethel  Rowland,  who  married  Robert  L.  Coe 
of  Waterbury;  Helen  Starkweather,  who  married  Itufus  R.  Rand 
of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  Augustus  Sabin,  now  vice  consul  at 

Berlin,  Edmund  Rowland,  now  with  the  Chase  Companies;  Eredrika 
and  Justine  Whittemore. 

Mr.  Chase  is  president  of  the  Noeni  Manufacturing  Company 
and  the  Consolidated  Safety  Pin  Company.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Waterbury  National  Bank,  Citizens  and  Manufacturers’  National 
Bank,  the  Waterbury  Gas  Light  Company,  Hope  and  What-Cheer 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  Factory  Mutual  Liability  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  Automobile  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  America 
and  the  Waterbury  Clock  Company.  He  has  long  been  interested  in 
philanthropic  work  and  enterprises  of  civic  welfare,  lie  is  president 
of  the  Waterbury  Hospital  Corporation.  With  other  members  of  his 
family  he  has  been  the  donator  of  parks,  fine  highways,  and  beauty 
spots  to  Wraterbury  where  the  Chase  Dispensary  and  many  other 
noteworthy  gifts  bear  evidence  of  Chase  generosity. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers, 
Delta  Kappa  Epsilon,  Scroll  and  Key,  the  Rotary  club,  University 
club  of  Wraterbury,  Yale  club  of  the  Naugatuck  Valley,  the  Water- 
bury  Country  club,  the  Graduates’ club  and  Elizabethan  club  of  New 
Haven  and  the  Yale  club  of  New  York.  He  is  an  Episcopalian. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
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IRVING  HALL  CHASE 


IRVING  HALL  CHASE,  president  of  the  Waterbury  Clock 
Company  and  prominently  identified  with  many  other  important 
business  enterprises,  is  recognized  not  only  as  a  successful  industrial 
leader  but  as  a  citizen  interested  in  the  advancement  of  the  com¬ 
munity  as  well.  In  addition  to  serving  on  local  civic  bodies  he  repre¬ 
sented  the  Fifteenth  district  in  the  state  senate  during  the  sessions 

of  1907-08  and  1909-10  and  manifests  a  keen  interest  in  matters  of 
public  import. 

Irving  Hall  Chase  was  born  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  M!ay  13, 
1858,  the  son  of  Augustus  Sabin  and  Martha  (Starkweather)  Chase! 
His  father,  a  banker  and  manufacturer  prominent  in  the  development 
of  Waterbury,  was  born  in  Pomfret,  Connecticut,  in  1828,  and  came  to 
Waterbury  in  1855.  He  is  descended  from  William  Chase,  born  in 
1595,  who  came  with  Governor  Winthrop  in  1030  from  England  and 
who  settled  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts. 

The  line  of  descent  is  through  his  son,  John  Chase,  bum  in  1637; 
John  Chase,  bom  in  1675;  Elisha  Chase,  born  in  1712;  Seth  Chase! 
born  in  1742;  Slade  Chase,  born  in  1770;  Seth  Chase,  born  in  1798! 
Augustus  Sabin  Chase,  born  in  1828. 

Mr.  Chase  attended  the  Waterbury  high  school,  went  to  the 
Gunnery  school  at  Washington,  Connecticut  in  1873  and  Phillips 
Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts,  in  1874,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1876,  and,  in  turn,  was  graduated  from  Yale  university  in  the  class 
of  1880. 

On  November  8,  1880,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Waterbury 
Clock  Company  as  shipping  clerk  and  has  remained  with  that  com¬ 
pany  in  various  capacities  up  to  the  present  time,  successively 
occupying  the  positions  of  director,  secretary,  and  president.  In 
addition  to  being  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Waterbury  Clock 
Company  Mr.  Chase  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Waterbury 
National  bank;  president  of  the  Ingersoll  Watch  Company;  president 
of  the  Lake  County  Groves  Corp.;  treasurer  of  St.  Margaret’s  School 
for  Girls. 

He  is  a  director  of  the  American  Mills  Company;  Smith  &  Griggs 
Manufacturing  Company;  the  Waterbury  Buckle  Company;  the 
Gaylord  Farm  Association;  the  New  Haven  bank;  the  Waterbury 
Savings  bank;  the  Morris  Plan  bank  of  Waterbury;  the  Connecticut 
Junior  Republic.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Taft  School  Corporation. 
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In  politics  Mr.  Chase  is  a  Republican  and  in  addition  to  his 
service  as  a  state  senator  he  was  u  delegate  to  the  Republican  national 
conventions  of  1012  and  1916.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  park  com¬ 
mission  of  the  city  of  Waterbury  from  1021  to  1020  and  served  as 
president  of  that  body  in  1926-27.  He  was  fuel  commissioner  of  the 
city  of  Waterbury  during  the  World  war. 


Mr.  Chase’s  clubs  include  the  Waterbury  club,  the  Country  club 
of  Waterbury  and  the  Graduates’  club  of  New  Haven.  He  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Second  Congregational  church  of  Waterbury. 

February  28,  1889,  Mr.  Chase  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Ilosmer 
Kellogg,  daughter  of  Stephen  W.  Kellogg,  one  of  Connecticut’s  most 
distinguished  jurists  and  legislators  and  an  outstanding  member  of 
Congress  in  1869-75.  The  children  bom  of  this  union  are  Marjorie 
Starkweather,  born  October  8, 1892,  now  Mrs.  James  Rhodes  Sheldon, 
Jr.,  of  New  York  City;  Eleanor  Kellogg,  born  January  80,  1891,  now 
Mrs.  Charles  1 .  daft,  2nd.,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Lucia  Ilosmer,  born 
March  24,  1897,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Ewing,  j r . ,  of  New  York  City; 

Elizabeth  Irving,  born  June  12,  1905;  Dorothy  Mather,  boru  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  1907. 


The  family  residence  is  at  63  Prospect  street,  Wuterbury. 
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ARTHUR  REED  ICIMBALL 
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ARTHUR  R.EED  KIMBALL,  under  whose  editorial  and 
business  direction,  in  association  with  is  college  classmate  and  close 
nend,  Charles  F.  Chapin,  the  W aterbury  American  became  known  far 
an  wide  as  one  of  the  best  newspapers  in  New  England,  spent  41 
years  in  the  upbuilding  of  that  publication.  He  was  born  in  New 
lork  cty  February  1,  1855,  son  of  Jesse  Merrill  and  Elizabeth 
Chapin  (Robbins)  Kimball,  his  father  being  a  well-known  merchant. 
His  ancestry  is  traced  to  Governor  Carver,  who  in  Colonial  times  came 

from  England  to  America,  and  to  Jonathan  Edwards  from  whom  he  is 
in  the  sixth  generation  in  descent. 


Mr.  Kimball’s  early  life  was  spent  in  West  Haven.  His  prepara¬ 
tory  education  was  received  in  the  Hopkins  Grammar  school  follow¬ 
ing  which  he  entered  the  academic  department  at  Yale,  being  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1877.  While  at  college  he 
received  prizes  for  excellence  in  composition,  an  oration  appointment 
was  a  Junior  Ex-  and  a  Townsend  speaker,  a  Commencement  speaker 
and  an  editor  of  the  Yale  Literary  Magazine. 

Following  a  year  spent  in  the  Yale  Law  school,  Mr.  Kimball 
spent  a  year  in  the  law  office  of  F.  H.  Winston  of  Chicago  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  that  city  in  1879.  During  this  period  he  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Harvard  Fitting  School  of  Chicago.  Law  did  not 
appeal  to  him  and  he  left  it  in  1880  to  join  the  staff  of  the  Iowa  State 
Register  at  Des  Moines,  becoming  city  editor  of  that  newspaper,  with 
which  he  remained  for  nine  months.  From  there  he  went  to  St. 
Louis  to  be  a  reporter  on  the  Globe-Democrat,  where  he  served  for  a 
brief  time.  He  came  to  Waterbury  in  1881  to  be  associate  editor  of 
the  Waterbury  American  at  the  invitation  of  its  editor  Charles  F. 
Chapin  and  another  of  his  Yale  classmates,  Henry  S.  Chase,  the  paper 
being  then  under  their  control  and  management. 

Mr.  Kimball  has  lectured  on  journalism  at  Yale  and  has  con¬ 
tributed  many  leading  magazines  including  Scribner  sy  The  Century, 
The  North  American  Review,  The  Atlantic  Monthly ,  Harper's,  The 
Outlook  and  The  Independent. 

In  civic  service  Mr.  Kimball’s  work  has  been  outstanding.  He 
has  been  especially  interested  in  stamping  out  tuberculosis,  for  many 
years  having  served  as  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Tuberculosis 
Commission  and  as  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Gaylord  Farm  Sanatorium.  He  has  twice  been  president  of  the 
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Connecticut  Conference  on  Charities  and  Correction,  and  for  many 
years  has  been  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Long  Lane  Farm, 
(formerly  the  Connecticut  Industrial  School  for  Girls)  at.  Middletown! 
He  has  been  president  of  the  Waterbary  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  president 
of  the  Morris  Plan  Hank  and  of  the  Waterbary  Second  Mortgage 
Corporation,  a  vice-president  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank  and  a 
director  of  the  Colonial  lYust  Company,  lie  is  a  director  of  the 

Chase  Companies,  the  Waterbary  Clock  Company  and  the  Steele  and 
Johnson  Manufacturing  Company, 

Mr.  Kimball  is  an  ex-governor  of  the  Connecticut  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars,  a  vice  president  of  the  National  Civil  Service  Reform 
League  and  a  member  of  the  Yale  Alumni  Advisory  Board.  He  has 
long  been  president  of  the  Mattatuck  Historical  Society  and  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Taft  School  of  W  atertown. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Century  club,  the  University  Club,  the 
Authors  Club  of  New  York,  the  Authors  Club  of  London,  the  Eliza¬ 
bethan  Club  of  Yale  University.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Mr.  Kimball  and  the  associate  owners  sold  their  interest  in  the 
Waterbury  American  in  19l2i.  Since  his  retirement  from  journalism 
Mr.  Kimball’s  spirit  of  indefatigable  energy  has  kept  him  active  in 
service  to  his  city  and  state. 

On  May  15,  1895,  he  married  Mary  E.  Cli  ase  of  Waterbury, 
daughter  of  the  late  Augustus  S.  Chase.  They  have  two  children: 
a  son.  Chase  Kimball,  and  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  Chase  Kimball,  now 
Mrs.  Frank  K.  English. 
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WILLIAM  EDWARD  FULTON 


WILLIAM  E.  FULTON,  retired  manufacturer,  who  is  one  of  the 
outstanding  figures  in  the  industrial  and  civic  development  of  Water- 
bury,  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  August  8,  1852.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  and  embarked  on  a 
business  career  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  In  1873  he  came  to  Water- 
bury  to  take  the  position  of  Assistant  Bookkeeper  with  the  firm  of 
Holmes,  Booth  and  Hayden,  which  position  was  tendered  to  him  by 
A.  S.  Chase,  who  was  then  president  of  that  company. 

In  1877,  Mr.  Fulton  entered  the  employ  of  the  Farrel  Foundry 
and  Machine  Company  at  the  Waterbury  plant,  of  which  his  father-in- 
law,  E.  C.  Lewis,  one  of  Waterbury ’s  prominent  manufacturers  of  the 
last  generation,  was  agent  and  manager.  In  1880,  Mr.  Lewis  who 
owned  a  one-fourth  interest  in  the  stock  of  the  company  which  at  that 
time  operated  a  plant  in  Waterbury  and  another  in  Ansonia,  purchased 
the  Waterbury  branch,  and  continued  it  as  a  separate  concern.  Mr. 
Fulton  was  made  secretary  of  the  company  at  that  time,  and  the  name 
was  changed  to  the  Waterbury  Farrel  Foundry  and  Machine  Com¬ 
pany.  After  the  death  of  E.  C.  Lewis,  Mr.  Fulton  was  elected 
president  of  the  company  and  remained  in  that  office  until  he  retired 
from  active  participation  in  the  affairs  of  the  company  in  the  year 
1919,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son.  William  Shirley  Fulton. 

Mr.  Fulton  helped  to  reorganize  the  Waterbury  Machine  Com¬ 
pany,  became  its  president  and  later  consolidated  it  with  the  Water¬ 
bury  Farrel  Foundry  and  Machine  Company.  With  E.  C.  Lewis, 
who  originally  directed  the  destinies  of  the  Waterbury  business,  with 
George  B.  Lamb,  whose  genius  in  the  invention  of  special  machinery 
contributed  so  much  to  the  supremacy  and  advancement  of  the  com¬ 
pany  in  its  particular  field  of  operation,  and  with  other  associates, 
Mr.  Fulton  shares  the  credit  for  successful  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  company. 

In  October,  1877,  Mr.  Fulton  married  Miss  Ida  E.  Lewis, 
daughter  of  Edward  C.  Lewis  of  Waterbury.  Tliree  sons  were  born 
of  the  union, — Lewis  Edwards  Fulton,  William  Shirley  Fulton  and 
Irving  Kent  Fulton. 

Mr.  Fulton  became  vice-president  of  the  Manufacturers  National 
Bank  of  Waterbury  on  July  27,  1909  and  continued  in  that  capacity 
until  January  9,  1923,  when  he  voluntarily  retired,  but  continued  as 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors. 
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Mr.  Fulton  has  long  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  city’s  most 
generous  and  leading  philanthropists,  although,  insofar  as  ho  was  able 
he  has  carried  on  his  benefactions  in  an  un ostentations  manner.  His 
greatest  gift  to  lus  fellow  citizens  has  been  the  acquisition  and 
development  of  Lewis  Fulton  Memorial  Park,  which  gift  was  made 
joint  y  by  himself  and  Mrs.  Fulton.  This  park  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  most  intensely  developed  parks  in  New  England,  and  is 
a  lasting  source  of  enjoyment  to  the  people  of  Waterbary.  Its  many 

features  offer  opportunities  for  recreations  and  enjoyment  to  young 
and  old.  ^  J  b 


When  the  board  of  park  commissioners  of  the  city  of  Waterbury 
was  established  in  May,  1921,  consisting  of  10  members,  Mr.  Fulton 
was  appointed  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  board  and  later 
served  as  president  of  this  organization.  He  continued  as  a  member 
until  May,  1927,  when  he  voluntarily  retired,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  William  Shirley  Fulton. 
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IHVIN  W.  DAY 


IRVIN  W.  DAY,  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  Connecticut 
Light  and  Power  Company  at  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  for  17  years 
has  been  prominently  and  actively  associated  with  the  great  growth 
and  development  of  electrical  power  industry  in  the  state.  He  was 
born  March  12,  1883,  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  a  son  of  J.  Francis  Day,  who  is 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  Utica  Trust  &  Deposit  Company  of  that 
city,  and  of  Fannie  Williams  Day,  both  of  American  ancestry  for 
many  generations  baek. 


Irvin  W.  Day  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city,  later  entering  Cornell  University,  graduating  therefrom  in  1906 
with  the  degree  of  mechanical  engineer.  After  completing  this 
college  course,  he  went  to  New  York  city  and  entered  the  steamship 
business,  beginning  with  the  New  ^  ork  &  Cuba  Steamship  Company 
which  was  known  as  the  Yard  line,  and  subsequently  with  the 
American  Alail  Steamship  Company.  lie  was  identified  with  steam¬ 
ship  operations  for  six  years,  four  of  which  were  spent  at  sea  in  various 
engineering  departments.  In  1912  lie  became  assistant  secretary  of 
the  United  Electric  Light  and  Water  Company,  Waterbury,  and  in 
1914  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  secretary  and  treasurer.  When 
this  company  was  merged  into  the  Connecticut  Light  and  Power 
Company  in  1917,  he  was  elected  vice-president  and  a  director  of  that 
corporation.  Mr.  Day  is  also  vice-president  and  a  director  of  the 
Connecticut  Electric  Service  Company,  the  Northern  Connecticut 
Power  Company,  the  Ousatonic  Water  Power  Company,  Derby,  and 
of  the  Bristol  Traction  Company,  Bristol.  He  is  also  a  director  of 
several  other  companies  among  which  are  the  Niagara.  Falls  Power 
Company,  Citizens’  and  Manufacturer’s  National  Bank  of  Water¬ 
bury,  and  Beardsley  &  Wolcott  Manufacturing  Company  of  Water¬ 
bury.  lie  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank  of  Waterbury. 

Member  of  University  club,  Bankers  club,  New  York  city;  Water¬ 
bury  club;  Country  club  of  Waterbury,  of  which  he  has  been  presi¬ 
dent  for  several  years;  Hartford  club  of  Hartford,  Adirondack  League 
club,  Society  of  Naval  Architects  and  Marine  Engineers,  American 
Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  and  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
Engineers.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the  New  England  division  of 
the  National  Electric  Light  Association.  Mr.  Day  was  married  on 
September  27,  1913,  to  Miss  Madeleine  Hayward  Smith,  daughter 
of  R.  A.  C.  Smith,  of  New  York  city. 
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WILLIAM  JAMIESON  PAPE 

,  r;W1p  JAMIES0N  J’Al’L.  publisher  and  majority  owner 

of  lhe  hepubhcan  and  The  American  in  Watcrbury,  Connecticut,  has 
spent  a  life  of  energetic  action  in  the  newspaper  field  that  lias  made 
him  known  in  his  profession  throughout  the  country.  An  outstnndin" 
characteristic  has  been  his  recognition  that  a  newspaper  is  a  public 
trust  in  the  conduct  of  which  he  owes  the  community  a  service,  and 
m  the  spirit  of  rendering  such  a  service  lie  has  made  the  publications 
with  which  he  is  connected  successful. 

Mr.  Pape  was  born  in  Liverpool,  England,  December  1,  1873 
son  of  Robert  and  Martha  (llurnett)  Pape,  llis  father  was  a  ship 
master  who  took  his  very  small  son,  daughter  and  wife  on  a  voyage 
with  him  to  Japan.  On  that  voyage  the  father  died  in  Japan  which 
left  the  young  family  to  make  their  way  back  to  Liverpool  alone. 
In  that  old  shipping  town  the  boy  grew  up  with  a  love  of  the  sea, 
developing  a  spirit  of  adventure  that  has  kept  him  always  eager  to 
learn  and  experience  some  new  thing,  a  quality  of  outstanding  im- 
portance  in  a  newspaper  man. 

Coming  to  America  when  he  was  13  years  old,  the  boy  lived 
with  an  uncle  in  Passaic,  N.  J.,  where  he  attended  high  school  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  honor  of  valedictorian  in  1890.  A 
job  in  an  express  office  started  him  in  the  business  world,  keeping 
books  and  sweeping  the  floor,  An  offer  of  $3  a  week  brought  him 
into  newspaper  work  in  1890  as  reporter  for  the  Passaic  Daily  News. 
In  1892  he  became  city  editor  and  a  year  later  business  manager  of 
that,  newspaper.  From  1897  until  1901  he  was  editor  as  well  as 
business  manager  of  the  News. 

In  partnership  with  Gordon  M.  Lathrop  of  the  Paterson  Press, 
Mr.  Pape  bought  The  Waterbary  Republican  in  1901  from  Francis 
Atwater  who  a  short  time  previously  hud  acquired  it  from  the  com¬ 
pany  printing  The  American.  Mr.  Lathrop  became  editor  and  Mr. 
Pape  business  manager.  Mr.  La  t  hr  op’s  health  failing  in  1908,  he 
went  away  on  a  year’s  leave  of  absence  during  which  Mr.  Pape 
functioned  as  both  editor  and  business  manager.  Lhe  political  battle 
of  George  L.  Lilley  for  governor  of  Connecticut  falling  before  the  year 
was  up,  Mr.  Lathrop  returned  to  stump  the  state  for  Mr.  Lilley,  a 
campaign  that  was  won  but  left  Mr.  Lathrop ’s  health  in  such  a  state 
that  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  newspaper  to  Mr.  Pape  and  went  to 
California. 
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Under  his  direction  The  Republican  prospered  and  grew  steadily. 
In  1920,  as  a  consequence  of  war  influences,  news  print  climbed  to 
prices  that  put  papers  to  a  strain  to  meet  them.  Mr.  Pape  found  the 
solution  of  this  problem  for  publishers  all  over  the  United  States  by 
organizing  the  Publishers’  Buying  Corporation  in  which  the  buying 
power  of  240  newspapers  was  united.  Paper  was  shipped  from 
abroad  and  inflated  prices  were  broken. 

In  recognition  of  the  services  thus  rendered  and  in  recognition 
of  other  services  to  the  Associated  Press  particularly  in  Connecticut 
and  New  England,  Air.  Pape  received  support  that  resulted  in  his 
election  as  second  vice-president  of  the  Associated  Press  in  1927  and 
first  vice-president  in  1928.  Air.  Pape  represented  the  Associated 
Press  at  the  Institute  of  Pacific  Relations  at  Honolulu  in  1927.  He 
was  president  of  the  New  England  Daily  Newspaper  Association  in 
the  year  1920-27,  and  has  been  chairman  of  the  Connecticut  Division 
of  the  Associated  Press  for  several  years.  He  is  also  state  vice- 
president  of  the  National  Editorial  Association.  In  October  1906 
Air.  Pape  founded  Rhe  Sunday  Republican.  1  he  JVatcTbuvy  AmeTican 
was  bought  from  the  American  Printing  Company  in  1922  and  con¬ 
solidated  by  AH.  Pape  with  Ihe  Republican ,  the  two  being  printed  by 
The  American-Republican  Incorporated,  with  Air.  Pape  as  president. 

Air.  Pape  married  Julia  E.  F.  Bolton  of  Passaic  in  1898  and  they 
have  four  children,  William  Bolton,  Eric,  Robin  Bernard  and  Benita 
Alary. 

Air.  Pape  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  in  politics  a  Repul  dican.  He 
is  a  Alason  and  an  Elk.  He  belongs  to  the  Waterbury  Club,  the 
Rotary  Club,  the  Waterbury  Country  Club,  Potatuck,  Amston  Lake, 
Appalachian  Mountain  Club,  Green  Alountain  Club  and  The 
Advertising  Club  of  New  York. 
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ELIAS  ROBERT  STEVENSON 


ELIAS  ROBERT  STEVENSON,  editor-in-chief  of  The 
Republican  and  The  American  in  Waterbary,  Connecticut,  who  has 
been  associated  with  William  J.  Tape  in  the  development  of  these 
newspapers,  left  the  staff  of  The  Springfield  (Mass.)  Republican  to 
become  managing  editor  of  The  Waterbary  Republican  in  11)17.  Upon 
the  purchase  of  The  American  in  1920  he  took  on  editorial  direction 
of  that  paper  in  addition  to  The  Republican ,  expanding  the  staffs  and 
taking  especial  pride  in  the  development  of  news  and  feature  writers, 
desk  editors,  editorial  writers  and  others  who  have  united  capably  in 
producing  good  newspapers.  In  addition  to  being  editor  he  is  vice- 
president  of  The  American-Republican,  Inc.,  the  publishing  company. 

The  editor  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  August  29 
1882,  son  of  Elias  G.  and  Mary  Ann  (Tighe)  Stevenson.  lie  received’ 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  schools  of  that  city,  graduating 
from  the  Hillhouse  high  school,  valedictorian  of  the  class  of  1908. 
He  then  entered  Yale  college  with  abundant  ambition,  energy  and 
thirty-six  dollars.  The  four  years  of  liis  college  course  were  filled 
with  activity  outside  as  well  as  inside  the  classroom,  for  it  was 
necessary  that  he  earn  every  dollar  to  pay  his  way.  Among  other 
jobs  by  which  he  accomplished  this  was  that  of  general  utility  aid  for 
George  B.  Bunnell,  proprietor  of  the  old  Hyperion  theater,  where  he 
was  brought  into  contact  with  famous  actors,  playwrights  and 
producers.  These  artists  made  the  subject  matter  for  art  ides  which 
he  sold  to  New  York  newspapers.  He  worked  in  the  Sargent  hard¬ 
ware  factory  and  as  Christmas  clerk  in  the  Edw.  Malley  Company’s 
department  store.  He  was  a  reporter  in  turn  for  the  New  Haven 
Register ,  the  New  Haven  Palladium ,  The  Union  and  The  Journal 
Courier.  He  was  a  journeyman  in  wood,  wire  and  metal  lathing 
in  building  construction  work.  Mid  he  ended  his  college  course  with 
a  B.  A.  degree  in  1907  without  a. debt  behind  him.  With  him  in  his 
undergraduate  newspaper  adventures  was  a  classmate,  Sinclair  Lewis, 
who  has  since  become  famous  as  the  author  of  “Main  Street”  and 
other  novels. 

On  leaving  college  Mr.  Stevenson  went  to  work  for  The  New 
Haven  Palladium.  In  the  fall  of  1907  he  left  that  newspaper  to  join 
the  faculty  of  the  Georgia  School  of  Technology  at  Atlanta,  Ga., 
where  he  taught  English  for  a  school  year.  He  then  taught  English 
for  a  year  at  the  Hartford  (Conn.)  high  school.  A  return  to  news- 
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paper  work,  for  which  his  whole  college  course  had  been  pointed,  was 
made  in  the  fall  of  1909  when  he  joined  the  staff  of  the  Springfield 
Republican.  There  he  was  successively,  reporter,  feature  writer  and 
city  editor. 

As  a  frpe  lanpe  writer  while  in  Atlanta,  Mr.  Stevenson  wrote 
feature  articles  for  the  A.tlanta  Constitution^  and  northern  newspapers. 
In  Springfield,  in  addition  to  writing  feature  articles  for  The  Boston 
Transcript ,  The  Philadelphia  Public  Ledger ,  The  New  York  Times 
and  other  newspapers,  he  was  editor  of  the  “Candlestick  Magazine,” 
a  monthly  published  in  that  city.  He  has  also  written  short  stories 
and  feature  articles  for  leading  magazines  and  has  produced  dramatic 
sketches. 

Under  special  assignment  for  the  New  England  Alliance  of  News¬ 
papers  in  1920  Mr.  Stevenson  made  a  field  investigation  of  anthracite 
coal  mining,  distribution  and  sales,  together  with  governmental 
attitude  at  Washington,  for  which  he  wrote  a  series  of  articles  printed 
throughout  New  England. 

In  June,  1909,  Mr.  Stevenson  married  Alice  Louise  Armbruster 
in  New  Haven.  To  them  have  been  born  two  children,  Robert  Irving 
and  Sylvia  Virginia. 

Mr.  Stevenson  is  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Newspaper 
Editors,  the  Associated  Tress,  the  Mattatuck  Historical  Society,  the 
Rotary,  University,  Naugatuck  Valley,  Yale,  and  University  clubs; 
the  Green  Mountain  club  and  the  Waterbury  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  is  a  member  of  All  Souls  Episcopal  church  and  Liberty  Lodge  of 
Masons.  His  chief  recreations  are  golf  and  mountain  climbing.  His 
home  address  is  38  Herkimer  Avenue,  Waterbury. 
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BUELL  HEMINWAY 


BUELL  HEMINWAY,  was  the  fourth  child  of  General  Merritt 
Heminway,  a  pioneer  in  the  silk  industry  and  founder  of  the  M. 
Heminway  &  Sons  Silk  Company  at  Watertown,  which  has  since 
grown  to  be  one  of  the  largest  and  best  known  in  America.  He  was 
of  Colonial  ancestry,  dating  back  to  1673,  when  the  family  settled  in 
East  Haven,  Conn.  Mary  Ann  (Buell)  Heminway,  mother  of  Buell 
Heminway,  was  also  of  old  Colonial  ancestry. 

At  the  close  of  his  school  attendance  he  entered  the  store  mid 
silk  mill  of  his  father  and  at  the  age  of  19  he  was  elected  secretary  of 
the  company,  then  known  as  the  M.  Heminway  &  Sons  Silk  Company. 
Following  the  death  of  his  father  he,  together  with  his  son,  1L  Havens 
Heminway,  and  Mr.  Bartlett,  former  superintendent  of  the  old  com¬ 
pany,  he  organized  the  Heminway  &  Bartlett  Silk  Company  in  1888. 
Under  his  direction  as  president  and  treasurer  the  business  grew 
steadily,  necessitating  frequent  enlargements  of  the  plant.  His 
evident  business  ability  led  to  enlargement  of  his  scope  of  activities 
in  the  business  and  public  life  of  his  community,  he  being  called  to 
accept  many  positions  of  importance  and  trust,  including  the  vice 
presidency  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank  and  a  directorship  in  the 
Citizens  National  bank  of  Waterbury.  He  also  served  in  many 
capacities  for  the  development  and  advancement  of  his  native  town. 
He  was  particularly  interested  in  promoting  public  education  and  for 
10  years  filled  the  position  of  treasurer  of.  the  school  board  in  the 
Centpr  district  and  was  for  many  years  president  of  the  Library 
Association.  He  gave  valuable  service  as  a  member  of  the  building 
committee  when  the  beautiful  public  library  was  erected,  lie  was 
also  treasurer  of  the  Watertown  Water  Company.  He  was  an 
extensive  traveler  through  his  own  country  mid  in  Europe.  To 
church  and  charitable  institutions  lie  extended  liberal  aid  and  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century  he  was  a  vestryman  of  the  Christ  Protestant 
Episcopal  church.  He  was  also  treasurer  of  the  parish  for  10  years 
and  for  six  years  a  trustee.  He  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
progressive  men  of  affairs  in  his  community  and  one  of  its  most  valued 
citizens.  His  death  occurred  March  6,  1915  and  his  wife  survived  him 
only  five  days. 
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B.  IIAVENS  IIEMINWAY 


B.  IIAVENS  HEMINWAY,  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
Heminway  &  Bartlett  Silk  Company,  with  plant  and  executive  head¬ 
quarters  at  Watertown,  Connecticut,  prominently  and  actively 
identified  with  the  progress  and  development  of  that  corporation  for 
forty  years,  and  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the  silk  industry,  was 
born  November  11,  I860,  at  Watertown,  the  son  of  Buell  and  Julia 
(Havens)  Heminway.  The  ancestry  on  both  sides  is  traced  to  early 
Colonial,  the  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in  Connecticut  being  Samuel 
Heminway  who  settled  in  what  is  now  East  Haven,  about  1673. 

B.  Havens  Heminway  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Watertown,  supplemented  by  a  course  at  the  General  Russell  Military 
School  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  After  finishing  his  schooling  he 
became  associated  with  the  Heminway  &  Bartlett  Silk  Company 
when  it  was  organized  in  188S  as  assistant  treasurer.  He  applied 
himself  assiduously  to  mastering  the  business  in  detail  and  upon  the 
death  of  his  father  he  succeeded  him  as  president  and  treasurer, 
which  position  he  now  holds,  devoting  his  time  and  attention  to  his 
duties  as  executive  head  of  the  corporation. 

Mr.  Heminway  is  president  of  the  Watertown  Library  Associa¬ 
tion,  another  position  which  was.  held  by  his  father  before  him, 
is  president  of  the  Evergreen  Cemetery  Association  of  Watertown, 
a  trustee  of  Christ  Church  parish,  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  civic  welfare.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Water- 
bury  club  and  the  Waterbury  Country  club,  both  of  Waterbury,  and 
of  the  Madison  Country  Club  of  Madison.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  * 

October  19,  1892,  Mr.  Heminway  was  married  to  Maude  Willard 

of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  the  noted  yachtsman,  Edward 
A.  Willard.  Their  children  are  Buell  H.,  Jr.;  who  is  secretary  and 
assistant  treasurer  of  the  company;  Madelaine  (now  Mrs.  Robert  I. 
Holden  of  Haverford,  Pennsylvania;  Caroline  Le  Baron  now  Mrs. 
Delano  W.  Ladd  of  Plainfield,  New  Jersey)  and  Willard  S.  Heminway 
who  is  now  connected  with  the  Heminway  &  Bartlett  Silk  Company 
in  the  New  York  office. 

Mr.  Ileminway’s  family  residence  is  in  Watertown  and  his  summer 
home  at  Madison,  Connecticut. 
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BUELL  II.  IIEMINWAY,  JR 
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BUELL  H.  IIEMINWAY  T„  ,  . 

of  tlie  Heminway  &  Bartlett  Sill-  r  ™  ***  “nd  ;issistant  treasurer 
ticut,  with  Which  he  has  been  tth.u‘PiU;y  <-W 

busmess  career,  was  born  August  24  18!K  "YuY  entw'mS  his 
B.  Havens  and  Maude  (Willard)  IT  ■’ *  '  atertown,  the  son  of 

biography  appears  in  this  work  i,  C,U!“W“y-  liis  falher,  whose 
Heminway  &  Bartlett  Silk  Company  <>f  T  Yi*  'r‘'asUror  of  ‘he 
original  fomiders.  In  fact  Buell  Vl  ir  *•  “C  ‘  wus  01“'  of  the 
career  to  the  silk  industry  is  following 'irtT^f  '  “  deVotb,«  llis 
generations  of  his  forefathers,  his  great  gr-u,  Mi  r''1''  °f  scveral 
Heminway,  being  the  pioneer  in  i  ]t  l  ’  &  fat)ler>  General  Merritt 

“di,I«i“|-  •!» «.  .if SlTr;;;*1' »« » » 

Buell  II.  Heminway  Jr  lm»  i  of  M.  Ilenimway  &  Sons. 
Connecticut,  and  the  Taft  school  at  \v  V'  fat  1  'C  ^Cnt  scll0°h  Lent, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Heminway  1  Si:aw^M,UaU,,t' 

holds  at  the  present  tinYe  fe  Y  lY  r'U'er’  *,,ich  J,ositiol‘  he 
Trust  Company  and  Commuatvh  Y  dT^0r  ll‘C  WaU‘r‘own 
He  is  a  member  of  Te  tW  Y  .T*  M°,tga«e  Company. 

club,  the  Madison  Country  club  aYdYm  fj  Yolk  vfl7n 
is  an  enthusiastic  yachtsman  Tn  ,  ni •  \  .  ork  >  acl>t  club.  ]  Ie 

During  the  World  war  he  enlisted  in  foe  ^a  J<j1;ubll<'a“-  . 
boatswain’s  mate,  later  being  sent  tn  ri.  Deserve  us  chief 

detachment,  taking  over  m  Amen  asb'°">  ‘  cotland,  in  a  sjiecial 
duty  in  the  Irish  JKfcET- “* “  - M 

I-  “  «w  Mo. «.  wi™  T,v”'  d"ly «* 

American  yacht  was  the  first  a,  -  active  service.  This 
English  shores  and  King  George  ”erica”  "lan-of-war  to  reach  the 
inspection,  during  which  Engli  h  '  ”U"e  *  ’°ari  t0  visit  iuul  uiake  an 
Of  which  shows  Mr  7'°  "***  ~ 

King.  This  picture  he  ' '  k-  V  °  SL‘lkui«  ,'alllls  "iUi  the 

the  war.  “  °f  °“e  °f  th‘‘  >™»entos  of 

the  United  States  was  advanced  l  he^™^  T'— "*“"7° 

-d  Lime  iir 

Mr.  Heminway  was  married  November  30  loi*  +  a 
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IIOMER  STILLE  CUMMINGS 


HOMER  STILLE  CUMMINGS,  senior  member  of  the  well- 
known  law  firm  of  Cummings  and  Lockwood,  of  Stamford,  Connect¬ 
icut,  a  leader  of  the  Connecticut  bar  and  for  25  years  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  National  Committee  of  which  he  was  its  chairman  for 
several  years,  was  born  April  30,  1870,  at  Chicago,  Illinois.  He  is  a 
son  of  Uriah  Cummings,  inventor,  scientist  and  a  manufacturer  of 
cement,  and  of  Audie  Schuyler  (Stille)  Cummings.  His  ancestry  on 
the  paternal  side  is  Scotch-English  his  father  being  a  native  of  New 
York.  His  maternal  descent  is  Dutch,  French  and  English,  his 
mother  having  been  born  in  New  York. 

Homer  S.  Cummings  received  his  earlier  education  at  Ileathcote 
School,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  subsequently  entering  Yale  Sheffield  Scientific 
School,  graduating  therefrom  with  degree  of  Pli.B.,  and  later  from 
Yale  Law  School  in  the  class  of  1893,  with  the  degree  of  LL.B.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1893,  and  began  practice  in  Stamford 
Connecticut,  August,  1893.  On  January  1,  1895,  he  entered  the  law 
firm  of  Fessenden,  Carter  and  Cummings  which  was  organized  in  that 
year.  Mr.  Cummings  withdrew  from  the  firm  in  1900  and  followed 
the  practice  of  law  alone  until  September  1,  1909,  when  he  organized 
the  law  firm  of  Cummings  and  Lockwood,  which  association  continues 
to  the  present  time,  being  one  of  the  leading  law  firms  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Cummings  was  appointed  states  attorney  for  Fail  field 
county,  July  1,  1914,  resigning  November  1,  1924.  He  was  corpo¬ 
ration  counsel  of  the  city  of  Stamford  1908-1912,  and  was  further 
honored  by  his  constituency  by  being  elected  mayor  of  Stamford  for 
three  terms  1900-1901,  1901-1902,  1904-1900.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  national  committee  from  1900  to  December  1,  1925, 
when  he  resigned.  He  was  chairman  of  tire  committee,  1919  to  1920, 
and  served  as  vice-chairman  1913-1919. 

In  1917  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Holcomb  as  one  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Council  of  Defense  and  served  to  the  end  of  the 
World  War.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Odd  h  ellows, 
Elks,  Eagles,  and  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  club  affiliations  consist  of 
membership  in  the  Metropolitan  Club,  New  York;  Congressional 
Country  Club  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  University  Club  of  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  Suburban  club  and  Woodway  Country  Club  of  Stamford. 

Mr.  Cummings  is  married  and  has  one  son,  Dickinson  Schuy  er 

Cummings.  Residence,  Stamford,  Connecticut. 
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CHARLES  A.  MALLORY 

CHARLES  ARLHim  MALLORY,  president  of  the  Mallory 
Hat  Company  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  a  potent  fac  tor  in  the  .neat 
growth  and  development  of  that  pioneer  hat  manufacturing  conc  ern, 

®°  °ldest  Iln<  beSt  kn0WU  *"  Americri,  was  born  October  16, 
18o0  m  Danbury,  Conn.  He  is  a  son  of  Ezra  A.  Mallory,  who  was 

the  founder  of  the  business  in  1828  and  who  passed  av.wy  in  1845 

at  which  tune  Ezra  Mallory  succeeded  him  as  executive  head  of  the 

company.  I  he  Mallory  ancestry  were  of  old  Connecticut  descent 
tor  many  generations  back. 

Charles  A.  Mallory  was  educated  in  the  public  sc  hools  of  Dan- 
ury  subsequently  attending  East  Hampton  Preparatory  College 
and  completing  his  studies  at  the  Hampton  Institute.  At  an  early 
age  he  began  his  business  career  with  E.  A.  Mallory  cV  Company  in 
the  humble  capacity  of  clerk  in  the  office,  later  entering  upon  an 
apprenticeship  of  lour  years  in  the  factory  where  he  attained  a 
knowledge  and  mastered  the  details  of  the  hat  manufacturing  industry 
in  a  thoroughly  practical  manner,  as  well  as  the  executive  end  of 
the  business.  In  1882.  lie  was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  firm 
ot  which  he  is  now  the  directing  head. 

Aside  from  his  connection  with  the  hat  industry,  Mr.  Mallory' 
is  also  vice-president  of  the  Clark  Box  Company;  a  director  in  the 
City  MaUonal  Bank;  president  of  the  Danbury  Hospital;  president 
ot  Danbury  Relief  Society;  vice-president  of  Tweedy  Silk  Mills; 
vice-president  Danbury  Industrial  Corporation;  trustee  Danbury 

Library  and  is  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Union  Savings  Rank 
of  Danbury. 

Mr.  Mallory  was  married  first  September  10,  1873,  to  Ella  L. 
Ryder  of  Danbury  who  passed  away  March  13,  1803.  To  them 
were  born  Harry  B.  Mallory  who  is  vice-president  of  the  Mallory 
Hat  Company,  and  Clara  J.  (now  Mrs.  M.  C.  Loewe)  of  Danbury. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Danbury  Club  and  of  the  Ridgewood 
Golf  Club  of  Danbury. 

During  the  World  Wrar,  Mr.  Mallory  was  the  chairman  of  Home 
Service  Work  in  Danbury,  in  connection  with  Red  Cross  Activities 
looking  after  the  boys’  allotments  for  their  mothers  and  sisters  and 
keeping  track  of  the  soldiers  while  overseas. 

A  brief  history  of  the  Mallory  Hat  Company  is  given  herewith: 

Ezra  Mallory  the  founder  of  the  business  and  pioneer  in  the  hat 
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manufacturing  industry  of  Danbury  was  born  in  Redding,  Conn, 
in  1785.  In  1823  he  opened  his  little  hat  factory  turning  out  about 
three  hats  a  day  in  his  primitive  shop  at  Great  Plain,  making  his 
hats  solely  by  hand,  and  for  local  trade.  A  few  years  later  he  entered 
the  New  York  field  traveling  tlie  Poston  Post  Road  by  stage  with 
his  product,  also  by  horseback,  selling  them  himself.  Shortly  there¬ 
after  he  sent  out  salesmen  and  the  business  grew  larger  irom  year 
to  year. 

At  the  age  of  16  his  son  Ezra  A.  Mallory  went  to  work  for  his 
father  mastering  the  details  of  the  business.  Seven  years  later,  hi 
1845,  Ezra  Mallory,  Sr.,  passed  away  and  the  son  continued  the 
business  which  continued  to  progress  through  his  business  ability 
and  will  to  succeed,  the  plant  was  enlarged  and  more  hats  turned  out. 
In  1852  the  plant  was  moved  to  Danbury,  the  first  railroad  having 
been  built  in  that  year.  In  1861  the  business  was  moved  from  the 
Montgomery  shop  to  its  present  location.  Ezra  A.  Mallory  brought 
to  Danbury  the  first  sewing  machine  used  in  the  hat  industry.  He 
was  the  first  to  travel  on  the  new  railroad.  In  1856  the  E.  A.  Mallory 
&  Co.  had  a  capital  of  $20,000,  employed  95  workers  and  made  sales 


of  $155,000.  About  that  time  they  began  the  manufacture  of  soft 
hats  and  the  demand  became  great.  The  sales  were  large  and  new 
machinery  was  installed  to  meet  the  necessity  of  the  growing  business. 

In  1872  Charles  A.  Mallory,  eldest  son,  became  actively  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  business  and  the 
firm  name  was  changed  to  E.  A.  Mallory  &  Son  and  from  that  time 
on  the  growth  and  development  of  the  business  was  rapid.  Mallory 
hats  were  being  made  in  all  the  various  styles  and  became  extremely 
popular  and  in  demand.  In  1886  the  enterprise  had  grown  to  such 
proportions  that  the  division  of  responsibilities  became  necessary 
along  with  new  methods  of  dealing  with  the  policy  and  routine.  At 
that  period  the  younger  son,  William  E.  Mallory,  was  admitted,  the 
firm  name  being  E.  A.  Mallory  &  Sons.  C.  A.  Mallory  directing  the 
operations  of  the  factory  and  W.  E.  Mallory  maintaining  the  relations 
between  the  customer  and  the  company,  it  being  his  function  to  hold 
the  company  to  its  original  principle  of  fair  dealing  and  happy 
associations  under  all  conditions  and  to  continue  the  ideal  that 
distinguished  the  first  Ezra  Mallory.  W.  E.  Mallory  continues  to 
serve  in  that  capacity  today  along  with  his  duties  as  treasurer. 

The  late  Ezra  Mallory  continued  to  supervise  the  business  until 
his  retirement  in  1897.  He  died  in  1902  but  his  achievements  and 
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contribution  to  industry  live  on.  In  1001  the  partnership  was 
incorporated  as  The  Mallory  Hat  Company,  will,  C  A  MdC 
president,  and  W.  E.  Mallory  treasurer,  and  Frederick  T.  Joy ^  who 
had  been  will,  the  company  since  1887,  became  a  director  and  a  vice- 

Inni895e  Ha a  ^  admi,,istnt' ™  the  business. 

In  18J5  Ilarry  B.  Mallory,  great  grandson  of  Ezra  A  M  dlorv 

and  a  son  of  Charles  A.  Mallory  began  his  apprenticeship  S 
yeais  at  the  plant  and  in  1900  was  admitted  to  partnership.  He  has 
been  a  potent  factor,  by  his  mechanical  ability  ami  economical 
methods  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Mallory  products  in 
the  progress  and  development  of  the  business.  In  190 1  he  was 
elected  a  director  and  a  vice-president  of  the  company. 

Ihoinas  J.  Bowen,  graduate  of  Yale  Scientific  School  and  Yale 
Law  School,  entered  the  business  in  1911  as  credit  manager  and 
secretary  carrying  out  the  policies  as  laid  down  by  the  founders. 

ne  hundred  and  five  years  have  elapsed  since  the  first  Mallory 
hat  was  made,  and  the  success  attained  is  attributed  to  a  code  of 
ethics  and  ideals  of  manufacture  that  lias  marked  the  company 
since  it  was  founded  in  1823.  1  y 
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WILLIAM  E.  MALLORY 


WILLIAM  E.  MALLORY,  treasurer  of  The  Mallory  Hat 
Company  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  one  of  the  pioneer  hat  manufacturing 
concerns,  with  which  he  has  been  actively  identified  and  an  executive 
leader  in  a  development  covering  a  period  of  more  than  43  years, 
was  bom  March  31,  1856,  in  Danbury.  He  is  a  son  of  Ezra  a! 
Mallory  and  Hannah  Mallory,  both  of  old  New  England  ancestry 
and  natives  of  Connecticut  who  were  prominent  in  industrial  and 
civic  affairs  during  their  lives.  Ezra  Mallory,  his  grandfather,  was 
the  founder  of  the  Mallory  hat  industry  in  1823,  now  one  of  the 
leading  and  best  known  hat  manufacturers  in  the  trade. 


W.  E.  Mallory  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Danbury, 
later  attending  the  Weston  Military  Institute.  After  completing 
his  schooling,  his  first  occupation  was  in  the  field  of  journalism, 
learning  the  printer  s  trade  and  becoming  a  compositor  on  the 
Danbury  News  which  had  then  attained  its  greatest  renown  under 
the  guidance  of  Mbnte  Bailey.  He  subsequently  became  editor  and 
publisher  of  the  Bethel  Press  for  two  years  and  then  for  a  year  was 
editor  of  the  D aiibur ian  1  ress  at  Danbury.  He  then  became  manager 
of  the  Arlington  Journal  Printing  Company,  remaining  there  for  one 


year. 


In  1877  Mr.  Mallory  returned  to  Danbury  where  he  became  a 
pioneer  in  the  telephone  field,  being  the  first  man  to  start  a  telephone 
exchange  in  that  locality.  This  line,  connecting  Danbury  and  Bethel 
and  vicinity  he  owned  and  operated  for  one  year,  after  which  he 
formed  a  company  of  which  he  was  the  head  for  two  years,  when  he 
sold  out  his  interest  to  the  local  company  who  subsequently  sold  it 
to  the  Bell  Telephone  Company.  At  that  time  the  telephone  was 
not  taken  seriously  and  Mr.  Mallory,  having  confidence  in  it,  was 
forced  to  give  six  months’  trial  free  in  order  to  convince  sub¬ 
scribers  of  its  value.  The  company  was  operated  under  license  of 
the  inventor,  Alexander  Graham  Bell,  who  himself  was  having  a 
hard  task  at  that  period  convincing  a  skeptical  public  of  its  advan¬ 
tages.  At  that  time  subscribers  paid  $18  per  year  for  the  service 
which  was  raised  to  $36  per  year  in  1881  for  unlimited  service. 
Mr.  Mallory  installed  one  of  the  first  telephones  in  Connecticut  and 
as  there  were  no  exchanges,  there  were  from  ten  to  twelve  on 
a  line. 

In  1880  he  went  to  Nebraska  where  he  entered  the  ranching 
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and  cattle  business  for  two  years  and  from  there  to  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa,  as  a  bookkeeper  for  one  year  with  the  Slmgart  Implement  Co. 

In  1884  he  returned  to  Danbury  and  entered  the  E.  A.  Mallory 
&  Company,  beginning  in  the  factory  and  working  his  way  through 
the  various  departments  acquiring  a  practical  knowledge  and  learning 
the  details  of  the  business,  first  as  bookkeeper,  then  in  the  shipping, 
trimming  and  curling  departments,  then  sales  manager.  At  that 
period  Mr.  Mallory  was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  firm,  the 
name  becoming  E.  A.  Mallory  &  Sons.  From  that  time  on  he  became 
the  point  of  contact  in  the  maintenance  of  relations  between  cus¬ 
tomers  and  the  company,  it  being  his  function  to  hold  the  company 
to  its  original  principles  of  fair  dealing  and  to  project  continually 
the  spirit  of  firm  ideals  which  had  characterized  the  first  Ezra  Mallory. 

In  1904  the  firm  was  incorporated  as  The  Mallory  Hat  Company 
and  Mr.  W.  E.  Mallory  was  chosen  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the 
company,  which  position  he  now  holds,  lie  is  also  a  director  in 


other  corporations  and  interests  in  Danbury. 

He  is  a  member  of  The  Ridgewood  Country  Club  of  Danbury. 
In  politics  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Mallory  was  married  October  tlS,  1878,  to  Miss  Fannie  C. 
Raymond  of  Arlington,  N.  J.,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three 
children  Belle  M.,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Bowen  of  Danbury,  Florence, 
now  Airs.  F.  M.  Peyton  of  New  York,  and  Christine,  now  Mrs.  Ralph 
K.  Reynolds  of  Danbury. 
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HARRIS  WIIITTEMORE 


The  late  HARRIS  WIIITTEMORE  who  departed  this  life 
November  29,  1027,  was  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  respected 
citizens  of  Naugatuck,  a  leader  in  industrial  activities,  identified  with 
numerous  important  corporations,  actively  associated  with  civic 
welfare  and  philanthropic  work  and  foremost  in  every  project  that 
would  benefit  his  fellowmen  and  his  native  city,  was  born  at  Nauga¬ 
tuck,  Conn.,  November  25,  1864. 

His  father,  John  Howard  Whittemore,  was  also  actively  identified 
with  many  of  the  leading  industries  in  the  Naugatuck  Valley  to  which 
the  son  succeeded,  and  was  an  executive  and  director  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Eastern  Malleable  Iron  Company,  of  which  he  was 
president  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise.  The  elder  Whittemore  was 
also  keenly  interested  in  civic  welfare  and  his  numerous  philanthropies 
were  many  and  varied.  Mother,  Julia  (Spencer)  Whittemore. 
Ancestry  on  both  maternal  and  paternal  sides  dates  back  to  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

The  late  Harris  Whittemore  was  educated  at  Andover,  Mass., 
where  he  attended  and  graduated  from  Phillips  Academy  of  that  city. 
After  completing  his  course,  in  1885,  he  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Cleveland  Malleable  Iron  Com¬ 
pany  in  the  capacity  of  office  boy.  There  he  attained  considerable 
experience  covering  a  period  of  three  years,  and  laid  the  foundation 
of  his  future  success  in  the  iron  industry.  In  1888,  he  returned  to 
Naugatuck  and  associated  himself  with  the  Naugatuck  Malleable  Iron 
Works  in  their  sales  department,  filling  various  positions,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  was  elected  president  of  the  company  and  was  a  potent  factor 
in  its  development  up  the  time  of  his  death.  This  company  was 
consolidated  with  the  Eastern  Malleable  Iron  Company,  which  com¬ 
prise  the  following:  Bridgeport  Malleable  Iron  Company,  Troy 
Malleable  Iron  Company,  Wilmington  Malleable  Iron  Company, 
Naugatuck  Malleable  Iron  Company  and  Vulcan  Iron  Works  of  New 
Britain.  After  the  consolidation  Harris  Whittemore  was  chosen 
as  president  of  the  Eastern  Malleable  Iron  Company.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany,  director,  Colonial  Trust  Company,  Waterbury;  American  Tin 
Company,  Waterbury;  Landers,  Frary  &  Clark,  New  Britain; 
American  Hardware  Company,  New  Britain;  National  Malleable  and 
Steel  Castings  Company,  Cleveland;  Eberhard  Mfg.  Co.,  Cleveland; 
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Link  Belt  Company,  Chicago.  He  was  also  director  and  treasurer 
of  the  Bristol  Company  of  Waterbary  and  president  of  the  Westover 
School  Corporation  of  Middleboro,  a  member  of  the  Waterbury  club, 
Union  club  of  Cleveland  and  Century  club  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Whittemore  was  married  September  21,  1892,  to  Justine 
Morgan  Brockway  of  New  York,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children, 
Harris  Whittemore,  Jr.,  who  was  associated  with  him  in  business 
and  who  succeeded  him  as  president  of  the  J.  II.  Whittemore 
Company,  and  his  many  other  directorships  and  interests,  Helen 
Broekway  Whittemore  and  Gertrude  Spencer  Whittemore. 
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HARRIS  WIIITTEMORE,  JK. 

HARRIS  WIIITTEMORE,  Jr.,  president  of  J.  H.  Whittemore 
Company,  Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  actively  identified  with  that 
organization  in  various  capacities  for  several  years  and  a  director  in 
numerous  other  important  corporations  in  the  Naugatuck  Valley 
was  born  March  17,  1894,  at  Naugatuck,  Connecticut.  He  is  a  son 
of  Harris  Whittemore,  who  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
respected  citizens  of  Connecticut.  The  father,  who  was  a  director 
and  executive  in  the  New  Haven  railroad  and  in  several  financial 
and  industrial  corporations  in  the  Naugatuck  Valley,  was  promi¬ 
nently  connected  with  charitable  and  benevolent  work  as  well  as 
civic  welfare  in  Naugatuck  and  its  vicinity.  Harris  Whittemore,  Jr.’s 
mother  was  Justine  Morgan  (Brockway)  Whittemore,  both  parents 
being  of  old  American  ancestry. 

Harris  Whittemore,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Naugatuck,  later  attending  the  Hill  School  at  Pottstown,  Pa.,  prior 
to  Ids  entering  Yale  with  the  Class  of  1918.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
World  War  he  gave  up  his  studies  and  during  May  enlisted  in  1917 
with  the  First  Officers  Training  Camp,  at  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  from 
which  point  he  entered  the  Air  Service.  lie  received  his  ground 
school  training  at  M.  I.  T.,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  afterward  being 
stationed  in  Texas  during  the  remainder  of  the  war.  In  March,  1918 
he  was  commissioned  a  2d  Lieutenant,  R.  M.  A.,  in  the  Aviation 
Section  of  the  Signal  Corps.  After  being  mustered  out  of  the  service 
in  January,  1919,  he  returned  to  Yale  college  to  finish  his  academic 
course,  and  received  his  diploma  with  the  Class  of  1919. 

b  hittemore  s  first  occupation  after  lus  college  career  was 
with  the  J.  II.  Whittemore  Company  of  Naugatuck.  Entering  in  a 
minor  capacity  as  a  clerk  and  bookkeeper,  and  working  through  the 
various  departments,  he  advanced  to  the  position  of  secretary  of 
the  company  which  position  he  held  until  the  death  of  his  father, 
November  29,  1927,  when  he  became  president  of  the  company, 
which  position  he  holds  today. 

Mr.  Whittemore  has  been  keenly  interested  in  aviation.  He 
was  instrumental  in  the  centering  of  aviation  interest  in  his  section 
of  the  state  at  Eethany  and  it  was  he  who  established  the  landing 
field  there,  and  was  instrumental  in  the  organizing  of  an  airplane 
motor  factory  in  Naugatuck. 

He  is  also  director  and  vice  president  of  the  Colonial  Air  Trans- 
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port,  Inc.;  director,  Eastern  Malleable  Iron  Company;  director 
.  Zanders,  Frary  &  Clark,  New  Britain,  Conn.;  director,  Manu¬ 
facturers  Foundry  Company,  Waterbury,  Conn.;  director  Colonial 
Trust  Co.,  Waterbury;  director,  Link  Belt  Company,  Chicago,  Ill  • 
director,  National  Malleable  &  Steel  Castings  Company,  Cleveland, ’ 
Ohio,  director,  YV estover  School,  Middlebury,  Connecticut;  director, 
Naugatuck  News  Company,  Inc.;  treasurer  and  director,  The  Bristol 
Company,  Waterbury,  Connecticut;  vice-president,  Community  Bond 
&  Mortgage  Company  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut;  treasurer,  Beacon 
Valley  Silver  Fox  Association,  Inc.,  of  Naugatuck;  director  and 
treasurer  of  the  Colonial  Western  Airway,  Inc.,  of  New  York  City; 
director,  Shbear  Consolidated  Ranches,  Inc.,  of  Berlin;  Member  of 
Connecticut  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Naugatuck  Chamber  of 

Commerce,  and  a  member  of  the  council  of  the  National  Civil  Ser¬ 
vice  Reform  League . 

He  is  president  of  the  Naugatuck  Golf  club  and  a  member  of 
the  Waterbury  club  and  Country  Club  of  Waterbury.  lie  is  afliliated 
with  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  being  a  32d  degree  Mason  and  Shriner. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  National  Aeronautic  Association  of  the 

U.  S.  A.,  the  Elks,  American  Legion  and  of  the  Automobile  club  of 
New  Haven  County. 

He  lias  held  the  ofhee  of  Warden  of  Naugatuck,  Connecticut, 
which  is  equivalent  to  that  of  mayor,  for  the  terms  of  May  1922-1923; 
May  1923-1924;  May  1925-1920;  May  1920-1927.  He  was  elected* 
Representative  from  Naugatuck  to  the  ( Connecticut  General  Assembly 
in  1927  and  1929.  In  jxilitics  he  is  Republican  and  was  a  delegate 
from  the  Fifth  Congressional  District  of  Connecticut  to  the  Republi¬ 
can  National  Convention  held  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  that  nominated 


President  Coolidge. 

Mr.  Whittemore  was  married  December  15,  1917,  to  Miss 
Roberta  Napier  horde  of  Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  three  children:  John  Howard  Whittemore,  Robert 
Napier  Whittemore  and  Harris  Whittemore,  3d.  Residence,  Nauga¬ 
tuck. 
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ALFRED  EMIL  HAMMER 


AXFRED  EMIL  HAMMER,  president,  treasurer  and  general 
manager  of  the  Malleable  Iron  Fittings  Company  of  Branford, 
Connecticut,  was  born  March  8,  1858,  at  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
He  is  a  son  of  Thorvald  F.  Hammer,  who  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Royal  School  of  Navigation  in  Denmark,  becoming  a  navigator  and 
later  a  mechanical  engineer  and  manufacturer  in  Branford.  His 
mother  was  Delphina  (Lundsteen)  Hammer.  His  ancestry  on  his 
father’s  side  is  Danish;  his  grandfather,  Peter  Hammer,  was  in 
charge  of  the  Port  of  Entry  to  the  Baltic  Sea.  On  his  mother’s  side 
also  he  is  Danish;  her  father  was  a  surgeon  in  the  Danish  army. 

Alfred  E.  Hammer  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools 
in  Branford  and  New  Haven.  For  three  years  he  was  in  a  laboratory 
specializing  in  metallurgical  and  chemical  engineering,  being  one  of 
the  pupils  of  Prof.  Sjostedt,  who  studied  under  Prof.  Eggerts  of 
Upsala  University  in  Sweden,  Prof.  Eggerts  being  at  that  time  the 
pioneer  in  the  short  and  practical  methods  of  chemical  analysis  of 
iron  and  steel.  He  next  entered  the  Malleable  Iron  Fittings  Company 
of  Branford,  learning  the  business  from  the  ground  up,  going  through 
all  the  various  departments.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Second 
National  Bank  of  New  Haven,  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Savings  Bank  of  New  Haven,  a  trustee  of  the  Branford 
Savings  Bank,  and  of  several  others. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Hammer  had  established  a  chemical  laboratory 
which  was,  so  far  as  he  is  aware,  the  first  in  connection  with  the 
Malleable  Iron  Industry.  He  laid  down  a  chemical  ratio  as  between 
carbon  and  silica,  and  manganese  and  sulphur,  thus  being  the  first 
one  to  bring  the  malleable  process  down  to  a  chemical  and  scientific 
proposition. 

Air.  Hammer  served  in  the  Connecticut  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  in  1899  and  in  the  Senate  in  1905.  He  was  one  of  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  Presidential  Electors  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  President 
Harding. 

Mr.  Hammer  is  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Colony  His¬ 
torical  Society,  Connecticut  Historical  Society,  American  Society, 
of  Mechanical  Engineers,  American  Society  for  Mining  Engi¬ 
neers,  American  Institute  of  Alining  and  Metallurgical  Engineers, 
American  Society  for  Testing  Materials,  American  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science;  president  and  treasurer  of  the  board 
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of  trustees  of  the  James  Blaekstone  Memorial  Library  Association 
of  Branford,  Connecticut;  president  of  the  Republican  Club  of 
Branford;  member  of  Manufacturers  Association  of  Connecticut, 
Quinnipiack,  Union  League,  Lawn,  and  Country  Club,  all  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  and  the  1  inc  Orchard  (  lub,  of  Rme  Orchard  (Bran¬ 
ford),  Conn. 

Mr.  Hammer  was  married  first  on  September  27,  1887,  to  Miss 
Cornelia  Hannah  Foster,  of  New  Haven,  and  their  children  are: 
Forrester  L.  Hammer,  Rosalind  C.  (now  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Clise,  of 
Seattle,  Washington);  Mrs.  Delphina  II.  Miller,  and  Thorvald  F. 
Hammer.  Both  sons  are  associated  in  business  with  their  father  in 
Bianford.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Rosamond  Swan,  of 
Brookline,  Massachusetts,  June  10th,  1905. 

During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Hammer  served  us  one  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Connecticut  Council  of  Defense  and  participated 
in  all  the  various  drives. 

Mr.  Hammer  has  devoted  much  study  to  the  Minerulogy  of 
Southern  Connecticut,  and  possesses  one  of  the  finest  private  collec¬ 
tions  of  minerals  in  the  State.  He  is  also  an  ardent  enthusiast  of 
Botany. 

In  politics,  a  Republican. 

Residence:  Branford,  Connecticut. 
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WILLIAM  WALTER  WILCOX 


WILLIAM  WALTER  WILCOX,  president  of  Wilcox,  Critten¬ 
den  &  Company,  Inc.,  of  Middletown,  Connecticut,  was  born  in 
Middletown,  April  11,  1862,  and  is  the  third  to  bear  the  name,  his 
father,  William  Walter  Wilcox  (II)  being  the  son  of  William  Walter 
Wilcox  (I),  a  descendent  of  John  Wilcox,  founder  of  the  family  in  this 
country,  who  settled  Hartford  with  Thomas  Hooker  and  was  one  of 
the  original  proprietors.  His  son,  John  Wilcox  (II),  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  JMiddletown  and  the  family  has  been  prominent  in 
the  history  of  Middletown  during  the  succeeding  generations. 

William  Walter  Wilcox  (II),  father  of  the  subject  of  this  biography 
was  born  in  Middletown,  May  23,  1825,  and  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  great  marine  hardware  concern  of  which  Mr.  Wilcox  is  now  the 
head.  He  began  as  an  employee  of  Ira  K.  Penfield  in  1847,  with  whom 
he  entered  into  partnership  in  1849.  After  various  changes  in 
partnerships  Mr.  Wilcox  formed  the  firm  of  Wilcox,  Crittenden  & 
Company  in  18G9  with  E.  B.  Chaffee,  A.  R.  Crittenden  and  Homer 
Churchill,  for  the  manufacture  of  Sailmakers’  Supplies  and  Marine 
Hardware.  His  invention  of  an  improved  grommet  was  largely 
instrumental  in  placing  the  business  among  the  foremost  of  its  kind 
in  the  country  and  in  1884  when  Mr.  Wilcox  went  to  England  to 
introduce  his  invention  it  proved  a  great  success,  being  adopted  by 
the  British  navy  and  coming  to  be  extensively  used  by  other  countries 
abroad.  Mr.  Wilcox  married  Elizabeth  Shepard  Crittenden,  a  sister 
of  his  partner,  A.  R.  Crittenden. 

William  Walter  Wilcox  (III),  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  after 
completing  his  grammar  school  education  and  a  year  of  study  and 
travel  abroad,  entered-  Williams  College  in  1881  and  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  B.  A.  in  June  1885.  In  September  of  the  same  year 
he  began  learning  the  business  which  his  father  had  founded,  starting 
to  work  in  the  shipping  department.  After  further  experience  he  was 
made  assistant  sales  manager  and  went  on  the  road  to  gain  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  company’s  customers.  January  1,  1906  he  was 
elected  vice  president  and  in  1907  became  general  manager,  a  position 
he  continued  to  hold  until  January  27,  1917,  when  he  was  elected 
president.  During  the  years  of  his  connection  with  the  business  it  has 
grown  and  expanded  constantly  and  to-day  its  products  are  sold  all 
over  the  world.  Ilis  family  connection  with  it  is  doubly  significant 
through  the  fact  that  he  is,  in  addition  to  being  the  son  of  one  of  the 
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founders,  the  nephew  of  another,  A.  R.  Crittenden,  who  devoted  his 
lifetime  to  the  concern  from  the  age  of  19  years,  except  for  four  years 
absence  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  soldier  in  the  14lh  Connecticut  Infantry. 

Despite  the  demands  made  upon  his  time  by  his  business  respon¬ 
sibilities  Mr.  Wilcox  finds  time  to  participate  in  many  of  the  activities 
of  his  town  and  state  and  has  given  valuable  service  in  many  direc¬ 
tions.  He  ably  represented  his  town  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Legislature  in  1918-1919;  is  a  trustee  and  secretary  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Connecticut  State  hospital,  an  office  which  he  lias  held 
for  25  years,  having  been  elected  at  his  first  meeting  of  the  board;  a 
trustee  of  the  Russell  library;  also  trustee  and  chairman  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  of  Long  Lane  Farm.  He  is  president  of  the  Connecticut 
Alumni  Association  of  Williams  College  and  president  of  the  Middle¬ 
sex  County  Historical  society. 

In  1916,  1917  and  1918  Mr.  Wilcox  was  chairman  of  Middlesex 
County  Connecticut  Chapter  (18  branches)  American  Red  Cross. 
He  was  a  private  in  the  Connecticut  State  Guard,  1917  and  1918,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Society  of  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  of  the  Connecticut  Society  of  Colonial  Wars. 

Mr.  Wilcox  is  first  vice  president  of  the  Middletown  National 
Bank  and  Trust  Company  and  his  election  as  a  director  of  that  institu¬ 
tion  goes  back  to  1903;  he  has  been  a  director  of  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics’  Savings  bank  for  32  years. 

His  clubs  include  Sigma  Phi  fraternity,  the  University  club  and 
the  Williams  club,  both  of  New  York;  Lake  Tarelton  club  of  Pike, 
White  Mountains,  New  Hampshire,  of  which  he  is  vice  president; 
Highland  Country  club  of  which  he  was  formerly  its  president;  and 
the  Middletown  Golf  Club. 

Mr.  Wilcox  married  Mary  Root  (Wilcox)  daughter  of  Paulina  S. 
Brooks  (Root)  and  G.  Welles  Root,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
November  3,  1886,  and  the  following  children  have  been  born  to  them; 
Pauline  Root,  born  August  3,  1891,  married  Julius  B.  Smith  of  Water- 
bury,  October  25,  1919;  Elizabeth,  born  September  10,  1896,  married 
Phelps  Ingersoll  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  June  15,  1921;  William  Wal¬ 
ter,  Jr.  (IV),  born  December  27,  1901,  married  Eleanor  Sanborn  of 
Hartford,  January  17,  1925. 

Five  grandchildren  are  as  follows ’three  daughters  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Julius  B.  Smith,  Susan,  Pauline  and  Elizabeth;  and  two  sons  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  Walter  Wilcox,  Jr.,  William  Walter  (V),  and  David 
Sanborn. 
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FREDERICK  F.  SCHAFFER 


FREDERICK  F.  SCHAFFER,  one  of  tlie  pioneers  of  the  rubber 
industry  of  Connecticut,  president  of  Goodyear’s  India  Rubber  Glove 
Manufacturing  Company  and  the  Goodyear  Metallic  Rubber  Shoe 
Company  of  Naugatuck,  and  identified  with  other  important  business 
interests  of  the  Naugatuck  Valley,  was  born  in  Prussia,  June  12, 1853, 
coming  to  this  country  with  his  parents  when  only  one  year  old.  Ilis 
parents,  William  E.  and  Dorothy  Schaffer,  came  to  America  in  1854 
and  established  their  home  in  Milltown,  New  Jersey,  where  his 
father  was  engaged  in  tlie  tailoring  business. 

Frederick  F.  Schaffer  gained  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
Milltown  and  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  but,  like  so  many  men 
who  have  achieved  notable  careers  in  the  industrial  history  of  this 
country,  he  began  earning  his  own  livelihood  at  an  early  age,  being 
only  fourteen  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  New  Brunswick 
Rubber  Company  in  1867.  During  his  six  years  with  that  company 
he  gained  an  extensive  knowledge  of  the  business  and  became  an 
expert  in  the  different  branches  of  the  work.  He  then  went  with  the 
New  Jersey  Rubber  Shoe  Company  and  when  the  plant  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1876  removed  to  Naugatuck  and  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
boot  and  shoe  department  of  Goodyear’s  India  Rubber  Glove  Com¬ 
pany. 

In  1885,  so  successful  had  been  his  management  of  that  depart¬ 
ment,  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  operation  of  all  departments. 
He  became  secretary  of  Goodyear’s  India  Rubber  Glove  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company  in  1905  and  was  elected  a  director  May  29,  1913.  He 
was  elected  president  of  that  company  May  5,  1915  and  director  and 
president  of  Goodyear’s  Metallic  Rubber  Shoe  Company,  January  10, 
1917. 

In  the  office  of  the  factory  manager  of  the  Goodyear’s  Companies 
at  Naugatuck  hangs  a  testimonial  dated  December  30,  1918,  to  Mr. 
Schaffer  in  recognition  of  his  fifty  years’  service,  covering  his  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  business  now  controlled  by  the  United  States  Rubber 
Company. 

Thus  Mr.  Schaffer  has  risen  from  his  early  boyhood  apprentice¬ 
ship  to  a  well  earned  position  among  the  leaders  of  Connecticut 
industry  and  has  had  an  important  part  in  making  Connecticut 
industrial  history.  Recognized  for  years  as  one  of  the  most  pro¬ 
gressive  business  men  of  the  Naugatuck  Valley  he  has  c  ontributed 
much  to  the  prosperity  and  social  welfare  of  the  community. 
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His  advancement  is  due  to  marked  ability,  coupled  with  unusual 
executive  capacity  and  a  strong  fidelity  to  the  business  with  which  he 
is  connected.  Ilis  character  as  a  leader  is  exemplified  by  !  he  warm 
affection  and  loyalty  which  he  has  inspired  among  the  thousands  of 
employees  under  his  direction. 

In  addition  to  his  activities  in  the  rubber  industry  Mr.  Schaffer 
was  for  many  years  a  trustee  of  the  Naugatuck  Savings  Bank. 
Although  his  business  responsibilities  have  demanded  his  closest 
attention  Mr.  Schaffer  has  found  time  to  take  an  active  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  community  and  has  given  freely  of  his 
services  toward  its  advancement.  He  served  as  school  committman 
for  23  years,  also  as  the  first  selectman  and  as  warden  of  the  borough 
of  Naugatuck.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Republican.  He  is 
a  member  of  several  fraternal  societies,  including  the  Masons  and 
Odd  Fellows  and  is  a  member  of  the  Naugatuck  Episcopal  church 
in  which  he  has  long  served  as  senior  warden. 

Mr.  Schaffer  was  married  (first)  December,  1877,  to  Minnie 
Perkins,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wales  Perkins  of  Naugatuck,  who 
died  March  7,  1888;  (second)  October  8,  1889,  to  Meliecnt  A.  Nichols, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Almira  (Wheeler)  Nichols  of  Roxbury, 
Connecticut,  who  died  January  12,  1914;  (third)  February  20,  1915, 
to  Leda  Spaulding  of  Canton,  Maine. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage  are:  1.  Frederick  W.;  2.  Winnibel 
May;  3.  Josephine  Hazel,  now  Mrs.  Marshall  Bronson  of  Naugatuck; 
child  of  the  second  marriage:  Dorothy  Almira,  now  Mrs.  Edgar  J. 
Cossette  of  Naugatuck. 

Air.  Schaffer’s  son,  Frederick  W.  Schaffer,  has  followed  in  his 
father’s  footsteps  and  advanced  from  it  minor  position  in  the  business 
to  the  important  post  of  general  superintendent  of  the  factories. 
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WILLIAM  TOMPKINS  RODENBACH 

an  ^0MI>KTNS  RODENBACII,  retired  manufacturer, 

an  executive  and  director  in  numerous  corporations  in  tire  Naugatuck 

Valley  and  for  over  43  years  actively  identified  with  the  growth  of  the 
rubber  industry,  during  which  period,  he  was  a  great  leader  in  the 
progress  and  development  of  the  Goodyear  Metallic  Rubber  Shoe 
Company  in  an  official  capacity,  was  born  September  19,  1854  in 
New  York  city.  His  father,  Philip  Rodenbach,  was  a  piano  manu¬ 
facturer.  His  mother  was  Mane  (Hammer)  Rodenbach. 

William  T.  Rodenbach  was  educated  in  the  New  York  public 
schools,  subsequently  at  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York  grad- 
uating  therefrom  with  degree  of  B.  S.  in  1874. 

After  completing  his  college  course,  he  became  principal  of  The 
Schofield  Normal  and  Industrial  school  at  Aiken,  South  Carolina 
remaining  there  from  1874  to  1880.  In  the  meantime  he  was  principal 

3  7&ff.ljKrfJUt  l  Carohtla  State  Summer  Normal  school  for  teachers 
m  1884.  He  removed  to  Naugatuck  in  June,  1880,  and  there  entered 

the  employ  of  the  Goodyear  Metallic  Rubber  Shoe  Company  as 
secretary,  later  being  elected  treasurer.  He  was  also  elected  treasurer 
o  the  Goodyear  s  India  Rubber  Glove  Mfg.  Company,  and  manager 
of  United  States  Rubber  Reclaiming  Plant  serving  from  1894  to  1914 
lie  was  elected  vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the  Naugatuck  Chem¬ 
ical  Company,  serving  from  1903  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Rodenbach  organized  the  Naugatuck  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  in  December  1894  and  served  as  its  president  in  1901,  being  re¬ 
elected  each  year  to  the  present  time.  He  is  now  a  director  in  the 
following  corporations:  Goodyear’s  Metallic  Rubber  Shoe  Company 
Goodyear  s  India  Rubber  Glove  Company,  Naugatuck  Chemical 
Company  and  Naugatuck  Manufacturing  Company  and  vice  president 

°  .  lef^fUgatuck  bavm8s  bank.  He  was  elected  warden  of  the  Bor-  • 
ough  of  Naugatuck  1904-1905-1907  and  also  has  served  as  member  of 
ie  board  of  education  and  its  chairman  for  21  years.  During  the 
Wor  d  war  Mr.  Rodenbach  was  in  the  Quartermasters  General  Office  at 
as  nngton,  D  C.,  in  the  capacity  of  chief  inspector  of  purchases  of 
lubber  footwear  for  the  army  shoe  and  leather  division.  He  is  a  mern- 

r  L”!,1  iCt  G™<luatcs  club  of  New  Haven,  32nd  degree  Mason  and 
ot  JJeltii  upsilon  fraternity. 

Mr.  Rodenbach  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  S.  Phinney  in 
New  York  city,  December  20,  1882  and  to  them  were  born  tliree 
children,  Katrina  Macy  Rodenbach,  Charles  Phinney  Rodenbach  and 
Margaret  Phinney  Rodenbach. 
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IIENllY  FRANCIS  WANNING 


HENRY  FRANCIS  WANNING,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  manufacturers  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  actively 
identified  with  the  great  progress  and  development  of  the  iron 
foundry  and  rubber  mill  machinery  industry  in  the  Naugatuck 
Valley,  in  which  he  has  been  a  leader  for  more  than  sixty-two  years,  is 
an  honored  and  respected  citizen  of  Shelton  and  Derby,  where  he 
has  been  a  resident  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Wanning  was  born  in  Webster,  Massachusetts,  March  30, 
1846.  He  is  a  son  of  Henry  Wanning  who  was  a  successful  merchant 


of  that  city,  whose  ancestors  settled  in  America  early  in  the  eighteenth 
century.  Being  driven  from  England  by  religious  persecution,  they 
sought  haven  in  Holland  from  where  they  emigrated  to  America. 
Henry  F.  Wanning’s  great  grandfather  came  from  Holland.  His 
mother,  Ann  Elizabeth  Vosworth,  was  of  English  descent. 

After  receiving  the  advantages  of  an  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  at  an  early  age  Henry  F.  Wanning 
embarked  on  a  business  career,  first  at  Webster,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  remained  only  a  short  while,  after  which  he  went  to  New 
York  City  where  he  secured  a  position  with  the  New  York  Steel 
Company  of  which  Corporation  the  late  Ira  Ilersey  was  president. 
He  remained  with  that  company  until  September  30th,  1865,  when 
he  went  to  Birmingham,  Connecticut,  carrying  a  letter  of  recommen¬ 
dation  from  Mr.  Ilersey  to  Royal  M.  Bassett.  There  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  Birmingham  Iron  Foundry,  beginning  in  the  capacity 
of  a  bookkeeper,  later  being  promoted  to  more  important  positions,, 
subsequently  becoming  secretary,  treasurer  and  vice-president.  In 
1801  he  was  elected  president  of  the  company,  ably  filling  that  office 


for  nearly  40  years.  In  1028  the  company  was  merged  with  the 
Ansonia  Farrel  Foundry  and  Machine  Company,  and  is  now  known 
as  the  Farrel-Birmingham  Company  of  which  Mr.  Wanning  is  a 
director,  retaining  his  headquarters  at  the  Birmingham  plant  in 
Derby,  which  was  established  in  1836  as  an  iron  foundry  and  has 


been  in  continuous  operation  to  the  present  day.  At  the  time  the 
company  was  incorporated  in  1846,  a  machine  shop  was  added  to 
the  business  which  gradually  grew  to  such  proportions  that  it  became 
the  foremost  corporation  in  the  United  States  in  the  manufacture 
of  rubber  mill  machinery  and  since  that  time  that  has  been  the 
principal  product  of  the  company. 
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Mr.  Wanning  is  also  president  of  the  Birmingham  National 
Bank  of  Derby,  Connecticut,  having  been  connected  with  that 
institution  as  an  executive  for  more  than  36  years.  He  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Home  Trust  Company  of  Derby  and  has  numerous 
other  interests  as  a  stockholder. 

Although  a  staunch  Republican,  he  has  never  sought  political 
office,  choosing  to  stick  to  his  business  interests;  however,  he  served 
on  the  first  board  of  burgesses  in  the  borough  of  Shelton. 

During  the  period  of  the  World  War,  the  Birmingham  Iron 
Foundry  did  100  per  cent  war  work  for  the  United  States  govern¬ 
ment,  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Mr.  Wanning  and  his  son 
Francis  D.  Wanning,  who  is  the  vice-president  of  the  company,  and 
for  many  years  was  a  potent  factor  in  the  great  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  business,  being  active  in  the  management  of  the  great 
plant  located  at  Derby. 

Henry  F.  Wanning  was  married  June  14, 1870  to  Miss  Harriet  W. 
Downs,  a  daughter  of  Nelson  H.  Downs,  who  was  a  resident  of  Derby 
until  1868.  To  them  were  born  four  children:  Grace  Wanning  Day 
(deceased),  Francis  D.  Wanning,  Harriet  D.  Wanning,  now  Mrs. 

13.  O.  Frick  of  Merion,  Pa.,  and  Henry  Nelson  Wanning  who  died 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  Wanning  is  a  resident  of  Shelton,  Connecticut.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Engineers  Club  of  New  York  City,  the  Quinnipiack 
Club  of  New  Haven  and  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Derby. 
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CHARLES  FRANKLIN  BLISS 


CHARLES  FRANKLIN  BLISS,  retired  manufacturer,  for 
nearly  half  a  century,  closely  associated  with  the  progress  and 
development  of  the  business  of  the  Farrel  Foundry  and  Machine 
Company  of  Ansonia,  during  which  period  he  has  been  actively 
identified  with  that  corporation  in  an  executive  capacity,  was  born 
June  7,  1858  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

He  is  a  son  of  Franklin  R.  Bliss,  a  native  of  Savoy,  Mass.,  who 
located  in  New  Haven  in  1854,  where  he  became  a  successful  mer¬ 
chant.  The  ancestry  of  the  Bliss  family  dates  back  to  early  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  when  Thomas  Bliss,  the  first  ancestor  came  to 
this  country  landing  in  Boston,  in  1038,  shortly  thereafter  moving 
to  Rehoboth,  Mass.  1  homas  Bliss  came  from  l)a  veil  try,  Northamp¬ 
tonshire,  England,  where  the  old  family  home  still  stands.  His 
descendants  moved  to  Savoy,  Mass.,  where  Franklin  R.  Bliss  was 
born. 

Evelyn  Goodnow  Bliss,  mother  of  Charles  F.  Bliss,  was  a  native 
of  Lanesboro,  Mass.  Her  ancestry  was  also  English  and  she,  in 
association  with  her  husband,  was  actively  engaged  in  religious  and 
philanthropic  work  during  her  life.  Charles  F.  Bliss  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  in  New  Haven,  subsequently  entering  the 
Hopkins  Grammar  School  in  1872.  Mr.  Bliss  entered  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1876,  graduating  therefrom  with  the  class  of  1880  with 
degree  of  B.A. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  from  Yale,  he  went  to  Nevada, 
where  he  remained  a  short  while  returning  East  early  in  1881.  In 
March,  1881,  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Farrel  Foundry  and 
Machine  Company  in  Ansonia,  in  a  minor  capacity,  receiving  promo¬ 
tion  from  time  to  time.  He  was  made  assistant  treasurer  in  1885 
and  two  years  later  (1887)  he  was  made  treasurer,  holding  that 
position  until  the  death  of  Franklin  Farrel,  Sr.,  in  1912,  when  he 
was  chosen  president  as  his  successor,  lie  filled  that  position  until 
1927,  when  the  Farrel  Foundry  and  Machine  Company  merged 
with  the  Birmingham  Iron  Foundry  Company.  Mr.  Bliss  was 
chosen  president  of  the  Farrel-Birmingliam  Company,  the  new 
company,  and  held  that  office  until  February  1,  1928,  when  he 
retired  and  has  not  engaged  in  further  active  business. 

He  is  a  director  in  the  Farrel-Birmingliam  Co.,  Inc.,  Ansonia; 
director  of  the  Ansonia  National  Bank,  Ansonia;  director  and 
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treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Society  for  Mental  Hygiene;  director 
of  the  Colonial  Trust  Company,  Waterbury;  director,  Ansonia 
Water  Company,  Ansonia;  and  a  trustee  of  Yale  in  China;  director, 
of  Yale  Graduate  Placement  Bureau  of  N.  Y. 

During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Bliss  was  chosen  Captain  of  the 
Twelfth  Reserve  Company  attached  to  Fifth  Regiment  Connecticut 
State  Guard  in  1917-1918;  this  company  drilled  regularly,  and  was 
ready  for  duty,  hut  was  never  called  to  active  service. 

He  has  never  sought  political  office,  preferring  to  devote  his 
time  to  a  business  career,  but  has  been  a  consistent  Republican  with 
few  exceptions.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Center 
Church  of  New  Haven.  He  is  a  member  of  the  University  Club  of 

New  York,  Yale  Club,  New  York;  and  of  the  Graduate  Club  Associ¬ 
ation  of  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Bliss  was  married  in  Ansonia,  Connecticut,  December  28th, 
1887  to  Eliza  Slade  Holmes,  daughter  of  Colonel  Charles  E.  L. 
Holmes  (23d  Connecticut  Regiment)  of  Waterbury  and  New  York, 
and  granddaughter  of  Israel  Holmes  of  Waterbury  and  William  R. 
Slade  of  Ansonia,  Connecticut.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bliss  are  the  parents 
of  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Arthur  Bliss  Dayton  and  Miss  Margaret 
Bliss,  both  residents  of  New  Haven. 

Residence:  705  Prospect  Street,  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
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WALTER  PERRY 


WALTER  PERRY,  President  of  the  Farrel-Birmingham  Com¬ 
pany  with  headquarters  at  Ansonia,  Connecticut,  and  for  40  years 
actively  associated  in  various  important  capacities  with  that  great 
industrial  corporation,  was  born  at  Williamstown,  Massachusetts, 
July  21,  1865.  He  is  a  son  of  Arthur  Latham  Perry,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
who  was  a  professor  at  Williams  college,  and  of  Mary  Brown  Smedley 
Perry.  Both  parents  were  of  old  and  distinguished  ancestry. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in  America  was  Samuel  Smedley 
erry  who  is  recorded  as  a  settler  of  Fairfield,  Connecticut  in  1690. 
The  line  of  descent  is  through  his  son,  Samuel  (1702-56);  Captain 
Nehemiah  (1783-89);  Levi  (1764-1849);  Dr.  James  (1804-92)-  to 
Arthur  Latham  Perry  (1830-1905),  father  of  the  subject  of  this 

Walter  Perry  was  educated  at  the  Williston  Seminary,  East- 
hampton,  Mass.,  later  entering  Williams  college  at  Williamstown, 
Mass.,  graduating  therefrom  and  receiving  the  degree  of  B.A.  in  1887. 
While  at  college  Mr.  Perry  was  prominent  in  athletics,  lie  was 
captain  of  the  Williams  College  baseball  team  in  1887,  when  that  club 
defeated  Harvard  and  Yale. 

After  completing  his  collegiate  course  he  went  to  St.  Paul  and 
began  his  business  career  with  the  wholesale  jobbing  house  of  Beaupre, 
Keogh  and  Davis,  working  there  until  1889,  when  he  returned  to 
Ansonia  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Farrel  Foundry  and  Machine 
Company,  beginning  as  a  buyer,  later  being  advanced  to  purchasing 
agent,  then  superintendent  and  manager  of  foundry  department, 
after  which  he  was  promoted  to  the  executive  department,  bein" 
elected  vice-president  in  1917.  In  1928  he  was  elected  president  of 
the  Farrel-Birmingham  Company,  Inc.,  succeeding  Charles  F.  Bliss 
v  ho  had  retired,  lliat  office  Mr.  Perry  now  holds. 

Mr.  Perry  is  also  a  director  of  the  Farrel-Birmingham  Company 
and  a  director  of  the  First  National  bank  of  New  Haven.  He  has 
never  been  active  in  politics.  He  served  a  term  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  education  at  Ansonia,  several  years  ago. 

During  the  period  of  the  World  war  he  organized  and  drilled  and 
served  as  captain  of  a  machine  gun  company  for  the  state  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  and  was  also  local  chief  of  the  American  Protective  Association, 

supervising  the  work  of  250  operatives  who  served  under  him  during 
the  war. 
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Ilis  club  memberships  comprise  The  Lawn  Club  of  New  Haven, 
New  Haven  Country  club,  Quinnipiaek  Club  of  New  Haven,  Gradu¬ 
ates  Club  of  New  Haven,  Williams  Club,  and  University  Club  of  New 
York,  Prouts  Neck  Country  Club  at  Prouts  Neck,  Maine;  Yeamans 
Hall  Club,  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

In  politics  he  is  independent.  His  church  affiliations  are  Congre¬ 
gational.  Recreation,  Golf. 

Mr.  Perry  was  married  to  Mary  Belden  Rogers  of  Derby,  Con¬ 
necticut,  November  22,  1891,  and  by  this  marriage  there  were  two 
children :  Grace  Rogers  Perry  and  Rogers  Perry.  Second  marriage  in 
1913  to  Elizabeth  Merrick  Morgan  of  Philadelphia  and  to  them  were 
born  Walter  Perry  and  Elizabeth  Perry  (who  were  twins)  and  Charles 
Morgan  Perry. 

Residence,  240  St.  Ronan  Street,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
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ALTON  PARREL 


ALTON  FARREL,  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  Farrel  - 
Birmingham  Company,  Inc.,  of  Ansonia,  for  27  years,  actively  asso¬ 
ciated  with  and  a  director  in  the  growth  and  development  of  that 
corporation,  being  also  a  director  in  numerous  other  financial  and 
industrial  corporations  in  the  Naugatuck  Valley,  was  born  August  22, 
1879,  in  Ansonia,  Connecticut. 

Alton  Farrel  is  a  son  of  Alton  Farrel,  who  was  secretary  and 
general  manager  of  the  Farrel  Foundry  and  Machine  Company  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  at  the  age  of  34,  in  1885.  The  earliest  American 
ancestor  on  the  maternal  side  was  Deacon  George  Clark  who  died  at 
Milford,  Connecticut  in  1690.  On  the  paternal  side,  Benjamin 
Farrel,  who  died  in  Waterbury  in  1800.  A  brief  history  from  that 
time  on  follows:  Benjamin  Farrel  (1753-1844),  Waterbury,  married 
Lois  Williams  (1755-1802) ;  Zebali,  married  Meliitable  Benliam;  Almon 
(1800-1857),  married  Ruth  Emma  Warner;  Franklin  Farrel,  born 
1828,  died  1912,  was  for  55  years  president  of  the  company  and 
wdio  was  married  in  1850  to  Julia  Lockwood  Smith  (1829-1875), 
second  marriage,  1876,  to  Lillian  Clarke,  born  in  1853.  Children 
by  first  marriage:  Alton  Farrel  (1851-1885),  married  Julia  Elizabeth 
Clark,  who  were  the  parents  of  Alton  Farrel. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  of  Ansonia,  Alton  Farrel 
entered  St.  Paul’s  School  at  Concord,  New  Hampshire  and  subse¬ 
quently  Yale  College  and  was  graduated  therefrom  with  degree  of 
B.A.  in  1902.  After  completion  of  his  collegiate  career,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Farrel  Foundry  and  Machine  Company  on  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1902,  at  Ansonia,  beginning  as  a  clerk.  lie  w  as  later  ap¬ 
pointed  assistant  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  company,  subse¬ 
quently  being  advanced  to  the  position  of  treasurer  of  the  Farrel- 
Birmingham  Company,  which  office  he  holds  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Farrel  is  a  director  in  the  Ansonia  National  Bank,  Ansonia 


Water  Company,  Naugatuck  Morris  Plan  Bank,  Colonial  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Waterbury,  Union  Hardware  Company,  Torrington;  Derby 


Gas  and  Electric  Company  of  Derby,  and  the  Farrel-Birmingham 
Company,  Ansonia. 

During  the  period  of  the  World  War  he  enlisted  in  the  field 
artillery,  officers  training  camp,  Zachary  Taylor,  Louisville,  Kentucky 
wuis  accepted  and  ordered  to  report  but  the  armistice  intervened. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Home  Guard. 
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Mr.  Farrel  has  taken  an  interest  in  civic  welfare  and  political 
affairs  of  the  Republican  party  and  has  served  as  alderman,  mayor  of 
Ansonia,  member  of  the  legislature,  senate,  and  as  a  presidential 
elector.  He  was  aide-de-camp  and  major  on  the  staff  of  Governor 
Chamberlain,  later  as  paymaster  general  and  colonel  on  the  staff  of 
Governor  Holcomb. 

Mr.  Farrel  is  president  of  the  Gaylord  Farm  Association  and 
president  of  the  Ansonia  1  ublic  library,  senior  warden  Christ  church 
(Episcopal),  Ansonia.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League  and  Yale 
Clubs  of  New  York  City,  Country  Club  of  Waterbury,  Waterbury 
Club,  Graduates  Club,  New  Haven  Country  Club  and  Quinnipiack 
Club  of  New  Haven,  is  a  32nd  degree  Mason  and  B.  P.  O.  E. 

His  principal  recreations  are:  golf,  riding  and  travel. 

Alton  Farrel,  married  Hazel  Edison,  January  0, 1915,  at  Larimore, 
North  Dakota,  who  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  S.  Edison,  a 
rancher,  who  was  a  double  first  cousin  of  Thomas'A.  Edison.  They 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Alton  Farrel,  Jr.,  Jean  Farrel  and 
Robert  Edison  Farrel. 
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FRANKLIN  l'ARREL,  Ju. 


FRANKLIN  FARREL,  Jit.,  vice-president  and  director  of 
Farrel-Birmingham,  Inc.,  of  Ansonia,  also  a  director  in  the  Ansonia 
National  Bank  and  of  the  Bridgeport  Trust  Company,  was  horn 
August  27,  1881,  at  Ansonia,  Connecticut. 

He  is  a  son  of  Lillian  Clarke  barrel  and  the  late  Franklin  Farrcl, 
a  pioneer  of  the  industrial  development  of  the  Naugatuck  Valley  and 
one  of  the  most  capable  and  successful  captains  of  industry  of  our 
time.  He  was  president  of  the  Barrel  Foundry  and  Machine  Com¬ 
pany  of  Ansonia,  for  55  years,  as  well  as  a  prominent  churchman, 
philanthropist  and  public  benefactor.  He  was  born  in  Waterbury, 
February  17,  1828,  and  passed  away  in  1912  at  the  age  of  8  b  His 
parents  were  Almon  and  Ruth  Emma  Warner  Farrel.  Almon  Barrel , 
was  an  expert  mill  builder,  mechanic  and  engineer,  who  stood  out 
among  the  leaders  of  his  day  and  was  honored  for  his  mechanical 
genius,  organizing  ability  and  good  citizenship.  He  was  president 
of  the  Farrel  Company  until  his  death  in  1857. 

The  vigorous  determination  and  physical  strength  of  Franklin 
Farrel  are  noted  in  the  fact  that  in  December,  1841,  no  railroads  then 
being  in  the  Naugatuck  Valley,  he  walked  from  Waterbury  to  Ansonia 
with  his  pack  on  his  back.  The  Ansonia  in  which  he  settled  for  his 
life’s  work  was  a  valley  of  farm  lands  which  he  helped  to  survey  and 
lay  out  into  home  lots.  He  surveyed  and  built  the  water  works  for 
the  copper  mill  of  Anson  G.  Fhclps  for  whom  the  town  was  named, 
being  but  17  years  of  age  when  he  undertook  this  work. 

In  1849  he  founded  the  family  foundry  business  for  which  his 
father,  Almon  Farrel,  furnished  capital  and  of  which  his  father  was 
president.  Upon  his  father  s  death,  in  1857,  the  son  became  the 
president  filling  that  position  until  his  death  in  1912. 

Church  interests  and  public  charities  attracted  much  of  Franklin 
Farrel’s  time.  He  was  a  devoted  member  and  senior  warden  of 
Christ  Episcopal  church  in  Ansonia,  having  held  that  position  for  20 
years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
the  Engineers  club,  the  American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers  and 
of  the  Union  League  club  of  New  York. 

A  brief  history  of  the  Farrel  ancestry  is  herewith  recorded: 
Benjamin  barrel  (1758-1844)  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  married  Lois 
Williams  (1755-1802);  Samuel  Farrcl;  Zebah  (1770-1802),  married 
1798  Mehitable  Benham  (1778-1855);  Elihu  Farrel  (1775-1850)  soldier 
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in  American  Revolution;  Almon  (1800-1857),  married  Ruth  Emma 
Warner;  Franklin  Farrel  born  1828  died  1912.  Married  first  in  1850 
to  Julia  Lockwood  Smith  (1829-1875);  second  marriage,  1870,  to 
Lillian  Clarke  bom  in  1853.  Children  by  first  marriage  were  Alton 
Farrel  (1851-1885),  (he  married  Julia  Elizabeth  Clarke);  Carrie 
Farrel  (1854-1850);  Clarissa  P.  Farrel  (1858-1801);  May  Wells  Farrel 
born  1808,  married  Rutherford  Trowbridge  of  New  Haven;  children 
by  second  marriage:  Florence  Adele  Farrel  (Mrs.  George  C.  Bryant) 
born  1877;  Elise  Marion  Farrel  born  1879  (Mrs.  Earl  Jack  McWhirter) 
Franklin  Farrel,  Jr.,  born  1881;  Lillian  Estelle  Farrel  (Mrs.  George  A. 
Goss)  born  1891. 

Franklin  Farrel,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Ansonia,  Hopkins  Grammar  School,  New  Haven;  St.  Paul’s  School, 
Concord,  New  Hampshire,  for  five  years’  preparatory  to  entering  Yale 
College.  He  was  graduated  from  Yale  with  degree  of  B.  A.  in  1903. 

After  completing  his  collegiate  career,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Farrel  Foundry  and  Machine  Company,  at  Ansonia,  with  which 
corporation  he  has  been  continuously  identified  in  various  capacities 
ever  since,  with  leave  of  absence  from  April  1917  to  January  1919, 
during  which  time  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  Navy 
serving  as  an  Ensign  at  first  and  being  honorably  discharged  as 
lieutenant  of  the  senior  grade  in  January  1919.  He  was  honored  by 
a  special  letter  of  commendation  with  silver  star  for  services  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

He  is  vice-president  and  a  director  of  Farrel-Birmingham  Com¬ 
pany  and  a  director  in  the  Ansonia  National  Bank  and  The  Bridge¬ 
port  Trust  Company. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League  club,  Yale  club  of  New 
York,  Automobile  Club  of  Ansonia,  D.  K.  E.,  Eliliu  club,  New  Haven 
Country  club,  Graduates  Club  of  New  Haven,  founder  member  of 
the  Army-Navy  and  Marine  Corps  Country  club,  Yeamans  Hall, 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  Sons  of 
American  Revolution,  New  Haven  Lawn  club,  Pine  Orchard  Country 
club  and  is  a  32nd  degree  Mason. 

In  religion,  ail  Episcopalian;  politics,  Republican;  recreation, 
boating. 

Mr.  Farrel  was  married  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  October  24, 
1900  to  Miss  Marian  Vincent  Brown,  daughter  of  D.  Austin  Brown, 
manufacturer,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Franklin 
Farrel,  3d,  Malcolm  Farrel  and  Marian  Farrel. 
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-Tit  AN  CIS  DOWNS  WANNING 

FRANCIS  DOWNS  WANNTNr  • 
o  tlie  executive  committee  of  the  bCrT  !’n''iuI,'nl  wul  chairman 
Inc.,  has  been  continuous] v  and  r  1  ‘‘"el-Birmingham  Company 

"«  -  «•  mtmJKSttSSfT*  am 

been  one  of  the  guiding  hands  in  the  nrn  !  "‘i®  Which  he  has 

business.  P  gross  and  development  of  the 

father,  Henry  F.  Wanning,  whosl  histof  “ ‘““i’  Connecticut-  His 
volume,  has  been  connected  witl the  r  '*  °  ^  f°rth  in  ‘his 

smce  1805.  The  Wanning  ancestors ZT'Y  “*!  Us  ^decessor 
England,  early  m  the  eighteenth  century  °  1  Ame^'ca>  c°ming  from 
mother  of  Francis  D.  Wanning  1  7'  1/"rnet  (1)o"“s)  Wanning 

daughter  of  Nelson  H.  Downs’  a  nio‘t°  "giish  desccnt  aild  the 
prominent  citizen  of  Derby.  *  *  Cr  manu^acturer  who  was  a 

graduated  in  ISof,  Ind  fj  th®  DerLy  high  school,  being 

which  institution  he  £T*  ^niyersity  frmf 

Scientific  School.  After  completing  Id  'V^  °f  1804>  Sheffield 
the  employ  of  the  Birmingham  l2  ,  ,  *  Yale’  he  e«tered 

first  traveling  i„  Europe  for  four  montls  ^  °C'°ber  lst’  1894> 
iug  Department  and  after  beimr  c  V  e  ke£an  in  the  Engineer- 
the  business  end  of  the  company  in  °yfd.for  a  few  years  entered 
the  Earrel  Foundry  &  Marl. it  CtlPacity  of  secretary.  When 

Company,  Inc.,  he  was  chosen  vL-Llc  ^  ^’Birmingham 
executive  committee  which  i„,  v  i  ' ult  allt  chairman  of  the 
director  of  the  Birmingham  nT I\S,}i\nmv  ilolds.  He  is  also  a 
Gas  &  Electric  Company.  He  uns*  a  df*,*  m'd  thc 

Company  until  it  was  taken  over  by  the  Z  7  ‘  ‘r  S1‘e'ton  Water 

Pany,  and  also  a  director  of  the  n  t  Bridgeport  Hydraulic  Com- 
*»  time  it  was  merged Stf  ?„ipa„y  up  unUl 

fe  oup.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  Shelton  Park  p4'  &  1  °Wcr  C°mpany 
the  executive  committee  of  Grim,,  n  .  Commission,  a  member  of 

** »'  “« “  V'“  "~- 

Duri"H  Ule  World  W»r  It,  „lls  ;  N"',e,ltuek  V“lley. 

Association  of  Derby  and  Sl„.n  1  President  of  the  War  Chest 

*»  -*  i-y  u«  KSKJ'Kir  T'T  ”  *'«  "'■*«»» 
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Trade,  Graduates  Club  in  New  Haven,  Theta  Delta  Chi  Club  in 
New  York,  Race  Brook  Country  Club,  Orange,  Conn.,  and  Highland 
Golf  Club,  Shelton.  He  attends  the  Congregational  Church. 

Francis  D.  Wanning  was  married  at  Shelton,  Cormecticut,  March 
28th,  1908,  to  Rose  Andrews  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Henry  F.  Wanning  II,  born  April  23,  1910,  now  a  Junior 
at  Yale  College;  Andrews  Wanning,  born  September  3, 1912,  now  in  his 
final  year  at  Choate  School,  Wallingford,  Connecticut;  Thomas 
Edwards  Wanning,  born  February  18,  1918. 

Residence,  30  Fairmont  Place,  Shelton,  Connecticut. 
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GEORGE  II.  ALLEN 


GEORGE  II.  ALLEN,  President  of  the  Republic  Brass  Corpo¬ 
ration,  with  principal  offices  in  Rome,  N.  Y.,  prominently  and  actively 
identified  with  the  brass  industry  covering  a  period  of  more  than  35 
years,  was  born  August  4,  1879,  at  New  Milford,  Conn.  lie  is  a  son  of 
Wm.  M.  Allen  of  New  jMilford,  and  of  Caroline  E.  (Weaver)  Allen, 

both  parents  being  descended  from  a  long  line  of  old  American 
ancestry. 

George  H.  Allen  was  educated  at  New  Milford  and  Torrington, 
Conn.,  in  the  public  schools,  and  at  an  early  age  entered  the  mill  of 
Coe  Brass  Mfg.  Company  (now  a  part  of  The  American  Brass  Co.); 
working  through  the  various  departments  he  became  Secretary  to  the 
General  Superintendent,  remaining  in  that  position  for  ten  years,  lie 
next  was  connected  with  the  Ansonia  Branch  of  The  American  Brass 
Company  in  the  capacity  of  salesman  for  two  years,  and  afterwards 
for  a  like  period  he  was  employed  at  the  general  office  of  The  American 
Brass  Company  Company  at  Waterbury,  Conn,  lie  was  then  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Ivenosha  Branch  of  Phe  American  Brass  Company  at 
Kenosha,  Wis.,  remaining  there  until  1920  as  vice-president  of  that 
branch  of  the  business,  also  as  a  Director  of  The  American  Brass  Com¬ 
pany.  In  1920  he  was  appointed  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo  Branch 
of  The  American  Brass  Company  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  filling  that  posi¬ 
tion  until  July  1,  1927,  when  he  resigned.  In  the  meantime,  in  1922, 
when  the  Anaconda  American  Brass,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  Canada,  was 
organized  he  was  elected  a  director  and  vice  president  of  the  company 
until  July  1927,  when  he  retired  to  accept  the  position  of  vice  president 
and  general  manager  of  The  Michigan  Copper  &  Brass  Company,  and 
on  October  9,  1928,  was  elected  president  of  that  corporation  On 
December  17,  1928,  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Republic  Brass 
Corporation,  a  merger  of  Dallas  Brass  &  Copper  Co.  of  Chicago,  Ill., 
Higgins  Brass  &  Mfg.  Co.  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  The  Micl  ligan  Copper 
&  Brass  Co.  of  Detroit,  Rome  Brass  &  Copper  Co.  of  Rome,  N.  Y., 
launton-New  Bedford  Copper  Co.,  Taunton,  Mass.,  Baltimore 
Copper  Mills,  Baltimore,  Md.  Mr.  Allen  was  identified  in  various 
capacities  with  The  American  Brass  Company  for  a  period  of  33 
years. 

While  at  Kenosha,  Wis.,  he  served  as  president  of  the  Manu¬ 
facturers  Association  of  Kenosha  for  four  years,  and  was  president  of 
the  Associated  Charities  of  Kenosha  for  two  years. 
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He  is  a  member  of  the  Chicago  Athletic  Club,  Detroit  Golf  Club 
Water  bury  Club  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  Teugega  Country  Club  and 
Rome  Club  of  Rome,  N.  Y„  Elks  Club  of  Kenosha,  American  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Mining  and  Metallurgical  Engineers,  B.  P.  O.  E„  and  is  a 
Mason  and  Knight  Templar. 

In  politics,  Republican.  Principal  recreations:  golf,  hunting 
and  fishing.  & 


Mr.  Allen  was  married  first  June  1, 1907  to  Miss  Alice  N.  Randall 
of  New  Milford,  who  passed  away  March  5, 1924.  To  them  were  bom 
George  R.  Allen,  Richard  L.  Allen,  Charles  Brooker  Allen,  David  W. 
Allen,  Ethel  J.  Allen,  Marcia  C.  Allen,  John  N.  Allen  and  Alice 
Randall  Allen.  In  his  second  marriage  October  14,  1926,  Mr.  Allen 
took  as  his  wife  Miss  Catharine  H.  Carpenter  of  Montclair,  N.  J. 

Residence,  900  North  George  St.,  Rome,  N.  Y. 
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WILLIAM  ALFRED  NELSON 


WILLIAM  ALFRED  NELSON,  president  of  the  Savings  Bank 
of  Ansonia,  and  for  more  than  40  years  a  prominent  and  active 
factor  in  real  estate  and  finance  in  the  Naugatuck  Valley,  was  born 
September  23,  18G9,  in  Ansonia. 

He  is  a  son  of  Thomas  A.  Nelson,  a  successful,  retired  corset 
manufacturer  of  Derby,  and  of  Clarinda  Hubbell  Nelson,  a  daughter 
of  Abraham  Hubbell,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Ansonia 
Brass  &  Copper  Co.  in  association  with  Messrs.  Cowles  and  Bar¬ 
tholomew,  who  were  the  first  to  locate  in  Ansonia  to  assemble  there 
the  brass  plants  of  the  American  Brass  Company.  The  Hubbells  were 
of  Welsh  ancestry.  Thomas  A.  Nelson  was  a  native  of  Berth,  Scot¬ 
land,  later  moving  to  this  country  where  he  studied  for  the  ministry 
but  did  not  finish.  He  came  to  America  in  1849  and  located  in 
Derby  where  he  entered  the  manufacturing  field. 


William  A.  Nelson  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Derby, 
and  later  at  preparatory  school  at  “The  Gunnery”,  Washington,* 
Conn.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered  the  employ  of  Wilkinson 
Brothers  Paper  Manufacturing  Co.  at  Shelton,  beginning  as  oifice 
boy  and  working  up  to  the  position  of  secretary  and  treasurer.  In 
1907  he  became  a  realty  operator  in  Ansonia,  building  and  selling 
properties  until  1915  when  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Savings  Bank 
of  Ansonia  as  treasurer.  He  was  subsequently  elected  president, 
which  position  he  now  ably  fills.  He  is  president  and  managing 
director  of  The  Savings  Bank  of  Ansonia;  vice-president  of  The 
Ansonia  National  Bank;  director,  Ansonia  Water  Company;  direc¬ 
tor,  Cameron  Electrical  Company;  director,  Clearing  Hom  e  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Derby,  Ansonia,  Shelton  and  Seymour;  director,  Morris  Plan 
Bank;  president,  The  Home  Aid  Company;  trustee,  Griffin  hospital; 
director,  International  Securities  Corporation  of  America  of  New 
York;  trustee,  Pine  Grove  Cemetery  Association;  chairman,  Sinking 
Fund  Commission  of  Ansonia.  Mr.  Nelson  has  always  been  interested 
in  civic  affairs,  was  alderman,  1900-1 908;  representative  State  Legis¬ 
lature,  1909-1911;  during  which  term  he  was  clerk  of  the  Appropria¬ 
tions  Committee  and  served  on  various  committees  during  his  period 
of  office. 


During  the  period  of  the  World  War,  he  was  captain  of  the 
American  Protective  Association  of  his  district  and  was  prominently 
associated  with  the  various  Liberty  Loan  and  other  drives. 
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He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League  Club  of  New  Haven; 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Ansonia;  Race  Brook  Country  Club;  Board 
of  Trade  of  Derby,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
being  a  32d  degree  Mason  and  Shriner,  and  a  member  of  Ansonia 
Lodge  B.  P.  O.  E.  No.  1269.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  in 
religion  a  Congregationalist.  His  recreations  are  travel  and  farming. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  married  January  30,  1918,  to  Emma  Helen 
Hartford,  a  graduate  of  Smith  College,  daughter  of  Major  Fernando 
W.  Hartford,  newspaper  publisher  and  owner  of  the  Herald  and 
Gazette  of  Portsmouth,  N.  II. 

Residence,  Ansonia,  Conn. 
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FRANKLIN  STARR  JEROME 


FRANKLIN  STARR  JEROME  was  born  October  6,  1870,  in 
Montville,  Connecticut.  His  parents  were  Henry  G.  and  Eliza  Holt 
(Starr)  Jerome.  The  Jeromes  are  an  old  New  England  family,  and 
also  an  old  family  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where  their  wills  arc  recorded 
as  far  back  as  1503.  Phe  Connecticut  ancestor  came  from  England 
and  settled  in  New  London  in  the  early  days  of  that  city.  He  spent 
the  early  part  of  his  school  days  in  Norwich,  where  his  parents  then 
resided.  Later  his  parents  returned  to  Montville  and  he  attended  a 
high  school  at  Uncasville.  He  next  entered  Eastman’s  Business 
College  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  was  graduated  from  there  in 
February,  1888. 

His  first  business  occupation  began  in  1888  as  clerk  in  the  First 
National  bank  at  Norwich,  where  he  continued  advancing  through 
various  positions  to  that  of  president  in  1903,  which  of  lice  he  held  for 
ten  years.  In  1913  he  moved  to  California,  engaging  in  ranching  and 
became  general  manager  of  the  Charles  Ford  Company  at  Watson¬ 
ville. 


In  1917  Mr.  Jerome  returned  to  Connecticut  and  became  vice- 
president  of  The  Seymour  Manufacturing  Company  at  Seymour.  He 
was  elected  president  of  that  company  in  1922,  which  office  lie  still 
holds.  He  is  also  president  of  The  II.  A.  Matthews  Manufacturing 
Company,  The  Seymour  Products  Company,  and  a  director  of  the 
Seymour  I  rust  Company,  all  at  Seymour.  He  is  treasurer  of  the 
Naugatuck  Valley  Crucible  Company  at  Shelton. 


Offices  in  other  corporations  outside  of  Connecticut  are  held  by 
Mr.  Jerome  as  follows:  American  Copper  Products  Company,  presi¬ 
dent  and  director;  Anglo-South  American  Trust  Company,  director; 
Eastern  Building  Corporation,  treasurer  and  director;  Eisemann 
Magneto  Corporation,  treasurer  and  director;  Habirshaw  Cable  and 
Wire  Corporation,  treasurer  and  director;  Margay  Oil  Corporation, 
assistant  treasurer  and  director;  National  Electric  Products  Corpo¬ 
ration,  treasurer  and  director;  New  York  Postal  Service  Station,  Inc., 
treasurer  and  director;  Santa  Maria  Ranch  Co.,  treasurer  and  director. 


On  October  10,  1894,  Mr.  Jerome  was  married  to  Katherine 
S.  D.  Douglas,  who  was  born  in  Indianapolis,  Inch,  daughter  of  Frank 
D.  and  Anna  (Campbell)  Douglas,  the  former  of  whom  was  superin¬ 
tendent  of  agencies  of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  and  died  in  Hartford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerome  live  in  Orange, 
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Connecticut,  and  have  a  summer  home  in  Norfolk,  They  have  one 
child,  Louise  Douglas,  born  October  9,  1900,  who  married  Burnham 
B.  Woodford  of  New  Haven,  June  6,  1922.  In  his  political  faith  Mr. 
Jerome  is  a  Republican.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  The  Bankers 
Club  of  America,  New  York,  the  Quinnipiack  Club,  and  Race  Brook 
Country  Club,  New  Haven,  the  Doolittle  Club,  and  the  Norfolk 
Country  Club,  Norfolk. 
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CHARLES  II.  NORTON 


CHARLES  H.  NORTON,  who  is  credited  by  engineers  with 
having  done  more  than  any  other  man  to  bring  the  grinding  machine 
to  its  present  high  stage  of  development  and  broad  field  of  industrial 
usefulness,  was  born  in  Plainville,  Connecticut,  November  23,  1851, 
the  son  of  John  C.  Norton  and  Harriet  (Hotchkiss)  Norton.  The 
ancestry  of  the  Norton  family  in  this  country  dates  back  three 
centuries,  at  which  time  the  manuscript  genealogy  of  the  family  was 
brought  to  this  country  and  is  in  the  possession  of  the  family  of  the 
late  Professor  Charles  Eliot  Norton  of  Harvard  College.  The 
Nortons  are  of  ancient  English  ancestry  connected  with  many  of  the 

English  families.  On  the  maternal  side  the  descendants  are  from 
Samuel  Hotchkiss  of  Essex,  England,  the  first  of  whom  settled  in  this 
country  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  who  were  prominent  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  and  have  been  identified  with  civic  and  industrial 
affairs  in  the  state  of  Connecticut  to  the  present  time. 

Charles  H.  Norton  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Plainville  and  Thomaston,  Connecticut,  and  at  an  early  age  began 
work  in  the  employ  of  the  Seth  Thomas  Clock  Company  of  Thomas¬ 
ton,  securing  his  subsequent  education  by  contact  with  the  world, 
pnvate  study  and  research  work.  Later  on  he  learned  the  machine 
trade  and  subsequently  became  foreman,  superintendent  of  ma¬ 
chinery  and  in  the  tower  clock  department  of  the  Seth  Thomas  Clock 
Company,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a  period  of  20  years,  during 
which  time  he  received  invaluable  training  and  experience  in  me¬ 
chanics  and  a  general  development  of  his  inventive  ability  which  fitted 
him  for  the  position  of  assistant  engineer  at  the  llrown  &  Sharpe 
Manufacturing  Company  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  later  being  a 
designer  and  engineer  for  cylindrical  grinding  machinery  for  that 
company.  Shortly  afterwards  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Leland,  Faulconer  &  Norton  Company  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  which 
is  now  the  Cadillac  Automobile  Company.  In  1000  he  went  to 
Worcester,  Mass.,  where,  financed  by  the  Norton  Company,  he 
founded  the  Norton  Grinding  Company,  becoming  its  designer  and 
chief  engineer  and  was  the  originator  of  the  modern  methods  of 
machine  grinding  now  in  universal  use.  The  methods  he  introduced 
and  his  machinery  manufactured  by  the  Norton  Grinding  Company 
have  worked  an  economic  revolution  in  the  mechanical  industries  of 
the  world,  and  have  made  it  possible  to  produce  precision  ground 
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cylindrical  parts  of  machinery  in  less  time  for  labor  than  the  crude 
work  required  before  the  introduction  of  his  methods.  The  auto¬ 
mobile  owes  its  existence  largely  to  the  introduction  of  his  machinery. 
In  the  World  war  the  Norton  Grinding  Company  played  a  very  im¬ 
portant  part  in  the  economic  production  of  munitions,  grinding  of 
field  guns,  aeroplane  engines,  etc. 

Mr.  Norton  was  awarded  the  John  Scott  medal  “for  the  invention 
of  accurate  grinding  devices  of  high  power”  at  the  commencement 
exercises  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  June  17,  1925. 

The  John  Scott  medal  is  awarded  for  exceptional  achievement 
in  the  field  of  mechanical  arts.  It  was  established  under  the  will  of 
John  Scott,  “chymist”,  of  Edinburgh,  dated  April  2,  1816.  The 
legacy  is  entrusted  to  the  corporation  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  award 
was  made  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  City  Trusts  of  Philadelphia 
to  Mr.  Norton,  who  was  elected  to  receive  it  by  an  advisory  com¬ 
mittee  consisting  of  A.  W.  Goodspeed,  secretary,  representing  the 
American  Philosophical  Society,  and  H.  II.  Donaldson,  chairman, 
W.  B.  Scott  and  Theobald  Smith,  representing  the  National  Academy 
of  Sciences.  The  honor  conferred  on  Mr.  Norton  marks  world-wide 
recognition  of  his  inventions. 

Mr.  Norton  has  practically  retired  from  all  active  work,  and  is 
now  a  resident  of  his  native  town  of  Plainville,  Connecticut,  where  he 
is  noted  for  his  many  charities  and  philanthropic  work,  being  also  a 

generous  contributor  to  public  welfare  organizations  and  other  worthy 
objects. 

lie  is  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers, 
the  National  Machine  Tool  Builders’  Association,  National  Geograph¬ 
y‘S  Society,  National  Society  for  Constitutional  Government  and  the 
Audubon  Society. 

Mr.  Norton’s  first  marriage  was  at  Thomaston,  Conn.,  January, 
1873,  to  Julia  E.  Bishop,  and  to  them  were  born  Ida  (Norton)  Munson 
and  Fannie  Norton.  Second  marriage  to  Maiy  E.  Tomlinson,  at 
Plainville,  Conn.,  who  died  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  October,  1915.  In 
1916,  Mr.  Norton  presented  and  installed  a  Seth  Thomas  tower  clock 
in  the  church  at  Plainville  in  her  memory  and  also  of  his  mother, 
Harriet  Hotchkiss  Norton.  His  third  marriage  was  to  Mrs.  Grace 
Harding  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  who  died  at  Plainville,  Conn.,  Novem¬ 
ber,  1923.  In  that  year  Mr.  Norton  presented  an  organ  to  the  Plain¬ 
ville  church. 
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WILLIAM  II.  BASSETT 
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and  he  did  much  work  in  bringing  about  the  high  quality  of  zinc 
supplied  for  making  brass  and  other  alloys.  He  was  the  first  to  apply 
the  spectroscope  to  routine  work  in  the  non-ferrous  metal  industry 
and  first  to  apply  the  microscope  to  the  metallography  of  copper  and 
copper  alloys.  He  developed  methods  for  the  microscopic  examina¬ 
tion  of  copper  and  copper  alloys  for  studying  the  relations  between 
the  crystal  size,  heat  treatment  and  physical  properties,  and  the 
application  of  metallography  to  manufacturing  control. 

Original  work  has  also  been  done  by  Mr.  Bassett  along  the 
following  lines:  Standardization  of  methods  of  chemical  analysis 
of  copper  and  its  alloys;  improvement  in  methods  of  manufacture 
of  condenser  tubes;  “season”  cracking  of  brass,  and  the  development 
of  methods  of  control  in  the  manufacture  of  brass  tubes,  rods  and 
shapes;  elimination  of  wastes  in  the  manufacture  of  brass,  in  both 
process  of  manufacture  and  recovery  of  waste  materials;  application 
of  laboratory  control  to  manufacturing  methods;  preparation  of 
standard  specifications  for  non-ferrous  metals,  their  alloys  and 
products  from  same. 

Although  his  greatest  work  has  been  accomplished  in  copper  and 
brass,  in  regard  to  which  he  is  an  international  authority,  he  has 
hardly  done  less  notable  work  in  other  non-ferrous  metals  and  alloys, 
the  result  of  which  has  been  to  give  a  better  understanding  of  their 
properties  and  the  effect  on  them  of  variations  in  composition  and 
treatment,  thus  making  it  possible  to  produce  special  alloys  having 
properties  that  fit  them  for  purposes  where  unusual  qualities,  or  com¬ 
binations  of  qualities,  are  required.  During  the  World  war  he  was 
engaged,  with  The  American  Brass  Company,  in  supplying  materials 
for  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States  and  its  allies.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  War  Department  advisory  committee  for  airplane 
materials.  He  has  been  a  director  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Mining  and  Metallurgical  Engineers  since  1922  and  is  now  first  vice- 
president  of  that  society.  He  is  a  member  and  formerly  one  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  American  Society  for  Testing  Materials; 
a  member  of  the  Institute  of  Metals,  London,  England;  a  fellow  of  the 
American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science;  a  member  and 
former  director  of  the  American  Institute  of  Chemical  Engineers; 
a  member  of  The  American  Chemical  Society,  The  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry  (British),  The  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers, 
The  Mining  &  Metallurgical  Society  of  America,  the  American 
Society  of  Automotive  Engineers,  American  Eoundrymen’s  Associa- 
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tion,  American  Society  for  Steel  Treating,  Deutsche  Gesellscliaft  fur 
Metal lkunde,  the  Franklin  Institute,  and  a  fellow  of  the  American 
Geographical  Society.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Metallurgical  Advisory 
Board  to  the  LJ.  S.  Army  Ordnance  Department  and  chairman  of  the 
non-ferrous  division  of  the  metallurgical  advisory  committee  to  the 
U.  S.  Bureau  of  Standards. 

Mr.  Bassett  is  a  member  of  the  Engineers’  Club  and  Chemists’ 
Club  of  New  York;  the  Waterbury  and  University  clubs,  Waterbury, 
Conn,  and  The  Torrington  Club  of  Torrington,  Conn.  lie  is  a  32nd 
degree  Mason  and  a  Shriner.  Since  1014  he  has  been  a  deacon  in  the 
First  Congregational  Church,  Cheshire.  Politically  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  finds  his  chief  recreation  in  farming  and  gardening. 

Mr.  Bassett  was  married  November  3,  1892,  to  Sarah  Hedge, 
daughter  of  Edward  B.  Whit  ing,  a  dry  goods  merchant  of  New  Bed¬ 
ford,  Mass.  He  had  three  children :  Alice  Whiting,  William  Hastings, 
and  Edward  Whiting  Bassett,  the  latter  deceased. 
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FRANK  C.  WOODRUFF 


For  nearly  three  hundred  years  the  name  of  Woodruff  has  been 
prominently  and  actively  associated  with  the  financial,  commercial 
and  industrial  development  of  the  state  of  Connecticut.  For  many 
generations  the  name  has  been  identified  with  the  agricultural 
interest  of  the  town  of  Orange,  the  headquarters  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  S.  IX  Woodruff  &  Sons,  being  located  there  and  at  201  Wash¬ 
ington  Street,  New  York  city,  which  branch  of  the  business  Frank  C. 
Woodruff  opened  in  1900  and  has  managed  since  that  date.  The 
Woodruffs  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  New  Haven  County  and 
their  names  and  achievements  form  an  important  part  of  Connecticut 
history. 

Frank  C.  Woodruff  of  the  firm  of  S.  D.  Woodruff  &  Sons,  traces 


his  ancestry  back  in  a  direct  line  to  the  earliest  settlers  of  New 
England,  including  such  eminent  names  as  Governor  Robert  Treat, 
Governor  Theophilus  Eaton  and  Reverend  Thomas  Hooker,  all  of 
whom  have  indelibly  written  their  names  in  history. 

Matthew  and  Hannah  Woodruff  were  pioneers  in  Connecticut, 
they  moved  from  Hartford  to  Farmington  in  1640  and  were  the 
earliest  ancestors  of  Frank  C.  Woodruff  of  whom  we  have  record. 

Frank  C.  Woodruff  was  born  at  Orange,  October  27,  1866.  He 
is  the  son  of  Stiles  I).  Woodruff  anil  Elizabeth  (Clark)  Woodruff. 
He  was  graduated  from  the  Hillhouse  high  school  of  New  Haven, 
subsequently  entering  Yale  College  from  where  he  was  graduated  with 
degree  of  Ph.B.  in  1888. 

Shortly  after  completing  his  collegiate  career  he  entered  the  firm 
of  S.  LX  Woodruff  &  Sons,  at  Orange,  Connecticut,  and  has  been 
actively  associated  with,  and  a  potent  factor  in  the  growth  and 
development  of  that  business  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Woodruff’s 
business  partner  is  his  brother,  Watson  S.  Woodruff. 

Stiles  D.  Woodruff  (eldest  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Charlotte 
Nettleton  Woodruff)  was  born  in  Orange,  Connecticut  on  November 
27, 1837  and  died  April  11,  1906.  He  was  a  farmer  and  seed  merchant. 
He  enlisted  as  a  corporal  in  Company  G,  27th  Regiment,  Connecticut 
Volunteers,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Chancellor svi lie,  and  was  confined 
in  Libby  prison.  He  represented  Orange  in  the  Connecticut  General 
Assembly  in  1879-1880,  and  held  town  offices  all  his  life. 

Elizabeth  Maria  Clark  Woodruff  was  born  in  Orange,  February 
5,  1839  and  died  March  8,  1906.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Bryan  and 


112 


n.;v:C  y.7  .D 


1j  >Min  '<■  f  i  r  f’  n b;im  aet.fj  vh  -  - 

'  '  "  •'  >  ■'  •  •  •  v  . 

'"‘V>  1  (I:i  '*tl  ,  ’i>  i  tal  -.■■■■•■  eU;ii>..  war  eBuiboc  fi 

_  .  ,  .’{TO 

-  u  t  <■  '■  (••••■  h*  >o  ifouoW  r>  .j/-'-' 

-oV'V  I  ;  .01;  .  '  ,,  , 

*  11  ii.  ,■-.««><;?  ,  Birr  *oY/  .(1  3  )<> 


Rebecca  Treat  Clark.  She  attended  Mt.  TIolyoke  Seminary,  now 
Mt.  Holyoke  college. 

On  February  14,  1889,  Frank  Clark  Woodruff  married  Julia 
Ailing,  daughter  of  J.  Sheldon  and  Harriet  Barnes  Ailing.  Five 
children  were  born  to  them:  Ailing,  born  September  15,  1890;  Eliza¬ 
beth  Clark,  born  January  29,  1892;  died  March  28,  1893;  Ruth 
Harriet,  born  December  20,  1893;  Mary  Frances,  born  June  13,  1890, 
died  July  0,  1897;  Harriet  Barnes,  born  May  19,  1900. 

Besides  Mr.  Woodruff’s  association  with  the  firm  of  S.  D.  Wood¬ 
ruff  &  Sons,  he  is  president  of  the  Standard  Cold  Storage  Co.  of  48  Jay 
Street,  New  York  city;  president  of  the  Woodruff  Seed  Company; 
director  of  the  Orange  Water  Company;  Race  Brook  Country  Club, 
Hull  Grippen  &  Company,  310  3rd  Avenue,  New  York  city;  Cromwell 
Water  Company  and  the  West  Haven  bank. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Republican.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  1911,  serving  as 
president  pro-tempore  of  that  body.  He  was  a  delegate  from 
Connecticut  to  Republican  Convention  in  Chicago  in  June  1912  and 
voted  for  Taft.  He  was  staff  officer  to  Major  Luzerne  Ludington 
of  the  Governor’s  Horse  Guards  from  1890-1902,  with  rank  of  lieu¬ 
tenant. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League,  Yale  Club  of  New  York  and 
a  Blue  Lodge  Mason  and  Race  Brook  Country  Club. 
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JAMES  THOMAS  MORAN 


JAMES  THOMAS  MORAN,  president  and  general  attorney 
of  the  Southern  New  England  Telephone  Company,  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  New  Haven,  has  been  continuously  and  actively  identified 
in  a  legal  and  executive  capacity  with  that  corporation  for  more 
than  45  years,  during  which  period  he  has  been  an  energizing  force 
in  the  marvelous  growth  and  development  of  the  telephone  in 
Connecticut.  Beginning  as  a  law  student,  he  passed  through  all 
offices  and  eventually  arose  to  the  presidency  of  the  company. 

James  T.  Moran  was  born  September  19,  18G4,  at  North  Haven, 
Connecticut.  His  father,  Thomas  Moran,  was  a  farmer  and  retail 
grocer.  His  mother  was  Maria  (Cullom)  Moran,  both  of  Irish 
ancestry. 

After  receiving  his  earlier  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
the  Hillhouse  high  school,  New  Haven,  young  Moran  entered  Yale 
university  law  school,  graduating  therefrom  and  receiving  the 
degrees  of  LL.B.,  in  1884,  and  M.L.  in  1885. 

* 

Completing  his  collegiate  studies,  in  September,  1884,  Mr.  Moran 
entered  the  law  office  of  Prof.  Johnson  T.  Platt  and  Morris  F.  Tyler, 
the  latter  being  at  that  time  president  of  the  Southern  New  England 
Telephone  Company.  To  Mr.  Moran  was  assigned  the  general  legal 
work  of  the  corporation.  In  1907  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the 
company  and  a  year  later  was  made  vice-president;  in  1911  he  was 
further  advanced  to  the  office  of  vice-president  and  general  manager 
and  in  1917  was  elected  president  and  member  of  executive  committee 
continuing  also  his  duties  as  general  attorney,  with  offices  in  New 
Ilaven. 

lie  is  o  director  of  the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Company, 
the  National  Folding  Box  Company,  Security  Insurance  Company 
New  Haven  Gas  Light  Company,  The  Merchants  National  Bank, 
East  and  West  Insurance  Company,  Connecticut  Railway  and 
Lighting  Company,  all  of  New  Haven.  He  is  a  trustee  of  The  Con¬ 
necticut  Savings  Bank;  vice  president  and  director  of  Connecticut 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  member  of  Connecticut  Department  of 
Public  Welfare;  director.  New  Haven  Community  Chest,  Inc.; 
president  and  member  executive  committee,  New  Haven  hospital 
director,  St.  Raphael’s  hospital  of  New  Haven;  director,  Gaylord 
Farm  (Tuberculosis)  Sanitarium  and  numerous  others. 

Mr.  Moran  has  taken  a  keen  interest  at  all  times  in  civic  affairs 
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and  has  always  been  known  as  an  outstanding,  public  spirited  citizen 
and  keenly  alive  to  the  wants  of,  and  the  betterment  of,  conditions 
of  his  native  city.  lie  has  frequently  been  honored  by  his  fellow 
citizens,  but  has  never  accepted  political  office  for  selfish  purposes. 

Mr.  Moran  was  elected  councilman  1887-1889;  was  president 
of  the  court  of  common  council  in  1888;  was  director  of  the  Library 
board  1890-1892;  member  of  Hoard  of  Education  1893  to  1909; 
member  of  Police  Commission,  1895  to  1898;  member  of  the  City 
Plan  Commission,  1910-1917;  Sinking  Fund  Commission,  1918-1927 
being  its  chairman  1921-1927;  member  of  Connecticut  Council  of 
Defense  1917-1919,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  tlie  United  States 
War  Labor  Board  and  New  Haven  War  Bureau  during  the  period  of 
the  World  War,  being  also  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Council  of  Defense,  and  active  in  all  campaign  and  patriotic 
movements  in  his  district.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Graduates  Club, 
Itacebrook  Country  Club,  Yacht  Club  of  New  Haven,  Yale  Club  of 
New  York  and  the  Catholic  Club  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Moran  was  married,  April  28,  1898,  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
McKenzie  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Helen  E.  Moran. 

The  efficient  organization  that  Mr.  Moran  has  created  for  the 
Southern  New  England  Telephone  Company  is  admittedly  one  of 
the  best  ever  representing  a  public  service  corporation.  The  reason 
for  this  is  that  Mr.  Moran  has  a  genius  for  making  people  work 
not  for,  but  with  him.  Every  employe  of  the  Telephone  Company 
looks  upon  Mr.  Moran  as  a  fellow  worker  and  a  friend.  There  are 
few  men  New  Iluven  has  produced  who  have  achieved  a  finer  success 
than  James  T.  Moran,  and  more  richly  deserved  it  on  their  owti 
good  merits. 
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THOMAS  CROSSLEY  JOHNSON 


THOMAS  CROSSLEY  JOHNSON,  noted  inventor  of  firearms, 
has  been  associated  with  the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Company 
in  an  engineering  capacity  for  nearly  45  years,  during  which  period 
he  has  assigned  to  that,  company  242  patents  relating  to  firearms  and 
ammunition,  and  is  generally  recognized  as  one  of  the  world’s  foremost 
authorities  on  that  subject. 

Air.  Johnson  was  born  May  12,  1862,  in  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 
He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Samuel  C.  Johnson,  a  manufacturer  who  was 
president  of  the  Yale  Safe  and  Iron  Company  of  West  Haven,  and  of 
Catharine  M.  C.  Johnson.  Both*  parents  were  of  old  American 
ancestry  for  several  generations  back. 

Thomas  C.  Johnson  attended  the  Webster  public  school,  New 
Haven,  from  1869  to  1877,  Giles  College  Preparatory  School,  New 
Haven,  1877-1881  and  entered  Yale  University,  Sheffield  Scientific 
School  in  1881,  graduating  therefrom  in  the' class  of  1884  with  the 
degree  of  Ph.B. 

His  first  occupation  after  leaving  college  was  with  the  Yale  Safe 
and  Iron  Company  where  he  remained  during  the  years  1884-5  in  the 
capacity  of  superintendent  of  bridge  construction.  In  1885  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Company  and  has  been 
continuously  associated  with  that  company  to  the  present  time. 

He  is  a  Mason,  affiliated  with  Wooster  Lodge,  No.  79,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Calvary  Baptist  Church  of  New  Haven.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  July  5,  1892,  at  New  Haven,  to  Miss 
Katie  E.  Eowler,  daughter  of  Charles  E.  Fowler,  civil  engineer.  Their 
children  are  Airs.  Lelia  M.  (Johnson)  Rowley,  Air.  Ruth  M.  (Johnson) 
Houck  and  Marjorie  F.  Johnson. 

Residence,  1377  Boulevard,  New  Haven. 
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HENRY  FOWLER  ENGLISH 


HENRY  FOWLER  ENGLISH  of  New  Haven,  long  identified 
with  the  banking  and  business  circles  of  Connecticut,  was  born  in 
that  city,  June  5,  1851,  and  comes  of  a  family  prominent  in  Colonial 
and  state  affairs,  his  father,  James  Edward  English,  having  served 
as  governor  of  Connecticut  for  three  terms  with  distinguished  honor, 
after  having  been  a  representative  in  the  General  Assembly,  a  state 
senator  and  a  member  of  Congress  where  he  attained  exceptional 
distinction. 

The  English  family  came  originally  from  Yorkshire,  England. 
The  earliest  known  representative  to  be  born  in  this  country  was 
Clement  English  who  was  born  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  in  101(5,  a 
son  of  whom,  Benjamin,  came  to  New  llaven  about  1701.  On  the 
maternal  side,  Mr.  English  is  descended  from  Will  Fowler,  one  of  the 
settlers  of  Guilford,  Connecticut,  who  later  moved  to  Milford, 
Mr.  English’s  mother  having  been  Caroline  Augusta  Fowler  English. 

Henry  Fowler  English  spent  his  boyhood  in  New  Haven  and 
has  always  made  that  city  his  home.  Of  a  quiet  temperament  he 
early  manifested  a  love  for  books  and  outdoor  sports.  His  taste  for 
reading  was  inherited  from  his  mother,  who  also  was  responsible  for 
his  fondness  for  nature.  His  early  education  was  obtained  at  General 
Russell’s  Collegiate  and  Commercial  Institute  at  New  Haven, 
followed  by  two  years  of  study  under  the  tutorage  of  the  late  Horace 
Day.  This  wras  followed  by  a  special  course  of  studies  at  l  he  Shcflield 
Scientific  School  at  Yale  and  attendance  at  the  Yale  Law  School, 
where  he  wras  graduated  with  the  class  of  1874  with  the  degree  of 
LL.B.  and  admitted  to  the  county  bar  the  same  year. 

Air.  English  started  his  career  in  business  and  in  office  practice 
immediately  after  graduation,  devoting  much  of  his  attention  to 
the  active  management  of  real  estate.  lie  profited  by  the  good 
example  and  advice  of  his  parents  and  has  succeeded  in  life  through 
earnest  and  persistent  effort,  self  reliance  and  a  constant  determina¬ 
tion  to  do  in  all  positions  the  best  he  is  able.  Personal  contact  with 
other  successful  men  in  life  has  been  a  source  of  inspiration  to  him. 

His  advancement  has  been  rapid  and  constant  and  he  has  become 
identified  with  some  of  the  foremost  banking  and  business  institutions 
of  New  Haven.  He  is  vice  president  and  trustee  of  the  Connecticut 
Savings  Bank,  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  New  Haven, 
a  director  of  the  New  Haven  Clock  Company,  a  director  of  the  New 
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Haven  Colony  Historical  Society,  treasurer  and  commissioner  of 
the  New  Haven  Commission  of  Public  Parks  since  1887  and  a  director 
of  the  New  Haven  Hospital.  In  1903  he  was  appointed  a  member 
of  the  State  Police  Commission,  serving  until  that  body  ceased  to 
exist. 

Up  to  1911  he  was  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  Bristol 
Manufacturing  Company  and  a  director  of  the  American  Silver 
Company,  both  of  Bristol,  resigning  from  both  of  these  offices  after 
29  years  of  service.  He  was  also  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
\ oung  Mens  Christian  Association,  having  been  a  trustee  of  that 
organization  until  1920. 

In  1888  Mr.  English  was  married  to  Alice  Nancy  Kimball  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  three  children  being  born  of  the  union: 
Harold  Kimball  English,  Phillip  English  and  Alice  English,  who 
became  Mrs.  Paul  B.  Valle  of  New  Haven. 

The  family  affiliation  is  with  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  of 
New  Haven,  having  been  connected  with  it  since  1840,  Mr.  English’s 
father  taking  a  pew  there  in  that  year. 

Mr.  English  has  always  taken  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  athletic 
sports,  although  his  personal  participation  has  not  been  extensive, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  several  fraternal  and  social  organizations, 
including  the  Delta  Psi  fraternity  at  Yale,  the  Graduate  Club,  the 
New  Haven  Country  Club,  the  New  Haven  Lawn  Club  and  the 
Ognossoc  Angling  Association  of  Maine. 

In  politics  Mr.  English  has  usually  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party  but  has  always  manifested  independence  in  his 
support  of  candidates  and  issues. 
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BURTON  MANSFIELD 


BURTON  MANSI  IELD,  president  of  the  Connecticut  Savings 
bank  of  New  Haven,  also  a  director  in  numerous  important  corpora¬ 
tions,  is  one  of  the  foremost  members  of  the  bar,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  prominently  and  actively  identified  with  the  legal  profession 
in  New  Haven  as  well  as  throughout  the  state,  where  he  has  earned 
a  name  for  himself. 

He  was  born  April  4,  185G,  at  Hamden,  Connecticut.  His 
father,  Jesse  1VI.  MAnsfield,  was  a  prosperous  farmer  and  manu¬ 
facturer  and  a  respected  citizen  of  Hamden.  Ilis  mother  was  Catherine 
B.  (Warner)  Mansfield.  His  ancestors  on  both  paternal  and  maternal 
side  were  of  old  New  England  descent,  the  Mansfields  being  among 
the  original  settlers  in  New  Haven. 


Burton  Mansfield  received  his  earlier  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  the  Rectory  School,  at  Hamden, 
preparatory  to  his  entrance  into  Yale  College  from  where  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1875,  with  the  degree  of  Ph.B.,  subsequently  being  given 
the  degree  of  LL.B.  in  1878.  He  was  further  honored  by  Trinity 
College  and  the  Berkeley  Divinity  School  conferring  upon  him  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Canon  Law.  In  1875-G  he  was  clerk  of  the 
Probate  Court,  in  New  Haven. 

Shortly  after  completing  his  college  career  in  1878  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  state  of  Connecticut  and  has  practiced 
his  profession  in  New  Haven  since  that  date,  covering  more  than  a 
half  century. 

Mr.  Mansfield  was  appointed  insurance  commissioner  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  serving  in  that  office  during  181)8  and  1805,  and  again  from 
1011  to  1028.  His  other  activities  and  interests  aside  from  his  large 
law  practice,  are  many  and  diversified.  In  the  field  of  finance,  he  is 
president  and  a  director  of  The  Connecticut  Savings  Bank  of  New 
Haven  and  is  also  a  director  in  The  Merchants  National  bank.  His 
other  directorates  are:  New  Haven  Water  Company,  West  Haven 
Buckle  Company,  Security  Insurance  Company  of  New  Haven, 
Pilot  Re-insurance  Company  of  New  York  and  many  others.  His 
activities  in  benevolent,  charity  and  missionary  work  are  many  and 
to  such  duties  Mr.  Mansfield  devotes  a  great  deal  of  his  time  and 
ability  in  the  guidance  of  affairs  of  church  and  benevolent  movements. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  New  Haven  Orphan 
Asylum,  Connecticut  Humane  Society,  and  many  other  religious  and 
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charitable  organizations.  He  is  also  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Wadsworth  Atheneum.  He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Council  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  and  the  oldest  member  of  that  body  in  point 
of  service,  he  is  vice-president  of  the  American  Church  Building 
Fund;  treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Diocese  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  since  1887,  and  is  a  member  of  many  boards  and  committees, 
both  Diocesan  and  National.  He  has  been  a  deputy  eleven  times 
to  the  General  Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  which  is  held 
every  three  years. 

Mr.  Mansfield  is  a  patron  of  art  and  is  the  owner  of  a  large 
collection  of  excellent  paintings,  many  of  them  painted  by  foremost 
American  artists.  These  paintings  have  been  highly  commended  on 
numerous  occasions  when  they  have  been  exhibited. 

Burton  Mansfield  was  married  October  10,  1900  to  Anna  Rosalie 
Mix  of  New  Haven. 

He  is  a  member  of  numerous  clubs  and  organizations  in  New 
Haven,  and  of  the  Century  Club  and  Lotos  Club,  New  York. 


—  120  — 


ui J^.najp© 

li  •  Ic  tt*.”  i  >•  '>  Iqw  Is  'J 

f  fi  •'/oh  X^v  '  * 

♦  las  a  03:d*  •  mvs 


albert  McClellan  mathewson 


ALBERT  McCLELLAN  MATHEWSON,  jurist,  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Connecticut  bar,  and  former  judge  of  New  Haven  city 
court  for  a  period  of  six  years,  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Connecticut, 
October  19,  18G0.  He  is  a  son  of  William  Williams  Mathewson,  a 
farmer  and  a  “forty-niner”,  who  sailed  in  the  schooner,  “Alfred”, 
March  7,  1849,  from  New  London  through  straits  of  Magellan  to  San 
Francisco  and  was  in  the  gold  region  for  two  years.  The  original 
American  ancestors  of  the  Mathewson  family  settled  in  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  and  were  prominent  in  the  early  Colonial  history  of 
that  state.  This  branch  of  the  family  came  to  Windham  County  in 
1775,  and  were  descendants  of  Governor  William  Bradford,  John  and 
Priscilla  Alden  of  the  Mayflower,  also  Governor  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
William  Williams,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
General  Samuel  McClellan.  Harriet  Augusta  Warner,  mother  of 
Albert  McClellan  Mathewson  was  also  of  old  New  England  ancestry. 

Alberf  McClellan  Mathewson,  was  educated  at  Woodstock 
academy,  subsequently  in  the  law  department  of  Yale  university 
where  he  received  the  degree  of  L.L.B.  in  1884,  and  Master  of  Laws  in 
1891.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  the  farm.  Later  he  taught  school 
and  after  graduating  from  law  school  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Putnam,  Connecticut,  in  1884,  where  he  remained  until 
1888  when  he  returned  to  New  Haven  where  he  has  since  successfully 
practiced  law,  and  has  built  up  an  extensive  clientele. 

Judge  Mathewson  was  appointed  judge  of  the  New  Haven  city 
court  and  filled  that  office  from  1905  to  1911.  He  lias  drafted  many 
laws  and  ordinances  now  in  the  statute  books  of  Connecticut.  He 
has  lectured  on  the  subject  of  probation  laws  and  written  numerous 
articles  relating  to  the  treatment  of  children  brought  before  the  court. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  and  Connecticut  bar  associations. 
During  the  war  he  was  a  member  of  the  Legal  Advisory  Board.  Judge 
Mathewson  is  a  director  of  the  Beneficial  Loan  society,  Bankers’ 
National  Investing  Corporation  of  New  York,  and  is  vice-president 
of  the  Citizens  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  New  Haven. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Young  Men’s  Republican  club,  Sons  of 
American  Revolution,  Descendants  of  the  Signers  of  Declaration  of 
Independence,  of  which  lie  was  its  first  president,  1907-1909;  New 
Haven  Country  club  and  Graduates  club.  He  was  married  June 
13,  1888  to  Mary  E.  Board  of  New  Haven. 
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GEORGE  LEETE  PECK 


GEORGE  LEETE  PECK,  lawyer,  member  of  the  well-known 
law  firm  of  Clark,  Hall  &  Peck  of  New  Haven  with  whom  he  lias 
been  actively  associated  for  35  years,  and  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  bar 
of  Connecticut,  was  born  August  3,  1870,  at  Jamaica,  Long  Island, 
New  York.  His  father,  the  late  George  Lyman  Peck,  was  a  successful 
diuggist  at  Jamaica  for  more  than  50  years  and  an  honored  and 
respected  citizen  of  that  city.  His  mother,  Fanny  C.  (Fosdick)  Peck, 
was  a  daughter  of  Judge  Morris  Fosdick,  who  was  County  Judge  and 
Surrogate  of  Queens  County,  New  York,  for  many  years  and  also  one 
of  the  founders  of  and  president  of  the  Jamaica  Savings  bank  and  other 
financial  institutions.  The  ancestry  of  the  Peck  family  dates  back  to 
Revolutionary  war  times  and  includes  the  eminent  names  of  Governor 
Leete  of  Connecticut,  Samuel  Peck  of  New  Haven.  On  the  maternal 
side  the  ancestors  are  of  old  New  York  and  New  England  stock  and 
include  such  names  as  William  Brewster  and  Stephen  Fosdick. 


George  Leete  Peck  was  educated  first  at  the  Hopkins  Grammar 
school  of  New  Haven,  preparatory  to  his  entrance  into  Yale  College 
from  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1893,  with  the  degree 
of  B.  A.  and  later  from  the  Yale  law  school,  class  of  1895,  with  the 
degree  of  LL.B.  Mr.  Peck  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1895,  and 
shortly  after  was  admitted  to  the  law  firm  of  Clark,  Blake,  Hall  & 
Peck,  composed  of  James  Gardner,  Clark,  James  Kingsley  Blake, 
Henry  A.  L.  Hall  (Yale  Law  1895)  and  George  Leete  Peck.  Upon 
the  death  of  Mr.  Blake,  the  firm  was  continued  as  Clark,  Hall  & 
Peck  and  when  Mr.  Clark  passed  away  in  1905,  the  firm  name  was 
retained  as  constituted  at  present  as  Clark,  Hall  &  Peck,  specializing 
in  titles  and  real  estate,  conveyancing,  probate  practice  and  in  all 
branches  of  the  law  pertaining  to  real  estate  and  kindred  matters. 


Mr.  Peck  is  an  executive  and  director  in  several  important 
financial  and  industrial  corporations,  among  them  the  following: 
Vice  president  and  director,  West  Haven  Bank  and  Trust  Company, 
director,  Eastern  Machine  Screw  Corporation;  director  and  treasurer, 
New  Haven  Real  Estate  Title  Company,  member  of  executive  board 
of  West  Haven  Library. 

Mr.  1  eek  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has  served  as  Burgess 
of  Borough  of  West  Haven  and  chairman  of  its  finance  committee, 
also  as  member  of  the  finance  board  of  the  town  of  Orange  (now 
West  Haven)  for  seven  years;  for  many  years  an  active  member  of 
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the  Republican  Town  Committee.  During  the  World  War  he  was 
prominent  in  Red  Cross  work,  home  service  division. 

He  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity  being  a  32nd  degree 
Mason,  also  of  C.  I*.  O.  E.,  Mayflower  Society,  Union  League,  Young 
Men’s  Republican  club  of  New  Haven,  Republican  League  of 
West  Haven,  West  Haven  Library  Association,  Society  of  Colonial 
Wars,  Founders  and  Patriots’,  Sons  of  American  Revolution,  American 
County  and  State  Bar  Associations,  Congregational  club  and  New 
Haven  Automobile  club.  He  is  a  member  of  the  West  Haven 
Congregational  church. 

Mr.  Peck  was  married  December  16,  1897,  to  Miss  Katherine 
May  Tolies,  daughter  of  James  and  Ida  L.  Tolies  and  they  have  three 
children,  George  Morris  Peck,  born  July  3,  1902,  who  is  a  lawyer 
associated  with  Clark,  Hall  &  Peck;  Laurence  Tolies  Peck,  born 
February  21,  1905,  who  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Thompson  and 
Peck,  Inc.,  Insurance;  and  Katharine  Peck,  born  April  3,  1911. 
Residence,  West  Haven,  Conn.  Business  address,  129  Church  Street, 
New  Haven. 
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WILLIAM  RUTLEDGE  BULL 


RUTLEDGE  BULL,  financier,  president  and 
director  of  W.  R  Bull  &  Co.,  Inc,  of  Bridgeport,  one  of  the  leading 
and  most  successful  investment  houses  in  the  state,  .also  president  and 
director  of  International  Secmities  Corporation  of  America,  and  a 

Mo  I0"!  'foon  ei'JndU“trilal  and  financial  corporations,  was  born 
March  1,  1880  ,n  N ew  York  City.  He  is  the  youngest  son  of  Charles 

I  inckney  Bull,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  with  the 

^egree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  and  who  subsequently  practiced  law  in 

frT  w»C] '  ,y;b,emT8  f°r  35  yearS  connected  with  the  law  department 
of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company.  The  ancestors  of  the  Bull 

“  and  Sarah  Wclls>  settled  in  Orange  county.  New 

William  IL  Bull  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Plainfield 
New  Jersey,  and  at  an  early  age  began  his  business  career.  In  1895 
he  was  employed  as  office  boy  by  the  firm  of  Henry  W.  Peabody  &  Co., 

NC1  nm,0rkm!'nilIly  ttUaini"g  to  11  position  in  the  cashier’s  department 
in  1000  I  he  successive  steps  in  his  progress  from  these  early  years 

are  as  follows:  1900-1905,  engaged  in  stock  farming  and  the  lumber 
business  in  Florida;  1905-1911,  bookkeeping  and  clerical  work  in  New 
ork  City,  during  part  of  this  time  being  on  the  staff  of  Suffern  & 
Sons,  certified  public  accountants,  New  York;  1911-1912,  bond  sales¬ 
man  in  Boston,  Massachusetts;  1913-1914  in  employ  of  Lee,  Higginson 
“  Company,  Boston,  as  one  of  their  bond  salesmen  in  Connecticut- 

1914-1917,  with  Hincks  Brothers  &  Co.,  Bridgeport,  as  a  bond  sales- 
man. 


In  January,  1918,  Mr.  Bull  resigned  his  position  with  Hincks 
Brothers  &  Co.  and  established  the  well-known  and  successful  invest¬ 
ment  house  of  W.  II.  Bull  &  Company,  in  Bridgeport,  now  conducting 
i  s  business  throughout  the  state,  and  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
investment  and  security  companies  in  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Bull  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  this  country  in  the  Invest¬ 
ment  Trust  field  which  has  served  to  present  such  broadened  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  the  American  investor  and  which  has  grown  to  such 
gigantic  proportions.  The  International  Securities  Corporation 
(then  International  Securities  Trust)  of  America  was  formed  in  1921 
and  Mr.  Bull  became  identified  with  the  organization  and  joined  its 
Board  of  Trustees  early  in  1922.  He  was  made  the  chief  executive 
in  May  of  that  year  which  office  he  still  holds. 
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In  February  1922  he  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  Weeks, 
Lewis  &  Bull  Co.,  the  predecessor  of  the  present  American  Founders 
Corporation  of  50  Fine  Street,  New  York,  and  was  elected  president 
of  this  organization  in  October,  1922.  Both  of  these  enterprises  grew 
rapidly,  and  by  192G  their  paid  in  capital  and  their  international 
investment  activities  had  expanded  to  such  an  extent  that  Mr.  Bull 
resigned  in  March  of  that  year  as  president  of  American  Founders  to 
devote  his  time  more  exclusively  to  the  affairs  of  International  Secur¬ 
ities  Trust  and  also  to  permit  American  Founders  to  be  carried  for¬ 
ward  under  individual  leadership. 

International  Securities  Corporation  now  has  aggregate  resources 
of  about  $70,000,000.  It  has  always  been  a  member  of  the  American 
Founders  group  whose  combined  resources  today  are  in  excess  of 
$200,000,000. 

Aside  from  his  office  as  president  and  director  of  International 
Securities  Corporation  of  America  and  president  and  director  of 
W.  R.  Bull  &  Co.,  Inc.,  he  is  also  a  director  in  Second  International 
Securities  Corporation,  trustee  of  Investment  Trust  Associates, 
director  of  the  Bridgeport  Rolling  Mills,  Inc.,  and  tiie  Assets  Holding 
Co.,  and  retains  other  interests  in  the  fields  of  finance  and  industry. 

Mr.  Bull  is  a  member  of  the  Brooklawn  Country  Club,  Algonquin 
Club,  and  Black  Rock  Yacht  Club  of  Bridgeport;  Pelham  Country 
Club,  Boulder  Brook  Club,  Pelham,  N.  Y.,  and  the  Huguenot  Yacht 
Club  and  New  Rochelle  Yacht  Club  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  lie  is  a 
member  of  First  Church  of  Christ  Scientist  of  Pelham,  New  York. 
He  resided  in  Bridgeport  from  1914  to  1927  when,  due  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  his  New  York  interests,  he  moved  to  Pelham,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  resides  at  07  Boulevard. 

Mr.  Bull  was  married  in  New  York  City  in  1915  to  Louise 
Cranford  du  Moulin,  daughter  of  William  II.  du  Moulin  of  New  York, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  Frances  Louise  Bull,  born  in  1910,  and 
Barbara  Bruen  Bull,  born  in  1920,  an  adopted  daughter,  Claire  L. 
Bull,  and  a  foster  son,  John  Carstensen  Slireve. 

Business  address,  11  West  42nd  Street,  New  York. 
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HARRY  IRVING  PHILLIPS 


HARRY  IRVING  PHILLIPS,  newspaperman,  humorist,  author 
and  columnist  on  the  staff  of  the  New  York  Sun ,  where  for  several 
years,  he  has  conducted  daily  the  famous  “Sun  Dial”  column,  is  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  born  at  New  Haven,  November  26,  1887.  His 
father,  the  late  Charles  R.  Phillips,  was  a  successful  business  man  and 
owner  of  II.  D.  Phillips  &  Son  Sign  Company,  founded  in  1856.  His 
mother  was  Charlotte  (Johnson)  Phillips.  His  paternal  ancestry 
dates  back  to  original  Colonial  settlers  in  New  England,  down  through 
the  Wendell  Phillips  branch  of  family.  Mr.  Phillip’s  grandfather, 
Israel  Phillips,  who  died  at  the  age  of  91,  was  one  of  the  first  “Yankee 
drummers”.  His  grandfather,  Henry  D.  Phillips,  was  a  captain  of  the 
New  Haven  Blues. 

Harry  Phillips  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  Hillhouse  and 
Boardman  high,  of  New  Haven,  subsequently  taking  an  extension 
course  at  Columbia  university,  New  York.  After  completing  his 
schooling,  he  started  as  a  “cub”  reporter  for  the  New  Ilavcn  Register 
in  1907.  He  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  managing  editor  in  1910, 
filling  that  post  until  1917;  the  following  year  he  joined  the  staff  of  the 
New  York  Iribune  as  desk  man  and  in  1919  began  his  career  as  a 
columnist  with  the  Globe ,  continuing  there  until  1923.  He  next 
associated  himself  with  the  staff  of  the  New  York  Sun  where  he  began 
writing  the  “Sun  Dial”  column  in  1923,  a  clever  department  success¬ 
fully  conducted  by  him  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Phillips  is  also  identified  with  Associated  Newspapers,  Inc., 
which  corporation,  syndicates  his  column  to  over  100  newspapers. 
He  is  the  author  of  “The  Globe  Trotter”,  “The  Foolish  Question 
Book”,  “Encyclopedia  of  Sp  ort  World  Etiquette”  and  many  others 
treating  on  humorous  subjects.  He  has  also  ventured  into  the 
hazardous  field  of  theatricals,  having  written  one  musical  comedy, 
“Take  a  Chance”.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Grays  Vete¬ 
rans’  Association,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  No.  25,  and  New  York  Press  club. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  golfer  and  is 
fond  of  riding,  fishing  and  water  sports. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  married  in  New  Haven,  February  8,  1916,  to 
Mary  Gallagher,  daughter  of  James  Gallagher,  and  to  them  was  born 
one  son,  David  Phillips,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Phillips  maintains  a  winter  residence  in  New  York  City, 
but  resides  most  of  the  time  at  his  summer  home  at  Woodinont. 
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WILLIAM  LAUKENCE  TIERNEY 


WILLIAM  LAURENCE  TIERNEY,  one  of  the  most  successful 
attorneys  of  Greenwich,  as  well  as  an  honored  and  respected  member 
of  the  bar  associations  of  Connecticut  and  New  ^  ork,  former  judge 
of  the  borough  court  of  Greenwich,  and  for  30  years  in  continuous 
law  practice,  was  born  August  6,  1870,  in  Norwalk,  Connecticut. 

lie  is  a  son  of  the  late  Jeremiah  Tierney,  also  of  Greenwich,  who 
was  a  Civil  War  Veteran,  an  eminent  jurist,  a  judge  of  probate  for 
several  years,  serving  in  that  office  to  the  time  of  his  retirement  on 
reaching  the  age  limit.  Judge  Jeremiah  Tierney  was  a  man  of  sterling 
character  and  sound  judgment,  an  ardent  Roman  Catholic,  a  leading 
and  public  spirited  citizen  and  a  leader  of  the  bar  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  lie  was  a  native  of  Ballyluby,  Tipperary,  Ireland.  Mary 
(Laughlin)  Tierney,  mother  of  William  L.  Tierney,  was  born  in 
Westport,  Connecticut.  The  late  Right  Rev.  Michael  Tierney,  D.D., 
the  late  Bishop  of  Hartford,  was  an  uncle  of  William  L.  Tierney. 

After  attending  the  schools  of  Greenwich,  Mr.  Tierney  entered 
Fordliam  University,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1898,  with  the 
degree  of  B.  A.  and  subsequently  was  awarded  an  honorary  degree 
there.  He  then  took  a  course  in  New  York  Law  School,  entering  in 
1898,  and  graduating  in  1900. 

Immediately  after  completing  his  college  course  he  went  to  New 
York  City  to  take  up  the  practice  of  law,  first  with  the  well  known  law 
firm  of  Nicoll,  Anable  &  Lindsay,  the  head  of  which,  DeLanccy  Nicoll, 
had  been  lately  district  attorney.  Thereafter  he  was  associated  with 
John  R.  Dos  Passos,  and  later,  with  Clarence  W.  Francis.  lie 
opened  his  first  law  office  in  the  Potter  Building  and  later  practiced 
at  41  Wall  Street,  where  he  built  up  a  prosperous  law  practice. 

In  1905  Mr.  Tierney  went  to  Colorado,  where  members  of  the  old 
Bailey  branch  of  his  family  were  among  the  earliest  pioneers.  There 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Colorado  bar,  practicing  in  Denver  until  1908, 
when  the  restored  health  of  his  wife  permitted  him  to  resume  his  New 

York  practice. 

In  1912  William  L.  Tierney  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut 
bar  and  practiced  law  in  association  with  his  father,  Judge  Jeremiah 
Tierney,  in  Connecticut  as  well  as  in  New  York.  This  partnership 
lasted  to  the  time  of  the  death  of  his  father,  when  the  junior  member 
continued  alone.  In  1913,  Governor  Simeon  E.  Baldwin  appointed 
William  L  Tierney  judge  of  the  borough  court  of  Greenwich,  after 
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a  spirited  legislative  and  judicial  contest  of  state-wide  note.  Judge 
Tierney  filled  that  position  for  two  years  with  ability  and  fairness 
that  won  for  him  the  good  will  of  citizens  of  Greenwich.  During  the 
war.  Judge  Tierney  served  on  the  Exemption  Board,  No.  115,  New 
York  City,  also  as  Appeal  Agent  for  Manhattan  District. 

He  is  a  member  of  Indian  Harbor  Yacht  club,  Milbrook  Country 
club.  New  York  Atliletic  club,  National  Democratic  club,  B.  P.  O.  E., 
Ejiights  of  Columbus.  In  politics,  he  is  an  independent  Democrat. 
Recreations:  golfing,  boating  and  travel. 

Judge  Tierney  was  married  to  Marie  I.  Brady,  daughter  of  John 
T.  Brady,  a  New  York  contractor,  builder  of  Grant’s  Tomb,  Singer 
Building  and  other  large  works.  To  them  was  born  one  son,  William 
L.  Tierney,  Jr.,  a  graduate  of  Williams  college,  now  at  Fordham 
University  Law  School,  who  will  be  the  third  generation  to  enter  the 
legal  profession.  Marie  Tierney  died  October  9,  1909. 

Judge  Tierney  married  again,  December  19,  1925,  Margaret 
Walsh,  daughter  of  a  prominent  New  York  merchant,  Robert  Walsh, 
and  they  reside  on  Brookridge  Drive,  Greenwich,  Connecticut. » 
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JOHN  CAVANAGI-I 

JOHN  OAVANAGH,  president  of  Tlie  Crofut  &  Knapp  Com¬ 
pany  of  South  Norwalk,  Conn.,  the  oldest  and  one  of  the  best  known 
hat  manufacturing  concerns  in  America,  lias  been  prominently  and 
actively  identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of  that  pioneer 
company-covering  a  period  of  more  than  40  years.  lie  was  born 
January  16,  1864,  at  Norwalk,  son  of  Lawrence  Uwanug  1,  v  10  was 
a  respected  citizen  and  resident  of  that  city  since  Ins  20th  year  during 
his  earlier  years  being  in  the  employ  of  the  New  York  ami  Hudson 
River  Railroad,  and  subsequently  connected  with  the  New  York 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Co.,  retiring  in  the  year  1000.  His 
mother,  Margaret  (Murphy)  Cavanagh,  as  well  as  Ins  father,  was  of 

IllShJohCn  cTvanagh  after  being  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Norwalk,  began  work  as  a  hatter  in  Norwalk,  where  lie  entered  the 
employ  of  Crofut  &  Knapp  Company,  starting  at  the  bench  and 
passing  through  the  various  stages  of  development  of  the  corporation 
in  their  several  departments  in  mechanical  and  executive  positions 
until  1923,  when  he  was  elected  president  of  the  company,  whic 

position  lie  now  holds.  .  .  .  .  .  .. 

During  the  past  decade  the  hat  manufacturing  industry  in  the 
United  States  has  made  wonderful  strides  taking  its  p  ace  as  one  o 
the  foremost  trades  in  the  industrial  activity  of  the  nation  and  to 
no  one  individual  has  this  achievement  been  more  accredited  than  to 
John  Cavanagh  who  by  his  indefatigable  efforts,  business  ueun  en 
and  progressive  spirit  brought  about  a  merger  of  many  of  the  lead  fc 
manufacturers  that  are  representative  of  the  hat  manufactu  g 

business  of  this  country.  .  , 

In  1927  The  Cavanagli-Dobbs  Corporation  was  organize 
holding  company  comprising:  The  Crofut  and  Knapp  Company  of 
which  Mr.  Cavanagh  is  president,  Dobbs  &  Company  «  J  llc  1 
is  chairman  of  the  board.  The  Hodshon  Company  of  which  he  s 
chairman  of  the  board,  Crown  Quality  Company  ®  . 

president.  The  Streb  Company  where  he  is  a  director,  John  aval  ag  , 

Ltd.  of  which  he  is  president.  Mr.  Cavanagh  was  J^fetcutive 
dent  of  the  holding  company  still  retaining  Ins  pos  f 

head  of  the  Crofut  &  Knapp  Company,  who  make  th =  famous 

Quality  Knapp  Felt,  De  Luxe,  Cavanagh,  LJge  an 
the  product  being  in  universal  demand  the  wor  i  over. 
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Aside  from  his  interest  in  the  hat  industry,  Mr.  Cavanagh  is 
also  active  in  other  corporations  being  a  director  in  The  Central 
Fairfield  Trust  Company,  vice-president  of  the  Norwalk  Hospital 
Association,  director  in  the  American  Safety  Razor  Corporation, 
and  others. 

He  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  civic  welfare,  and  was 
honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  by  being  elected  mayor  of  South 
Norwalk  in  1903,  and  also  of  Norwalk  in  1905,  filling  those  offices  with 
efficiency  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people.  During  the  period 
of  the  World  War  he  was  chairman  of  the  state  board  of  War  Savings 
Stamps  Committee  and  participated  in  the  various  patriotic  cam¬ 
paigns  in  his  district. 

His  club  affiliations  are  as  follows:  [Member  of  Woodway 
Country  Club  of  Stamford,  Oxridge  Hunt  Club  of  Darien,  Conn., 
The  Shore  Haven  Golf  and  Country  Club  of  Norwalk,  Fairfield 
Hunt  and  Country  Club  of  Greens  Farms,  Conn.,  Norwalk  Yacht 
Club  and  of  The  National  Democratic  Club  of  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Cavanagh  was  married  October  23,  1905  to  Miss  Agnes 
Garvan  of  Hartford,  daughter  of  Senator  Patrick  Garvan.  They  are 
the  parents  of  three  sons,  John  Garvan  Cavanagh,  Laurence  Dunbar 
Cavanagh,  and  Carrol  John  Cavanagh. 

Residence,  Norwalk,  Conn.  Business  Address,  620  Fifth  Ave¬ 
nue,  New  York. 
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IRVING  CALLENDER  JENNINGS 


IRVING  CALLENDER  JENNINGS,  engineer,  executive  head 
of  the  Nash  Engineering  Company  of  South  Norwalk,  Connecticut, 
has  been  actively  and  prominently  associated  with  that  organization 
since  its  inception.  II is  energy  and  careful  planning  have  gone  into 
building  that  business  to  the  high  state  of  efficiency  and  importance 
that  it  now  occupies  in  the  field  of  engineering.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  successful  organizations  of  its  kind  in  America,  with  a 
modern  and  completely  equipped  plant  with  every  known  up-to-date 
appliance  that  science  and  genius  in  mechanism  can  devise,  running  in 
perfect  order  and  precision  and  employing  about  500  persons. 

Irving  Callender  Jennings  was  bom  July  27,  1881  in  South 
Norwalk,  Connecticut,  a  son  of  G.  A.  Jennings,  executive  head  of  the 
G.  A.  Jennings  Publishing  Company,  publishers  of  law  books  in  New 
York  City,  and  Charlotte  Wilcox  Jennings,  a  daughter  of  William  O. 
Beard  of  Norwalk.  The  ancestry  of  both  paternal  and  maternal  side 
of  the  family  is  English. 

Irving  C.  Jennings  received  his  earlier  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Norwalk,  subsequently  attending  Chapin  Institute,  New 
York  City.  He  then  entered  New  York  University,  being  graduated 
therefrom  in  the  class  of  1906  with  degrees  of  B.  S.  and  M.  E. 

His  first  work  of  importance  after  finishing  his  collegiate  career 
was  with  the  Grand  Central  States  Architects,  composed  of  the 
eminent  architectural  firm  of  Warren  and  Wetmore  and  Heed  and 
Stern,  associate  architects  in  the  designing  and  construction  of  the 
Grand  Central  Terminal.  In  that  work  he  was  assistant  mechanical 
engineer,  remaining  there  for  a  period  of  two  years. 

In  January  1909  he  returned  to  South  Norwalk  where  he  asso¬ 
ciated  himself  with  the  late  Lewis  II.  Nash  in  the  Nash  Engineering 
Company,  which  at  that  time  occupied  a  small  shop  on  Water  Street, 
the  dimensions  were  about  30  x  75  feet  and  of  which  Mr.  Jennings 
was  the  sole  employee.  Mr.  Jennings  became  general  manager  and 
chief  engineer  and  subsequently  vice  president  and  general  manager. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Nash,  Mr.  Jennings  became  president  of  the 
company,  which  position  he  now  holds,  devoting  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  his  duties  as  executive  head,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
business  interests.  The  present  plant  of  the  Nash  Engineering  Com¬ 
pany  was  built  in  1912.  They  manufacture  high  grade  pumps,  which 
are  sold  all  over  the  world  by  their  extensive  sales  organization. 
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Mr.  Jennings  is  commissioner  of  the  Second  District,  Norwalk, 
in  charge  of  public  utilities,  electric  light,  water,  schools,  etc. 

During  the  World  War,  he  supervised  the  building  of  pumps  for 
the  United  States  government  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Nash  organiza¬ 
tion. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Engineers  Club  of  New  York,  Union 
League  Club  of  Chicago,  Woodway  Country  Club,  Springdale, 
Connecticut,  Shore  Haven  Golf  Club  of  East  Norwalk,  Ilyannisport 
Golf  Club,  Hyannisport,  Mass.,  and  Norwalk  Yacht  Club. 

His  recreations  are  golf,  hunting  and  yachting.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican.  He  attends  the  Congregational  church. 

Mr.  Jennings  was  married  February  17th,  1921,  to  Miss  Rosa¬ 
mond  Huntress,  daughter  of  George  F.  and  Cora  (Goodwin)  Huntress 
of  Newton  Center,  Mass.,  and  they  have  two  children:  Kathleen 
Jennings,  and  Irving  Callender  Jennings,  Jr. 

His  residence  is  in  South  Norwalk. 
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PROFESSOR  WILLIAM  HENRY  BRISTOL 


PROFESSOR  WILLIAM  IIENRY  BRISTOL,  inventor,  educa¬ 
tor,  manufacturer,  founder  of  the  Bristol  Company  of  Waterbury, 
Connecticut  and  one  of  its  most  substantial  and  progressive  citizens, 
was  born  in  Waterbury,  July  5,  1859.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Benjamin 
II.  Bristol  and  Pauline  Phelps  Bristol,  both  of  whom  were  of  English 
ancestry.  The  first  American  progenitor  of  the  Bristol  family  was 
Henry  Bristol  who  was  one  of  the  earlier  of  the  New  Haven  Colony 
where  he  settled  in  1656  and  died  in  1695.  His  son,  Daniel  Bristol 
(1671-1728).  His  son,  Richard  Bristol  (1708-1791),  was  a  native  of 
Milford  where  his  son,  Nathan  Bristol,  was  born  in  1752.  Inscribed 
on  his  tombstone  in  the  old  Milford  cemetery  is  the  information: 
“died  April  25,  1826,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.”  Nathan 
Bristol  married  Anna  Lombard.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution. 
His  son,  Nehemiah  Bristol  married  Lorania  Down  in  1798.  He  died 
May  30,  1832.  Hiel  Bristol,  the  second  son  of  Nehemiah,  was  the 
grandfather  of  William  H.  Bristol.  He  migrated  from  Milford  to 
Newtown  and  then  to  Salem  (now  Naugatuck)  where  he  married 
Chastina  Potter.  He  was  born  September  5,  1803  and  died  May  30, 
1871. 

William  Henry  Bristol  studied  in  the  public  schools  in  Naugatuck 
until  1876,  when  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  general  store  in  that  town 
working  there  until  1880.  He  had,  from  early  youth,  evinced  decided 
mechanical  genius,  and  had  a  scientific  mind  which  he  was  ambitious 
to  develop  into  something  that  would  ultimately  be  of  benefit  to 
mankind.  With  this  object  continually  before  him  he  studied  and 
determined  to  attend  some  school  of  higher  scientific  training.  As 
soon  as  his  savings  were  sufficient  to  avail  himself  of  the  scientific 
course  at  Stevens  Institute  of  Technology,  he  entered  that  institution 
at  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  working  his  way  through  by  his  own 
earnings  and  completing  his  course  there. 

During  his  junior  year  Professor  Bristol  organized  the  manual- 
instruction  department  in  the  Workingman’s  School  in  New  York 
City,  and  taught  there,  while  continuing  his  courses  at  the  Stevens 
Institute.  In  1884  he  was  graduated  with  degree  of  M.E.,  after 
which  he  kept  up  his  classes  at  the  Workingman’s  School  for  two 
years.  This  school  was  founded  by,  and  sponsored  by,  Professor 
Felix  Adler  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  manual  training  and  the 
arts,  and  the  first  to  promote  that  work  in  New  York. 
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In  1886  he  was  appointed  instructor  in  mathematics  at 
Stevens  Institute,  and  two  years  later  assistant  professor  in  that 
department.  In  1899  he  was  given  the  title  of  Professor  of  Mathe¬ 
matics. 

While  pursuing  his  studies  at  Stevens,  Professor  Bristol  gave 
considerable  time  and  attention  to  inventing,  perfecting  and  manu¬ 
facturing  a  series  of  recording  instruments  adapted  to  making 
continuous  records  of  pressure,  temperature  and  electricity.  He 
was  a  pioneer  in  the  manufacture  of  recording  instruments  in  America. 
Success  came  to  him.  During  the  many  years  he  has  devoted  to  this 
work,  he  has  developed  a  complete  line  of  recording  instruments 
adapted  to  meet  almost  every  industrial  requirement,  covering  the 
most  complete  variety  of  ranges  for  the  measurement  of  pressure, 
temperature,  electricity,  speed,  time,  etc.  These  recorders  are 
instruments  of  precision  and  their  construction  is  based  on  scientific 
principles  and  unequalled  for  their  simplicity  and  reliability.  His 
recording  pressure  gauges,  recording  voltmeters,  wattmeters,  ampere 
meters,  recording  thermometers,  pyrometers  and  patent  steel  belt¬ 
lacing  are  in  universal  use. 

In  1899  Professor  Bristol  founded  the  Bristol  Company  at 
Platt’s  Bridge,  Waterbury,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  and 
marketing  his  inventions.  He  has  been  the  dominant  figure  in  the 
progress  and  development  of  the  company  and  its  executive  head 
to  the  present  time,  covering  a  period  of  40  years. 

At  the  Chicago  Exposition  in  1893  Professor  Bristol  was  awarded 
a  medal  and  a  diploma  for  an  exhibit  of  recording  instruments.  He 
was  awarded  the  Edward  Longstreet  medal  in  1894  at  Philadelphia. 
At  the  Paris  Exposition  in  1900  he  was  awarded  a  silver  medal.  At 
the  St.  Ix^ii is  Exposition  in  1904  his  recorders  were  awarded  a  gold 
medal,  and  Mr.  Bristol  has  received  many  other  medals  from  various 
expositions  all  over  the  world,  also  recognition  of  the  excellence  of 
his  inventions  including  the  John  Scott  Legacy  Medal  which  was 
awarded  him  by  the  Franklin  Institute  at  Philadelphia  in  1890. 
He  was  also  awarded  a  medal  at  the  Sesqui-Centennial  at  Philadelphia 
in  1926. 

Professor  Bristol  also  invented  a  system  of  thermo-electric 
pyrometers  for  the  measurement  of  high  temperature  and  numerous 
other  instruments  for  automatically  recording  extremely  delicate 
movements  of  an  indicating  arm  where  the  least  friction  would  cause 
inaccuracy  in  a  record. 
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Professor  Bristol  is  a  pioneer  in  the  field  of  sound  recording 
devices  and  has  devoted  the  major  part  of  his  time  for  several  years 
to  bringing  it  to  the  state  of  perfection  now  attained.  In  1915  he 
conceived  the  idea  of  recording  simultaneously  what  is  seen  and 
heard,  in  permanent  form,  so  that  such  records  may  be  reproduced 
at  any  future  time  or  place  as  if  the  characters  were  really  present 
talking  and  acting.  The  method  he  chose  to  accomplish  this  was  to 
record  simultaneously  the  sound  on  a  phonograph  disc  at  the  same 
time  that  the  motion  pictures  of  the  persons  and  scenes  of  action 


were  photographically  recorded  on  a  “movie”  film.  By  reproducing 
the  sound  record  and  the  film  simultaneously,  and  synchronously 
the  sounds  and  actions  are  heard  and  re-enacted  as  in  the  original, 
d  his  method  combines  the  two  arts  of  phonograph  recording  and 
motion  picture  photography  without  involving  any  radically  different 
methods  of  recording  the  sound  or  necessitating  any  change  in  the 
picture  film  itself,  this  method  is  far  in  advance  of  any  other  thus 
far  advanced  and  has  decided  advantages  over  any  other  process  in 
the  production  of  both  the  sound  and  the  photographic  record.  The 
design  and  development  of  the  apparatus  necessary  for  muking  and 
reproducing  talking  motion  pictures  of  this  type  covers  several  fields 


of  engineering  science,  and  no  man  in  the  engineering  world  is  more 
fully  equipped  in  experience,  invention,  genius  and  knowledge  of 
this  subject  than  is  Professor  Bristol,  who  has  devoted  so  many 

years  of  his  busy  life  to  the  practical  development  of  sound  recording 
devices. 


In  the  invention  and  production  of  the  Bristolphone  he  has 
perfected  an  instrument  which  has  synchronized  the  human  voice 
and  other  sounds  with  the  motion  incidental  in  moving  pictures. 
This  work  has  absorbed  his  attention  beyond  that  of  any  other 
invention  of  late  years.  To  perfect  it  Professor  Bristol  has  expended 
nearly  a  million  dollars  in  the  construction  of  a  fully  equipped  motion 
picture  laboratory  and  studio  near  his  plant  in  Waterbury,  also  in 
research  and  experimental  work  incidental  to  the  successful  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  ambitious  and  stupendous  project  he  is  so  heartily 
interested  in  and  to  which  he  devotes  his  personal  time  and  attention 
even  to  the  minutest  detail. 


The  individual  character  developed  in  the  Bristolphone  is 
unique,  inasmuch  as  it  combines  all  the  elements  of  successful  pro¬ 
duction  necessary  and  the  numerous  patents,  basic  and  otherwise, 
as  combined  in  the  Bristolphone  are  sound  and  all  covered  and 
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recognized.  The  Bristolphone  is  in  successful  operation  in  hundreds 
of  the  best  moving  picture  houses  at  the  present  time.  One  feature 
of  the  Bristolphone  which  no  other  invention  has,  is  the  certainty  of 
precision  in  synchronization,  which  is  regulated  by  a  device  for  that 
purpose,  that  will  at  once  rectify,  by  retarding  or  advancing  the 
sound  record,  any  error  in  the  production  of  the  sound  or  lip  move¬ 
ment  of  the  actors. 

Professor  Bristol  is  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechan¬ 
ical  Engineers,  Fellow  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  Science,  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  Society 
of  Electro-Chemical  Engineers,  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers 
and  numerous  others. 

He  was  first  married  to  Miss  J.  Louise  Wright  in  1885  and  she 
died  three  years  later.  June  28tli,  1899,  he  was  married  to  Elise  H. 
Myers  who  was  a  granddaughter  of  General  Michael  Myers.  She 
passed  away  August  5,  1924. 
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HOWARD  IIALL  BRISTOL 


HOWARD  IIALL  BRISTOL,  vice  president  and  general 
manager  of  The  Bristol  Company  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut, 
internationally  famous  for  the  perfection  of  its  fine  recording  instru¬ 
ments,  adapted  for  making  continuous  records  of  pressure,  tempera¬ 
ture  and  electricity,  was  born  in  Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  January 
23,  1888,  the  son  of  Franklin  B.  Bristol  and  Cora  F.  Russell  Bristol. 

Mr.  Bristol  is  descended  from  Henry  Bristol,  the  founder  of 
the  Bristol  family  in  Connecticut  and  an  early  settler  of  the  New 
Haven  Colony,  who  died  in  1095.  The  first  of  the  family,  which 
was  prominent  in  colonial  affairs,  to  settle  in  Naugatuck  was  Hiel 
Bristol,  a  blacksmith  whose  sterling  character  and  industry  made 
him  one  of  the  respected  citizens  of  the  community.  II is  old  time 
blacksmith  shop  remained  for  many  years  as  one  of  the  reminders  of 
Naugatuck’s  early  days.  His  son,  Benjamin  Hiel  Bristol,  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  The  Bristol 
Company. 

Franklin  Benjamin  Bristol,  son  of  Benjamin  II.  Bristol  and 
father  of  Howard  II.  Bristol,  was  born  in  Platt’s  Mills,  July  14,  1801, 
and  was  first  employed  as  a  machinist  at  the  plant  of  Platt  Brothers 
of  Waterbury.  He  became  foreman  and  held  that  position  for 
several  years  until  1894  when  The  Bristol  Company  was  formed  with 
his  brother,  William  II.  Bristol,  as  president,  Franklin  B.  Bristol  as 
vice  president,  and  his  father,  Benjamin  II.  Bristol,  as  treasurer. 

During  the  years  that  followed,  Franklin  B.  Bristol  took  out 
several  patents  on  steel  belt  lacing,  to  the  production  of  which  the 
plant  was  originally  devoted,  and  on  tools  for  its  manufacture,  lie 
continued  an  outstanding  factor  in  the  notable  progress  of  the 
company  until  his  death,  November  22,  1904.  Four  sons,  Samuel  R. 
Howard  H.,  Carlton  W.  and  Franklin  B.,  occupy  positions  of  impor¬ 
tance  with  the  company. 

Howard  II.  Bristol  attended  the  Waterbury  and  Naugatuck 
Grammar  Schools,  graduated  from  the  Hotchkiss  School,  Lakeville, 
Connecticut,  in  1906,  and  from  the  Stevens  Institute,  Hoboken, 
New  Jersey,  with  the  degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer,  in  1910. 

From  1910  to  1920  he  devoted  his  attention  to  development  and 
engineering  at  the  plant  of  The  Bristol  Company  and  in  1920  was 
elected  vice  president,  assistant  treasurer,  director  and  general 
manager  of  the  company,  oflices  which  he  is  now  filling.  During 
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the  period  that  has  developed  between  the  date  of  Mr.  Bristol’s 
original  connection  with  the  company  and  the  present  time  the 
business  has  expanded  remarkably  due  in  no  small  part  to  Mr. 
Bristol’s  efforts  is  evident. 

In  addition  to  holding  these  offices  with  The  Bristol  Company, 
Mr.  Bristol  is  a  director  in  the  following  corporations:  The  Nauga¬ 
tuck  Water  Company,  the  Naugatuck  National  Bank,  the  Naugatuck 
Engineering  and  Manufacturing  Company,  the  Naugatuck  Building 
and  Loan  Association,  all  of  Naugatuck,  and  the  Miller  &  Peck 
Company  of  Waterbury. 

He  served  as  burgess  on  the  Board  of  Warden  and  Burgesses  of 
Naugatuck,  1920-1924,  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club  and  the 
Waterbury  Club.  The  family  is  affiliated  with  the  Naugatuck 
Congregational  church  of  which  Mr.  Bristol  is  a  deacon. 

June  0,  1912,  Mr.  Bristol  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
II.  Osborn,  daughter  of  Samuel  N.  Osborn,  connected  with  the 
Miller  &  Peck  Company  of  Waterbury,  and  four  children  have  been 
born  of  the  union:  Elise,  Howard  II.,  Jr.,  Franklin  E.  and  Ruth. 

Residence,  Hillside  Avenue,  Naugatuck,  Connecticut;  business 
address,  Waterbury,  Connecticut. 
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CARLTON  WILLIAM  BRISTOL 

CARL  I  ON  WILLIAM  BRISTOL,  chief  engineer  and  a  director 
of  The  Bristol  Company,  manufacturer  of  the  renowned  Bristol 
recording  instruments  at  Waterbary,  Connecticut,  was  born  at 
Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  July  17,  1801.  lie  is  the  son  of  Franklin 
B.  Bristol  and  (  ora  L  (Russell)  Bristol  and  a  descendent  of  Ilenry 
Bristol,  the  first  American  progenitor  of  the  Connecticut  Bristol*  who 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  New  Haven  Colony. 

His  great  grandfather,  Hiel  Bristol  was  the  first  of  the  family  to 
settle  in  Naugatuck  and  the  latter’s  son,  Benjamin  Iliel  Bristol,  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  The  Bristol  Company  together  with  his  two 
sons,  William  H.  Bristol  and  Franklin  B.  Bristol. 

Franklin  B.  Bristol,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
^  Flatt  s  Mills,  July  14,  1861,  and  after  several  years  as  machinist  in 
the  plant  of  the  Platt  Brothers  there  became  foreman.  He  held  that 
position  until  The  Bristol  Company  was  formed  in  1890  when  he 
became  vice  president  of  that  company. 

The  company  originally  manufactured  steel  belt  lacing  and 
Franklin  Bristol  took  out  several  patents  on  that  product  and  on  tools 
for  its  manufacture.  He  gave  to  the  company  his  undivided  atten¬ 
tion  and  service  and  the  progress  of  its  earlier  years  was  due  in  a  large 
measure  to  his  efforts.  His  death  occurred  November  22,  1904.  His 
four  sons  are  identified  with  the  company  in  positions  of  importance, 
Samuel  R.,  Howard  H„  Carlton  W.  and  Franklin  B. 

Carlton  William  Bristol  attended  the  Waterbury  and  Naugatuck 
Grammar  Schools,  the  Naugatuck  High  School  and  Stevens  Institute 
of  Technology  at  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  graduating  with  the  degree  of 
Mechanical  Engineer. 

Following  his  graduation  he  became  connected  with  The  Bristol 
Company  in  October,  1914,  and  has  been  with  the  company  since  that 
time,  directing  his  attention  to  the  development  and  design  of  record¬ 
ing  and  controlling  instruments.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Nauga¬ 
tuck  Chamber  of  Commerce,  an  incorporator  of  the  Naugatuck  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  and  a  director  of  the  Naugatuck  Mills.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Waterbury  Club. 

September  22,  1917,  Mr.  Bristol  was  married  to  Miss  Florence  M. 
Kneringer,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  B.  Kneringer  of  New 
Haven  and  they  have  two  children,  Carlton  W.,  Jr.,  and  Anne  Wclton. 
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FRANKLIN  BENJAMIN  BRISTOL 

wirFR^?ISLIN  BENJAMIN  BRISTOL,  general  manager  of  the 
William  H.  Bristol  Talking  Picture  Corporation  of  Waterbury,  was 

born  m  Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  March  10,  1901,  the  son  of  Franklin 
B.  Bristol  and  Cora  F.  (Russell)  Bristol.  His  father,  for  whom  he  is 
named,  was  a  well-known  resident  of  Naugatuck  who  became  vice 

Pre®‘^int  of  Tlle  Bristol  Company  of  Waterbury  when  it  was  founded 
by  William  H.  Bristol*  his  brother,  in  1899. 

He  is  descended  from  Henry  Bristol,  who  came  from  England 
and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  New  Haven  colony,  and  his  great 
grandfather,  Hiel  Bristol,  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in 
Naugatuck.  His  grandfather,  Benjamin  Hiel  Bristol,  one  of  the 
sterling  citizens  of  Naugatuck  of  his  time,  was  associated  with  his  two 
sons  in  founding  The  Bristol  Company. 

Franklin  B.  Bristol,  the  subject  of  this  biography,  was  educated 
in  the  Naugatuck  grammar  schools  and  Naugatuck  high  school,  with 
two  years  at  the  Gunnery  school  at  Washington,  Connecticut.  He 
then  entered  Pratt  Institute  and  was  graduated  in  1923,  following  a 
course  in  electrical  engineering,  with  the  degree  of  I.  E.  E. 

After  leaving  Pratt  Institute  he  entered  the  plant  of  The  Bristol 
Company  and  for  approximately  two  years  devoted  his  attention  to 
the  development  of  radios.  In  1925  he  took  up  the  work  of  developing 
talking  moving  pictures  for  the  William  II.  Bristol  Talking  Picture 
Corporation  and  the  success  which  has  been  attained  by  the 
Bristolphone  ,  an  instrument  which  synchronizes  sound  with  motion 
pictures,  invented  by  his  uncle,  Professor  William  II.  Bristol,  the 
“Bristolphone”  has  been  brought  to  a  state  of  high  perfection  in  the 
complete  motion  picture  plant  and  laboratory  under  the  management 
of  Franklin  B.  Bristol  and  is  being  used  by  many  theatres  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  with  a  constantly  increasing  field  being  developed. 

Mr.  Bristol  is  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis  club  and  of  the  Congre¬ 
gational  church  of  Naugatuck. 

October  5,  1923,  he  was  married  to  Phyllis  Hampson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip  II.  Hampson  of  Waterbury,  at  Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania.  Two  children  have  been  born  of  the  union,  Franklin 
B.  Bristol,  Jr.,  and  Nancy  Bristol. 

Mr.  Bristol’s  residence  is  at  25  Kenilworth  street  and  his  business 

address,  the  William  II.  Bristol  Talking  Picture  Corporation,  Water¬ 
bury,  Conn. 
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FRANK  CHENEY,  Ju. 


FRANK  CHENEY,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Cheney  Brothers,  famous  silk  manufacturers  of  South  Manchester, 
Conn.,  was  born  in  that  town,  August  14,  1800,  the  son  of  Frank 
Cheney  and  Susan  Jarvis  (Cushing)  Cheney.  The  ancestry  on 
both  paternal  and  maternal  sides  is  English.  On  the  paternal  side 
it  is  traced  back  to  the  time  of  the  Norman  Conquest  and  the  Cheney 
name  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  English  history.  The  progenitor 
of  the  family  in  this  country  was  John  Cheney. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Frank  Cheney,  was  born 
in  South  Manchester,  July  5,  1817,  and  died  February  4,  1904.  He 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  silk  industry.  After  several  years 
spent  in  attempt  to  promote  the  culture  of  silk  in  this  country,  he, 
together  with  his  brothers,  Ralph,  Ward  and  Rush  Cheney,  started 
the  manufacture  of  sewing  silk  at  South  Manchester  in  1838  and  the 
development  of  the  industry  became  his  life  work.  He  lived  to  see 
the  business  of  Cheney  Brothers  become  one  of  the  most  important 
silk  manufacturing  plants  in  the  United  States. 

Frank  Cheney,  Jr.,  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  town  and  the  high  school  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  completing 
it  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  in  the  class  of  1882. 
He  began  his  commercial  life  as  mechanical  engineer  for  Cheney 
Brothers  and  advanced  rapidly  to  the  following  offices :  superintendent 
of  spun  silk,  director,  vice  president,  president,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  directors.  Mr.  Cheney  has  devoted  his  life  closely  to  the  interests 
of  the  great  concern  which  he  now  heads,  he  occupies  other  positions 
of  importance  in  prominent  Connecticut  enterprises,  lie  is  president 
of  the  South  Manchester  Water  Company,  president  of  the  South 
Manchester  Fire  District,  president  of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Man¬ 
chester,  president  of  the  Manchester  Building  and  Loan  Association 
and  is  a  director  of  the  Manchester  Electric  Company,  the  Hartford 
Electric  Light  Co.,  the  Phoenix  National  Bank,  the  Phoenix  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  and  the  Phoenix  State  Bank  and  Trust 
Company,  all  of  Hartford,  and  of  the  Boston  Manufacturers  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Club. 

Mr.  Cheney  represented  his  town  as  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  General  Assembly  session  of  1900-1907. 

January  6, 1897,  Mr.  Cheney  was  married  to  Miss  Florence  White 
Wade  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Frances  V. 
Cheney. 
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FRANCIS  TAYLOR  MAXWELL 


COLONEL  FRANCIS  TAYLOR  MAXWELL,  president  of  the 
Hockanum  Mills  Company  of  Rockville,  Connecticut,  was  born  in 
that  city,  January  4,  1801,  son  of  the  late  Hon.  George  Maxwell  and 
Harriet  Kellogg  Maxwell.  The  founder  of  the  Maxwell  family  in 
America  was  Hugh  Maxwell,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1733,  the 
family  being  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  His  son,  Colonel  Hugh  Max¬ 
well,  bore  a  distinguished  part  in  the  French,  Indian  and  Revolution¬ 
ary  wars,  and  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  in  which  he 
took  part  as  a  captain  of  a  company  of  minute  men. 

George  Maxwell,  father  of  Francis  T.  Maxwell,  was  born  in 
Charlemont,  Massachusetts,  in  1817,  and  went  to  Rockville  in  1843, 
devoting  the  first  four  years  of  his  residence  there  to  a  mercantile 
career,  after  which  he  became  identified  with  the  New  England  Com¬ 
pany,  with  which  he  remained  for  ten  years,  then  becoming  treasurer 
of  the  Hockanum  Company.  Upon  the  reorganization  which  merged 
the  New  England  Company  with  the  Hockanum,  he  became  president. 
He  speedily  became  influential  in  leading  financial  enterprises  where 
his  executive  genius  and  sound  business  qualities  placed  him  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  trust.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  House  and  Senate  in  the 
State  Legislature  and  was  one  of  the  outstanding  leaders  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  As  a  result  of  his  constant  vigilance  and  efforts,  he  made 
the  name,  “Hockanum”  recognized  from  coast  to  coast  as  the  syno¬ 
nym  for  the  highest  achievement  in  the  manufacture  of  woolens. 


In  benevolent  and  church  work  he  was  a  leading  spirit  and  he 
manifested  a  particularly  strong  interest  in  the  project  for  a  public 
library.  At  his  death,  April  2,  1891,  he  left  a  legacy  which  made 
possible  the  establishment  of  such  an  institution  upon  a  substantial 
basis  and  the  family  erected  the  George  Maxwell  Memorial  Library, 
a  marble  structure  of  classic  design,  equalled  by  few  cities  the  size  of 
Rockville  in  appearance,  equipment  or  excellence  of  contents. 


Francis  Taylor  Maxwell  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city,  graduating  from  the  Rockville  high  school  in  the 
class  of  1878,  entering  the  office  of  the  Hockanum  Mills  Company  as 


an  employee  at  the  age  of  17  and  becoming  secretary  of  the  company 
within  a  short  time.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  made 
treasurer  and  later  president.  Like  his  father  whom  lie  succeeds  Col. 
Maxwell  gives  the  business  his  closest  attention  and  during  his  regime 
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the  business  has  continued  to  increase  steadily  and  to  maintain  the 
high  prestige  of  its  product. 

Colonel  Maxwell  has  been  active  in  public  matters  also,  having 
served  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1899  and  in  the  Senate  in 
1901.  lie  was  a  councilman  in  the  local  city  government  and  was  a 
delegate  to  the  National  Republican  conventions  in  1900,  1904  and 
1910.  He  was  elected  a  Presidential  Elector  for  Connecticut  in  1904, 
1924  and  1928,  and  was  appointed  to  the  staff  of  Governor  Morgan  G. 
Bulkley  with  the  title  of  Colonel,  April  22,  1892,  and  in  that  capacity 
represented  the  state  at  the  World’s  Fair  in  Chicago  in  1893. 

In  1918  fifty  per  cent  of  the  Hockanum  Mills  production  was 
government  work,  uniform  cloth.  Colonel  Maxwell  was  chairman 
of  the  Liberty  Loan  campaign  for  the  District  and  each  time  the 
loan  went  over  the  top.  He  was  also  on  the  executive  committee  on 
County  Red  Cross  work  and  a  member  of  the  United  States  Labor 
Board  for  the  District. 

In  addition  to  being  president  and  a  director  of  the  Hockanum 
Mills  Company,  Colonel  Maxwell  is  also  president  and  director  of  the 
Springville  Mfg.  Company,  president  and  director  of  the  Rockville 
National  Bank,  and  a  director  in  the  following:  The  New  England 
Company,  the  Minterburn  Mills  Company,  the  American  Mills 
Company,  the  Aeolian  Weber  Piano  and  Pianola  Company,  the 
Aeolian  Company,  the  Weber  Piano  Company,  the  Aeolian  Hall  Com¬ 
pany,  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Company,  the 
New  York,  Ontario  &  Western  Railroad  Company,  the  Ellensvillc  & 
Kingston  Railroad  Company,  the  Port  Jarvis,  Monticello  &  Sum¬ 
merville  Railroad  Company,  The  New  England  Steamship  Co., 
the  Hartford  &  New  York  Transportation  Company,  the  Travelers' 
Insurance  Company,  Hartford,  the  Travelers  Indemnity  Company, 
Hartford,  the  Travelers  Fire  Insurance  Company,  Hartford,  the 
National  Fire  Insurance  Company,  Hartford,  the  Colonial  Securities 
Company,  Hartford,  the  Hanover  National  Bank  of  New  York,  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Hartford,  the  Capewell  Horse  Nail  Company 
of  Hartford,  the  Rockville  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the 
Rockville  Water  and  Aqueduct  Company,  and  a  corporator  of  the 
Savings  Bank  of  Rockville. 

He  is  president  of  the  Rockville  Public  Library,  which  his  father 
founded,  and  president  of  the  Rockville  City  hospital. 

Colonel  Maxwell  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League  club  of  New 
York,  the  Metropolitan  club  of  New  York,  the  Society  of  Sons  of  the 
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American  Revolution  of  Connecticut,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars, 
Royal  Society  of  Arts  of  London  and  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
New  York. 

November  18,  1896,  Colonel  Maxwell  was  married  to  Miss 
Florence  Russell  Parsons  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  daughter  of 
P.  F.  Parsons,  whose  ancestors  were  prominent  Colonial  settlers  in 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts.  Three  daughters  have  been  born 
of  this  union:  Mrs.  Helen  Maxwell  Belding,  Mrs.  Priscilla  Maxwell 
Endicott  and  Harriet  Kellogg  Maxwell. 
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WILLIAM  MAXWELL 


WILLIAM  MAXWELL,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Hocka- 
num  Mills  Company  of  Rockville,  Connecticut,  was  horn  in  that  city, 
December  7,  18G2.  The  Maxwell  family  is  of  very  old  Scotch-Irish 
stock,  their  hrst  American  ancestor  being  Hugh  Maxwell,  who  came 
to  America  in  1738.  lie  participated  conspicuously  in  the  French 
and  Indian  War  and  in  the  Revolution.  lie  was  in  action  at  Lake 
George  and  at  Fort  William  Henry  when  Montcalm  besieged  it  and 
was  one  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  that  time.  During  the  Revolution 
he  was  captain  of  a  company  of  Minute  Men.  lie  took  part  in  the 
“Boston  Tea  Party”,  was  wounded  at  Bunker  Hill  and  was  of  the 
original  thirteen  men  of  the  Massachusetts  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

Mr.  AEaxwcll’s  father  was  George  Maxwell,  woolen  manufac¬ 
turer,  treasurer  and  later  president  of  the  New  England  Company 
and  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Iloekanum  Mills  Company  after 
the  consolidation.  He  was  one  of  Rockville’s  most  prominent 
citizens,  a  man  of  strongly  religious  temperament  and  of  generous 
public  spirit.  Mr.  Win.  Maxwell  has  never  married  and  has  made 
his  home  with  his  mother,  Harriet  Kellogg  Maxwell,  and  later  with 
his  sister,  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 

The  schools  of  Rockville  furnished  Mr.  Maxwell’s  early  education 
until  1881  when  he  entered  Yale.  During  his  college  course  he 
devoted  some  time  to  athletics  and  was  a  prominent  Yale  athlete 
at  that  period.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Mott  Haven  Athletic  Team 
and  made  a  very  good  record  as  a  bicycle  rider.  He  became  a  member 
of  the  college  fraternity  Psi  Upsilon.  He  graduated  from  Yale  in  1885. 

Following  his  graduation,  he  entered  the  otlices  of  the  Springville 
Manufacturing  Company  and  when  that  company  was  reorganized 
he  became  its  secretary  and  assistant  treasurer.  After  his  father’s 
death,  he  succeeded  to  the  responsible  position  of  treasurer  of  the 
comoany. 

Air.  Maxwell  is  also  a  director  and  treasurer  in  the  Iloekanum 
Mills  Company,  director  of  the  Rockville  Building  and  I/oan  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Acqueduct  and  Water  Company  of  Rockville,  the  Rockville 
National  Bank,  the  Hartford  Connecticut  Trust  Company  and 
Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford.  He  is  president  and 
a  director  of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Rockville. 

He  by  no  means  confines  his  interest  to  the  industrial  and 
financial  affairs  of  the  community,  having  served  as  city  assessor,  is 
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secretary  of  the  Rockville  Public  Library,  which  was  founded  by  his 
father,  and  has  been  clerk  of  the  Union  Ecclesiastical  society  of 
Rockville.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  Congregational  church. 
His  political  affiliation  is  with  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Maxwell  has  given  to  the  industry  with  which  he  and  his 
family  has  so  long  been  identified  his  close  attention  and  contributed 
much  to  the  long  continued  success  and  prestige  it  has  enjoyed.  The 
name  of  Maxwell  bears  an  enviable  reputation  for  integrity,  enter¬ 
prise  and  public  spirit,  a  reputation  that  has  had  ample  confirmation 
in  William  Maxwell. 
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ALVAII  NORTON  BELDING 


ALVAH  NORTON  BELDING,  pioneer  silk  manufacturer  and 
one  of  the  four  brothers  who  founded  the  internationally  famous 
business  bearing  their  name,  was  born  in  Aslifield,  Massachusetts, 
March  27,  1838,  and  died  at  Rockville,  Connecticut,  where  most  of  his 
life  was  spent,  December  18,  1925.  He  was  the  son  of  Iliram  and 
Mary  (Wilson)  Belding,  both  of  Colonial  ancestry.  On  the  paternal 
side  he  was  of  the  eighth  generation  from  William  Belding,  an  early 
settler  of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Belding  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town. 
When  he  was  17  the  family  removed  to  Michigan  and  founded  the 
town  of  Belding,  Alvah  Belding  helping  to  build  the  dam  at  a  wage  of 
twenty-five  cents  a  day.  In  1803,  after  traveling  through  the  mid- 
western  states  as  a  silk  salesman,  he,  together  with  his  brothers,  II.  II. 
Belding,  Milo  Belding  and  David  W.  Belding,  established  a  silk  store 
in  Chicago,  the  firm  of  Belding  Bros,  and  Company  being  founded  at 
that  time.  This  store  was  destroyed  in  the  great  fire  of  1871. 

The  manufacture  of  silk  was  begiui  by  Belding  Bros,  and  Com¬ 
pany  at  Rockville  in  1864,  E.  K.  Rose  of  that  city,  being  a  member 
of  the  firm.  Reverses  led  to  a  dissolution  of  the  firm  but  in  1869,  the 
silk  mill  which  had  been  idle  for  two  years,  was  purchased  by  the 
Belding  Brothers  and  the  manufacture  of  silk  resumed  under  the 
direction  of  Alvah  N.  Belding.  Mr.  Belding’s  ability  as  a  manu¬ 
facturer  was  soon  made  evident.  It  was  due  to  his  management  and 
improvements  in  operation  that  the  several  Belding  mills  which  came 
into  existence  later  became  recognized  as  models  of  perfection  while 
the  business  itself  advanced  to  a  place  in  the  first  rank  of  silk  manu¬ 
facturers  of  the  United  States. 

The  success  of  the  Rockville  mill  led  to  the  establishment  of 
another  at  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  and  after  the  company  was 
incorporated  in  1882,  with  a  capital  of  $666,000,  mills  were  established 
in  Montreal,  Canada,  and  at  Petuluma,  California.  In  1886  the  com¬ 
pany  built  a  mill  at  Belding,  Michigan,  the  business  there  being 
conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Richardson  Silk  Company,  and 
additional  mills  were  built  there  in  1901  mid  1909,  a  total  of  four  in 
that  city,  aggregating  seven  acres  of  floor  space  and  employing  more 
than  one  thousand  persons.  Later  the  Beldings  purchased  silk  mills 
at  Philadelphia  and  Winsted.  All  the  negotiations  for  the  buildings 
and  the  conduct  of  the  manufacturing  was  carried  on  by  Alvah  N. 
Belding. 
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Mr.  fielding  was  an  honored  and  respected  citizen  of  Rockville 
for  56  years  and  during  that  long  period  he  was  constantly  active 
and  keenly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  city  and  its  industrial 
interests,  and  was  always  foremost  in  any  movement  to  better  its 
condition.  He  manifested  the  same  spirit  toward  Belding,  the  town 
which,  as  a  boy,  he  helped  to  found.  In  1917  he  presented  to  that 
city  the  Alvah  N.  Belding  library,  in  memory  of  his  parents.  He  also 
had  constructed  at  fielding  exceptionally  comfortable  and  modern 
boarding  houses,  under  the  direction  of  a  matron,  for  the  girl  em¬ 
ployees  of  the  mills;  an  innovation  which  attracted  nation-wide 
interest  and  emulation.  Mr.  fielding  was  interested  in  many  indus¬ 
trial,  financial  and  benevolent  institutions  in  both  Rockville  and 
Belding,  serving  as  an  officer  in  several.  In  1881  he  was  elected  a 
representative  to  the  Connecticut  General  Assembly  by  the  largest 
plurality  ever  given  a  candidate  up  to  that  time.  He  was  a  member 
of  Fayette  lodge,  No.  G9,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Rockville,  and  of  Rockville 
lodge,  B.  P.  O.  E.  No.  1359. 

January  6,  1870,  Mr.  fielding  married  Lizzie  Smith  Merrick, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  F.  (Snow)  Merrick  of  Orange, 
Massachusetts,  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  whose  death  occurred  May  29,  191G.  Three  children  were  born 
of  this  union:  Florence  May,  now  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Nuckols  of  Green¬ 
wich,  Conn;.  Earl  Henry,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Frederick  Norton, 
whose  biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
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FREDERICK  NORTON  REEDING 


FREDERICK  NORTON  BELDING,  vice  president  of  the 
Hockanum  Mills  Company  of  Rockville,  Conn.,  was  horn  April  1, 
1887,  at  Rockville,  Conn.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Alvah  N.  Belding, 
who,  known  as  the  grand  old  man  of  the  silk  industry,  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  Belding  Bros.  &  Company.  His  mother  was  Lizzie  S. 
(Merrick)  Belding.  On  both  sides  of  the  family  his  ancestry  are  of  old 
New  England  stock  dating  back  to  the  Mayflower. 

Frederick  N.  Belding  was  educated  at  St.  Baul’s  School,  Concord, 
N.  H.,  and  Princeton  University,  graduating  therefrom  in  1010  with 
degree  of  A.  B.  After  leaving  school  he  entered  the  service  of  Belding 
Bros.  &  Company  in  their  Rockville  mill,  learning  the  business  and 
passing  through  the  various  departments  for  two  years,  when  he  was 
appointed  assistant  mill  manager  and  assistant  secretary,  being  in 
charge  of  the  Rockville  mill  until  July,  1910,  at  which  time  he  was 
made  vice-president  of  the  company  and  general  mill  manager  of  all 
of  their  various  plants  throughout  the  country.  He  was  elected  a 
director  and  vice-president  of  Belding-Heminway  Company  follow¬ 
ing  the  consolidation  of  Belding  Bros.  &  Company  and  the  Heminway 
Silk  Co.  in  1926,  which  connection  he  resigned  the  year  following. 

Mr.  Belding  is  also  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  Ilockanum 
Mills  Company  of  Rockville,  Conn.,  director  of  the  International  Salt 
Company  and  of  their  subsidiary  companies;  director  of  International 
Pulp  Company,  New  York  City;  Oswegatchee  Light  &  Power  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  York;  vice-president  and  director  of  Peoples  Savings 
Bank  of  Rockville;  director  Rockville  National  Bank;  vice-president 
and  director  Belding  Savings  Bank,  Belding,  Mich.;  director  Rockville 
Water  &  Aqueduct  Co.;  trustee  Maxwell  Memorial  library,  Rockville, 
Conn.;  trustee,  Milo  M.  Belding  library,  Ashfleld,  Mass.;  president 
and  director  Belding  Land  and  Improvement  Company  of  Belding, 
Midi.,  and  many  others. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League  Club,  New  York;  Princeton 
Club  of  New  York;  Bankers  Club  of  New  York;  Mastigouelie  Fish 
and  Game  Club  of  St.  Gabriel,  de  Brandon,  Quebec,  Canada;  Colony 
Club  and  Long  Meadow  Country  Club  of  Springfield,  Mass.;  Hartford 
Club  and  Wampanoag  Country  Club,  both  of  Hartford,  Conn.; 
and  the  Country  Club  of  Farmington,  Conn.  He  is  a  32nd  degree 
Mason  and  Shriner  and  member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  and  I.  O.  O.  F . 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
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Mr.  Belding  was  married  June  11,  1921,  to  Miss  Helen  Maxwell, 
daughter  of  Francis  F.  Maxwell,  president  of  the  Hockanuin  Mills  Co. 
of  Rockville,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Maxwell 

Merrick  Belding,  born  March  30,  1922,  and  Virginia  Belding,  March 
11,  1924. 

Recreations,  golf,  hunting  and  fishing. 

Residence,  Rockville,  Conn. 

Summer  home,  Eastern  Point,  New  London,  Conn. 

Mj\  Belding  maintains  a  farm  at  Ellington,  Conn.,  where  he  has 
75  head  of  Jersey  cows. 
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DAVID  ALLEN  SYKES 

A.rnD^VID  ALLEN  SYKES*  'ice  president  of  the  Hockanum 
Mdls  Company  of  Rockville,  Conn.,  comes  from  a  family  whose 

ame  has  long  been  linked  with  the  woolen  business  both  in  this 
country  and  through  preceding  generations,  in  England.  His 
ather,  John  Sykes,  was  born  in  Huddersfield,  England,  and  his 
mother  was  Harriot  (Durrans)  Sykes.  They  came  to  this  country 

'"  8f  ’  S*tthng  at  MHlvilIe,  Mass.,  where  his  father  became  con¬ 
nected  with  a  woolen  company  and  where  David  A.  Sykes  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born,  February  £,  1858. 

He  attended  the  Millville  Grammar  School  until  fourteen  years 
age,  spending  most  of  his  vacations  in  the  woolen  mill.  At  the 
concluswii  of  his  schooling  he  became  a  weaver  in  the  plant  of  the 
Millville  Manufacturing  Company  and  aecpiired  the  rudiments  of 
the  business  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  life  and  in  which  he  has 
made  such  noteworthy  advancement. 

rVear  ™th  the  Millville  Manufacturing  Company,  in 
March  1873,  he  took  a  position  in  the  designing  room  of  the  North 
Adams  Manufacturing  Company  of  which  his  brother,  Thomas  W 
Sykes,  was  superintendent.  With  that  company  Mr.  Sykes  attained 
a  wide  and  varied  experience  in  all  branches  of  production. 

Mr.  Sykes  went  to  Rockville,  October  1,  1880,  and  became 
superintendent  and  director  of  the  newly  organized  Springville 
Manufacturing  Company.  In  1900  this  company,  together  with 
the  Hockanum  Company,  the  New  England  Company  and  the 
interburn  Company,  entered  into  the  powerful  combination  known 
“  th?  ”°rCk“  MiUs  Company,  and  later  the  American  Mill  was 
’  r  ,,,  Syk“  bec0nilng  general  superintendent.  U^in  the 
death  of  Robert  Maxwell,  in  1920,  Mr.  Sykes  became  vice-president, 
w  nth  position  he  now  holds,  continuing  as  general  superintendent 
until  January  1st,  1928,  when  he  had  completed  22  years  in  that 
office  and  55  years  altogether  in  the  mill. 

During  all  these  years  Mr.  Sykes  has  given  his  time  and  attention 
consistently  to  the  great  enterprise  with  which  he  has  been  so  closely 
associated,  but  he  has  found  time  to  give  some  attention  to  civic 
aftairs,  having  served  for  seven  years  as  a  member  of  Rockville’s  City 
Council.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Rockville  Water  and  Aqueduct 
Company;  director  of  the  Rockville  National  Bank;  director  of  the 
Savings  Bank  of  Rockville;  director  of  the  Rockville  Building  and 
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Loan  Association;  president  of  the  Rockville  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company;  director  of  the  Maxwell  Memorial  Library;  secretary 
and  trustee  of  the  George  Sykes  Manual  Training  School,  all  in 
Rockville,  and  a  director  of  the  Worcester  Tire  Fabric  Company  of 
Worcester,  Mass. 

Mr.  Sykes  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  Shriner,  Washington  Com- 
mandery,  No.  1,  of  Hartford,  and  Sphinx  Temple,  and  a  member  of 
the  Hartford  Club.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Union  Congre¬ 
gational  Church  of  Rockville  and  the  Men’s  Union. 

January  21,  1885,  Mr.  Sykes  was  married  to  Miss  Clara  Darling 
of  North  Adams,  Mass.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Arthur  Darling 
Sykes,  who  is  treasurer  and  director  of  the  Worcester  Tire  Fabric 
Company  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Corrinne 
Sykes  Spencer. 

During  the  World  war  Mr.  Sykes  participated  in  all  the  patriotic 
drives  of  his  city. 

Residence,  37  Elm  street,  Rockville,  Conn. 
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ALFRED  C.  FULLER 


ALFRED  0.  FULLER,  president  of  The  Fuller  Brush  Company, 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  progressive  manufacturers  of  brushes  in 
the  United  States,  built  up  a  very  successful  and  substantial  corpora¬ 
tion  from  a  small  beginning.  He  is  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  born  at 
Berwick,  January  13,  1885.  II is  father,  Leander  J.  Fuller,  was  a 
prominent  farmer  in  Nova  Scotia.  His  mother  was  Jane  Collins. 
Both  parents  were  of  Canadian-American  ancestry. 

Alfred  C.  Fuller  received  a  common  school  education  and  in 
1903  at  the  age  of  18,  went  to  Boston,  where  for  eighteen  months  he 
was  employed  by  the  Boston  Elevated  railway.  Later,  for  a  period 
of  one  year,  he  sold  brushes  for  a  small  brush  concern  in  Boston, 
during  which  time  he  mastered  the  various  details  of  the  brush 
business  and  sufficiently  improved  himself  in  that  industry  to  engage 
for  himself  in  a  small  way,  beginning  January,  1900,  in  a  factory  in 
Somerville,  Massachusetts.  In  April,  1906,  his  business  had  grown 
to  such  proportions  that  he  moved  to  Hartford.  The  business  has 
gradually  branched  out  until  today  he  is  president  of  The  Fuller 
Brush  Company  with  executive  headquarters  in  Hartford  and  sales 
representatives  throughout  the  United  States,  Canada,  the  British 
Empire  and  South  America.  Mr.  Fuller  devotes  his  time  exclusively 
to  his  business  interests  in  the  manufacture  of  brushes. 

Mr.  Fuller  is  a  director  of  The  City  Bank  &  Trust  Company  of 
Hartford,  and  a  trustee  of  Kingswood  School  at  West  Hartford.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Congressional  Club,  Washington,  D.  C.;  the 
Union  League  Club  of  New  York  City;  the  American  Society  of 
Sales  Executives,  the  Hartford  Club;  Hartford  Golf  Club;  Sequin 
Country  Club,  New  Britain,  Conn.;  Farmington  Country  Club; 
Wampanoag  Country  Club,  West  Hartford,  and  the  Rotary  Club 
of  Hartford.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  of  the 
Second  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  of  Hartford. 

In  1918  Mr.  Fuller  became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  During  the  World  war,  he  participated  in  all  of  the  various 
drives  and  activities  in  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

He  was  married  on  April  10,  1908  to  Miss  Evelyn  Ells  of  Kent- 
ville,  Nova  Scotia,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Alfred 
Howard  Fuller  and  Avard  Ells  Fuller. 
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MAURICE  STANLEY 


MAURICE  STANLEY,  president  of  tlie  Fafnir  Bearing  Com¬ 
pany,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  manufacturers  of  ball 
bearings  in  America,  with  executive  headquarters  and  plant  in  New 
Britain,  Conn.,  was  born  February  6,  1887,  at  Granby,  Conn.  His 
father,  the  late  Timothy  W.  Stanley,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Stanley  Rule  and  Level  Company  which  is  now  part  of  the  Stanley 
Works,  and  was  also  president  of  the  Union  Works.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  respected  citizens  of  New  Britain.  His 
mother  was  Theresa  (Bartholomew)  Stanley.  On  his  father’s  side 
his  ancestry  was  English,  going  back  eight  generations  in  this  country. 
His  mother  was  of  English-Scotch  descent. 

Maurice  Stanley  was  educated  in  the  New  Britain  high  school, 
later  entering  Yale  college,  graduating  therefrom  in  1908  with  degree 
of  B.  A.  He  is  a  member  of  Beta  Theta  Pi  Fraternity.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  college  career,  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Russell  & 
Erwin  Mfg.  Company  in  their  New  York  office  as  assistant  to  the 
export  manager,  remaining  there  from  1908  to  1914,  during  the*  last 
two  years  filling  the  position  of  export  manager  of  that  corporation. 
He  then  returned  to  New  Britain  and  associated  himself  with  the 
Fafnir  Bearing  Company  in  the  position  of  sales  manager  in  1914. 
He  became  secretary  of  the  company  in  1910,  and  in  1919  was  elected 
a  director  of  the  company.  In  1921  he  was  made  vice-president  in 
addition  to  secretary  of  the  company  and  in  December,  1920,  was 
elected  president  of  the  corporation,  which  office  he  now  holds. 

The  Fafnir  Bearing  Company  was  organized  in  1911,  and  has  had 
a  steady  and  healthy  growth,  at  the  present  time  being  the  third 
largest  ball  bearing  manufacturing  concern  in  the  industry.  Mr. 
Stanley  is  also  a  director  of  the  New  Britain  National  Bank,  trustee 
of  Savings  Bank  of  New  Britain  and  identified  with  other  interests. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  New  Britain  club.  Shuttle  Meadow  club, 
of  which  he  is  second  vice-president,  Yale  Club  of  New  York  and 
Detroit  Athletic  club.  In  politics  he  is  Republican. 

His  recreations  are  golf,  tennis  and  sailing. 

Mr.  Stanley  was  married  June  14,  1919,  in  New  Hampshire  to 
Margaret  S.  Sammond  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  they  arc  the  parents 
of  one  child,  Timothy  Wadsworth  Stanley,  named  after  his  grand¬ 
father,  born  September  28,  1927. 

Residence,  New  Britain,  Conn. 
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HERBERT  RAYMOND  COFFIN  (I) 


HERBERT  RAYMOND  COFFIN  (I),  whose  death,  July  8, 
1901,  lost  to  Windsor  Locks  one  of  its  most  prominent  and  respected 
citizens,  became  a  member  of  the  widely  known  paj>er  manufacturing 
concern  of  C.  II.  Dexter  &  Sons,  in  1807,  following  an  earlier  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  father,  George  S.  Collin,  who  was  the  first  man  to  scour 
wool  in  America.  After  the  death  of  C.  II.  Dexter,  founder  of  the 
firm  and  also  Mr.  Coffins  father-in-law,  the  business  was  carried  on 
by  Mr.  Dexter’s  son,  Edwin  D.  Dexter,  and  Mr.  Coffin.  The  death  of 
his  partner  in  1880  left  Mr.  Coffin  the  sole  owner  of  the  business  which 
he  conducted  until  his  death. 

Under  his  administration  it  expanded  rapidly  and  afterward  it 
was  continued  as  a  partnership  between  his  sons,  Arthur  D.  Coffin 
and  Herbert  R.  Coffin  (II),  both  of  whom  are  represented  elsewhere  in 
this  volume,  until  1914  when  it  was  incorporated  as  C.  II.  Dexter  & 
Sons,  Inc.,  with  Arthur  D.  Coffin  as  president,  treasurer  and  general 
manager  and  Herbert  R.  Coffin  (II),  as  vice  president  and  purchasing 
agent. 

Herbert  R.  Coffin  (I)  was  born  at  Rindge,  New  Hampshire, 
August  6,  1840,  the  son  of  George  S.  and  Sarah  (Scovill)  Coffin.  The 
progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  country  was  Tristan  Coffin  and  to  this 
family  belongs  Isaac  Coffin  of  the  British  navy,  who,  in  1820,  visited 
the  island  of  Nantucket,  the  original  settlement  of  the  Coffins,  and 
there  founded  a  school  in  memory  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Coffin  was  a  strong  and  resourceful  business  man,  associated 
with  many  successful  enterprises  in  addition  to  that  of  the  Dexter 
company  and  was  recognized  as  a  strong  factor  in  their  advancement. 
In  18G6  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Julia  Sargent  Haskell,  nee  Dexter,  and 
three  children  were  born  of  the  union:  Arthur  Dexter;  Clarence,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Herbert  R.  (II);  and  Grace  Pierson,  who  became  Mrs. 
Charles  R.  Cooley,  jr.,  and  is  now  deceased. 
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ARTHUR  DEXTER  COFFIN 

ARTHUR  DEXTER  COFFIN,  president,  treasurer  and 
general  manager  of  C.  II.  Dexter  &  Sons,  Inc.,  of  Windsor  Locks,  was 
born  in  that  town,  April  25,  1868,  the  son  of  Herbert  R.  and  Julia 
Sargent  (Dexter)  Coffin.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  descended  from 
Tristan  Coffin,  an  early  settler  of  Nantucket,  and  on  the  maternal  from 
the  Dexter  family  that  was  established  in  Windsor,  Hartford  county, 
in  1767. 

Arthur  D.  Coffin  secured  his  education  from  private  schools  in 
Windsor  Locks,  the  Hartford  public  high  school  and  Phillips  Academy 
at  Andover,  Massachusetts,  entering  the  paper  mills  of  C.  II.  Dexter 
&  Sons,  of  which  his  father  was  then  proprietor,  at  its  conclusion. 
This  business  has  its  origin  in  a  sawmill  erected  on  the  Connecticut 
river  by  Seth  Dexter  many  years  ago,  which  developed  into  a  grist 
mill  under  the  direction  of  Seth  Dexter  (II)  and  was  continued  until 
a  few  years  ago. 

In  1835  Charles  H.  Dexter,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  biography,  experimented  in  paper  making  in  the  basement 
of  the  old  grist  mill,  using  manilla  rope  for  pulp,  with  such  success 
that  the  manufacture  of  paper  soon  dominated  the  business.  A  frame 
building,  erected  in  1847  across  the  canal  from  the  grist  mill,  consti¬ 
tuting  the  nucleus  of  the  present  great,  modern  plant.  In  1867,  C.  II. 
Dexter  admitted  his  son,  Edwin  D.,  and  his  son-in-law,  Herbert  II. 
Coffin,  to  a  partnership,  changing  the  name  from  C.  II.  Dexter  & 
Company  to  C.  H.  Dexter  &  Sons. 

The  death  of  C.  IT.  Dexter  in  1869,  followed  by  the  death  of 
Edwin  D.  Dexter  in  1886,  left  Herbert  R.  Coffin  the  sole  owner  of  the 
business  which  he  conducted  with  great  success  until  his  death  in  1901. 
It  was  continued  as  a  partnership  between  his  sons,  Arthur  D.  and 
Herbert  R.  Coffin  (II)  until  1914  when  it  was  incorporated  under  the 
name  of  C.  H.  Dexter  &  Sons,  Inc.  Arthur  D.  Coffin  has  continued  as 
president-treasurer  and  general  manager  and  Herbert  R.  Coffin  (II) 
as  vice  president  and  purchasing  agent  ever  since. 

In  addition  to  his  offices  with  the  company  of  which  he  is  the  head 
Mr.  Coffin  is  a  director  of  the  Medlicott  Company  of  Windsor  Locks, 
the  W  indsor  Locks  Trust  &  Safe  Deposit  Company,  a  director  of  the 
Open  Shop  Conference  of  Connecticut,  Inc.,  and  president  of  the 
Manufacturers’  Association  of  Hartford  county. 
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Mr.  Coffin  was  married  April  25,  1894,  at  Suffield,  Connecticut, 
to  Miss  Cora  Loomis  Drake,  a  daughter  of  William  B.  and  Jennie  D. 
(Loomis)  Drake.  Two  sons  were  born  to  them,  the  elder  dying  in 
infancy  and  the  younger,  Dexter  Drake,  is  associated  with  his  father 
in  business.  The  family  is  affiliated  with  the  Congregational  church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Coffin  is  a  Republican,  lie  is  a  York  and 
Scottish  Rite  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  his  club  membership  includes  the  Nayasset  club  of  Spring- 
field,  Massachusetts,  the  Hartford  Yacht  club,  the  Keeney  Park 
Riding  Association,  the  Hartford  club,  Lake  Sunapee  Yacht  club  and 
Lake  Sunapee  Country  club. 
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HERBERT  R.  COFFIN  (II) 

HERBERT  R.  COFFIN  (II),  vice  president  and  purchasing 
agent  of  C.  H.  Dexter  &  Sons,  Inc.,  manufacturers  of  fine  paper  at 
Windsor  Locks,  was  born  in  that  town,  January  15,  1871.  His  father, 
Herbert  R.  Coffin,  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  community  and 
time  and  his  mother,  Julia  S.  (Dexter)  Coffin,  was  a  descendant  of  the 
Dexters  who  founded  the  business  which  bears  their  name.  He  is  of 
Colonial  ancestry  on  both  sides. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  his  education  he  entered  the  employ  of 
C.  II.  Dexter  &  Sons,  Inc.,  of  which  his  father  was  the  owner,  and  has 
devoted  his  life  to  mastering  the  business  in  detail,  gaining  an  expe¬ 
rience  and  knowledge  which  well  qualifies  him  for  his  present  position. 
Following  his  father’s  death,  the  business  was  conducted  as  a  partner¬ 
ship  by  his  brother,  Arthur  D.  Coffin,  and  himself,  and  in  1914  it  was 
incorporated  as  C.  II.  Dexter  &  Sons,  Inc.  The  business  has  grown 
materially  under  the  administration  of  the  brothers,  the  plant  has 
been  enlarged  and  is  today  one  of  the  most  modern  of  its  kind  in  New 
England. 

While  his  business  has  always  made  heavy  demands  upon  liis 
time  Mr.  Coffin  has  found  opportunity  to  take  an  active  interest  and 
a  leading  part  in  the  support  of  projects  for  the  good  of  the  community 
at  large  along  civic,  political  and  social  lines.  The  establishment  of 
the  free  high  school  of  Windsor  Locks  is  the  result  chiefly  of  his  efforts. 
In  1900  he  became  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  has  served  con¬ 
tinuously  thereon  for  28  years,  with  most  gratifying  results.  He  has 
acted  as  chairman  of  the  board  since  1914  and  for  nine  years  previously 
he  served  as  financial  secretary.  As  a  result  of  his  energetic  work  the 
town  now  has  a  splendid  high  school  and  grammar  school,  with  an 
excellent  curriculum.  He  also  sponsored  a  proposition  to  raise 
$150,000  to  build  an  addition  to  the  school  including  a  gymnasium 
and  a  swimming  pool  and  a  department  for  medical  and  dental 
inspection. 

In  1907,  in  recognition  of  Mr.  Coffin’s  public  service,  Mr.  Coffin 
was  tendered  the  nomination  to  represent  his  town  in  the  state 
legislature.  He  was  elected  for  that  term  and  re-elected  in  1909. 
During  his  first  term  he  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  by  which  the  state 
purchased  and  took  over  the  maintenance  of  the  four  bridges  over  the 
Connecticut  river,  making  them  free  bridges.  On  the  day  the  Wind¬ 
sor  Locks  bridge  became  a  free  bridge,  it  was  made  a  gala  occasion 
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and  Mr.  Coffin  was  presented  with  a  beautiful  loving  cup  by  his 
fellow  townspeople.  The  entertainment  was  held  on  the  lawn  of  his 
residence,  where  Mr.  Coffin  banquetted  over  800  persons,  including 
the  governor  and  members  of  the  General  Assembly.  Ilis  activities 
in  freeing  this  bridge  was  doubly  interesting  because  of  the  fact  that 
he  was  a  director  and  stockholder  in  the  company  which  operated  it  as 
a  toll  bridge. 

During  his  first  term  in  the  legislature  he  served  on  the  com¬ 
mittees  on  education  and  woman’s  suffrage  and  during  his  second 
term  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  on  corporations  and  assign¬ 
ment  of  seats.  It  was  due  to  his  efforts  in  the  1909  session  that  the 
amendment  to  the  original  charter  of  the  Connecticut  River  Company 
was  passed,  allowing  the  company  to  proceed  with  the  dam  across  the 
Connecticut  river  above  the  railroad  bridge  for  the  purpose  of  develop¬ 
ing  electric  power  for  the  use  of  Windsor  Locks  and  vicinity. 

June  20,  1895,  Mr.  Coffin  married  Miss  Jean  T.  Warburton  of 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living:  Douglas  Pierson,  who  is  associated 
with  his  father  in  business,  and  Herbert  Raymond  (III),  who  is  con¬ 
nected  wit  h  the  Pratt  &  Whitney  Aircraft  Company  of  Hartford.  He 
is  married  and  has  two  children,  II.  Raymond  Coffin  (IV)  and  Barbara 
Coffin. 

Mrs.  Herbert  R.  Coffin,  like  her  husband,  is  keenly  interested  in 
projects  for  the  general  good  and  together  with  her  husband  and  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Julia  S.  Coffin,  has  been  active  in  the  promotion  of  a 
public  park,  band  concerts,  a  baseball  ground  and  lawn  tennis  court. 
They  are  also  very  active  in  the  support  of  the  public  library. 

Mr.  Coffin  is  a  32nd  degree  Mason  and  an  active  member  of  the 
Sphinx  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  lie  has  been  identified  with  the 
Sphinx  Temple  Patrol  since  1914,  and  served  as  secretary  for  a  number 
of  years  and  during  the  past  three  years  has  been  on  the  executive 
committee.  He  belongs  to  Syria  Grotto  of  Hartford  and  to  Elks 
Lodge  No.  1459  of  Rockville  Center.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ex¬ 
change  club  of  Hartford. 

Other  clubs  to  which  he  belongs  include  the  City  club  of  Hartford 
and  the  Masonic  club  of  Windsor  Locks.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Business  Men’s  association  of  Windsor  Locks. 
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DEXTER  DRAKE  COFFIN 


DEXTER  DRAKE  COFFIN,  assistant  treasurer  and  assistant 
general  manager  and  a  director  of  C.  H.  Dexter  &  Sons,  Inc.,  of  Wind¬ 
sor  Locks,  makers  of  fine  paper,  was  born  at  Windsor  Locks,  Conn., 
April  8,  1898,  the  son  of  Arthur  D.  and  Cora  Loomis  (Drake)  Coflin. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Dexter  D.  Coffin  attended  the 
public  schools  through  the  primary  and  intermediate  grades,  the  Noah 
Webster  school  of  Hartford  and  later  the  Suffield  school,  the  Phillips 
Academy  at  Andover,  Massachusetts,  and  Yale  university,  complet¬ 
ing  his  course  in  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  with  the  class  of  1920. 
Ere  his  course  was  finished,  however,  he  had  enlisted  in  1918  as  a 
machinist  in  the  navy  reserve,  with  which  he  remained  until  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  following  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1920  he  joined  his 
father  at  the  C.  II.  Dexter  &  Sons,  Inc.,  paper  manufacturing  plant 
taking  up  the  business  as  a  workman  in  the  laboratory  until  he  had 
acquainted  himself  with  various  phases  of  production  there.  He 
afterward  turned  his  attention  to  the  sales  department  and  after  a 
time  he  was  made  assistant  treasurer  and  assistant  general  man¬ 
ager  and  was  also  elected  to  the  directorate,  so  that  he  secured  a 
seat  in  the  councils  which  formulate  the  policy  of  the  corporation  and 
direct  the  development  of  the  business. 

On  June  30,  1921,  Mr.  Coffin  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Dorr 
of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  daughter  of  Roy  L.  and  Mary  (Eaton)  Dorr. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coffin  have  two  sons:  Dexter  Drake,  Jr.,  who  was  born 
in  Brooklyn,  April  28,  1922,  and  David  Linwood,  born  in  Windsor 


Locks,  December  15,  1925. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coffin  are  prominent  socially  and  they  are  also 
active  members  in  the  Windsor  Locks  Congregational  church.  He  is 
a  trustee  of  the  Suffield  school  of  Suffield,  Conn.  He  is  identified  with 
Gensi-Viola  Camp  No.  30  of  the  American  Legion  and  he  has  member¬ 
ship  in  Euclid  Lodge  No.  109,  A.  E.  &  A.  M.  He  became  a  member 
of  the  Phi  Sigma  Kappa  at  Yale  and  belongs  to  the  Phi  Sigma  Kappa 
Club  of  New  York  City.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Suffield  Country 
club  of  Suffield,  Conn.,  the  Shelter  Harbor  Country  club  of  Westerly, 
R.  I.,  the  Hartford  club,  and  the  Lake  Sunapee  Yacht  Club  of  Suna- 
pee,  New  Hampshire,  and  he  has  an  extensive  acquaintance  through¬ 
out  this  part  ol  the  state,  where  his  important  business  and  social 
interests  have  brought  him  into  prominence,  while  the  sterling  traits 
of  his  character  have  gained  him  the  warm  regard  of  many  associates. 
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WALTER  A.  INGRAHAM 


WALTER  A.  INGRAHAM,  chairman  of  the  hoard  of  E. 
Ingraham  Company,  famous  clock  manufacturers,  the  plant  of  which 
has  been  for  more  than  a  century  in  continuous  and  successful  oj>er- 
ation  in  Bristol,  was  born  March  23,  1855,  in  Bristol,  where  lie  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  industry  and  finance  all  of  his  busy  and 
useful  business  career. 

He  is  a  son  of  Edward  Ingraham,  also  a  native  of  Bristol,  bom 
April  10,  1830,  who  was  active  in  the  management  of  the  company, 
being  its  treasurer  and  president  from  1880  until  1802.  The  father 
was  a  son  of  Elias  Ingraham,  who  was  born  at  Marlboro,  Connecticut, 
November  1,  1805.  Elias  was  the  original  founder  of  the  E.  Ingraham 
Company,  having  started  clock  making  there  in  1824;  his  father, 
Joseph  Ingraham,  was  born  in  Westchester,  Connnecticut,  July  8, 
1776;  his  father  was  also  Joseph  Ingraham,  born  at  Hebron,  Conn., 
June  19,  1753;  his  father  was  Nathaniel,  born  at  Bellingham,  Mass¬ 
achusetts,  February  23,  1720;  his  father  was  Joseph  Ingraham,  bom 
at  Boston,  April  30,  1689;  his  father  was  Henry  Ingraham  who  died 
April  29,  1719  in  Boston.  He  was  the  original  Ingraham  ancestor  in 
America.  Jane  E.  Beach  Ingraham,  mother  of  Walter  A.  Ingraham, 
descended  from  an  old  and  distinguished  line  of  New  England 
ancestors,  who  were  prominent  in  all  lines  of  endeavor. 

Walter  A.  Ingraham  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Bristol, 
supplemented  by  courses  at  Stamford  Military  Institute,  Episcopal 
Academy  of  Connecticut,  at  Cheshire,  taking  special  courses.  After 
finishing  his  schooling,  he  entered  the  employ  of  The  E.  Ingraham 
Company,  subsequently  being  made  secretary  from  1880  to  1892  and 
in  the  latter  year  was  elected  president,  filling  that  oflice  until  1927 
when  he  became  chairman  of  the  board  in  which  office  he  has  served 
up  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Ingraham  is  also  vice  president  and  director  of  the  Bristol 
National  bank,  director  of  the  American  Trust  Company,  corporator 
and  trustee  of  the  Bristol  Savings  bank,  1897  to  date,  vice  president 
of  the  Bristol  Savings  bank,  1899  to  1926.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Bristol  club  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Ingraham  was  married  July  24,  1878,  in  Waterbury  to 
Amelia  Fcnn,  daughter  of  L.  Augustus  Fenn  and  to  them  were  born 
four  children:  Elias  Morton  Ingraham,  Irving  I.  Ingraham,  Chester  E. 
Ingraham  and  Harold  I.  Ingraham. 
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WILLIAM  SIIURTLEFF  INGRAHAM 


WILLIAM  SIIURTLEFF  INGRAHAM,  treasurer  and  general 
manager  of  the  E.  Ingraham  Company  of  Bristol,  actively  identified 
in  mechanical  and  executive  positions,  and  a  powerful  factor  in  the 
development  of  that  great  clock  manufacturing  concern  for  over  fifty- 
three  years,  was  born  April  25,  1857  in  Bristol,  the  birthplace  of 
several  generations  of  the  family  of  Ingraham.  He  is  a  son  of  Edward 
Ingraham  and  Jennie  Beach  Ingraham. 

Edward  Ingraham  was  the  son  of  Elias  Ingraham  founder  of  the 
business,  and  a  pioneer  in  the  industry  in  America,  and  was  president 
of  the  E.  Ingraham  Co.  from  1885  to  1892.  He  conceived  the  idea  of 
the  black  enameled  wood  case  for  years  the  standard  finish  for  high 
grade  mantel  clocks.  He  descended  from  a  line  of  colonial  ancestors, 
dating  back  to  Henry  Ingraham  who  died  in  Boston  in  1719,  also  from 
Thomas  Carrier  who  died  in  Colchester  in  1735,  aged  109.  He  was 
the  founder  of  Marlborough,  Conn.,  and  was  frequently  attacked  by 
hostile  Indians,  many  of  them  being  killed  by  him.  Another  ancestor 
was  Captain  Isaac  Johnson  of  an  artillery  company,  being  killed  while 
leading  his  company  at  the  great  Narragansett  fight,  December  19, 
1665.  On  mother’s  side  he  descended  from  the  old  family  of  Beach, 
who  were  among  the  founders  of  Milford  and  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  that  town  for  many  generations. 

William  S.  Ingraham  was  educated  in  schools  of  Milford  and 
Bristol,  later  entering  Stamford  Military  Institute,  then  Cornell 
University,  being  a  member  of  the  class  of  1879,  but  left  before  grad¬ 
uating. 

He  entered  the  employ  of  the  E.  Ingraham  Co.  in  1876.  May  1, 
1879,  he  was  transferred  to  the  office  and  has  thus  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  clock  industry  for  more  than  fifty  years,  since  1879  in 
an  executive  capacity.  For  the  past  37  years  he  has  been  treasurer 
and  general  manager.  About  1898  the  firm  began  making  common 
alarm  clocks,  in  1913  low  priced  watches  and  in  1915  eight  day  alarm 
clocks,  being  a  leader  in  each  of  the  above  branches.  In  1929  an 
electric  automobile  clock  and  a  new  wrist  watch  was  added  to  the  line 
which  will  no  doubt  add  to  the  growth  and  prestige  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Ingraham  is  also  a  director  of  the  Bristol  National  Bank, 
American  Trust  Co.,  Bristol  Brass  Co.,  American  Silver  Co.  and  vice- 
president  and  director  of  the  U.  S.  Bank  and  Trust  Co.  He  is  chair¬ 
man  and  a  director  of  Bristol  Free  Public  Library;  member  of  the 
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Board  of  Eire  Commissioners  of  Bristol  and  a  former  Burgess  of 
the  Town  of  Bristol.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Colonial 
Wars,  Farmington  Country  Club,  Cliippanee  Country  Club,  of  which 
he  was  its  first  president  and  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican.  Ilis  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Congregational 
Church.  His  recreations  consist  of  walking  and  travel. 

William  S.  Ingraham  was  married  in  Bristol,  October  11, 1881,  to 
Grace  Ella  Seymour,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Electa  Churchill  Sey¬ 
mour.  His  first  wife  died  April  23,  1925  and  in  June  1928  he  married 
Edith  Mather  Tuttle  widow  of  Judge  Joseph  Tuttle.  By  the  first 
marriage  three  children  were  born,  Faith  Allen  Ingraham,  born  April 
30,  1885,  Edward  Ingraham,  bom  December  20,  1887,  and  Dudley 
Seymour  Ingraham  born  August  14,  1890. 
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EDWARD  INGRAHAM 


EDWARD  INGRAHAM,  president  and  director  of  The  E. 
Ingraham  Company  of  Bristol,  director  in  the  American  Trust 
Company,  Bristol  Brass  Company,  North  Side  Bank  and  Trust 
Company,  and  vice-president  and  director  of  the  Bristol  National 
Bank,  was  born  December  20,  1887,  in  Bristol,  Conn.  He  is  a  son 
of  William  Shurtleff  Ingraham  and  Grace  Seymour  Ingraham.  His 
father  is  one  of  Bristol’s  most  substantial  and  progressive  citizens, 
who  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  clock  manufacturing  industry 
for  more  than  50  years  and  has  been  a  prominent  influence  in  the 
progress  and  development  made  during  that  period  in  clock  making, 
as  well  as  the  upbuilding  of  the  city  of  Bristol.  He  has  found  time 
to  be  active  in  Civic  Welfare  movements  during  his  busy  manu¬ 
facturing  life. 

Mr.  Ingraham  was  graduated  from  Phillips  Andover  Academy 
in  190G,  preparatory  to  his  entrance  into  Yale  college  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.A.  in  1910.  He  is  a  member  x>f 
Beta  Theta  Pi  fraternity.  Immediately  after  completing  his  college 
career,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Ingraham  Company,  beginning 
in  the  humble  capacity  of  office  boy,  passing  through  the  various 
departments,  mastering  the  intricate  details  of  the  clock  making 
business,  successively  in  the  positions  of  paymaster,  invoice  clerk, 
traveling  salesman,  purchasing  agent,  then  into  the  executive  depart¬ 
ment  up  to  the  high  office  of  president  of  the  company  which  post  he 
now  efficiently  occupies. 

The  E.  Ingraham  Company  was  founded  by  Elias  Ingraham, 
who,  after  serving  his  apprenticeship  as  a  cabinet  maker  in  Marl¬ 
borough,  Connecticut,  went  to  Bristol  in  1824  and  started  in  the 
clock  business  by  making  clock  cases  under  contract  for  Lawson 
and  Chauncey  Ives  and  later  for  others. 

In  1835  Elias  Ingraham  bought  a  shop,  with  water  privileges, 
and  began  making  clocks  on  his  own  account.  He  continued  making 
clocks  until  1843,  wrhen  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Elisha  C. 
Brewster  and  his  brother,  Andrew  Ingraham,  under  the  name  of 
Brewster  &  Ingrahams.  This  firm  was  succeeded  in  1848  by  E.  &  A. 
Ingraham,  who  continued  business  until  1855,  when  their  plant  was 
entirely  destroyed  by  fire. 

Elias  Ingraham  in  1859  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Edward 
Ingraham,  his  son,  which  was  continued  until  1881,  in  which  year  a 
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joint  stock  company  was  formed  under  the  name  of  The  E.  Ingraham 
&  Company,  which  was  later  changed  to  The  E.  Ingraham  Company. 

Elias  Ingraham,  the  founder  of  this  business,  was  born  in  Marl¬ 
borough  in  1805,  and  died  in  Bristol  in  1885.  lie  went  into  the 
clock  business  on  coming  to  Bristol,  for  even  as  early  as  1824,  Bristol 
was  known  as  a  clock  making  center.  Eater,  in  1855,  there  were 
about  60  independent  clock  producers,  this  concern  being  the  only 
direct  survivor. 

Elias  Ingraham  was  a  man  of  many  superior  qualities,  and 
markedly  of  an  inventive  turn  of  mind.  Seeking  a  wider  market  for 
his  clocks,  he  went  to  Caracas,  Venezuela,  by  sail,  and  on  the  long 
return  voyage  whittled  out  of  a  block  of  mahogany,  with  his  jack¬ 
knife,  the  design  for  a  clock  case  which  was  the  original  “Sharp 
Gothic”,  destined  to  play  so  large  a  part  in  the  history  of  Yankee 
clocks. 

On  his  return  to  Bristol,  he  put  this  clock  on  the  market  and  it 
became  a  quick  seller.  As  he  did  not  protect  his  design  by  patent, 
it  was  extensively  copied,  and  it  is  believed  to  have  been  the  best 
seller  of  any  distinctly  American  design  for  clocks.  This  original 
design  was  by  far  the  best  in  point  of  design  of  any  of  the  Sharp 
Gothic  clocks.  It  may  also  be  stated  that  many  popular  designs  for 
clock  cases  in  the  United  States  prior  to  1875  were  designed  by  Elias 
Ingraham. 

Edward  Ingraham,  son  and  partner  of  Elias  Ingraham,  con¬ 
ceived  and  originated  the  manufacture  of  the  Black  Enameled 
Wood  Case,  which  for  many  years  was  the  standard  finish  for  high 
grade  mantel  clocks. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  member  of  Franklin  Eodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  Bristol  Rotary  club  and  New  York  Yale  club.  He  is 
also  president  of  the  Bristol  Boys’  club  an  organization  in  which  he 
is  keenly  interested.  Ilis  favorite  recreations  are  fishing  and  outdoor 
sports.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  In  religion,  a  Congregationalist. 

Mr.  Ingraham  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Patti  Pease,  daughter 
of  George  Francis  Pease  of  Rutland,  Vermont,  and  to  them  were 
born  five  children,  Alice  Ingraham,  born  November  12,  1919; 
William  Shurtleff  Ingraham,  II,  born  November  2,  1921;  Grace 
Seymour  Ingraham,  born  December  27,  1924;  Ellen  Ingiaham,  born 
February  14,  1927,  and  Faith  Ingraham,  born  March  4,  1929. 
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ELIAS  MORTON  INGRAHAM 


ELIAS  MORTON  INGRAHAM,  Secretary  of  the  E.  Ingraham 
Company  of  Bristol  since  1917,  and  actively  identified  with  the 
development  and  progress  of  that  industry  for  more  than  26  years  in 
various  capacities,  was  born  February  5, 1880,  in  Bristol.  His  father, 
Walter  A.  Ingraham,  one  of  Bristol’s  most  honored  and  respected 
citizens,  also  a  native  of  Bristol  and  a  life  long  resident  thereof,  was 
president  of  the  E.  Ingraham  Co.  from  1892  to  1927.  Amelia  Fenn 
Ingraham,  is  the  mother  of  Elias  Morton  Ingraham  and  a  sister  of 
the  late  Augustus  Fenn  of  Plymouth,  Conn.,  who  was  former  Judge 
of  the  Connecticut  Superior  Court.  Elias  Ingraham,  who  founded 
the  great  clock  industry  in  Bristol  in  1824,  was  his  great-grandfather, 
his  wife  being  Julia  Hale  Sparks  of  Nathan  Hale’s  family. 

E.  Morton  Ingraham  was  educated  in  the  Bristol  Public  Schools 
later  at  the  Gimnery  School  at  Washington,  Conn.,  and  at  the 
Cheshire  Military  Academy,  Cheshire,  now  Roxbury  School.  He 
entered  upon  his  business  career  with  the  E.  Ingraham  Co.  in  1903 
and  since  that  time  he  has  been  continuously  active  with  the  company 
of  which  he  is  also  a  director. 

The  E.  Ingraham  Company  more  than  a  century  in  successful 
operation,  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  progressive  clock  manu¬ 
facturers  in  that  industry,  and  has  been  continuously  conducted  by  a 
member  of  the  Ingraham  family  to  the  present  time.  The  entire 
plant  today  is  equipped  with  the  most  modern  machinery  obtainable, 
and  a  large  force  of  skilled  American  workmen  is  employed.  The 
company  now  produces  and  sells  millions  of  clocks  and  watches, 
yearly.  The  growth  and  success  of  the  E.  Ingraham  Company  is  due 
to  a  policy  of  standardized  quantity  production,  with  consequent 
economies  in  manufacture. 

Mr.  Ingraham  is  a  member  of  the  Bristol  Club,  the  Cliippanee 
Golf  Club  of  Bristol,  Masonic  Lodge,  Franklin  No.  56  F.  &  A.  M., 
Bristol,  Sphinx  Shrine,  Hartford,  and  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  His  chief  recreation  is  golf. 

He  was  married  at  Hamilton,  Bermuda,  February  9,  1910  to 
Emma  Alene  Kernpe,  daughter  of  Richard  Kernpe,  merchant  of 
Hamilton,  Bermuda.  Their  children  are  Clarence  Morton  Ingraham, 
Richard  Kenneth  Ingraham  and  Elinor  Jane  Ingraham.  Residence, 
Bristol. 
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DUDLEY  SEYMOUR  INGRAIIAM 

DUDLEY  SEYMOUR  INGRAHAM,  vice  president  of  the  E. 
Ingraham  Company,  pioneer  clock  manufacturers  of  Bristol  with 
which  corporation  he  has  been  associated  in  various  positions  for  the 
past  16  years,  was  bom  in  Bristol,  August  U,  1800.  He  is  a  son  o 
William  Slmrtleff  Ingraham  (a  biography  of  whom  is  included  in 
this  work)  and  of  Grace  E.  Seymour  Ingraham,  both  of  whom  are 
descended  from  a  long  line  of  Colonial  ancestors,  as  were  also  the 
grandparents  on  both  paternal  and  maternal  side  of  the  family. 

Dudley  S.  Ingraham,  was  educated  in  the  Bristol  common 
schools,  later  at  Andover  academy,  being  graduated  therefrom  in 
the  class  of  1909.  He  subsequently  entered  Cornell  university  where 

he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  L.  L.  B.  m  1913. 

After  completing  his  college  course,  he  entered  the  E.  Ingra  lam 
Company  as  office  boy.  He  was  advanced  to  billing  clerk  paymaster 
and  purchasing  agent.  In  the  World  war  he  enlisted.  After  the  war 
he  went  on  the  road  for  The  E.  Ingraham  Company  as  salesman  for 
four  years,  covering  all  states  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  including 
central  and  eastern  Canada.  Since  leaving  the  road  he  has  held 
executive  offices,  being  now  vice  president  at  headquarters  in  Bristo  . 

He  is  a  director  in  the  United  States  Bond  and  Mortgage  Com¬ 
pany;  The  Bristol  Savings  bank,  and  The  Bristol  American  Bank  an 

Mr.  Ingraham  has  served  for  three  years  on  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  and  for  eight  years  was  Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  of  t  le 
Bristol  Visiting  N  urse  and  Family  Welfare  Association.  He  was  also 
Chairman  of  the  1925  Community  Chest  Drive  and  has  been  active 
on  the  Building  Committees  of  the  Bristol  Hospital,  Nurses  Home, 
Bov’s  Club,  etc.  He  also  served  a  number  of  years  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Church  School  of  the  Congregational  Church.  At  present  he  is 
Secretary  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Bristol  Hospital,  Inc. 
and  on  the  boards  of  the  Boy’s  Club  and  Visiting  Nurse  and  1-amily 
Welfare  Association,  and  Chairman  of  the  Religious  Educational 
Committee  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Politically  he  is  a 

RCP  At'the^ 'outbreak  of  the  AVorld  War  he  was  Adjutant  in  the  Home 
Guard  and  six  weeks  after  war  was  declared  enlisted  m  the  regi  ar 
army  being  assigned  to  the  Weidmaim  Field  Hospital  Unit.  Re  was 
first  sent  to  Fort  Ethan  Allen,  Burlington,  Vermont,  where  for  tliree 
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months  lie  received  training  in  first  aid  and  in  I.  D.  R.  The  Unit 
was  then  transferred  to  Camp  Hancock,  Augusta,  Ga.,  and  was  used 
to  construct,  establish,  and  man  the  base  hospital  for  what  was  later 
the  28th  Division.  He  served  in  ward  and  laboratory  work,  becoming 
Sergeant  First  Class.  Since  the  hospital  and  its  personnel  had 
become  fixtures  at  Camp  Hancock  he  obtained  a  transfer  with  eight 
other  men  to  the  28th  Division  Infantry  and  was  sent  to  the  Officers’ 
Training  Camp,  but  at  the  conclusion  of  the  camp  all  but  one  were 
returned  to  the  hospital  to  help  in  the  influenza  epidemic,  and  so  he 
failed  to  go  over  with  the  28th  Division.  He  was  again  made 
Sergeant  First  Class,  but  later  succeeded  in  getting  transferred  to  a 
Machine  Gun  Private  and  was  at  the  Central  Machine  Gun  Officers’ 
Training  Camp  when  the  war  ended. 

He  is  a  member  of  Delta  Chi,  of  Chippanee  Country  Club,  and  of 
the  First  Congregational  church. 

Mr.  Ingraham  was  married  at  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  July  31, 
1920,  to  Marion  Edna  Morton,  daughter  of  Joseph  T.  Mortpn, 
treasurer  of  Ipswich.  They  are  the  parents  of  Seymour  Morton 
Ingraham,  Joseph  Theodore  Ingraham,  Dudley  Seymour  Ingraham, 
Jr.,  and  Robert  Alexander  Ingraham. 
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JOSEPH  15.  SESSIONS 

JOSEPH  B.  SESSIONS,  president  of  The  Sessions  Foundry 
Company,  president  of  the  Bristol  Trust  Company  and  treasurer  of 
the  Sessions  Clock  Company  of  Bristol,  Connecticut,  is  a  prominent 
citizen  of  that  industrious  city,  where  he  was  born  November  11,  1881. 
He  is  a  son  of  the  late  William  E.  Sessions  who  was  a  progressive  and 
respected  manufacturer,  financier,  public  spirited  citizen  and  re¬ 
garded  as  an  aggressive  leader  in  the  great  industrial  development  of 
Bristol,  us  well  as  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  integrity,  of  unblemished 
character  and  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  higher  moral  and  educational 
development  of  his  community;  he  was  a  loyal  churchman  and  a 
devoted  Methodist.  The  father’s  activities  were  many  and  varied. 
He  organized  The  Bristol  Trust  Company  and  built,  at  his  own 
expense,  their  beautiful  banking  house  and  turned  it  over  to  the  com¬ 
pany  at  a  nominal  figure,  lie  was  president  of  that  institution  from 
its  inception  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  also  for  a  time  president 
of  the  Bristol  Water  Company,  and  a  trustee  of  Wesleyan  University, 
Middletown,  Conn.  He  was  a  presidential  elector  of  William  Mc¬ 
Kinley. 

After  his  graduation  from  the  Hartford  high  school  in  1876,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  J.  II.  Sessions  &  Son  as  bookkeeper  where  he 
remained  for  a  period  of  two  years.  In  1879,  in  association  with  his 
father,  the  partnership  of  J.  II.  and  W.  E.  Sessions  was  organized,  and 
later  they  purchased  the  Bristol  Foundry  Company,  a  small  concern 
employing  about  20  men.  The  name  was  then  changed  to  Sessions 
Foundry  Company  under  which  title  it  was  successfully  conducted 
for  16  years,  growing  so  rapidly  that  in  1895  it  had  outgrown  the  three 
acres  of  land  it  occupied  and  Mr.  Sessions  and  his  father  purchased 
the  30  acres  of  land  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  business  on  Farm¬ 
ington  Avenue,  where  they  built  a  large  and  modern  foundry  plant. 
At  the  same  time  he  purchased  adjoining  land  in  order  to  provide 
building  lots  for  his  workmen  and  to  control  the  character  of  the 
neighborhood.  In  1896  the  business  was  incorporated  under  the 
name  of  The  Sessions  Foundry  Company,  Inc.,  which  is  the  present 
title. 

In  the  early  part  of  1902,  W.  E.  Sessions  with  his  nephew,  A.  L. 
Sessions,  took  over  the  E.  N.  Welch  Manufacturing  Company,  which 
was  at  that  time  in  financial  difficulties,  and  by  his  business  acumen 
and  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  the  employes  he  built  up  The  Sessions 
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Qock  Company,  now  one  of  the  largest  clock  manufacturing  com¬ 
panies  in  the  United  States.  As  president  of  that  corporation  in  two 
years  he  more  than  doubled  their  output. 

The  late  W.  E.  Sessions  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  total  absti¬ 
nence,  and  his  charities  were  wisely  bestowed.  He  passed  away 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  him,  in  August,  1920,  at  the  age  of  63. 

The  paternal  ancestry  descended  from  Alexander  Sessions  who 
settled  in  Plymouth  Colony  in  1639,  and  of  Francis  Cook  who  came 
over  on  the  IVtayflower  \  also  from  James  Clnlton  of  the  -Mayflov  er 
who  died  in  Provincetown,  Massachusetts  in  1620. 

Joseph  B.  Sessions’  mother  was  Emily  D.  (Brown)  Sessions,  also 
of  an  old  line  of  American  ancestry,  originally  from  England. 

Joseph  B.  Sessions  was  educated  at  the  Taft  School,  Watertown, 
Conn.,  later  taking  a  two-year  course  at  Wesleyan  University,  Middle- 
town,  Connecticut,  in  their  scientific  department.  After  completing 
his  studies  at  Wesleyan,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Sessions 
Foundry  Company,  in  the  capacity  of  pattern  clerk,  working  through 
the  various  departments  being  advanced  to  assistant  secretary,  vice* 
president  and  treasurer  and  in  1920,  after  the  death  of  W  illiam  E. 
Sessions,  he  succeeded  him  as  president,  which  office  he  now  holds. 
The  company  manufactures  grey  iron  castings  and  employs  about  350 

persons. 

Mr.  Sessions  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Automotive  Engineers, 
and  Chi  Psi  Fraternity  of  Wesleyan  University.  During  the  World 
War  he  was  a  member  of  the  American  Protective  League  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  its  various  activities.  He  takes  a  keen  interest  in  mechanics 
and  spends  much  of  his  time  in  experimenting,  especially  in  the  study 
of  the  automobile  and  radio. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and,  like  his  father,  is  interested  in 
church  and  benevolent  work  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  his  native  city  of 
Bristol.  He  has.  never  sought  nor  preferred  public  office,  although 
interested  in  the  success  of  his  party  and  its  principles. 

Mr.  Sessions  was  married  September  9,  1903,  to  Miss  Mary 
Esther  Stewart  of  Bristol,  Connecticut,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children:  Edwin  Stewart  Sessions,  Helen  Sessions  and  Harold  Sonner 

Sessions. 
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WILLIAM  KENNETH  SESSIONS 


WILLIAM  KENNETH  SESSIONS,  manufacturer,  president 
of  the  Sessions  Clock  Company  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  director  in  other 
financial  and  industial  corporations,  active  in  industrial  and  civic  life, 
is  the  scion  of  an  old  and  respected  family  of  pioneer  manufacturers. 
As  his  fathers  before  him  he  has  imprinted  a  firm  constructive  inlluence 
upon  the  city  of  his  birth  and  activities.  He  was  born  in  Bristol, 
February  21,  1887,  a  son  of  the  late  William  E.  Sessions,  who  was 
identified  with  various  industrial  and  financial  corporations,  a  leader  in 
activities  building  to  the  success  and  welfare  of  his  native  place, 
public  spirited  and  beloved  by  all  for  his  sterling  character,  fair  dealing 
with  his  fellow  townsmen  and  his  service  to  mankind  in  general.  The 
father  waa  a  most  progressive  man  and  v  strong  influence  in  develop¬ 
ing  industry  in  Bristol,  as  well  as  a  loyal  churchman,  a  devout 
Methodist,  a  man  of  strong  convictions  as  to  total  abstinence,  morality 
and  the  higher  education  of  people  along  those  lines.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  and  president  of  The  Sessions  Foundry  Co.,  The  Sessions 
Clock  Company,  The  Bristol  National  Bank  and  011161  corporations 
with  which  he  was  actively  identified  during  his  long  and  useful  life. 
He  passed  away  mourned  by  all  who  honored  and  respected  him  for 
his  sterling  worth  on  August  20,  1920. 


The  Sessions*  ancestry  dates  back  to  the  “Mayflower”  and 
includes  Alexander  Sessions,  who  settled  in  Plymouth  Colony  in 
1639.  Francis  Cook,  who  was  a  signer  of  the  “Mayflower  Compact” 
and  who  died  in  1003,  and  James  Chilton,  who  died  in  Provincetown, 
Mass.,  in  1020.  Ilia  mother,  Emily  (Brown)  Sessions,  was  also  of 
American  ancestry,  her  forebears  coming  from  England  many 
generations  ago. 

William  Kenneth  Sessions  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high 
school  of  Bristol,  subsequently  entering  Wesleyan  university,  where  he 
followed  a  two  year  course  in  specialized,  scientific  work,  later  taking 
a  special  musical  course  at  Yale  University  Department  of  Music. 


In  1907,  after  finishing  his  studies,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Sessions  Foundry  Company  in  their  pattern  and  order  department, 
and,  in  order  to  familiarize  himself  with  the  numerous  angles  of  the 
business  and  to  master  the  details  of  the  manufacturing  he  applied 
himself  to  that  work  and  was  later  on  elected  vice-president  of  the 
company. 
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In  1917  he  associated  himself  actively  with  the  Sessions  Clock 
Company  of  Forestville,  Conn.,  as  treasurer,  filling  that  office  until 
1920  when  he  succeeded  the  late  William  E.  Sessions  as  president, 
which  position  he  now  ably  fills.  He  is  also  treasurer  of  The  Sessions 
Foundry  Company  and  is  a  director  of  the  Bristol  Trust  Co.,  director 
Terryville  Trust  Co.,  director  Bristol  Brass  Co.,  and  other  corpo¬ 
rations. 

He  is  fire  commissioner  of  Bristol,  Conn.  Affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  a  32nd  degree  Mason  and  Shriner,  a  member  of 
the  Farmington  Country  Club,  Chippanee  Country  Club  of  Bristol, 
Bristol  Club,  and  of  Chi  Psi  Fraternity  at  Wesleyan  University. 

Mr.  Sessions  was  married  October  27,  1909,  to  Miss  Marjorie  A. 
Goodenough  of  Bristol.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Emily 
G.  Sessions  and  William  K.  Sessions,  Jr. 

Residence,  Bristol,  Conn. 
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FULLER  F.  BARNES 


FULLER  F.  BARNES,  president  of  The  Wallace  Barnes  Com¬ 
pany,  actively  associated  with  the  progress  of  that  corporation  in  an 
executive  capacity  since  1910,  was  horn  March  0,  1887,  at  Bristol, 
Conn.  His  father,  the  late  Carlyle  Barnes,  was  one  of  Bristol’s  most 
prominent  and  active  manufacturers  and  a  most  respected  public 
spirited  citizen  of  that  city  where  he  was  born  December  11,  1852. 
lie  was  a  son  of  Wallace  Barnes,  the  founder  of  the  company,  whom 
he  succeeded  as  president  holding  that  office  up  to  the  time  of  his 
demise  in  1920.  His  ancestry  on  paternal  side  was  English,  Thomas 
Barnes  locating  at  Farmington,  Conn.,  in  1000.  On  the  maternal  side 
Lena  (Forbes)  Barnes,  mother  of  Fuller  Barnes,  is  of  Scotch  ancestry, 
the  family  coming  to  America  on  the  Mayflower. 

Fuller  F.  Barnes  was  educated  at  the  Bristol  high  school,  later  at 
Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  Mass.,  preparatory  to  his  entering  Yale 
College  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1910  with  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  After  finishing  his  college  career,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
The  Wallace  Barnes  Company  as  treasurer,  and  in  1913  was  made  also 
general  manager,  filling  both  positions  until  his  father  died  when  he 
was  elected  president  of  The  Wallace  Barnes  Company,  ably  filling 
that  position  at  the  present  time.  Air.  Barnes  is  keenly  interested  in 
civic  welfare,  having  been  a  member  for  the  past  17  years  of  the 
board  of  relief  of  Bristol  and  is  foremost  in  all  movements  to  better 
the  conditions  of  the  community. 

He  is  a  director  of  the  Veeder-Root  Company,  American  Silver 
Company,  Bristol  Brass  Company,  Bristol-American  Bank  and 
Trust  Company,  Dunbar  Bros.  Company,  all  of  Bristol;  director  of 
Manufacturers  Association  of  Hartford  County,  William  D.  Gibson 
Co.  of  Chicago,  Ill., Wallace  Barnes  Company,  Ltd.  of  Hamilton,  Out., 
president  of  the  Associated  Spring  Corporation  of  Delaware,  president 
of  Barnes,  Gibson  Raymond,  Inc.  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  treasurer  and 
director  of  the  Washburn  Wire  Company  of  Pliillipsdale,  R.  I.  and 
New  York,  vice-president  of  the  American  Electrical  Works  of 
Phillipsdale,  R.  I.  Director  and  Vice-president  North  Side  Bank  and 
Trust  Company. 

His  club  and  other  affiliations  are  as  follows:  Member  of  the  Beta 
Theta  Pi  Club  of  New  York  City,  Country  Club  of  Farmington,  Conn. 
Shuttle  Meadow  Club  of  New  Britain,  Bristol  Club  of  Bristol,  Wanna- 
moiset  Club  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
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Engineers.  lie  is  also  a  32nd  degree  Mason  and  Shriner.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.,  Bristol  Lodge  No.  1010. 

Mr.  Barnes  takes  an  interest  in  political  affairs  and  in  the  Novem¬ 
ber  election  of  1928  was  elected  state  senator  from  the  5th  Senatorial 
District. 

During  the  World  War  he  was  a  member  of  the  Spring  Division 
of  the  War  Industries  Board  at  Washington,  D.  C.  The  Wallace 
Barnes.  Company  did  95  per  cent  war  work  for  the  United  States 
government  and  its  allies  during  the  war.  In  recognition  of  his  ser¬ 
vices,  Mr.  Barnes  received  favorable  mention  from  the  Chief  of  Ord¬ 
nance  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  married  October  1,  1913,  to  Miss  Myrtle  A.  Ives 
of  Bristol,  Conn.,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children,  Edward  F. 
Barnes,  Louise  F.  Barnes,  Carlyle  F.  Barnes  and  Aurelia  Ives  Barnes. 
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HARRY  C.  BARNES 


HARRY  C.  BARNES,  treasurer  of  the  Wallace  Barnes  Company 
of  Bristol,  Conn.,  was  born  November  20,  1889  in  Bristol,  Conn.  He 
is  a  son  of  the  late  Carlyle  Barnes  who  was  president  of  the  company, 
a  leader  in  industry,  active  in  civic  welfare  and  a  most  prominent  and 
respected  citizen  of  Bristol,  where  he  was  born  in  1852  and  passed 
away  in  192G.  He  was  a  son  of  Wallace  Barnes,  founder  of  the 
company,  whom  he  succeded  as  president.  The  paternal  ancestry 
of  the  family  comes  down  from  Thomas  Barnes  who  came  from 
England  in  16G0  and  located  at  Farmington,  Conn.,  where  they  be¬ 
came  active  in  industry  and  affairs  of  state  and  nation.  On  maternal 
side  the  original  ancestors  of  Lena  (Forbes)  Barnes,  mother  of  Harry 
C.  Barnes,  came  over  on  the  Mayflower,  being  of  Scotch  descent,  and 
were  prominent  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  The  late  Carlyle 
Barnes  was  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution. 

Harry  C.  Barnes  was  educated  at  the  Bristol  high  school,  subse¬ 
quently  attending  the  Holbrook  Military  Academy  and  later  taking  a 
two  years’  course  at  the  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music  at 
Boston.  After  completing  his  studies,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Wallace  Barnes  Company  in  the  fall  of  1913,  beginning  in  the  factory 
and  working  through  the  various  departments,  learning  the  details 
of  the  business,  and  was  later  transferred  to  the  office  becoming 
secretary  of  the  company  which  position  he  held  up  to  the  time  his 
father  passed  away,  when  he  was  appointed  treasurer  which  office  he 
efficiently  fills  at  the  present  time.  lie  is  also  a  director  of  the  Bristol 
National  Bank  and  of  the  American  Trust  Company,  vice-president 
and  director  of  Wallace  Barnes  Company  of  Hamilton,  Out.,  director 
of  Barnes,  Gibson  and  Raymond  Co.  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  secretary 
of  the  Associated  Spring  Company  of  Delaware,  vice-president  and 
director  of  Federal  Machinery  Sales  Company  of  Chicago,  Ill. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmington  Country  Club, Shuttle  Meadow 
Club  of  New  Britain,  Fine  Orchard  Country  Club,  treasurer  of  the 
Chippanee  Country  Club  of  Bristol,  member  of  Wannamoiset  Country 
Club  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  B.  P.  O.  E.  and  Masonic  fraternity  being 
a  32nd  degree  Mason  and  Shriner.  He  was  for  four  years  a  member 
of  the  Bristol  City  Council.  In  politics  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  married  October  1,  1911,  to  Miss  Lillian  Houb- 
erts  of  Fultonville,  New  York,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  Edith  Forbes  Barnes,  Wallace  Barnes  and  Nancy  Lee 
Barnes. 
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EDWIN  SETH  TODD 

EDWIN  SETH  TODD,  president  of  Clark  Bros.  Bolt  Company, 
Inc.,  of  Milldale,  Connecticut,  was  born  in  East  Farms,  Waterbury* 
Connecticut,  March  25,  1869,  the  son  of  William  E.  and  Emeline  E. 
(Barnes)  Todd.  He  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  two  years,  after 
which  he  lived  with  his  maternal  grandmother,  Mrs.  Lucinda  (Pond) 
Barnes,  who  removed  to  theMarion  section  of  the  town  of  Southington, 
Connecticut,  when  he  was  nine  years  old.  He  has  been  a  resident  of 
Southington  continuously  since  1878.  His  grandfather  was  Edwin 
Todd,  a  farmer  of  the  town  of  Waterbury,  a  direct  descendant  of 
Christopher  Todd,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Davenport  colony  that 
came  from  Pontefract,  England,  and  settled  in  New  Haven  in  1638. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Seth  E.  Barnes,  was  born  in  Southington, 
November  13,  1824,  and  died  July  20,  1863,  as  the  result  of  wounds 
sustained  at  Fort  Wagner  while  serving  in  Company  A  of  the  Seventh 
Regiment  of  Connecticut  Volunteers,  while  held  a  prisoner  of  war  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

Edwin  Seth  Todd  attended  the  district  school  at  Marion  and  the 
Lew  is  high  school  at  Southington.  In  1888  he  began  his  business 
career  as  a  clerk  in  the  country  store  owmed  by  H.  J.  Newell  in  Marion 
and  later  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  business,  the  firm  name  becom¬ 
ing  Newell  &  Todd.  He  sold  his  interest  a  year  later  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  was  spent  in  the  Adirondack  mountains  for  his  health,  lead¬ 
ing  an  outdoor  life  and  teaching  school  in  that  region. 

October  1,  1892,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Clark  Bros.  &  Com¬ 
pany  of  Milldale  as  office  boy  and  has  been  with  that  establishment 
ever  since,  attaining  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  industry.  He  was 
advanced  from  time  to  time,  becoming  a  stockholder  and  an  officer  in 
the  company  in  1903,  in  which  year  he  was  instrumental  in  bringing 
about  the  incorporation  of  the  business  under  the  name  of  the  Clark 
Bros.  Bolt  Company,  Inc.  For  more  than  20  years  he  served  as 
general  manager  and  in  1925  became  president,  thus  assuming  execu¬ 
tive  control  of  one  of  the  largest  industries  in  Milldale  where  a  large 
plant  has  been  developed  and  splendidly  equipped,  while  ramifying 
trade  connections  of  the  company  cover  a  wide  territory. 

This  business,  established  in  1854  by  the  three  Clark  brothers, 
William  J.,  Henry  II.  and  Charles  II.,  under  the  name  of  William  J. 
Clark  &  Company,  was  one  of  the  first  to  engage  in  that  industry  and 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  field  today,  although  the  first  bolt  shop  in 
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the  market.  In  1851  William  J .  CUJ  ^  aim<,,Uies  bis  business 
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present  company  has  grown.  I  >  SUCCCssful  in  its  field,  many 
business  has  grown  into  one  of  ^most  .u  c  ^  ^ ^ 

advances  in  the  developmen  Bolt  Company, 

In  addition  to  being  the  he^rd  o  the  CU  K  Trust 

Inc,  Mr.  Todd  »  . “  . ',* 
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r-'Scoh,,  «.  1895,  M,  Tod^ 

Newell,  daughter  of  Henry  •  an  .  Was  a  member 

Mr.  Todd,  a  great  lover  of  music  at  Urn  miJ  ftl  *0  the 

of  some  of  the  musical  organizat  o  ^  Tc^p,ftr  Mason  and  a 

leader  of  Todd’s  orchestra  H  o{  pylUms  u„d  Sons  of 

member  of  the  I.  O.  OM .,  t  b  Hospital  Corporation  of 

Veterans.  He  has  served  as  “  ye‘ur3  us  secretary  ami 

Southington  a  long  time,  and  ha  commissioners  without  corn- 

treasurer  of  Southington  s  boar  •  Golf  Corporation, 

pensation  and  also  as  president  of  the 
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NORMAN  ADELBERT  BARNES 


NORMAN  ADELBERT  BARNES,  of  Southington,  Hartford 
County,  Connecticut,  was  a  native  and  life-long  resident  of  that  town 
where  he  was  born  August  18,  1843.  He  was  descended  from  Stephen 
and  Mary  Barnes  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Branford, 
Connecticut,  later  moving  to  Southington.  The  line  of  descent  is 
through  Stephen,  Benjamin  and  Jonathan  Barnes  to  Joel  II.  Barnes, 
Mr.  Barnes’  father,  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  and  the  holder  of 
several  minor  town  offices  in  Southington.  Mr.  Barnes’  mother  was 
Anna  Clark  Barnes,  a  woman  whose  most  earnest  aim  in  life  was  to 
make  a  good  and  useful  man  of  her  son.  He  received  a  practical 
common  school  education  and  further  advantages  afforded  by  the 
Lewis  academy  in  Southington. 

At  the  age  of  19  Mr.  Barnes  began  his  work  as  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  home  town  and  continued  at  this  occupation  for 
nearly  eight  years,  teaching  in  several  schools  in  Southington.  He 
then  became  an  accountant  for  Amon  Bradley  &  Company  and 
remained  in  that  capacity  until  the  firm  was  dissolved.  The  following 
two  years  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  M.  N.  Woodruff  &  Company  whom  he  left  to  become 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Atwater  Manufacturing  Company. 
He  continued  in  this  important  double  capacity  for  29  years. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  a  Baptist  in  creed 
a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Southington.  He  was 
a  Mason  and  served  as  treasurer  of  Friendship  Lodge  No.  33  of 
Southington.  Perhaps  his  strongest  interest  outside  of  his  business 
was  in  education,  being  always  actively  and  closely  identified  with  the 
schools  of  his  town  and  held  many  important  offices  connected  with 
local  education.  At  times  he  was  chairman  of  the  town  school 
committee,  secretary  of  the  school  board  and  trustee  of  the  Lewis 
High  school,  as  well  as  president  of  the  board  of  education.  He  was 
one  of  the  regents  of  the  Lewis  academy.  His  early  career  as  a 
teacher  was  most  successful  and  he  was  a  thorough  educator  in  many 
senses  of  the  word.  He  believed  that  a  good  education,  good  health 
and  work  are  the  essentials  of  success  and  the  pursuit  of  the  three  the 
wisest  and  happiest  use  of  time. 

On  October  9,  1873,  Mr.  Barnes  married  Alice  Barnes  Bradley, 
daughter  of  Amon  Bradley.  She  died  in  1899  leaving  one  son, 
Bradley  II.,  named  for  his  grandfather  and  now  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  community. 
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BRADLEY  HENRY  BARNES 


BRADLEY  HENRY  BARNES,  vice-president  of  the  Atwater 
Manufacturing  Company  of  Plantsville,  Conn.,  has  been  actively 
identified  in  various  capacities  with  that  corporation  for  more  than 
25  years.  He  is  also  a  director  in  various  financial  and  other  indus¬ 
trial  corporations  in  Connecticut.  lie  was  born  January  27,  1883  in 
Southington,  Conn.,  his  father  being  the  late  Norman  Adelbert  Barnes 
one  of  the  most  active  and  progressive  manufacturers  in  t  he  state  and 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Southington.  Ilis  mother  was  Alice  B. 
(Bradley)  Barnes,  his  ancestry  on  both  paternal  and  maternal  side  of 
the  family  dating  back  to  the  year  1600.  Stephen  Barnes  of  the  Gth 
generation  back  settled  in  Branford,  Conn.,  in  the  17th  century. 

Bradley  II.  Barnes  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of 
Southington,  subsequently  taking  a  course  at  Pequod  Business  College 
at  Meriden,  Conn.  After  completing  his  schooling,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Atwater  Manufacturing  Company  at  Southington  in 
1904,  in  the  capacity  of  stenographer  and  office  assistant,  working 
through  the  various  departments  and  mastering  the  details  of  the 
business,  and  being  advanced  from  time  to  time.  He  was  made  vice- 
president  of  the  company  in  1910,  which  position  he  holds  at  the 
present  time.  The  Atwater  Manufacturing  Company  was  organized 
in  1809  with  a  capital  of  $40,000.  In  1923  its  capital  was  increased 
to  $500,000. 

Mr.  Barnes  is  also  identified  with  other  important  interests  being 
a  director  of  the  Southington  Bank  and  Trust  Co.,  trustee  of  the 
Southington  Savings  Bank,  director  the  Southington  Hardware  Co., 
vice-president  and  director  of  Oak  Hill  Cemetery  Association,  trustee 
and  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Hospital  Corporation 
of  Southington. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Southington  club,  having  served  three  years 
as  vice  president,  Southington  Country  club,  National  Geographic 
Society,  Parsons  Golf  club,  City  club  of  Hartford,  being  a  charter 
member  thereof,  and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the 
Automobile  Club  of  Hartford. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  His  recreations  are  golf,  fishing 
and  automobiling.  He  is  a  devotee  of  flower  culture. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  married  October  5,  1910,  to  Miss  Leila  H.  Upson, 
daughter  of  the  late  Frank  R.  Upson  of  Southington,  Conn. 

Residence,  Southington,  Conn.;  summer  home,  “Rockedge”, 
Guilford,  Conn. 
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FRANK  TAYLOR  WHEELER 


FRANK  TAYLOR  WHEELER,  vice-president  of  the  Trumbull 
Electric  Manufacturing  Company  of  Plainville,  Conn.,  with  which 
corporation  he  has  been  associated  since  its  organization  in  1899  and 
actively  identified  in  an  executive  capacity  with  the  great  growth 
and  development  of  their  business,  which  has  progressed  from  a 
humble  beginning  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  into  one  of  the 
largest  concerns  of  its  kind  in  America,  was  born  in  Marion,  Conn., 
July  23,  1874.  He  is  a  son  of  James  Frank  Wheeler,  a  successful 
merchant  of  Plant sville,  and  Sara  Ann  (Taylor)  Wheeler,  who  is  hale 
and  hearty  at  the  age  of  84.  His  ancestry  on  paternal  side  is  English, 
dating  back  to  Moses  Wlieeler  of  Kent,  England,  born  in  1598,  who 
came  to  America  and  located  in  New  Haven  in  1638,  and  later  moved 
to  Stratford,  Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1698  at  the  age  of  100  years. 

The  maternal  ancestry  of  Mr.  Wheeler  is  of  England  stock  for 
many  generations,  the  Taylor  family  arriving  in  the  United  States 
in  1846. 

Frank  Taylor  Wheeler  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Plantsville,  subsequently  taking  a  course  for  two  years  at  Lewis  high 
school  in  Southington.  At  the  age  of  14  he  went  to  work  for  the 
Union  Bag  Company  and  shortly  after  entered  the  employ  of  Peck, 
Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.  at  Plantsville.  From  there  he  went  with  the 
H.  D.  Smith  Company  in  the  capacity  of  office  boy  and  assisted  in 
the  shipping  department.  In  1893  he  became  an  entered  apprentice 
to  the  machinist  trade  with  the  Southington  Hardware  Company, 
where  he  remained  for  a  period  of  six  years,  the  last  three  years  as 
foreman. 

In  1899  in  association  with  two  Trumbull  Brothers  they  organ¬ 
ized  The  Trumbull  Electric  Company,  later  the  Trumbull  Electric 
Manufacturing  Co.,  with  plants  at  Plainville,  Conn.,  and  Trenton, 
New  Jersey,  and  Mr.  Wlieeler  was  chosen  as  vice-president  in  charge 
of  mechanical  and  development  work.  He  has  continuously  filled 
that  position  in  an  able  and  efficient  manner.  Being  a  keen  student 
of  matters  electrical  and  automotive,  he  has  developed  his  mind  along 
that  channel  to  such  a  degree  that  he  is  a  recognized  authority  on 
numerous  electrical  subjects  pertaining  to  that  industry  and  his 
knowledge  of  affairs  as  a  student  led  to  his  selection  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  governors  of  The  Associated  Manufacturers  of  Electrical 
Supplies,  member  of  Electrical  Council,  also  member  of  Standards 
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Committee  of  A.  M.  E.  S.,  and  various  oilier  standardising  c.nnmit- 
tees  and  sub-committees  regulating  standardization  of  ek  ctnca 
equipment,  to  which  work  he  devotes  a  great  deal  of  |>^nne  an 
keenly  enjoys  both  the  labor  required  and  lus  association  with 

colleagues.  much  interested  in  civic  affairs  being  a  director  of 

and  past  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  assessor  for  six 
vears  secretary  of  the  town  plan  commission,  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  revaluation  of  taxable  property  in  lMninvdle,  and  has  been 
foremost  in  movements  for  the  civic  welfare  of  Plainville  during  his 

entir^UmXTfirst  vice-president  of  Plainville  Trust  Co,,  vice- 

president  of  the  Plainville  Water  Co,,  secretary  of  the 

Realty  Co.;  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Masonic  Temple  (  orpo 

rations;  director  of  the  Union  Mfg.  Co.,  New  Britain,  and  an  ollieer 

b  °HiI ^memberships  are:  New  Britain  Club.  Hartford  Club 
Automobile  Club  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  Frcder ick  Lodge  A  ^ 

(of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master)  I  oV 

and  Washington  Commandery  .  ,  Southing- 

Eureka  Lodge  of  Southington,  Shuttle  Meadow  Golf  C  lub,  bmittung 
fon  Country  Club,  Chipanee  Club  of  Bristol.  His  recreations  are 
golfing  and  fishing  in  the  Maine  woods.  In  politics  a  Republican. 

During  the  World  War  he  participated  in  the  various  drive 
being  treasurer  of  most  of  them.  He  was  a  sergeant  in  t  o.  1,  Slate 
National  Guard  of  Conn.,  of  which  Governor  Trumbull  was  captain, 

WlXwas  married  June  17.  1008,  to  Bertha  Munson 
15uell,  and  they  reside  in  Plainville,  Conn. 
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HENRY  TRUMBULL 


HENRY  TRUMBULL,  treasurer  of  the  Trumbull  Electric 
Manufacturing  Company,  Plainville,  Conn.,  for  26  years  prominently 
and  actively  identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of  that 
corporation  in  association  with  his  brother,  the  Governor  of  Connect¬ 
icut,  was  born  January  12,  1875,  at  East  Hartford,  Conn.  He  is  a 
son  of  Hugh  Trumbull,  who  was  an  agriculturist,  and  of  Mary  A. 
(Harper)  Trumbull,  both  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry. 

After  receiving  an  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Plainville, 
he  started  out  in  business  life  with  the  Eddy  Electric  Company  at 
Windsor,  Conn.,  where  he  served  his  apprenticeship  in  the  electrical 
field  with  which  line  he  has  been  connected  during  his  entire  business 
career.  He  next  went  with  the  Crocker-Wheeler  Company,  at 
Ampere,  N.  Y.,  as  journeyman  in  their  motor  building  department, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  and  for  the  next  four  years  was 
connected  with  the  New  England  Engineering  Company  at  Water  - 
bury,  Conn.,  in  construction  work.  Then  with  the  Reynolds  Con¬ 
struction  Company  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  for  two  years  and  in  1899  in 
association  with  his  brother,  started  organizing  the  Trumbull  Electric 
Mfg.  Co.,  at  Plainville.  He  began  in  the  manufacturing  department, 
later  became  secretary  of  the  company  and  then  treasurer,  having 
held  the  latter  position  for  the  last  18  years.  He  is  also  president  of 
the  Plainville  Realty  Company,  a  subsidiary  of  the  Trumbull  Electric 
Mfg.  Co.,  vice-president  of  the  Plainville  Trust  Company,  president 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Agricultural  Society;  vice-president  of  the 
Hartford  County  Farm  Bureau,  and  vice-president  of  National 
Manufacturers  Association. 

Mr.  Trumbull  is  also  a  member  of  the  Plainville  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  serving  as  its  president  for  1926.  He  is  also  president 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  vice-president 
of  the  New  England  Council  which  comprises  12  members  from  each 
state.  He  is  a  32nd  Degree  Mason  and  Shriner,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Farmington  Country  Club,  Shuttle  Meadow  Country  Club  and 
Sachem’s  Head  Yacht  Club. 

Mr.  Trumbull  is  President  of  the  Connecticut  State  Fair  and  is 
actively  engaged  in  farming  operations.  At  Pinnaclerox  farm,  near 
the  village  of  Plainville,  he  maintains  a  herd  of  registered  Jersey  and 
Ayrshire  cattle,  from  which  he  has  developed  a  good  trade  in  quality 
milk  in  the  surrounding  cities.  He  has  emphasized  the  value  of 
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natural  unpasteurized  milk  as  a  food  when  it  is  scrupulously  prepared 
from  healthy  cows  and  delivered  to  customers  in  first  class  condition. 
He  has  shown  that  good  milk  can  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  price  and 
that  the  public  will  pay  enough  to  compensate  for  the  care  and  expense 
needed  to  produce  it. 

lie  maintains  that  when  a  farm  sells  direct  to  the  consumer  milk 
that  is  as  good  as  it  can  be  made,  it  leaves  with  the  purchaser  a  dis¬ 
tinct  impression  of  what  good  milk  is,  and  this  in  turn  leads  to  the 
exacting  of  higher  standards  by  the  public  in  all  milk  that  is  offered 
them  for  sale.  It  also  encourages  other  farmers  to  produce  milk  of 
better  quality  on  account  of  the  higher  price  that  they  can  obtain. 

Herds  of  cattle  such  as  that  at  Pinnaclerox  farm  serves  us  a  source 
of  supply  for  breeding  stock  from  which  commercial  farmers  can  draw 
to  improve  their  own  herds,  and  the  methods  used  on  such  farms  are 
valuable  object  lessons  for  the  farming  and  livestock  breeding  industry. 

Mr.  Trumbull  was  married  October  21,  1903,  to  Miss  Nettie  11. 
Northrop  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  Esther  Trumbull. 

In  politics  he  is  Republican. 

Residence,  Plainville,  Conn.;  summer  home,  Guilford,  Conn. 
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WALTER  P.  SCHWABE 


WALTER  P.  SCHWABE,  president  and  general  manager  of 
the  Northern  Connecticut  Power  Company,  Thompsonville,  has  been 
actively  associated  with  the  electrical  industry  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  during  the  greater  part  of  which  period,  he  has  directed  the 
activities  of  the  above-named  corporation.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York 
City  where  he  was  born  December  20,  1874,  a  son  of  Bernard  H. 
and  Theresa  (Lietzow)  Schwabe,  both  of  German  ancestry. 

Walter  P.  Schwabe  acquired  a  public  school  education  in  New 
York  city  and  New  Jersey  which  was  supplemented  by  early  training 
by  correspondence  courses  and  night  study  at  Cooper  Union  in  New 
York  city,  where  he  specialized  in  electrical  engineering,  light  and 
power  subjects.  Although  keenly  interested  in  that  field  of  endeavor, 
he  did  not  begin  his  business  career  in  that  line.  At  the  age  of  19 
he  went  to  work  with  a  bond  and  stock  brokerage  house,  later  entering 
the  wholesale  commission  firm  of  Oelbermann  and  Dommerich  in 
New  York  city  for  a  period  of  one  year.  In  1893  he  entered  electrical 
work,  beginning  as  apprentice  with  the  Rutherford  Electric  Light 
Company  at  their  central  station,  where  he  acquired  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  various  phases  of  the  business,  working  his  way  up 
to  the  post  of  superintendent  of  that  company,  which  was  later  merged 
with  the  Gas  and  Electric  Company  of  Bergen  County,  New  Jersey, 
when  he  was  made  superintendent  of  the  electric  and  gas  department. 
That  company  was  taken  over  by  The  Public  Service  Corporation  of 
New  Jersey  and  Mr.  Schwabe  was  appointed  superintendent  and 
commercial  agent,  continuing  in  that  office  until  1908,  at  which  time 
he  was  agent  and  district  superintendent.  He  was  also  a  partner  in 
an  electrical  concern  and  served  as  secretary  of  the  board  of  education 
in  East  Rutherford. 

Mr.  Schwabe  moved  to  Windsor  Locks,  Connecticut,  in  1908, 
and  entered  the  service  of  the  Northern  Connecticut  Light  and  Power 
Company  as  general  manager  and  superintendent.  In  1913  he  was 
advanced  to  the  vice  presidency  of  that  corporation  and  in  1925  he 
was  elected  its  president  and  general  manager. 

In  1914  he  was  elected  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Thompsonville  Water  Company,  and  in  1916  was  made  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Stafford  Springs  Aqueduct  Company.  In 
1925  he  was  elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  Connecticut  River  Com¬ 
pany;  all  three  of  these  corporations  and  the  Northern  Connecticut 
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Light  and  Power  Co  were  merged  into  the  Northern  Connecticut 
Power  Company,  April  1,  1926  and  Mr.  Schwabe  was  chosen  president 
of  the  consolidated  organization,  since  which  time  the  expansion  of  the 
business  has  been  continuous,  and,  under  his  able  direction,  the 
revenue  of  the  present  company  is  approximately  twenty  times  the 
income  of  the  original  corporation  of  twenty  years  ago. 

Mr.  Schwabe  is  a  recognized  authority  in  matter  relating  to  the 
electrical  industry  and  has  written  numerous  articles  for  the  Electrical 
World  and  other  publications.  lie  has  been  frequently  called  upon  to 
make  appraisals  of  light  and  power,  railway  and  water  properties,  as 
an  expert  in  those  subjects.  He  has  served  on  committees  selected  by 
the  Connecticut  Public  Utilities  Commission  in  establishing  con¬ 
struction  rules  and  regulations  for  electric  and  water  companies. 

He  is  president  and  director  of  the  Thompsonville  Building  and 
Loan  Association  which  he  organized  in  1916;  a  director  of  the  Wind¬ 
sor  Locks  Building  and  Loan  Association,  a  vice-president  of  State 
League  of  Building  &  Loan  Associations,  state  director  for  the 
Thompsonville  Board  of  Trade  in  the  Connecticut  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce;  director  of  the  Thompsonville  Trust  Company,  director  of  the 
Collateral  Bankers,  Inc.,  of  the  National  Industrial  Bankers,  Inc.,  and 
of  the  National  Bankers  Investing  Corporation  of  New  York  City;  he 
was  vice  president  of  the  New  England  Division  of  the  National 
Electric  light  Association  and  was  its  president,  1926-1927.  He  is 
also  president  of  the  Connecticut  Water  Works  Association;  serving 
for  two  terms  of  1927-1929.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Water 
Association  and  The  New  England  Water  Works  Association  and  in 
1926,  he  organized  and  became  president  of  the  Industrial  Develop¬ 
ment  Corporation  of  Thompsonville,  of  which  he  is  also  a  director. 
He  also  has  membership  in  the  American  Gas  Association,  New  Eng¬ 
land  Gas  Association,  National  Electric  Light  Association,  American 
Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  Academy  of  Political  Science,  New 
York;  and  Hartford  Engineers’  Club. 

Mr.  Schwabe  was  married  November  14,  1900,  to  Miss  Anna 
Orlofski  of  Rutherford,  New  Jersey,  and  they  have  one  son,  Herbert 
R.  Schwabe,  who  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in  Bridgeport. 
The  family  residence  is  at  Enfield. 

In  politics  Mr.  Schwabe  is  a  Republican. 

During  the  World  War  he  was  active  in  Liberty  Loan  campaigns 
and  was  chairman  of  the  town  committee  in  charge  of  the  Soldiers’ 
Welcome  Home  celebration.  He  organized  and  was  first  president 
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of  tlie  Rotary  Club  of  Thompsonville  and  special  representative  in 
organizing  the  Rotary  Club  of  Windsor  Locks  in  1929,  and  was  for 
three  years  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  of  which  he  was  Exalted  Ruler 
at  Rutherford  in  1905,  also  of  the  Springfield  Fish  and  Game  Club,  the 
Calumet  Club  of  Thompsonville  and  Suffield  Country  Club. 

While  outside  interests  constitute  an  even  balance  to  his  intense 
business  activity,  Mr.  Schwabe  is  after  all  first  and  foremost  an 
executive.  Emerson  has  said,  “An  institution  is  but  the  lengthened 
shadow  of  a  man,”  and  this  finds  expression  in  the  life  record  of 
Walter  P.  Schwabe,  who  for  twenty  years  has  been  a  directing  force  in 
The  Northern  Connecticut  Power  Company,  the  development  of 
which  has  been  the  tangible  expression  of  his  plans  and  purposes,  his 
determination,  his  keen  vision,  his  recognition  of  opportunities  and 
his  business  ideals.  He  has  always  recognized  the  good  will  of  the 
public  and  the  loyalty  of  employees  as  the  principal  asset  of  a  public 
utility.  Many  of  the  company’s  customers  and  employees  are  stock¬ 
holders,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  company  is  shared  with  the  cus¬ 
tomers  in  lowered  rates,  and  with  the  employees  in  salary  dividends 
and  other  welfare  plans. 
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WALDO  CALVIN  BRYANT 

WALDO  CALVIN  BRYANT,  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  The  Bryant  Electric  Company,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  was  born  at 
Winchendon,  Massachusetts,  December  17,  1868,  and  after  acquiring 
a  public  school  education  began  learning  the  machinist’s  trade  during 
vacation  periods  when  a  youth  of  14  years.  This  dominated  his 
further  educational  training.  At  16  years  of  age  he  entered  Cushing 
Academy  at  Ashburnham,  Mass.,  preparing  for  Worcester  Polytechnic 
Institute,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1884,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Thomson- 
Houston  Electric  Company  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  in  the  expert  department, 
and  after  one  month  was  transferred  to  Bridgeport  as  assistant  to 
George  Cutter  in  the  operation  of  the  city  electric  light  plant. 

Mr.  Bryant  remained  there  until  the  spring  of  1885,  when  a  local 
company  took  charge  of  the  plant,  and  Air.  Bryant  went  to  Waterbury 
as  a  representative  of  the  Waterbury  Electric  Light  Co.  He  con¬ 
tinued  there  until  October,  1888,  when  lie  went  to  Bridgeport,  and 
established  the  business  of  making  electric  light  supplies  under  the 
name  of  The  Bryant  Electric  Company,  having  invented  the  Bryant 
push  and  pull  sv'itch  during  the  summer  of  1888. 

Its  originator  started  with  a  small  capital,  but  the  business  grew 
and  he  continued  to  manufacture  electrical  supplies  until  July,  1889, 
when  he  incorporated  the  Bryant  Electric  Company  writh  a  capital 
stock  of  $5,000.  The  business  has  grown  very  rapidly,  and  the  plant 
has  been  added  to  year  by  year  until  it  has  assumed  its  present  propor¬ 
tions.  Air.  Bryant  remained  with  the  Company  as  president, 
treasurer  and  general  manager  until  July,  1927,  when  lie  took  the 
position  of  chairman  of  the  board  and  retired  from  the  active  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  business. 

At  the  present  time  The  Bryant  Electric  Company  has  one  of  the 
largest  plants  in  Bridgeport.  It  employs  over  2,000  hands  when 
running  full  and  the  buildings  at  State  and  Organ  streets  are  four 
stories  and  basement,  occupying  nearly  an  entire  city  block  and  having 
a  total  of  500,000  square  feet  of  floor  space.  It  is  the  largest  plant  in 
the  world  devoted  exclusively  to  the  manufacture  of  wiring  devices. 
The  company  has  its  own  offices  in  New  York  city,  Chicago  and  San 
Francisco. 

Mr.  Bryant,  in  addition  to  occupying  the  chairmanship  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  The  Bryant  Electric  Co.,  is  also  a  director  of 
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The  Perkins  Electric  Switch  Mfg.  Co.,  he  is  first  vice  president  and 
trustee  of  the  Bridgeport  Peoples’  Savings  Bank,  a  director  of  the 
hirst  National  Bank  of  Bridgeport,  vice  president  and  director  of  The 
Bead  Chain  Mfg.  Co.,  director  of  The  Siemon  Hard  Rubber  Co., 
Bridgeport  Hydraulic  Co.,  Bridgeport  Brass  Co.,  Bridgeport  Hospital! 
Boys’  club  and  Public  Library  Board. 

On  February  19,  1918,  Mr.  Bryant  was  called  to  the  service  of 
the  war  department  of  the  United  States  government,  as  district  chief 
of  ordnance  for  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  four  counties  in  western 
Massachusetts,  having  charge  of  the  production  of  munitions,  guns, 
etc.  for  that  district. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League  Club  of  New  York,  the 
University  Club  and  Bankers’  Club,  and  New  England  Society  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers, 
of  the  Brooklawn  Country  Club,  the  Country  Club  of  Fairfield,  Fair- 
field  Beach  Club,  the  University  Club,  the  Algonquin  Club,  and  the 
Black  Rock  Yacht  Club  of  Bridgeport,  Contemporary  Club,  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Seniors  Golf  Association,  Inc.,  and  the  Metabetchouan 
Fishing  and  Game  Club  of  Canada. 

In  April,  1887,  Mr.  Bryant  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mass  Ida 
Gerald  of  New  London,  Conn.,  and  they  have  two  children,  Waldo 
Gerald  Bryant  and  Doris  Bryant.  Mr.  Bryant  is  a  Mason,  32nd 
Degree,  a  Republican  in  politics  and  attends  the  Episcopal  church. 

Ills  education  in  the  school  of  experience  he  considers  one  of  his 
most  valuable  assets,  and  he  is  universally  recognized  as  a  man  of 
broad  gauge  and  large  capacity  for  the  successful  conduct  of  big  and 
important  enterprises. 
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HARVEY  IIUBBELL 

HARVEY  IIUBBELL,  late  manufacturer,  inventor,  one  of 
Bridgeport’s  most  honored  and  respected  citizens,  founder  of  Harvey 
Hubbell,  Inc.,  its  executive  head,  and  patentee  of  numerous  electrical 
devices  that  are  in  universal  use  the  world  over,  was  born  December 
20,  1857  in  Brooklyn,  New  York.  He  was  of  a  long  line  of  old  Ameri¬ 
can  ancestry,  the  family  of  Hubbell  being  for  many  generations  very 
prominent  and  active  in  finance,  industry  and  affairs  of  city,  state 
and  nation  since  before  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Harvey  Hubbell  was  a  man  of  genius,  the  builder  of  his  own 
success  and  fortune.  In  his  early  youth  he  evinced  great  interest  in 
mechanics  and  mechanical  devices,  his  mind  and  inclination  directing 
him  to  that  path  of  endeavor  and  he  followed  out  the  idea  with  per¬ 
sistence  that  ultimately  resulted  in  his  becoming  one  of  the  pioneers 
in  the  development  of  the  electrical  industry  for  domestic  and 
industrial  appliances. 

His  early  education  was  received  at  the  Easton  Academy,  at 
Easton  Conn.  Subsequently  he  attended  the  well-known  Eastman’s 
Business  Academy  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  where  he  acquired 
an  excellent  business  training.  At  Cooper  Union  Institute  in  New 
York  city  he  had  a  thorough  technical  schooling  that  was  of  assistance 
to  him  in  developing  his  mind  towards  mechanics  and  electricity. 

Having  a  natural  inclination  for  mechanics,  Harvey  Hubbell 
began  early  in  life  to  put  his  knowledge  into  practical  use  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  train  his  mind  for  manufacturing.  His  first  occupation 
was  in  the  manufacture  and  designing  of  printing  presses,  with  the 
Potter  Printing  Press  Works,  later  with  the  Cranston  Printing  Press 
Co.  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  where  he  acquired  a  practical  experience  in 
the  intricate  details  of  the  making  of  a  printing  press,  which  at  that 
time  was  passing  through  a  revolutionary  period  in  wonderful 
improvements,  progress  and  development.  There  Mr.  Hubbell 
acquired  invaluable  experience  in  the  advancement  of  the  printing 
press  toward  the  high  state  of  efficiency  it  has  attained  at  the  present 
day.  While  Mr.  Hubbell  was  in  Norwich,  he  organized  a  night  school 
where  he  taught  a  class  of  30  boys  mechanical  drawing  for  a  period 
of  two  years. 

Mr.  Ilubbell’s  next  move  was  to  Chester,  Pa.,  where  lie.  associated 
himself  with  the  famous  John  Roach  &  Son,  ship  and  marine  engine 
builders  of  New  York  and  Chester,  Pa.,  who  were  then  engaged  in 
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big  contracts  with  the  United  States  government.  In  these  connec¬ 
tions  Mr.  Hubbell  was  thoroughly  trained  in  the  art  of  handling  tools 
and  also  gained  a  knowledge  of  human  nature  as  applied  to  industrial 
efforts  which  in  later  life  proved  of  great  assistance  to  him  in  the 
conduct  of  his  own  business.  At  this  period  of  his  career,  while 
working  hard  all  day,  his  desire  to  familiarize  himself  with  every 
detail  of  the  lines  along  which  he  was  working,  led  to  the  devotion  of 
his  evenings  to  the  study  of  drafting.  As  a  result,  he  became  proficient 
in  the  theoretical  as  well  as  the  practical  side  of  his  calling. 

Mr.  Hubbell  went  to  Bridgeport  in  the  year  of  1888  and  began 
in  a  small  way  the  manufacture  of  his  inventions.  This  beginning 
led  to  the  necessity  of  his  making  his  own  tools  and  machinery  for 
the  proper  production  of  his  meagre  output  at  that  time.  His  atten¬ 
tion  was  directed  to  the  possibilities  in  the  electrical  industry,  the 
movement  to  commercialize  the  science  being  then  in  its  infancy, 
but  having  advanced  far  enough  to  give  some  idea  of  its  future 
adoption  for  various  uses.  He  thus  became  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
the  electrical  industry,  and  one  of  Connecticut’s  History  Makers. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Hubbell  combined  his  knowledge  of  manu¬ 
facture  with  the  electrical  needs  of  that  period  and  was  off  into  a  new 
field,  keeping  pace  with  the  rapidly  developed  needs  of  the  industry. 
As  electricity  came  into  more  general  use  for  domestic  and  industrial 
appliances,  he  devoted  his  activities  in  that  direction  adding  numerous 
electrical  specialties  to  his  line  of  manufacture.  His  inventions  and 
patents  were  many,  among  them  being  the  universally  used  and 
famous  Hubbell  pull  socket  and  the  Hubbell  interchangeable  attach¬ 
ment  plug.  He  was  also  the  pioneer  in  the  manufacture  of  rolled 
thread  machine  screws  with  automatic  machinery,  and  a  part  of  his 
large  plant  is  devoted  to  this  department  exclusively. 

For  nearly  40  years  actively  Mr.  Hubbell  was  a  spirited  citizen 
of  Bridgeport.  He  was  a  member  of  numerous  associations  and  clubs. 
His  death  came  December  17,  1927. 

During  the  period  of  the  World  war  The  Harvey  Hubbell,  Inc., 
were  actively  engaged  in  important  war  work  supplying  the  United 
States  government  with  screws  and  electrical  appliances  for  aero¬ 
planes. 

Mr.  Hubbell  left  one  son,  Harvey  Hubbell,  Jr.,  who  is  a  worthy 
successor  of  his  father  and  who  is  following  out  his  ideas  in  the 
conduct  of  the  business  of  which  he  is  now  the  executive  head,  devot¬ 
ing  his  exclusive  time  to  the  welfare  of  the  company. 
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WILLIAM  EDWARD  BURNHAM 


WILLIAM  EDWARD  BURNIIAM,  one  of  Bridgeport’s  leading 
manufacturers  and  most  progressive  business  men,  was  born  in  Spring  - 
field,  Massachusetts,  on  November  25,  1856.  He  is  descended  from 
Thomas  Burnham,  who  came  from  England  to  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
in  1635,  and  was  one  of  the  true-blue  Puritans.  On  the  maternal  side 
Mr.  Burnham  is  a  descendant  of  Uri  Ferree,  an  early  settler  of  Spring- 
field,  Massachu setts.  Mr.  Burnham’s  father  was  the  late  Edward 
Goodwin  Burnham,  one  of  Bridgeport’s  prominent  manufacturers, 
who  was  president  of  the  Eaton,  Cole  and  Burnham  Company,  state 
senator  and  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport  board  of  public  works.  His 
wife,  William  E.  Burnham’s  mother,  was  Mary  Ferree,  a  good  woman, 
whose  influence  on  her  son’s  early  life  was  strongly  for  his  good  in 
every  way. 

When  he  was  a  small  boy,  William  E.  Burnham’s  family  settled 
in  Bridgeport.  Early  in  the  course  of  his  education  he  was  sent  to 
Seabury  institute,  at  Saybrook,  Connecticut,  followed  by  a  short  time 
in  the  public  schools  of  Bridgeport,  after  which  he  completed  his 
education  in  a  private  school  where  he  spent  some  six  years.  He  was 
chiefly  interested  in  history  and  mechanics  and  showed  marked 
mechanical  ability.  At  the  age  of  17  he  went  to  work  in  his  father’s 
iron  foundry,  Eaton,  Cole  and  Burnham,  to  learn  this  industry  “from 
the  bottom  up’’.  He  began  as  “handy  man”  and  worked  up  through 
all  the  various  departments.  This  experience  established  habits  ot 
promptness,  thoroughness  and  fidelity  to  his  work. 

Rising  step  by  step  he  attained  to  positions  of  increasing  impor¬ 
tance  and  responsibility  until  he  became  vice-president,  assistant 
treasurer  and  manager.  His  keen  discernment  and  sagacity  were 
invaluable  to  the  corporation  and  became  vital  factors  in  its  rapid 
growth  and  development  into  one  of  the  largest  and  best  known  brass 
and  iron  industries  in  Connecticut.  In  1605  he  sold  out  his  interest 
to  the  Crane  Company  of  Chicago  and  retired  from  active  connection 
with  the  Eaton,  Cole  and  Burnham  Company. 


Since  retiring  Mr.  Burnham  has  been  president  of  the  Pacific 
Iron  Works,  director  of  the  First  National  bank,  director  of  the 
Bridgeport  hospital  and  the  Bridgeport  public  library. 

In  May,  1900,  Mr.  Burnham  was  appointed  park  commissioner, 
serving  seven  years.  In  1908  he  was  elected  delegate  to  the  Repub¬ 
lican  national  convention.  In  1909  he  was  one  of  the  Republican 
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presidential  electors  for  Connecticut  who  helped  cast  the  state’s  vote 
for  Mr.  Taft.  He  has  always  been  a  loyal  Republican  but  never 
an  office  seeker. 

On  June  25,  1925,  Governor  John  H.  Trumbull  appointed  Mr. 
Burnham  a  member  of  the  board  of  apportionment  and  taxation  for  a 
term  of  six  years.  On  July  1,  1925,  Mr.  Burnham  was  elected 
president  of  the  board.  Under  an  act  amending  the  charter  of  the 
city  of  Bridgeport  concerning  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes, 
approved  June  1,  1925,  Mr.  Burnham  and  his  associates  took  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  assessor’s  office  and  the  collector’s  office  and  installed  those 
appointed. 

Mr.  Burnham  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  Ivniglits  Templar, 
Pyramid  Temple  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  the  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Algonquin  club,  all  of  Bridgeport,  and  of  the  Union  League 
club  of  New  Haven  and  the  New  York  Yacht  club.  He  is  found  of 
out-door  life  and  a  devotee  of  such  sports  as  fishing,  driving  and 
various  athletic  recreations.  He  is  an  Episcopalian.  He  is  interested 
in  all  amusements  for  the  public  good  and  is  a  director  of  the  Boy’s 
club  of  Bridgeport. 

On  December  10th,  1884,  Mr.  Burnham  married  Hattie  J.  Kiefer. 
No  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnham.  Their  home 
is  on  Fairfield  avenue,  Bridgeport. 

Mr.  Burnham  bears  an  enviable  reputation  for  integrity,  honor, 
progressive  business  ability  and  good  citizenship.  His  advice  to 
young  men  commands  attention.  He  says:  “Attend  to  your  duties 
closely,  work  hard  for  your  employers  interest.  Don’t  spend  every 
cent  you  earn  but  start  a  nest  egg  of  saving  for  the  future,  be  honest 
and  temperate,  and  above  all  be  self-reliant,  active,  energetic  and  you 
will  succeed.” 
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WILLIAM  JACKSON  GRIPPIN 


WILLIAM  JACKSON  GRIPPIN,  chairman  of  the  board  of  the 
Producto  Machine  Company,  executive  and  director  of  numerous 
other  corporations  and  for  more  than  30  years  prominently  and 
actively  identified  in  industrial  activities  of  Bridgeport,  was  born 
September  19,  1876,  at  Troy,  N.  Y.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  William 
Avery  Grippin  who  was  a  native  of  Corinth,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born 
in  1851,  and  started  to  work  in  iron  malleable  business  in  1869,  later 
becoming  a  leader  in  that  industry  and  at  the  time  of  his  demise  was 
president  of  the  Bridgeport  Malleable  Iron  Company  and  many  others, 
lie  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Baptist  denomination.  His  paternal 
ancestors  were  of  Welsh  and  English  origin.  His  great-grandfather, 
Jabez  Grippin,  lived  in  Hebron,  Connecticut,  and  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  His  ancestry  included  the  names  oi  Gilbert, 
Wells,  Rogers,  Warner  and  other  families  of  prominence.  The  mother 
of  William  Jackson  Grippin  was  a  daughter  of  Stephen  B.  JaeksoL.  and 
Caroline  Stillwell  of  English  ancestry  and  are  reported  to  have 
received  grants  of  land  in  and  around  Manhattan  Island. 


William  Jackson  Grippin  was  educated  at  the  Park  Avenue 
Institute  and  The  High  School  of  Bridgeport,  later  entering  Yale 
University,  graduating  from  Sheffield  Scientific  School  in  1897,  with 
the  degree  of  B.  S.  lie  took  a  special  course  at  A  ale  Law  School,  one 
year,  1897-98.  On  October  4,  1898  started  work  as  office  boy  at  the 
Bridgeport  Malleable  Iron  Company,  subsequently  was  advanced 
to  assistant  superintendent,  superintendent,  treasurer  and  general 
manager.  October  18,  1912  upon  the  organization  of  the  Eastern 
Malleable  Iron  Company  he  was  elected  treasurer  and  director,  later 
general  manager  of  the  Bridgeport  works.  He  resigned  active  duties 
with  that  company  October  31,  1917  and  on  November  1st  associated 
himself  with  the  Bilton  Machine  Tool  Company  as  treasurer.  He 
made  a  large  investment  in  the  stock  of  this  company  owing  to  the  fact 
that  it  gave  him  an  opportunity  for  war  work  and  the  plant  was  soon 
operating  100  per  cent  for  the  government.  During  the  period  after 
the  war,  as  was  the  case  in  many  other  concerns,  they  tound  them¬ 


selves  in  financial  difficulties,  and  in  addition  internal  dissension  arose, 
therefore  he  resigned  in  January,  1922.  After  that  time  the  affairs  of 
the  company  became  worse  and  in  1924  a  receivership  was  impending 
and  as  this  would  result  in  complete  loss  to  stockholders.,  many  of 
whom  had  invested  their  life  savings,  Mr.  Grippin  was  invited  to 
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reorganize  the  business  and  was  elected  chairman  of  the  board.  The 
stock  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  the  president  and  general 
manager  retired,  and  by  the  personal  efforts  of  Mr.  Grippin  and  his 
friends  who  advanced  large  sums  of  money  the  reorganization  became 
effective  and  set  to  work  to  get  results.  New  machines  were  develop¬ 
ed,  credit  re-established,  and  by  August,  1927,  they  had  succeeded  in 
reducing  the  obligations  and  were  going  along  successfully  when  the 
former  president  who  was  also  the  largest  stockholder,  secured  the 
appointment  of  a  receiver  in  the  United  States  courts.  The  proof  that 
the  company  had  been  practically  saved  by  this  time  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  operating  under  the  receiver  there  was  a  profit  for  the  first 
four  months  without  any  change  in  the  organization.  Subsequently, 
in  1928,  the  property  was  sold  at  public  auction  the  sale,  being  widely 
advertised  and  in  order  to  save  themselves  the  creditors  united  and 
formed  the  corporation,  the  Troducto  Machine  Company,  they  bidding 
in  the  property.  The  success  of  the  company  since  that  time  further 
proves  that  the  receivership  was  unnecessary. 

In  April,  1922,  Mr.  Grippin  became  treasurer  and  later  general 
manager  of  the  Artistic  Ilronze  Company,  manufacturers  of  builders’ 
and  refrigerator  hardware.  On  April  3rd,  1928  he  was  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  The  Troducto  Machine  Company,  manufacturers 
of  Producto-matic  milling  machines,  other  machine  tools,  die  sets 
and  grey  iron  castings.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Rustic  Well 
Foundry,  Inc.,  Bridgeport,  the  Eastern  Malleable  Iron  Company, 
Naugatuck,  and  of  the  First  Nat  ional  Bank  of  Bridgeport,  lie  is  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Unquowa  school  and  was  its  first  president. 

During  the  war  he  served  with  Company  I,  Connecticut  State 
Guard.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  University  club,  Brooklawn  Country 
club,  and  the  Rotary  club,  all  of  Bridgeport;  Beach  club  of  Fairfield, 
Yale  club  of  New  York  city.  Lake  Placid  club,  New  York,  and  the 
Mountain  Lake  club,  Florida.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
First  Baptist  church  of  Bridgeport,  Board  of  Managers,  Connecticut 
Baptist  Convention,  Board  of  Managers  American  Baptist  Home 
Mission  Society,  Administrative  Committee  of  Board  of  Missionary 
Cooperation  of  Northern  Baptist  Convention.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican.  His  recreations  are  golf,  motoring,  bowling  and  hikes. 

Mr.  Grippin  was  married  at  Bridgeport,  April  10,  1907  to  Ethel 
lumber,  a  daughter  of  Alfred  lumber,  mining  engineer  and  stock¬ 
broker.  Their  children  by  adoption  are,  Kenneth  Kimber  Grippin 
and  Rosalind  Grippin. 
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GEORGE  CLARKE  EDWARDS 

_,T  u>n,'  umUltDS,  late  vice  president  of  the 
GEORGE  CLARKE  EDWAIU  .  cilizeu  0f  Bridgeport, 

International  Silver  Cot'^  ^Wc  ^plains  of  industry,  i  "’as 
was  one  of  America  s  most  P  fc  •  ^  of  Charles  G.  Edvards,  a 

born  in  Watertown,  Ct..Jum.  ~K  ,  woman  0f  strong  mind  and 

manufacturer,  and  Sarah  M.  1 ■  ■  >  l)ack  lo  j0lm  Edwards, 

admirable  character.  1S  ^  liberal  party  in  England  and 

who  ^  .  .  •  iQQO,  settling  at  Chestnut1!  lilh  near  Bridgeport, 

came  to  America  in  1600,  i  b  Jcscendluit  of  Roderick  the  (.real, 

John  Edwards  is  saul  to  be  ,  j  t  0f  Nathaniel  I’ootc  of 

Of  Wales.  His  mother  was  a  do  ndant  1030; 

Colchester,  England  XalL,  supplemented  hy 

courses  at  the  Watertown  and  chemical  business  in 

of  eighteen  became  a  cluk  ]h7,  he  became  a  partner  m  a 

Waterbnry  at  Apothecaries  .  •  health  forced  him  to  give 

drug  firm  in  Philadelphia  until  18-  “  s  in  travel, 

up  active  business  for  a  time  am  i  j  cngaged  in  tlic 

I»  ,876  Mr.  Edj»d.  r. biw*.  .1 

manufacture  of  wood  alcohol.  k  s  used  both  here  and 

and  careful  mastery  of  the  ongun^^  others  failed  and  to 

abroad,  he  was  able  to  mak  *  d  ,i3  wuste  in  other  forms  of 

utilize  materials  previously  •  rucey  Chemical  Company, 

manufacturing.  He  then  o^-zed  the  Bruccy  ^  ^  ^  ^  a 

(afterwards  moved  to  BrnghoJ  P  ^  alcohol,  consisting  of 

and  efficient  plant  for  the  man  f  ^  became  one  of  the 

jflSS  country  and  Mr.  Edwards  was  its  manager, 

SeCrt^=  -tary  arid  —  f 

Manufacturing  Company  o  ;nterested  in  the  silver  industry  that 
German  silver  and  was  so  mu  controlling  interest  in  the  Rogers 

be,  with  Mr.  Holmes,  purchased  a  cmrtrol^g^^e  }t  ^  Holmes  & 

&  Brittin  Silver  Company  m  P  ^  consumers  pf  the  metals 

Edwards  Silver  Company,  which  a  &  ^  death  of  Col.  Holmes 

produced  by  the  former  company  &  Griggs  Company 

Mr.  Edwards  gave  up  his  po  iti  Holmes  &  Edwards 

and  moved  to  Bridgeport  to  ^  ^  Ucasure,  The  con- 
Silver  Company,  of  which  he  was  pres, den 
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cern  soon  ranked  as  one  of  the  largest  and  most  progressive  of  its  kind 
in  the  world,  making  a  specialty  of  inlaid  and  silver  plated  spoons  and 
forks.  The  company  received  many  diplomas  and  medals,  among 
which  the  government  report  of  the  Columbian  Exhibition  gave  it  the 
highest  award  for  the  most  marked  progress  in  the  art  of  increasing  the 
durability  of  plated  flatware. 

In  1898  Mr.  Edwards  foresaw  the  advantages  to  be  gained  from  a 
consolidation  of  the  different  manufacturers  of  silverware,  and  set 
vigorously  to  work  to  bring  this  about.  As  a  result  of  his  efforts 
seventeen  companies  were  consolidated,  forming  the  International 
Silver  Company,  and  Mr.  Edwards  was  made  its  vice  president. 

Ever  alive  to  scientific  progress  Mr.  Edwards  saw  the  value  of 
weldless  wire  chain  and  in  1887  organized  the  Bridgeport  Chain  Com¬ 
pany,  being  its  president  and  treasurer.  In  1893  Mr.  Edwards  held 
an  exhibit  of  his  machinery  for  weldless  wire  chain  at  the  University 
of  Colleges  in  Liverpool.  So  great  interest  was  manifested  that  an 
English  company  was  formed,  under  the  name  of  the  Weldless  Chain 
Company. 

He  was  also  a  director  in  the  City  National  Bank  of  Bridgeport 
and  a  trustee  of  the  Bridgeport  Savings  Bank.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  city  board  of  apportionment.  He  was  a 
member  of  several  local  clubs,  Republican  in  politics,  junior  warden 
of  the  Trinity-Episcopal  Church,  Bridgeport,  Ct.,  and  Trustee  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 

In  February,  1872,  Mr.  Edwards  married  Ardelia  E.  Holmes, 
daughter  of  Israel  Holmes,  founder  of  the  brass  industry  in  this 
country.  They  were  the  parents  of  one  son,  George  Holmes 
Edwards,  who  was  born  in  1881.  (His  biography  is  published  in  this 
volume.) 

After  a  long  illness,  Mrs.  Edwards  died  at  her  home  in  Bridgeport 
in  the  fall  of  1910.  Some  time  later  Mr.  Edwards  married  Mrs. 
Annie  McNeil  Booth,  widow  of  the  Reverend  Louis  M.  Booth, 
rector  of  Trinity  Church,  Bridgeport.  Shortly  after,  Mr.  Edwards 
underwent  several  operations  and  after  a  long  illness,  died  in  the 
fall  of  1919  at  his  home  in  Bridgeport. 
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GEORGE  HOLMES  EDWARDS 


GEORGE  HOLMES  EDWARDS,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Bridgeport  plant  of  the  International  Silver  Company,  successor 
to  the  Holmes  &  Edwards  Silver  Company.  He  was  born  February 
26,  1881,  in  Binghamton,  New  York,  son  of  the  late  Ge  orge  Clarke 
Edwards  who,  m  association  with  Colonel  C.  E.  B.  Holmes,  uncle  of 
George  H.  Edwards,  founded  the  Holmes  &  Edwards  Silver  Company 
in  1882,  and  was  principally  responsible  for  the  great  growth  and 
development  of  that  corporation.  In  1898,  this  company,  with 
several  other  companies  in  kindred  lines,  combined  under  the  title  of 
the  International  Silver  Company,  which  today  is  one  of  the  largest 


and  most  prominent  in  the  silverware  industry. 

Ardelia  Esther  Holmes  Edwards,  mother  of  George  II.  Edwards, 
descends  from  old  American  ancestry,  originally  from  England.  She 
died  after  a  long  illness  in  1916.  Her  father,  Israel  Holmes  was  a 
pioneer  in  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  brass  industry  in  America. 
Her  maternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Hayden,  was  a  pioneer  cotton 
manufacturer  at  Pawtucket,  It.  I.,  in  1800,  later  engaged  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  cotton  machinery. 

George  Holmes  Edwards  was  educated  in  the  University  School 
of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  subsequently  at  Taft  School,  Wateitown,  Conn., 
entering  the  latter  in  the  fall  of  1898  and  graduating  therefrom  in 
1901.  He  then  entered  Yale  college  and  was  graduated  in  1905 
with  the  degree  of  B.A. 

In  January  1906  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Bridgeport  branch 
of  the  International  Silver  Company,  successor  to  Holmes  &  Edwards 
Silver  Company,  and  for  13  years  had  the  unusual  privilege  of  learning 
and  serving  in  the  business  which  his  father  had  founded  and  was 
directing.  In  March  1917  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Silver  Company.  He  was  appointed  assistant  manager  of 
the  Bridgeport  plant,  in  October,  1919,  and  holds  that  position  at  the 
present  time.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  1  ort  Inglis  terminal  Com¬ 
pany,  a  Florida  corporation. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  University  Club,  Contemporary  Club, 
Rotary  Club,  Brooklawn  Country  Club  of  Bridgeport,  Yale  Club  of 
New  York  City  and  Country  Club  of  Fairfield,  Conn. 

lie  is  prominently  and  actively  identified  with  church  and  civic 
welfare  organizations,  having  served  as  president  of  the  bamily  Wel¬ 
fare  Society,  and  chairman  of  Disaster  Relief  Committee  of  the  local 
Red  Cross.  His  principal  recreations  are  golf  and  foreign  travel. 

|n  politics  ho  is  Republican. 
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He  is  a  descendant  of  John  Edwards  who  emigrated  to  America 
from  England  in  1G90  and  settled  at  Trumbull,  Conn.,  and  John 

Holmes  who  came  from  Beverly,  Yorkshire,  England  in  16G0  and 
settled  in  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  married  April  26,  1910,  to  Cornelia  Clark 
Barker,  daughter  of  Ralph  Barker  (Yale  ’79)  of  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
They  have  one  child,  Cornelia  Esther  Edwards,  born  May  Gth,  191 1’ 
Residence,  27G  Park  Ave.,  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 
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EDWARD  TAYLOR  BUCKINGHAM 


EDWARD  TAYLOR  BUCKINGHAM, .  former  mayor  of 
Bridgeport,  and  a  leading  lawyer  and  Democrat  of  that  city,  is  as 
prominent  in  fraternal  affairs  as  lie  is  in  public  life  and  in  bis  chosen 
profession,  the  law.  He  was  born  in  Metucheu,  Dutchess  County, 
New  Jersey,  on  May  12,  1874  the  son  of  Walter  T.  and  Helen  E. 
Buckingham.  His  father  was  an  accountant  and  a  man  honored  for 
his  honesty,  integrity  and  trustworthiness,  being  at  one  time  city 
clerk  of  Norwalk  and  at  another  time  deputy  collector  of  customs  at 
Bridgeport.  Through  him  Mr.  Buckingham  is  descended  from 
Governor  William  A.  Buckingham,  Connecticut’s  well-remembered 
“War  Governor,”  who  held  that  office  from  1858  to  1800  and  raised 
55,000  troops  from  his  state  without  recourse  to  draft,  greatly  exceed¬ 
ing  the  state’s  quota,  and  who  was  afterwards  United  States  Senator 
from  Connecticut. 

The  first  seven  years  of  Mr.  Buckingham’s  life  were  spent  in  the 
country  and  the  rest  of  his  life  in  Bridgeport.  His  early  home 
influences  wrere  ennobling  and  lasting,  that  of  his  good  mother  being 
especially  strong  on  his  moral  and  spiritual  life.  He  was  equally 
interested  in  books  and  athletics  and  thus  preserved  a  balance  in  his 
intellectual  and  physical  development.  In  boyhood,  as  in  mature 
life,  he  was  well  and  healthy,  and  he  had  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a 
satisfactory  preparation  for  his  life  work  which  he  determined  at  an 
early  age  should  be  the  law  and  public  service  in  political  activities, 
lie  read  history  and  the  biographies  of  public  men  with  great  interest 
and  inspiration.  He  prepared  for  college  at  the  Bridgeport  High 
school,  graduating  in  1891  and  then  entered  Yale  university  where  he 
took  his  B.  A.  degree  in  1895  and  his  LL.B  degree  in  1897. 

In  1898  Edward  Buckingham  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Bridge¬ 
port  and  he  has  maintained  an  unusually  successful  practice  there 
ever  since.  His  career  in  public  life  began  almost  as  soon  as  his 
professional  career  and  has  been  equally  distinguished.  He  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1898  and  again  in  1900.  He  was 
elected  City  Clerk  for  terms  of  two  years  in  1901,  1903,  1905  aud  again 
in  1907.  In  1909  he  wras  elected  to  the  important  office  of  Mayor  of 
Bridgeport.  At  the  1910  Democratic  Convention  in  New  Haven  he 
had  the  honor  of  being  mentioned  as  a  candidate  for  Governor  but  he 
withdrew  his  name  and  seconded  the  nomination  of  Judge  Simeon 
Baldwin,  the  choice  of  the  convention.  He  has  never  shifted  his 
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political  allegiance  from  the  Democratic  party  to  any  other  and  is 
considered  one  of  the  State’s  strongest  Democrats. 

Mr.  Buckingham  has  been  active  in  fraternal  affairs,  being  past 
master  of  St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  3,  F.  and  A.  M.,  Bridgeport,  life 
member  of  the  Bridgeport  Lodge  of  Elks,  member  of  Wowompou 
Tribe,  Improved  Order  of  Bed  Men,  Past  Great  Sachem  of  the  State 
of  the  Bed  Men,  Knights  of  Pythyis.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  Wepawaug  Country  club  of  Milford, 
and  Colonial  Yacht  club  of  New  York.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  Bureau  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  President  of  the 
Bridgeport  Automobile  club.  President  of  the  Yale  association  of 
Fairfield  county,  past  president  of  the  Bridgeport  Kiwanis  club, 
president  of  the  Beciprocity  club,  member  of  the  Executive  council 
Boy  Scouts  and  secretary  of  the  Lawneroft  Cemetery  Association  of 
Bridgeport. 

He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  every  important  civic  movement 
in  Bridgeport  for  many  years. 

On  October  1,  1913,  he  was  appointed  Compensation  Commissioner 
by  Governor  Simeon  E.  Baldwin  and  was  reappointed  successively 
for  terms  of  five  years  by  Governor  Holcomb  and  Governor  Lake, 
holding  that  office  until  December  31,  1927. 

In  November  1928  he  was  elected  as  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport 
Board  of  Education  for  a  term  of  three  years. 

Outdoor  life  and  exercise  are  important  parts  of  Mr.  Bucldng- 
ham’s  daily  life.  He  particularly  enjoys  baseball  and  tennis.  He  is 
a  baseball  player  of  no  little  distinction,  having  pitched  on  various 
teams  since  he  served  on  the  Law  School  teams.  These  include 
several  city  official  teams  in  Bridgeport.  At  tennis  he  is  also  an 
expert,  having  won  many  city  and  state  cups  in  the  past  twelve  years. 

Young  men  are  always  eager  to  hear  the  advice  of  men  who  have 
achieved  success  early  in  life  and  for  this  reason  as  well  as  many 
others  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Buckingham  has  a  strong  appeal.  He  says : 
“Be  moderate  and  temperate,  but  do  not  try  to  be  too  prominent; 
mingle  and  rub  elbows  with  successful  men  and  get  their  ideas. 
Belax  whenever  it  is  possible  and  be  ready  at  all  times  to  listen  to 
reason  and  profit  by  the  experience  of  others.” 

On  June  3,  1903,  Mr.  Buckingham  married  Bessie  Louise  Bussell 
Budau.  Two  sons  have  been  born  of  this  marriage,  Bussell  and 
Edward  T.,  Jr.,  the  latter  still  living  and  graduating  from  Yale  Scien¬ 
tific  School  in  1928,  and  was  manager  of  the  Yale  Band. 


—  200 


•£uii  wJ  m  Mn&OtR** '  »  •>’ 

70011  jG  „  v  oIr J8  9/fJ  !o  if<  nobhsnoo 

»/ 

[  .  )  •  ;  r  C|.  i 


1 


WALDO  GERALD  BRYANT 


WALDO  GERALD  BRYANT,  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
Bead  Chain  Manufacturing  Company  of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut, 
and  actively  identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of  that 
organization  in  an  executive  capacity  since  the  date  of  its  establish¬ 
ment,  July  1,  1914,  was  born  July  30,  1891,  in  Bridgeport.  lie  is  a 
son  of  Waldo  C.  Bryant,  who  is  the  executive  head  of  The  Bryant 
Electric  Company,  a  director  in  many  financial  and  industrial  cor¬ 
porations,  and  one  of  Bridgeport’s  most  respected  and  public  spirited 
citizens.  His  mother,  Ida  (Gerald)  Bryant. 

On  the  paternal  side  the  ancestry  dates  back  to  1GS2,  at  which 
time  the  Bryant  family  emigrated  to  America,  Stephen  Bryant  being 
the  founder  of  the  American  branch  of  the  family  and  a  member  of 
the  Plymouth  Colony  that  located  in  Duxbury,  Mass.,  at  that  time. 
On  the  maternal  side,  the  ancestry  dates  back  from  an  old  line  of  New 
England  ancestry,  many  of  the  Dexter  family  locating  hi  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  plantations  in  pre-Revolutionary  War 
times. 

Waldo  Gerald  Bryant  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Bridgeport,  later  at  Hotchkiss  School,  Lakeville,  Conn.,  prepara¬ 
tory  to  his  entrance  into  Yale  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  on  the  20th  of  June  1914.  Within  a  few  days  of 
his  graduation  he  associated  liimself  with  his  father  and  others  in 
The  Bead  Chain  Manufacturing  Company  which  was  organized 
March  17,  1914,  and  at  that  time  occupied  a  small  frame  building 
adjoining  the  plant  of  the  Bryant  Electric  Company,  which  business 
has  since  been  built  up  to  the  largest  and  most  important  manufac¬ 
turing  concern  of  the  kind  in  America.  Its  product  consists  of  bead 
chains  for  manufacturing  pull  socket  fixtures,  jewelry  and  novelties. 
Air.  Bryant  now  occupies  the  position  of  president  and  treasurer  of 
the  company,  being  in  charge  of  the  business  interests  of  this  pro¬ 
gressive  organization. 

He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Bridgeport  Trust  Company  and  the 
Bridgeport  Airport,  Inc.  January  1,  1929,  he  was  appointed  to 
serve  on  the  board  of  apportionment  and  taxation  of  Bridgeport. 

Air.  Bryant’s  club  affiliations  include  the  Yale  club  of  New 
York;  the  New  York  Yacht  club;  the  Brooklawn  Country  club  of 
Bridgeport;  The  Black  Rock  Yacht  club;  University  club  of  Bridge¬ 
port;  Metabetclionan  Fish  and  Game  club  of  Canada. 
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Ilia  principal  recreations  are  hunting,  fishing,  yachting  and 
golf.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

During  the  period  of  the  World  War  Mr.  Bryant  enlisted  at 
Newport,  R.  I.,  May  1,  1917,  as  quartermaster  of  the  Sd  class  of 
the  United  States  Naval  Reserves.  He  was  stationed  at  New  London 
from  September,  1917  to  January,  1919,  with  the  Board  on  Anti- 
Submarine  Devices,  being  commissioned  December,  1917,  as  ensign. 
He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service,  January  15,  1919,  at  which  time 
he  returned  to  his  duties  with  his  corporation. 

Mr.  Bryant  was  married  October  7,  1919,  in  New  York  City 
to  Miss  Ruth  McCaskey  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  they  have  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Ruth  Ann,  Waldo  Dexter  and  Gerald  Calvin  Bryant.  The 
family  residence  is  at  390  Park  Place,  Bridgeport,  and  his  business 
address  is  110  Mountain  Grove  Street,  Bridgeport. 


202 


/•  »  /  I  i 

■it  TIO r  7“  imoi':  '<  rr  ^v> 

l«‘i  vi  tl  t  .  n  *  *x  t  ju  f  .1. 


OOC  jit  e:  dwwbi^i 

.'10'  '  .  '  ‘‘r  C  Hi  s'  f/oM  0.,  k  «.  iiui  . 


SYLVANUS  DYER  LOCKE 


SYLVANUS  DYER  LOCKE,  one  of  Connecticut’s  most  prom¬ 
inent  and  progressive  industrial  executives,  president  of  The  Locke 
Steel  Chain  Company  of  Bridgeport,  with  which  corporation  he  has 
been  actively  identified  for  nearly  35  years  in  an  executive  capacity, 
was  born  April  6,  1875,  at  Iloosick  Falls,  New  York. 

He  is  a  son  of  S.  D.  Locke  and  Ellen  J.  (Parker)  Locke,  both 
parents  being  of  an  old  line  of  English  ancestry,  dating  back  many 
generations  in  America. 

S.  D.  Locke,  Sr.,  was  a  man  of  many  accomplishments,  a  teacher, 
lawyer,  civil  engineer,  inventor  and  was  county  surveyor  in  Wisconsin. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Wisconsin,  practising  his  profession 
there.  Later  his  inventive  mind  predominated  and  lie  turned  his 
attention  to  the  development  of  grain  binders,  two  of  which  he  per¬ 
fected  and  sold  in  1872,  four  years  in  advance  of  any  other  make. 
He  had  over  two  hundred  patents,  his  latest  one  covering  the  chain 
now  being  manufactured  by  The  Locke  Steel  Chain  Company  of 
Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

Sylvanus  D.  Locke  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  by 
private  tutors,  subsequently  taking  a  course  of  four  years  college 
preparatory  at  Hudson  River  Institute,  a  military  school,  then  enter¬ 
ing  Cornell  University  for  three  years  study  in  mechanical  engineer¬ 
ing. 

He  cut  6hort  his  college  career  to  assist  his  father,  who  was  ill, 
and  remained  with  him  for  three  years.  He  then  devoted  one  year  to 
experimental  work  with  the  New  Y^ork  Central  Railroad.  In  1890, 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  he  left  the  railroad  to  take  up  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  his  father’s  steel  chain  invention  and  in  1897  he  organized 
the  Locke  Steel  Belt  Company,  which  has  been  succeeded  by  The 
Locke  Steel  Chain  Company.  In  May,  1899,  he  started  manufac¬ 
turing  chain  at  the  plant  of  the  American  Tube  and  Stamping  Com¬ 
pany.  In  May  1903,  Mr.  Locke  moved  to  South  Avenue  and  Water 
Street.  In  1914  he  built  the  new  plant  on  Connecticut  Avenue  which 
he  moved  to  in  September  of  that  year. 

Until  a  few  years  ago  the  development  of  the  company  was 
largely  his  work  and  all  the  development  of  the  company’s  product 
and  processes  were  made  by  Mr.  Locke.  So  difficult  were  the 
problems  in  the  early  days,  that  machinery  and  equipment  furnished 
the  McCormick  Harvesting  Machine  Company  under  a  license  was 
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abandoned  after  about  a  year’s  trial.  Similarly,  a  fully  equipped 
plant  in  England  failed  to  operate  after  mucli  instruction,  and  when 
the  parent  companies  experts  were  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Locke  devoted  his  entire  business  time  and  attention  to  his 
duties  as  executive  head  of  the  Locke  Steel  Chain  Company.  He  is 
a  director  of  the  Bridgeport  Airport  and  is  owner  of  the  Scroll  Art 
Company  of  Bridgeport. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Brook- 
lawn  Country  Club,  Algonquin  Club,  Fairfield  Country  Club,  West- 
port  Country  Club,  Norwalk  Country  Club,  Mill  River  Country  Club, 
Cornell  Club  of  New  York,  American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engi¬ 
neers  and  of  Connecticut  Forestry  Association. 
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ALFRED  VICTOR  de  FOREST 


ALFRED  VICTOR  de  FOREST,  research  engineer  of  the 
American  Chain  Company,  Bridgeport,  actively  identified  with  that 
corporation  in  an  engineering  capacity  since  1918,  and  recognized  as 
an  eminent  authority  on  the  use  and  development  of  magnetic 
analysis  in  the  United  States,  author  of  many  papers  and  publications 
on  that  and  other  technical  engineering  subjects,  inventor,  student 
and  teacher  of  metallography  and  magnetic  characteristics  for  the 
past  sixteen  years,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  April  7,  1888.  lie 
is  a  son  of  Lockwood  deForest,  artist,  architect  and  interior  decorator 
of  note,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Santa  Barbara,  California,  and  of 
Meta  (Kemble)  de  Forest. 

Mr.  de  Forest’s  paternal  ancestry  dates  back  several  generations. 
He  is  of  old  American  descent,  many  of  his  forebears  having  been 
prominent  in  civic,  professional  and  industrial  affairs  in  New  Haven. 
Ilis  maternal  ancestors  were  also  of  old  American  stock,  his  grand¬ 
mother  being  a  member  of  the  famous  Dupont  family  of  Wilmington, 
Delaware.  His  uncles,  Henry  W.  de  Forest,  and  Robert  W.  de  Forest, 
are  famous  lawyers  and  prominent  in  civic  affairs  of  New  York  City. 
The  de  Forests  were  also  old  residents  of  Shelton  and  Stratford, 
Connecticut. 


Alfred  Victor  de  Forest  was  educated  at  the  Middlesex  school, 
at  Concord,  Mass.,  later  entering  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology,  graduating  therefrom  in  1912  with  degree  of  B.  S.,  in  Naval 
Architecture  and  Marine  Engineering  His  first  occupation  after 
completing  his  college  career  was  as  draughtsman  with  the  New 
London  Ship  and  Engine  Company,  for  a  period  of  one  year,  after 
which  he  became  an  instructor  in  civil  engineering  at  Princeton 
University  where  he  studied  metallography  with  Prof.  Donald  Smith 
from  September  1913  to  June  1915.  From  November  1915  to  June 
191G  he  was  a  student  of  metallography  with  Prof.  Campbell  at 
Columbia  University.  From  1 91 G  to  1918  he  was  assistant  research 
engineer  of  Remington  Arms  and  U.  M.  C.  Co.,  at  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  and  in  1918  he  associated  himself  with  The  American  Chain 
Company  in  the  capacity  of  research  engineer  and  has  ably  and 
efficiently  filled  that  post  to  the  present  time  with  headquarters  at 
Bridgeport.  Since  1928  he  has  engaged  in  consulting  work  on  prob¬ 
lems  arising  from  the  application  of  magnetic  analysis,  and  in  this 
capacity  is  acting  for  the  Spang  Clialfant  Co.  of  Pittsburg  and  the 
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New  Departure  Co.  of  Bristol  and  the  Fafnir  Bearing  Co.  of  New 
Britain. 

After  several  years  in  the  field  of  industrial  research,  Mr.  de  For¬ 
est  became  a  specialist  in  the  physical  properties  of  steel,  and  has 
made  many  valuable  contributions  to  science.  In  recognition  of  his 
efforts,  the  American  Society  for  Testing  Materials  recently  awarded 
him  the  Charles  B.  Dudley  Medal  for  work  in  this  specialized  field 
and  for  his  paper  “A  Method  of  Graphic  Representation  of  Magnetic 
Characteristics’"  in  which  he  summed  up  his  work  on  magnetic 
properties  of  steel.  The  award  was  made  by  the  unanimous  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  medal  committee  consisting  of  Zay  Jeffries,  P.  J. 
Freeman  and  John  H.  Hall. 

Mr.  de  Forest  is  a  leader  in  the  research  work  of  the  American 
Society  for  Testing  Materials  and  is  secretary  of  their  committee  in 
magnetic  analysis.  He  is  the  author  of  many  technical  publications 
including  one  done  in  1910  for  the  American  Society  for  Testing 
Materials,  “Some  Experiments  in  the  Plastic  Elongation  of  Wire.” 
Others  are:  1918,  “A  Simple  Type  of  Brinell  Testing  Machine”; 
1923,  “A  New  Method  of  Magnetic  Inspection”;  1927,  “A  Method 
of  Graphic  Representation  of  Magnetic  Characteristics.”  For  Amer¬ 
ican  Society  of  Steel  Treating:  1922,  “Magnetic  Testing  of  Small 
Case  Hardened  Chain”;  1923,  “Magnetic  Indications  of  Hardness 
and  Brittleness”;  International  Congress  for  Testing  Materials, 
Amsterdam:  1927,  “Use  and  Development  of  Magnetic  Analysis  in 
the  U.  S.” 

Mr.  de  Forest  has  developed  various  methods  and  instruments 
of  which  he  is  the  inventor  and  patentee.  In  1922  he  developed  a 
magnetic  test  for  case  hardened  steel  which  has  been  in  successful 
use  ever  since.  The  same  method  has  been  applied  to  ball  bearing 
raceways.  In  1920  he  invented  a  graphical  method  and  has  success¬ 
fully  applied  this  to  various  heat-treated  tools  and  forgings. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Society  for  Testing  Materials 
and  served  as  secretary  of  committee  A8  from  1925  to  1928,  a  member 
of  the  American  Society  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  American 
Society  for  Steel  Treating,  a  member  of  National  Arts  Club,  Ilousa- 
tonic  Club,  Pequot  Yacht  Club  and  Delta  Psi. 

Recreation:  Boating. 

Residence:  Southport,  Connecticut. 
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GREGORY  SEELEY  BRYAN 


GREGORY  SEELEY  BRYAN,  president  of  the  Washington 
Supply  Company  of  Washington,  Connecticut,  director  and  executive 
in  other  corporations,  and  for  forty  years  identified  with  financial, 
industrial  and  commercial  interests  in  Connecticut,  was  bom  Decem¬ 
ber  2,  18G8,  in  Washington,  Connecticut,  where  his  father  Richard 
Alexander  Bryan  was  a  prosperous  farmer,  an  honored  and  respected 
citizen  and  a  life  long  resident.  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Seeley)  Bryan, 
mother  of  Gregory  S.  was  a  descendant  of  an  old  New  England 
family.  Gregory  Seeley,  grandfather  of  Gregory  S.  Bryan,  was  one 
of  the  wealthiest  men  and  largest  land  owners  of  Washington,  and 
the  records  of  Litchfield  County  and  Woodbury  show  that  the 
Seeley  family  were  active  in  the  progress  and  affairs  of  that  town 
for  many  generations. 

The  Bryan  ancestry  dates  back  nine  generations  in  America, 
and  is  of  an  old  line  of  English  descent.  The  original  ancestor  in 
America  was  Alexander  Bryan  who  came  over  in  1G85,  and  was  one 
of  six  men  who  first  purchased  the  present  site  of  Milford,  Connecticut, 
from  the  Indians.  This  fact  is  recorded  in  the  original  archives  of 
the  town  of  Milford,  where  the  Bryan  family  were  prominent  for 
several  generations.  Richard  Bryan,  son  of  Alexander,  iater  pur¬ 
chased  the  site  of  the  town  of  Orange  which  he  subsequently  deeded 
to  the  town  of  Milford. 

Gregory  S.  Bryan  was  educated  at  the  Gunnery  School,  Wash¬ 
ington,  Connecticut,  later  at  Harry  Hillman  Academy,  Wilkes  Barre, 
Pa.,  preparatory  to  entering  Harvard  where  he  remained  during  the 
years  1880-7.  After  leaving  college  he  returned  to  Washington, 
Connecticut,  where  he  established  a  coal  and  lumber  business, 
forming  the  partnership  of  Seeley  &  Bryan  with  which  firm  he  was 
active  until  1890  when  he  withdrew  and  went  to  Bridgeport,  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  associated  himself  with  the  Bridgeport  Chain  Company 
as  treasurer  and  manager.  He  has  been  identified  in  an  official 
capacity  with  the  growth  and  development  of  that  corporation  to 
the  present  day,  being  now  vice-president  of  the  company.  In  1909 
the  firm  of  Seeley  &  Bryan  became  the  Washington  Supply  Company 
and  Mr.  Bryan  was  elected  its  president.  They  have  branches 
located  throughout  the  state  of  Connecticut.  He  is  also  a  director 
of  the  Commercial  Bank  and  Trust  Company  and  of  the  American 
Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  Bridgeport. 
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Ilis  club  affiliations  consist  of  membership  in  the  Brooklawn, 
Algonquin  and  University  Club  all  of  Bridgeport;  New  York  Athletic 
Automobile  Club  of  America,  Harvard  Club  of  Connecticut,  Ever¬ 
glades  of  Palm  Beach,  Tunxis  Shooting  and  Fishing  of  Tolland, 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Bryan  is  an  enthusiastic  devotee  of  tennis  and  his  skill  has 
been  frequently  demonstrated  by  a  large  collection  of  trophies  that 
he  has  won  during  his  career  as  a  player.  He  also  likes  golf,  shooting 
and  fishing,  and  is  an  extensive  traveler. 

His  residence  is  at  Washington,  Connecticut,  where  he  main¬ 
tains  a  four  hundred  acre  farm  upon  which  he  raises  thoroughbred 
Holsteins.  This  farm  w\as  an  original  grant  from  the  Indians  and 
has  always  remained  in  the  Bryan  family.  The  grant  wras  originally 
a  square  mile.  He  also  maintains  a  residence  at  the  Hotel  Stratfield, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 
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GEORGE  MAN  SON  EAMES 


GEORGE  MANSON  EAMES,  works  manager  of  Tim  Singer 
Manufacturing  Company  of  Bridgeport,  is  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
the  sewing  machine  industry  having  been  for  more  than  a  half  a 
century  prominently  and  actively  associated  in  the  progress  and 
development  of  that  business,  lie  was  born  January  19,  1859,  in 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a  son  of  Albert  Eames  and  Harriet  A. 
(Ferre)  Eames. 

The  Eames  ancestry  in  America  is  traced  in  direct  paternal  line 
to  Thomas  Eames,  born  in  England,  who  came  to  Massachusetts  not 
later  than  1634.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the  Pequot  war  in  1637,  who 
settled  in  Framingham,  Massachusetts.  During  King  Philip’s  war 
1676,  while  he  was  absent  from  his  home,  Indians  attacked  and  killed 
his  wife,  killed  several  of  his  children  and  carried  others  away  captive. 
He  died,  January  25,  1680. 

Nathaniel  Eames,  one  of  the  children  captured  by  the  Indians, 
later  regained  his  freedom  and  was  one  of  Framingham’s  valued 
citizens  until  his  death,  January  1,  1746.  His  son,  Nathaniel  (2) 
Fames,  was  a  corporal  in  the  Indian  l\ar  in  1725,  served  in  the 
French  and  Indian  War  in  1757,  and  although  seventy-two  years  of 
age  was  a  “minute-man”  at  Concord  and  Lexington,  April  19,  1775. 
He  died  March  13,  1796. 


Nathaniel  (3)  Eames,  son  of  the  Revolutionary  patriot,  was  a 
prosperous  farmer  in  Framingham,  and  also  rendered  Revolutionary 
service.  His  son,  Lovell  Eames,  was  a  substantial  farmer  and  land- 
owner  of  Framingham,  and  was  generous  in  the  gifts  of  land  for 
church  purposes.  He  married  Lucy  Eames,  daughter  of  Henry  (2) 
Fames,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Eames, 
through  his  son,  John  Fames,  and  his  son,  Henry  (1)  Eames. 

Albert  Eames,  son  of  Lovell  and  Lucy  (Eames)  Fames,  was  born 


at  Framingham,  Massachusetts,  March  9,  1811,  died  in  Bridgeport, 
Connecticut,  December  14,  1889.  His  wife  was  Harriet  Avery  leire 
whom  he  married  in  1844.  She  was  a  descendant  of  Ghailes  and 
Sarah  (Ilermon)  Ferre,  early  settlers  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 
The  Ferre  descent  is  traced  through  Charles  Ferre,  the  founder;  his 
son,  John  (1)  Ferre;  his  son,  John  (2)  Ferre;  his  son,  John  (.>)  Ferre; 
his  son,  Solomon  Ferre,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution;  his  son,  Horace 
Ferre,  who  married  Harriet  Avery,  a  descendant  of  Captain  James 
Avery,  of  New  London,  Connecticut;  their  daughter,  Ilaniet  Avery 
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Ferre,  married  Albert  Fames  and  they  are  the  parents  of  George 

George  M.  Eames,  after  receiving  an  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Bridgeport,  started  to  work  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
for  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  Manufacturing  Company  in  Bridgeport! 

eginmng  m  the  foundry  of  the  sewing  machine  factory,  and  after¬ 
wards  passing  through  the  various  departments  where  he  acquired  a 

X'f  fpei;ienc;e  and  knowledge  pertaining  to  manufacturing. 
In  1893,  after  the  death  of  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  the  management  was 
taken  over  by  Samuel  Wheeler,  a  son  of  the  founder,  and  Mr  Eames 
was  made  vice  president  of  the  company,  continuing  in  that  capacity 
until  the  business  was  purchased  by  The  Singer  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  continued  as  one  of  their  many  factories.  Mr.  Eames 
was  appointed  works  manager  which  position  lie  now  holds,  devoting 

his  entire  time  to  his  duties  thereof,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
business  interests. 


Mr.  Eames  is  keenly  interested  in  civic  affairs.  In  1902  he  was 
aP^lnled  a  member  of  the  board  of  park  commissioners  of  the  city 
of  Bridgeport,  and  in  1905  became  president  of  the  board~  which 
position  he  holds  at  the  present  time,  making  continuous  service  on 
this  board  for  twenty-seven  years.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  his 
father,  Albert  Eames,  served  for  22  years  on  the  board  of  park  com¬ 
missioners,  being  a  pioneer,  and  personally  supervising  the  building 
of  Seaside  park  and  also  Beardsley  park,  which  work  has  been 
continued  and  extended  by  his  son. 

In  politics  Mr.  Eames  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Algonquin  club  and  B.P.O.E. 

George  M.  Eames  was  married  in  1880  to  Miss  Helen  A.  Higby 
(  aughter  of  William  R.  Iligby,  banker,  and  to  them  were  born  five 
children:  Charlotte  Eames,  who  was  married  to  George  W.  Ellis, 
they  have  three  children;  Helen  Eames  (twin  to  Martha,  deceased) 
married  Noble  E.  Vincent,  they  have  one  child;  William  Eames, 
deceased,  and  George  Eames,  Jr. 


-  d  :u\t  ojon  ol «  ■'  ' ‘w*  ;'r 

■;  ;!  lido  3UO  w.  ll  V  I*  •  J,‘  '  •’  •  f  ,  ‘ 


AXEL  HILMER  NILSON 


AXEL  IIILMER  NILSON,  founder  of  A.  II.  Nilson  &  Son, 
manufacturers  of  piano  and  organ  hardware,  and  a  prominent  and 
respected  citizen  who  has  been  identified  with  the  industrial  acti  vities 
of  Bridgeport  for  a  period  of  47  years,  was  born  in  Werinland,  Sweden, 
April  2,  1849.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Sweden  and 
his  early  youth  was  spent  as  a  sailor.  He  was  also  trained  in  me¬ 
chanics  before  he  came  to  America  in  1880  with  his  family,  at  the  age 
of  31  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Bridgeport  Organ  Company 
as  a  cabinet  maker.  Two  years  later  he  became  an  engineer  with  the 
Cornwall  &  Patterson  Company,  manufacturers  of  piano  and  organ 
hardware  and  for  four  years  operated  the  automatic  machines  of  the 
factory  and  had  charge  of  the  machine  department  for  six  years. 

In  1892  Mr.  Nilson  opened  a  small  machine  shop  under  the  name 
of  A.  H.  Nilson  &  Son,  featuring  piano  and  organ  hardware.  This 
concern  was  sold  to  Knapp  &  Cowles  Manufacturing  Company,  Mr. 
Nilson  in  charge  of  the  shop.  Three  years  later  the  company  was 
absorbed  by  ‘Cornwall  &  Patterson  Company  and  thereafter  Mr. 
Nelson  entered  the  corset  industry  for  himself,  having  invented 
several  machines  which  were  sold  to  America’s  largest  manufacturers. 
With  James  Coulter  he  organized  the  Automatic  Machine  Company 
of  which  he  was  president  and  general  manager  for  two  years.  In 
1898,  the  business  was  divided  between  the  two  stockholders  and 
moved  to  Stratford  Avenue.  Mr.  Nilson  then  established  the 
A.  II.  Nilson  Machine  Company  in  the  old  Knapp  &  Cowles  building. 
In  1904,  owing  to  business  expansion,  he  erected  a  building  at  Rail¬ 
road  and  Bostwick  Avenues,  and  later  enlarged  the  plant  by  the 
addition  of  three  other  structures,  in  all,  more  than  80,000  square  feet 
of  floor  space.  In  the  upbuilding  of  the  industry,  he  displayed 
business  acumen,  wisdom  and  foresight  as  well  as  the  requisite  admin¬ 
istrative  power.  He  remained  the  active  head  of  the  business  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death  on  December  12, 1927,  at  the  age  of  77  years. 

He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  West  Side  bank  and  was  for  10 
years  vice-president  of  the  Elliott-Cornwall  Manufacturing  Company, 
lie  was  also  treasurer  of  the  Elim  Park  Association,  member  of  the 
Manufacturers’  Association,  Bridgeport  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
was  president  and  treasurer  of  the  General  Machine  and  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company  of  Bridgeport. 

Mr.  Nilson  was  married  in  1875  to  Miss  Augusta  S.  Peterson,  who 
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was  born  at  Norrkoping,  Sweden,  and  still  retains  her  home  in  Bridge¬ 
port,  being  an  officer  of  the  A.  II.  Nilson  Machine  Company.  To  them 
were  born  three  children:  Evir,  who  died  in  Sweden;  William,  who 
passed  away  in  Rochester  in  1907  at  the  age  of  33,  and  Jacob  Nilson, 
who  has  succeeded  the  father  as  executive  head  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Nilson  aided  in  establishing  the  first  Swedish  Baptist  church. 
His  interest  in  civic  welfare  was  keen  and  sincere  and  during  Mayor 
Reynold’s  term  he  served  on  the  board  of  health.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  the  industrial  and  civic  life  of  the  city  of 
Bridgeport  he  filled  an  important  place.  His  admirable  traits  of 
character  and  integrity  winning  for  him  the  enduring  regard  of  all  who 
were  priviledged  to  know  him. 
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JACOB  NILSON 


JACOB  NILSON,  president  and  treasurer  of  A.  •  1  b°'' 

Machine  Company  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  for  33  years  prominent  j 
and  actively  identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of  tins 
company,  was  born  May  15,  1879,  at  Wermland,  bweden,  a  son  o 
A.  II.  Nilson,  the  founder  of  this  company  and  its  piesw nm  1 

time  of  his  demise.  His  mother  was  Augusta  S.  (1  cterso  ) 
both  parents  being  of  Swedish  ancestry. 

,,  ,  Nilson  received  a  public  school  education  in  Bridgeport, 

,n<1  C.t  STS  «1  th"  A.  II.  Nil™,  Mod, mo 

-  .ppoeolteUp  in  which  ho 

various  department, 

promoted  from  time  to  time,  upon  tne  uuui 

Lcame  president  and  treasurer  of  the  company  which  position  he 

S  today,  devoting  his  ..elusive  tun.  We.i 

as  executive  head  of  his  company.  e  is  a  s  Bridgeport  He 

c*  i  i),,nb  .m(i  0f  the  G.  Drouve  Company,  both  ot  Biul0ep  • 

a*-.®-.  » * — * 

the  Greenwich  Colony  club  of  Greenwich,  Conn. 

During  the  World  War  the  A.  H.  Nilson  Maelime  Company 
did  100  per  cent  war  work  for  the  U.S.  Government,  and  Mr.  Nils 
"rt Lipid  in  tl.e  vations  parti.*  drive,  m  In,  connnumty, 

Mr.  Nilson  „„  ma„i«d  on  September  85.  »».  »  M»  Mu *1 
M.  Kullgren  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  they  ate  '  "  h'O  "  ^  ^  ^ 

Su,  ho  i,  0.0  ot  the  most  enetgotio  -*£*-*» 

r  ZZXXZ  oi,  and 

the  respect  accorded  him  is  well  desen  cd. 

In  politics  he  is  Republican. 

Ilis  recreation  is  motoring. 

llis  residence  is  Bridgeport,  Conn;  his  business  at  ness 

1525  Railroad  Avenue,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
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CLARENCE  PECK  BRADLEY 


CLARENCE  PECK  BRADLEY,  president  of  the  Bradley  & 
Hubbard  Mfg.  Company  of  Meriden,  Connecticut,  one  of  tlie  fore¬ 
most  manufacturers  of  metal  fixtures,  in  that  industry,  was  born  July 
9,  18G2,  at  Meriden,  the  son  of  Nathaniel  L.  Bradley  and  Harriet 
(Peck)  Bradley.  On  his  paternal  side  his  ancestry  is  traced  back  to 
the  Hon.  William  C.  Bradley  who  came  from  England  and  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  New  Haven  Colony,  while  through  his  mother 
he  is  a  descendant  of  Deacon  Paul  Peck  who  came  from  England  in 
1035  and  became  one  of  the  founders  of  Hartford  with  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker  in  1630. 

His  father,  Nathaniel  L.  Bradley,  was  one  of  Meriden’s  foremost 
citizens  and  was  identified  with  its  development  and  growth  to  an 
exceptional  degree.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Bradley  & 
Hubbard  Mfg.  Company  in  1852  with  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000  and 
was  its  president  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1915.  After  several 
changes,  the  business  was  organized  as  a  joint  stock  company  in 
1875.  It  has  enjoyed  an  almost  phenomenal  success  and  from  a  small 
concern  employing  six  men  has  grown  to  occupy  an  immense,  modern 
plant,  with  ollices  and  salesrooms  in  Meriden  and  in  the  Fifth  Avenue 
building  at  New  York. 

Nathaniel  Bradley  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  Meriden  and  his  period  of  residence  there 
covers  the  most  important  area  in  the  city’s  growth.  He  occupied 
various  public  ollices  and  served  ably  as  president  of  the  Meriden 
hospital  and  was  always  a  liberal  supporter  of  every  public  enterprise, 
lie  was  among  the  first  to  provide  liberally  for  the  work  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  to  the  erection  of  whose  building  he 
subscribed  generously.  He  was  closely  affiliated  with  the  First 
Congregational  church  and  gave  a  very  largq  sum  toward  the  erection 
of  its  handsome  edifice.  He  also  gave  to  the  Meriden  hospital  its 
original  Nurses’  Home,  which  has  now  outgrown  its  usefulness  and  is 
being  superseded  by  the  Bradley  Memorial  Nurses’  Home,  built  by 
his  son. 

Clarence  P.  Bradley  after  attending  the  public  schools  of  Meriden 
attended  preparatory  school  and  fitted  himself  for  college.  lie 
began  his  business  career  with  the  Bradley  &  Hubbard  Mfg.  Com¬ 
pany  in  their  clerical  department,  working  through  the  various  depart¬ 
ments  until  1885,  at  which  time  he  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  later 
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becoming  assistant  treasurer,  then  to  the  position  of  t  reasurer,  and 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  elected  president  of  the  corpo¬ 
ration,  which  position  he  occupies  at  the  present  time. 

lie  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  board  of  park  commissioners 
by  Mayor  Thomas  L.  Reilly  in  1912,  serving  until  1927  when  he  was 
reappointed  but  declined.  lie  is  a  director  of  the  Meriden  hospital, 
a  member  of  that  institution’s  finance  committee  and  of  its  incorpo¬ 
rators,  and  he  is  a  trustee  of  the  Connecticut  State  School  for  Boys. 
He  is  also  a  director  of  the  First  National  bank  of  Meriden,  the  City 
Savings  bank  and  the  Meriden  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company. 

Ilis  club  memberships  include  the  Home  club  and  the  Highland 
Country  club.  He  has  long  been  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution  and  is  a  32nd  degree  Mason,  Knight  Templar 
and  Shriner.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  He  is  an  attendant  at  the  First  Congregational  church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Bradley’s  gift  to  the  Meriden  hospital,  the  Bradley  Memorial 
Nurses’  Home,  previously  referred  to,  was  formally  dedicated  and 
opened  for  occupancy,  May  10, 1929.  It  modernizes  the  entire  equip¬ 
ment  for  nurses’  training  and  accommodations,  is  handsomely  fur¬ 
nished  and  stands  as  an  imposing  memorial  to  the  Bradley  family. 

During  the  World  War  Air.  Bradley  participated  in  the  various 
activities  of  that  time  and  manifests  a  keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lives. 
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IlOY  CORNWELL  WILCOX 


ROY  CORNWELL  WILCOX,  assistant  secretary  of  the  Inter¬ 


national  Silver  Company,  manager  of  that  company’s  factory  “A”  at 
Meriden,  Connecticut,  and  state  senator  from  the  13th  district,  was 
horn  in  Meriden,  December  24, 1891,  the  son  of  George  Horace  Wilcox 
and  Nettie  Barker  (Curtiss)  Wilcox. 

His  father,  George  Horace  Wilcox,  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  the 
International  Silver  Company,  and  his  grandfather  the  late  Horace 
Cornwell  Wilcox,  was  an  outstanding  figure  in  the  founding  and 
development  of  the  silver  industry  and  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his 
city  and  state,  having  been  mayor  of  Meriden,  a  state  senator  and  a 


builder  in  the  progress  of  the  community. 

The  Wilcox  family,  of  Saxon  origin,  was  seated  at  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  County  Suffolk,  England,  before  the  Norman  conquest, 
the  lineage  being  traced  back  to  the  year  1200  when  the  surname  came 
into  use  as  an  inherited  family  name  as  Wilcox,  Wilcoxson,  Wilcocks 
and  Willcox,  used  interchangeably. 

Coat  of  arms:  Argent,  a  lion  rampant  gules,  on  a  chief  azure,  the 
front  elevation  of  a  fortification  or  Crest:  An  eagle  displayed  proper, 


accompanied  on  the  dexter  side  by  a  rose  and  on  the  sinister  side  by  a 
fleur-de-lis  argent.  Motto:  Fidus  et  audax  (Faithful  and  bold). 

Roy  Cornwell  Wilcox  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Meriden,  the  Hotchkiss  school  at  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  followed  by 
two  years  at  Yale  university.  In  June,  1914,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  International  Silver  Company  in  a  minor  capacity,  learning  the 
details  of  the  business.  In  1919  he  was  made  manager  of  “Factory  A” 
which  comprises  the  plant  formerly  known  as  Barbour  Silvei  Com¬ 
pany.  He  was  elected  a  director  of  the  International  Silver  Company, 
in  1919  and  assistant  secretary  in  1927. 


In  addition  to  his  offices  with  the  International  Silver  Company. 
Mr.  Wilcox  is  also  a  director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Meriden, 
of  the  American  Mills  Company  of  Waterbury,  a  trustee  of  the 
Meriden  Savings  Bank,  a  director  of  the  Connecticut  State  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  director  of  The  Meriden  Hospital. 


In  spite  of  the  demands  made  upon  his  time  by  his  duties  in 
connection  with  the  International  Silver  Company  and  other  business 
affiliations,  Mr.  Wilcox,  although  still  a  young  man  has  made  notable 
progress  in  the  footsteps  of  his  illustrious  grandfather  in  public  service. 
In  1919-20  lie  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  of  Meriden 
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and  was  a  member  of  the  finance  committee  of  the  city  for  the  same 
period;  he  represented  the  13th  district  as  state  senator  in  the  General 
Assembly,  sessions  of  1927-28,  when  he  was  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  fish  and  game  and  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  and  in 
1929-30,  when  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  incorporations, 
the  committee  on  executive  nominations,  the  committee  on  senate 
appointments  and  the  committee  on  fish  and  game.  During  the 
latter  session  he  was  president  pro  tern  of  the  senate. 

Since  1927  Mr.  Wilcox  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  public 
safety  of  Meriden,  police  and  fire  commissioner.  He  is  very  active 
in  the  affairs  of  the  community  and  keenly  interested  in  advancing 
its  welfare. 

During  the  World  war  he  enlisted  in  the  French  army,  April, 
1917,  and  in  October  of  the  same  year  he  entered  the  French  officers’ 
school  at  Meaux,  France,  was  commissioned  in  December  and  with 
the  expeditionary  forces  in  France  took  part  in  nine  major  engage¬ 
ments.  He  was  awarded  the  Croix  de  Guerre  and  the  French 
Volunteer  Medal  and  was  honorably  discharged,  April,  1919  as  first  . 
lieutenant. 

Air.  Wilcox  is  a  member  of  the  Home  club  of  Meriden,  the  High¬ 
land  Country  Club  of  Meriden,  Yale  Club  of  New  York  city,  the 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  Military 
Order  of  Foreign  Wars  and  the  American  Legion. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational  church  of  Meriden; 
his  chief  recreations  are  fishing,  hunting  and  golf  and  he  is  Republican 
in  politics. 

October  20,  1920,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Katherine  Smith,  daughter  of  the  late  Archer  Jerome  Smith  of 
Waterbary .  They  have  one  daughter,  Charlotte  Smith  Wilcox. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  LYON 


WILLIAM  HENRY  LYON,  president  of  Tlie  Charles  Parker 
Company  of  Meriden,  Connecticut,  with  which  corporation  he  has 
been  actively  connected  in  an  official  capacity  for  a  period  of  43  years, 
during  which  time  he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  development 
of  the  business,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  in  America,  is  a 
native  and  life  long  resident  of  Meriden  where  he  was  born  August  11, 
1854. 

He  is  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Harriet  A.  (Snow)  Lyon.  The 
ancestral  record  of  the  Lyon  family  traces  back  for  several  centuries 
in  England  to  Lady  Jane  Stewart,  the  Earls  of  Strathmore  and 
Kingshorne  and  Baron  John  Lyon,  feudal  baron  of  Fortivoit,  who 
was  born  in  Norfolk,  England,  in  1290.  His  grandfather  was  Hum¬ 
phrey  Lyon.  Mr.  Lyon’s  father,  George  W.  Lyon,  was  one  of 
Meriden’s  foremost  citizens.  Coming  from  East  Iladdam,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  when  a  young  man,  he  established  a  contracting  building  busi¬ 
ness  which  grew  with  great  rapidity  and  in  1840  he  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  John  D.  Billard,  the  firm  name  being  Lyon  &  Billard.  This 
concern  became  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  state  and  erected 
many  of  the  more  important  buildings  of  the  time.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Meriden  Malleable  Iron  Works  of  which  he 
was  president  for  many  years  and  he  started  many  oilier  important 
industries  and  enterprises,  among  which  was  the  Meriden  Fire  Insur¬ 
ance  Company. 

William  H.  Lyon  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Meriden 
and  at  an  early  age  entered  on  his  business  career  with  the  Lyon  & 
Billard  Company,  with  which  he  remained  for  13  years.  In  January 
1886,  he  became  identified  with  the  Charles  Parker  Company  as 
assistant  to  Dexter  W.  Parker,  his  brother-in-law,  later  being  advanced 
to  secretary  of  the  company  in  1889.  His  natural  ability  and  close 
application  to  the  business  resulted  in  his  becoming  secretary  and 
treasurer  in  1899  and  president  in  1925,  which  position  he  holds  at  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  Lyon  is  also  president  and  director  of  the  Parker  Clock 
Company,  director  and  treasurer  of  The  Charles  Parker  Company, 
Inc.,  of  New  York,  director  of  E.  W.  Bliss  Company  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  director  of  Columbia  Mills,  Inc.,  of  New  York,  director  of 
Northern  New  York  Power  Company  of  New  York,  director  of  the 
First  National  bank  of  Meriden,  director  of  the  Meriden  Trust  and 
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Safe  Deposit  Company,  and  director  of  the  City  Savings  Bank  of 
Meriden. 

While  his  extensive  business  interests  demand  his  dose  attention 
he  is  interested  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  community  and  has  given 
valuable  service  to  his  native  city.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  board 
of  public  works  of  Meriden  for  five  years  and  was  twice  elected  a 
member  of  the  Republican  State  Central  committee.  lie  is  a  member 
of  the  Home  club  and  Highland  country  club  of  Meriden. 

Mr.  Lyon  was  married  June  2, 1880,  to  Annie  D.  Parker,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Abi  Lewis  (Eddy)  Parker,  Air.  Parker  being  one  of  the 
earliest  manufacturers  of  Meriden  and  founder  of  the  business  which 
Air.  Lyon  now  heads.  One  daughter  was  bom  of  the  union,  Elsie 
Parker  Lyon  now  Airs.  William  E.  Hinsdale. 
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JOHN  LEANDER  BILLARD 


JOHN  LEANDER  BILLARD  was  one  of  Meriden’s  foremost 
citizens,  progressive,  successful  and  a  leader  in  industry  and  finance 
and  actively  associated  with  the  growtli  and  development  of  the  city 
of  Meriden  for  more  than  64  years.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  on 
December  18,  1924,  he  was  an  executive  and  director  in  the  leading 
financial  institutions,  and  public  utilities  corporations  of  the  city, 
lie  was  born  July  18,  1842,  in  Saybrook,  Connecticut,  the  son  of 
John  Denton  Billard  and  Emeline  E.  (Spencer)  Billard.  His  father 
was  one  of  the  leaders  in  Meriden’s  development  during  its  earlier 
years  and  an  honored  and  influential  citizen.  He  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  and  went  to  Meriden  while  a  young  man  in  1847,  where 
he  founded  the  firm  of  Lyon  &  Billard  together  with  George  W.  Lyon. 
This  company,  incorporated  in  1878,  with  Mr.  Billard  as  president, 
grew  with  rapidity  and  Mr.  Billard’s  ability  led  to  extended  connec¬ 
tions  with  leading  business  and  financial  interests  of  the  city.  He 
died  February  1, 1902.  On  maternal  side  of  the  family  John  Leander 
Billard  was  a  great,  great  grandson  of  Samuel  Spencer  of  Westbrook, 
Connecticut,  who  served  as  a  private  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
for  three  years,  enlisting  July  16,  1778,  in  the  Saybrook  Company, 
commanded  by  Captain  Hart. 


Mr.  Billard  was  educated  at  Williston  Seminary,  Easthampton, 
Mass.,  and  began  his  business  career  on  March  18,  1859,  when  he 
entered  the  office  of  Lyon  &  Billard,  consisting  of  a  partnership  of  his 
father  and  George  W.  Lyon,  dealing  in  lumber  and  coal,  as  well  as 
contracting,  they  having  constructed  many  of  the  earlier  homes  and 
public  buildings  in  Meriden  and  vicinity.  The  firm  was  changed  to  a 
corporation  in  1878  and  continued  successful  operation,  and,  upon  the 
death  of  John  D.  Billard,  in  1902,  his  son  succeeded  him  as  president 
continuing  that  office  up  to  the  time  he  disposed  of  his  interest  therein 
in  May,  1923.  He  was  a  director  of  The  Edward  Miller  Company  for 
many  years,  also  of  the  Meriden  Cutlery  Company,  and  was  a  director 
of  the  Second  National  bank  of  New  Haven  and  was  president  of  the 
Meriden  Savings  bank  from  December,  1903,  to  July,  1914,  being  also 
identified  with  numerous  other  interests.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  a  director  of  Meriden  National  bank,  Meriden  Savings  bank, 
Meriden  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company,  Meriden  Gas  Light 
Company,  Meriden  Electric  Light  Company,  Meriden  City  Hospital 
and  Meriden  Cemetery  Association.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Home 


220  — 


oi.  £i  £>:/.;  v  /  hoi 

mi  lUtrff  ■  ^  '  r‘  •  !  •- 

8t.»  tv  ’  O  iUidJ  d  o  HI  io’  jr,I  f  /*  lo 

;'j'  l  ')  >-  :  .‘U  ni  8  ,«  -  >  -X’.IJC  ?S*.V  J>1 

fd  fT)  f^) 

.1-  ■•:  t>i>J  U  ■•’fO 

aiitt  li  hi  a  b^Oflorf  h  *  z  *v 


i 


club  of  Meriden,  and  the  Union  League  club  of  New  York,  and  of  the 
First  Congregational  church  of  Meriden. 

Mr.  Billard  was  married,  May  20,  1808,  in  Meriden  to  Harriet 
Yale  Merriman  who  died  August  22,  1019.  Their  children  were: 
Herbert  Merriman  Billard,  died  October  18,  1902,  Walter  Spe  ncer 
Billard,  died  October  0,  1900,  Annie  Billard  died  in  infancy,  and 
Frederick  Howell  Billard  of  Meriden,  whose  biography  follows. 


FREDERICK  HOWELL  BILLARD,  president  of  the  City 
Savings  bank  of  Meriden,  director  in  numerous  other  financial  and 
industrial  corporations  and  civic  organizations  of  the  city,  is  a  life  long 
resident  of  Meriden  where  he  was  born  October  18,  1873..  He  is  a  son 
of  the  late  John  Leander  Billard,  and  of  Harriet  Yale  Merriman,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  Howell  Merriman. 

Frederick  Howell  Billard,  was  educated  at  St.  Paul’s  school, 
Concord,  New  Hampshire,  preparatory  to  his  entrance  into  Yale 
university  and  Yale  Forest  school. 

After  leaving  college  Mr.  Billard  spent  five  years  in  business  in 
Chicago,  and  in  1901,  he  returned  to  Meriden  and  entered  his  father’s 
business.  In  1909  when  he  graduated  from  the  Yale  Forest  school 
he  engaged  in  forestry  work  in  various  parts  of  the  country  until  1915 
when  he  again  associated  himself  with  The  Lyon  &  Billard  Company 
remaining  there  until  the  business  was  sold  in  1923  when  he  became 
president  of  the  City  Savings  bank  of  Meriden  which  office  he  still 
holds,  he  is  also  a  director  of  the  First  National  bank,  Meriden  Trust 
and  Safe  Deposit  Company,  Manning,  Bowman  and  Company,  The 
Lyon  &  Billard  Company,  Meriden  Lumber  Company,  Meriden 
City  Hospital,  Gaylord  Farm  Sanatorium,  Meriden  Cemetery  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Meriden  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  which  he  is  a  past  presi¬ 
dent,  Meriden  Boy’s  club  and  a  director  of  Connecticut  Forest  and 
Park  Association.  He  is  commissioner  of  Public  Park  Board  of  City 
of  Meriden  and  ex-member  of  the  Meriden  School  board. 

His  club  and  other  affiliations  are:  Home  club,  Highland  Country 
club,  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  No.  9,  Knights  Templar,  Hamilton 
Council  No.  22,  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  Meriden,  and  the  Meta- 
betchouan  Fish  and  Game  club  of  Quebec. 

Mr.  Billard  was  married  February  28,  1917  in  Meriden  to 
Elizabeth  Elverson,  daughter  of  Edward  Elverson,  of  Newark,  N.  J. 
They  reside  on  Allen  avenue,  Meriden.  Business  address,  14  West 
Main  street,  Meriden. 
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REGINALD  PIERCE  TRACY 


REGINALD  PIERCE  TRACY,  president  of  the  Manning 
Bowman  Company  of  Meriden,  and  actively  associated  in  a  sales  and 
executive  capacity  with  that  corporation  since  1919,  was  born  in 
Goshen,  New  York,  June  14,  1885.  Ilis  father,  Joseph  T.  Tracy, 
was  a  teacher,  born  in  Tirumangalam,  British  India,  son  of  an 
American  missionary,  and  was  a  graduate  of  Williams  college,  class 
of  1866.  The  mother  of  R.  P.  Tracy  was  Lucy  Ellen  Pierce. 

Reginald  P.  Tracy  graduated  from  Cornell  university  in  1904 
with  the  degree  of  M.  E.  He  began  his  business  career  as  clerk  with 


the  American  Can  Company,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  remained 
there  1904-1905.  He  next  was  employed  by  the  Berlin  and  Jones 
Envelope  Company  in  New  York,  1905-1906;  his  next  position  was 
with  the  Western  Electric  Company  from  1906  to  1915,  and  for  the 
next  year  he  was  credit  manager  for  Joseph  E.  Greene  Company, 
Boston;  in  1916-1919  he  was  manager  of  the  Lewis  Electric  Supply 
Company  of  Boston.  Mr.  Tracy  associated  himself  with  the  Man¬ 
ning  Bowman  &  Company  at  Meriden,  and  was  their  sales  manager 
from  1919  to  1924,  when  he  was  made  vice-president,  filling  that 
office  for  two  years  and  in  1926,  was  elected  president  of  the  corpo¬ 
ration,  which  position  he  now  ably  fills. 

He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Meriden  National  bank,  Foster 
Merriain  Company,  Home  Finance  Company  and  vice  president  and 
director  of  the  Meriden  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  was  for  three 
years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Taxation  and  Apportionment  of 
Meriden.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational  church,  a 
director  of  the  Meriden  Boy’s  club,  member  of  the  Rotary  club, 
Manhattan  club.  New  York;  Highland  Country  club,  Home  club, 
Meriden.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  His  recreations  are  tennis, 
golf,  hunting  and  fishing. 

Mr.  Tracy  was  married  June  9,  1914,  to  Elizabeth  Brown  Merrill, 
daughter  of  James  Flint  Merrill,  retired,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
William  Merrill  Tracy,  Elizabeth  Tracy  and  Jean  Tracy. 

.  His  residence  is  in  Meriden. 
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CHARLES  M.  GEARING 


CHARLES  M.  GEARING,  manager  of  the  Meriden  division  of 
The  New  Departure  Manufacturing  Company  of  Bristol,  Connecticut, 
is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  that  company.  lie  has  been 
actively  identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of  that  promi¬ 
nent  industry  from  the  time  its  operations,  carried  on  by  another  com¬ 
pany  under  contract,  occupied  a  small  corner  about  18  by  10  feet  with 
a  daily  production  of  about  200  doorbells.  Mr.  Gearing  is  the  only 
man  still  connected  with  the  company  who  was  a  member  of  that 
original  force. 

Air.  Gearing  was  born  May  22,  1873,  at  Bridgeport,  a  son  of  John 
Joseph  Gearing  who  was  a  baker  by  trade  and  a  resident  of  Water- 
bury,  removing  to  Thomaston  while  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a 
small  boy.  His  mother  was  Maria  (Hoelze)  Gearing,  his  ancestry 
on  the  paternal  side  being  Irish  and  on  the  maternal,  German.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Thomaston  and  at  the  age  of  14 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Seth  Thomas  Clock  Company,  where  he 
received  40  cents  a  day  as  his  wages.  With  this  concern  he  gained 
a  varied  experience  in  clock  making  in  many  departments. 

At  the  age  of  17  he  went  to  Bristol  with  the  H.  C.  Thompson 
Clock  Company  which  had  the  contract  for  making  the  movements 
for  New  Departure  door  bells,  and  thus  began  his  first  connection  with 
that  product.  The  following  year  the  New  Departure  company 
began  manufacturing  for  itself  and  Mr.  Gearing  became  its  em¬ 
ployee  as  an  operator  in  finishing  bell  movements.  Later  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Waterbury  Clock  Company  in  the  department 
manufacturing  the  Lewis  perpetual  calendar  which  was  attached  to 
huge  regulator  clocks. 

He  then  returned  to  Bristol  and  again  entered  the  employ  of  the 
New  Departure  company  but  after  a  short  period  went  with  the  E. 
Ingraham  Company  as  an  operator  in  the  movement  finishing 
department,  remaining  there  for  two  years  in  that  capacity  when 
he  was  made  foreman,  a  position  which  he  filled  for  the  next  eight 
years.  He  then  accepted  an  offer  from  the  Dunbar  Spring  Company 
to  become  superintendent  of  that  concern’s  plant,  remaining  there  in 
that  capacity  for  three  years. 

At  that  time  the  New  Departure  company  had  begun  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  the  double  row  ball  bearing  and  was  about  to  extend  its  line, 
and  because  of  Mr.  Gearing’s  long  experience  arid  ability  in  accurate 
manufacture  he  was  engaged  to  assist  in  the  work  of  supervising  the 
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design  of  tools  and  installation  of  machinery  for  the  manufacture 
of  single  row  ball  bearings.  This  business  grew  very  fast  and  Mx. 
Gearing  remained  in  charge  of  the  grinding  and  assembling  depart¬ 
ments  until  1914,  when  he  was  appointed  division  manager  of  the 
company’s  Elmwood  plant,  remaining  there  until  1920.  During  this 
time  the  business  of  that  plant  increased  materially,  necessitating  the 
erection  of  a  concrete  addition  to  the  original  plant.  When  that  work 
was  well  under  way,  Mr.  Gearing  was  sent  to  Meriden  as  manager  of 
that  division  and  took  charge  of  the  completion  of  the  plant  then  in 
course  of  construction  there. 

Upon  its  completion  he  began  operations  with  a  new  organiza¬ 
tion.  About  that  time,  in  1921,  the  period  of  business  depression 
made  itself  felt  at  the  new  plant,  but  in  1923  it  got  well  under  way 


again  and  has  grown  steadily  ever  since,  the  number  of  men  now 
employed  there  being  2,000  and  the  plant  occupying  a  land  area  of 
nine  acres  with  a  floor  area  of  approximately  500,000  square  feet. 
This  has  risen  on  the  site  of  the  old  Meriden  Woolen  Co.  mill  which  was 
rebuilt  and  a  new  plant  added  by  the  New  Departure  Company.  . 

He  is  a  director  in  the  Meriden  National  bank,  The  Meriden 
Lumber  Company,  Meriden  Manufacturers’  Association,  Meriden 


Employers’  Association,  Meriden  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Meriden 
Hospital  and  Meriden  section  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
Engineers.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Meriden  Savings  bank  and  a  member 
of  the  Hartford  Chapter  of  the  American  Society  for  Steel  Treaters, 
The  City  Club  of  Hartford,  Engineers  Club  of  Hartford,  Endee  Club 
of  Bristol,  Wampanoag  Country  Club  of  West  Hartford,  and  a  director 
of  the  Botary  Club  of  Meriden,  Executive  Committee  of  thellomeClub 
of  Meriden,  and  the  board  of  governors  of  the  Highland  Country 
Club  of  Meriden.  He  is  a  32nd  degree  Mason  and  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Directors’  Association  of  Sphinx  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine  of  Hartford  and  a  member  of  Ethan  Lodge,  K.  of  P.  of  Bristol. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gearing  is  a  Republican.  His  favorite  recreation 
is  golf. 

Mr.  Gearing  was  married  December  27,  1899,  to  Miss  Clara 
Louise  Zacher  of  Forestville,  Connecticut,  daughter  of  Morris  and 
Lena  (Miller)  Zacher,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Milton  Leroy  Gear¬ 
ing,  who  is  now  manager  of  the  Elmwood  division  of  The  New  Depar¬ 
ture  Manufacturing  Company,  and  Helene  Edith  Gearing,  who  is  a 


student  at  the  Fairmont  School  for  Girls  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
His  residence  is  at  No,  1  Washington  Heights,  Meriden. 
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ALBERT  WILCOX  SAVAGE 


ALBERT  WILCOX  SAVAGE,  treasurer  of  Manning,  Bowman 
&  Company  of  Meriden,  Connecticut,  was  born  in  Meriden,  June  16, 
1889,  the  son  of  George  Edwin  Savage  and  Charlotte  Preston  (Foster) 
Savage.  He  is  the  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  his  ancestry  being  traced  back  to  John  Savage,  who  settled  in 
Middletown,  Connecticut,  in  1652,  and  who  was  one  of  the  original 
organizers  of  the  First  Congregational  church  of  that  town.  He  is  the 
great,  great  grandson  of  Seth  Savage  who  was  a  corporal  in  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

George  Edwin  Savage,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
was  one  of  Meriden’s  outstanding  business  men.  He  was  born  in 
Berlin,  Connecticut,  February  7,  1851,  the  son  of  Edwin  and  Frances 
Sophia  (Wilcox)  Savage  and  completed  his  education  at  Wesleyan 
Academy,  Wilbraham,  Massachusetts.  He  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Meriden  Britannia  Company  at  the  age  of  17  and  shortly  thereafter 
he  was  given  the  management  of  the  Meriden  sales  rooms  of  that 
company,  which  position  he  held  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
until  prevailed  upon  by  officers  of  the  Meriden  Britannia  Company 
to  take  the  position  of  general  manager  of  Manning,  Bowman  & 
Company.  In  1898  he  was  promoted  to  president  and  treasurer  of 
the  latter  company  and  under  his  direction  it  took  on  remarkable 
growth.  He  retained  the  office  of  president  until  the  company  s 
reorganization  in  1926  when  he  retired  from  active  duty,  assuming  the 
position  of  vice  president  and  treasurer,  which  position  he  held  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  December  2,  1928.  For  many  years  he  was  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  Foster,  Merriam  &  Company  and  of  the  Meriden  Savings  bank. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  director  of  the  Meriden  National 
bank  and  the  Meriden  hospital,  a  trustee  of  the  \.  M.  C.  A.  and  the 
last  surviving  charter  member  of  John  Couch  Branch,  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Home  Club  and  for 
several  years  served  as  trustee  of  the  First  Congregational  church. 

Albert  Wilcox  Savage  attended  the  public  schools  of  Meriden, 
the  Meriden  high  school,  was  graduated  from  the  Hotchkiss  school  in 
1907  and  from  Yale  Sheffield  Scientific  school  in  1910  with  the  degree 
Ph.B.  Immediately  upon  completion  of  his  college  course  Mr. 
Savage  entered  the  employ  of  Manning,  Bowman  &  Company.  In 
October,  1916,  he  was  made  secretary  of  the  company  and  in  February 
1929,  was  elected  treasurer. 
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Mr.  Savage  manifests  a  deep  interest  in  matters  concerning  tlie 
welfare  of  his  native  city.  He  is  an  incorporator  and  a  director  of  tlie 
Meriden  hospital,  a  trustee  and  past  treasurer  of  the  Meriden, 
Y.  M.  C.  A.;  a  director  of  the  Meriden  Boys’  club;  and  a  director  and 
vice  president  of  the  Meriden  Public  Health  and  Visiting  Nurses’ 
association. 

He  is  a  member  and  a  past  [president  of  the  Home  club,  a  member 
of  the  Highland  Country  club,  l he  Itotary  club  and  the  John  Couch 
Branch  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  First  Congregational  church  of  Meriden  ond  in  politics  is  a 
Republican.  Mr.  Savage  is  interested  in  sports  of  all  kinds,  particu¬ 
larly  in  hunting  and  fishing. 

July  1,  1916,  Mr.  Savage  was  married  to  Faye  M.  Immick,  and 
one  child,  Albert  Wilcox  Savage,  Jr.,  was  born  of  this  union  May  24, 
1923.  He  married  his  second  wife,  Flora  S.  Hartenstein,  July  22, 
1925.  The  family  residence  is  at  20  Harvard  avenue,  Meriden. 
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WALTER  WETMORE  HOLMES 

WALTER  WETMORE  HOLMES,  retired  financier  of  Water¬ 
bary,  is  descended  from  a  long  line  of  old  American  ancestry  on  both 
paternal  and  maternal  side,  whose  families  have  been  continua  y 
active  in  finance  and  industry  of  the  state  of  Connecticut.  Israe 
Holmes,  his  father,  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Judd  Holmes  and  Ins  mother, 
Cornelia,  was  a  daughter  of  Israel  Coe.  He  is  a  descendant  of  Jo  n 
Holmes  who  moved  from  Beverly,  England  to  Greenwich,  Connecticut 
in  1C60  and  of  Thomas  Judd  who  came  from  England  in  1634  1  liomas 
Judd  of  the  second  generation  was  one  of  the  committee  of  three  who 
reported  the  advisability  of  a  settlement  at  Mattatuck,  and  was  one 

Walter  Wetmore  Holmes  was  born  at  Waterloo,  Englan  , 
October  13, 1886,  during  his  father’s  temporary  residence  as  agent  for 
the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company  and  later  as  representative  o 
Wheeler  and  Wilson  in  Great  Britain.  The  family  returned  to  W  ater- 
bury  in  1871.  After  a  schooling  in  the  Waterbury  English  and 
Classical  school  and  the  Waterbury  high  school,  at  the  age  of  18  he 
apprenticed  himself  to  the  machinists’  trade,  serving  lus  full  time  and 
at  the  age  of  21  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Housatomc  Brass  Com¬ 
pany  During  the  long  illness  preceding  his  father  s  death  m  1895, 

he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  mechanical  avocation  and  assume. 

financial  responsibilities.  In  1899  he  was  associated  with  his  brother, 
Charles  L.  Holmes  in  the  brokerage  firm  of  C  L.  Holmes  &  Company . 
On  the  retirement  of  his  brother  he  took  Mr.  C.  Sanford  Bull  as  a 

partner  in  the  brokerage  firm  of  Holmes  and  Bull. 

Mr.  Holmes  is  a  member  of  the  stall  of  vertebrate  palaeontology 

of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  New  York  City.  1  h.s 

appointment  was  made  in  recognition  of  his  six  years  vo  untary  work 
for  the  museum  and  for  the  valuable  collections  of  Florida  fossils 
collected  by  him  and  given  to  the  museum.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Waterbury  club,  Waterbury  Country  club,  Ste.  Marguerite  Salmon 
dub,  Mattatuck  Historical  Association,  Patron  of  the  American 
Museum  of  Natural  History  of  New  York  city  member  of  the 
Academy  of  Science,  Philadelphia;  Palaeontological  Society,  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Second  Congrega¬ 
tional  church.  In  polities  he  is  a  Rcpub  lean  H.s  recreations  are 

hunting  fishing,  and  palaeontological  field  work. 

Mr.'  Holmes  was  married  May  5,  1892,  at  Derby  to  Margaret 
Griswold  Torrance,  daughter  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  T  avic  orrante. 
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ROBERT  FOOTE  GRIGGS 

j 

ROBERT  FOOTE  GRIGGS,  late  head  of  The  R.  F.  Griggs 
Company  of  Waterbury,  one  of  Connecticut’s  foremost  investment, 
security  and  brokerage  houses,  was  born  in  Waterbury,  February  22, 
1868,  the  son  of  Henry  Charles  and  Mary  Bassett  (Foote)  Griggs. 
His  death  occurred  in  that  city,  December  18,  1927. 

His  father,  Henry  C.  Griggs,  was  a  prominent  manufacturer, 
banker  and  real  estate  investor  who  did  much  to  advance  the  growth 
and  improvement  of  Waterbury.  With  John  E.  Smith  he  founded 
the  business  which  eventually  resulted  in  the  incorporation  of  The 
Holmes  &  Griggs  Manufacturing  Company  of  New  York  and  The 
Smith  &  Griggs  Company  of  Waterbury,  of  which  he  was  secretary 
and  treasurer  until  he  resigned  in  1875.  He  was  also  president  of  the 
Dime  Savings  bank,  a  director  of  the  Waterbury  National  bank 
and  an  incorporator  of  the  Waterbury  hospital.  He  held  several 
public  offices,  was  nominated  for  mayor  and  represented  his  town 
with  distinction  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1882  and  1884.  He  died 
during  his  term  of  office  much  lamented  throughout  the  state  and  by 
his  fellow  townsmen. 

Robert  F.  Griggs  followed  in  his  father’s  footsteps,  being  identi¬ 
fied  for  many  years  with  Waterbury ’s  industrial,  banking  and 
educational  institutions  and  his  keen  insight  and  knowledge  con¬ 
tributed  largely  to  the  success  of  many  enterprises  of  importance  to 
the  Naugatuck  Valley.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  his  community 
and  enjoyed  the  respect  and  high  regard  of  his  fellow  townsmen  to 
an  exceptional  degree.  He  was  interested  in  all  projects  tending 
toward  the  betterment  of  the  city’s  condition  and  gave  freely  of  his 
time  and  talents. 

He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Waterbury 
and  in  the  Williston  Seminary,  Eastliampton,  Massachusetts,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  the  class  of  1885.  He  entered  Yale  college, 
class  of  1889,  but  left  that  institution  after  his  sophomore  year  to 
enter  the  employ  of  the  Fourth  National  Bank  at  Waterbury,  which 
was  later  amalgamated  with  the  Colonial  Trust  Company.  Two 
’  years  later  he  became  bookkeeper  for  the  Malleable  Iron  Company 
and  in  1893  became  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Matthews  &  Willard 
Company.  In  1903  he  founded  his  own  brokerage  business  under 
the  name  of  Robert  F.  Griggs,  changing  the  firm  name  in  1914  to 
The  R.  F.  Griggs  Company. 
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In  addition  to  being  president,  treasurer  and  direetor  of  this  firm 
he  was  president  and  director  of  the  Waterbary  Savings  Bank; 
member  of  the  executive  committee  and  director  of  the  Colonial 
Trust  Company;  secretary  and  director  of  The  American  Mills 
Company;  director  of  the  Blake  &  Johnson  Company,  of  the  Manu¬ 
facturers  h  oundry  Company,  the  Smith  &  Griggs  Manufacturing 
Company,  the  Waterbary  Buckle  Company,  the  Clark  Brothers 
Bolt  Company  of  Milldale  and  Mitchell  Vane,  Incorporated,  New 
York  City. 

From  1915  to  1927  Mr.  Griggs  was  president  of  the  Waterbury 
Gas  Light  Company.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Waterbury  Club, 
the  Country  Club  of  Waterbury,  and  of  the  Union  League  Club  and 
the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  City.  He  was  affiliated  with  St.  John’s 
Church,  of  which  he  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  vestry. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  St.  Margaret’s 
School  and  for  several  years  served  as  secretary  and  was  also  a  member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Westover  School,  a  director  of  the  Visiting 
Nurses’  Association;  a  member  of  the  Waterbury  Chapter  of.  the 
Red  Cross  and  a  member  of  the  Coast  Commission  for  several  years. 
He  also  belonged  to  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  and  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution.  During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Griggs  took 
an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Red  Cross,  being  at  the  time  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Waterbury  Chapter. 

On  April  11,  1893,  Mr.  Griggs  married  (first)  Charlotte  Hamilton 
Branch,  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  who  died  in  May,  1897.  By  this 
union  was  born  one  child,  a  daughter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
months.  On  February  4,  1902,  Mr.  Griggs  married  (second)  Caroline 
Haring  White,  daughter  of  George  L.  and  Julia  Phelps  (Haring) 
White,  of  Waterbury.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
1.  Haring  White,  graduate  of  Yale  College,  1927,  now  at  Cambridge 
University,  England;  2.  Carolyn  White;  3.  Robert  Foote,  Jr.,  now 
at  Princeton  University. 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  Griggs,  Waterbury  lost  a  citizen  it  could  ill 
afTord  to  spare.  A  Waterbury  newspaper,  commenting  editorially 
upon  his  service  to  his  community,  said: 

“The  passing  of  Robert  F.  Griggs  marks  another  break  of  the 
life  of  Waterbury  with  a  generation  that  in  business  building  and 
civic  spirit  did  able  work  in  the  making  of  the  city.  In  the  financial 
activities  that  constituted  his  principal  elForts,  Mr.  Griggs  won  the 
confidence  of  the  community  by  good  judgment  and  an  integrity  of 
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the  highest  order.  But  he  was  not  content  with  having  done  his 
work  well  there.  His  mind  was  always  alert  to  give  encouragement 
and  substantial  help  to  activities  of  many  kinds  in  behalf  of  com¬ 
munity  welfare.  The  city  is  indebted  to  him  more  especially  for 
the  active  interest  he  took  in  the  work  of  the  Visiting  Nurses’  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  Bed  Cross.  No  one  ever  took  to  Mr.  Griggs  an  appeal 
for  assistance  in  any  good  cause  without  finding  him  willing  to 
co-operate.  His  was  a  pleasing  personality  that  will  be  missed  by  a 
large  number  of  close  friends  and  a  larger  number  who  met  him  only 
in  business  contacts,  but  who  found  these  contacts  always  honorable 
and  friendly.” 
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ROWLEY  WILHELM  PHILLIPS 


ROWLEY  W.  PHILLIPS,  financier,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  The  R.  F.  Griggs  Compai  iy,  investment  bankers  of  Waterbury, 
director  in  numerous  financial  and  industrial  corporations  and  for 
eighteen  years  associated  with  leading  banking  and  investment 
houses,  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  November  28,  1890.  His 
father  Lewis  Rowley  Phillips  was  born  in  Jamaica,  British  West 
Indies,  August  31,  1867  and  died  in  New  York  City  February  7,  1928. 
He  had  been  engaged  in  the  wholesale  dry  goods  business  in  New 
York  during  liis  entire  business  career.  Elizabeth  Frances  Smith 
Phillips,  mother  of  Rowley  Phillips,  is  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  born 
October  22,  1867.  Rowley  W.  Phillips  is  the  oldest  of  six  children 
his  brother,  Francis  T.  Phillips  being  associated  with  him  in  business 
in  Waterbury.  The  ancestry  on  the  paternal  side  is  English,  the 
Phillips  family  having  lived  in  Jamaica  for  about  one  hundred  years 
and  during  that  period  had  all  been  educated  in  England.  On  the 
maternal  side,  the  Smiths  were  of  Colonial  New  England  ancestry, 
grandfather  Andrew  A.  Smith,  born  in  Berlin,  Connecticut  in  1817, 
the  grandson  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  Smith  of  General  Washington’s  staff. 
Mother’s  maternal  grandfather,  Frederick  Wilhelm  of  German 
ancestry,  married  into  the  North  family  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  has 
resided  most  of  his  life. 

Rowley  W.  Phillips  was  educated  at  the  Adelplii  Academy, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  finishing  there  in  1908. 

After  one  year’s  experience  in  the  wholesale  dry  goods  business 
in  New  York,  he  entered  the  financial  field,  his  first  position  being 
with  the  banking  house  of  Mackay  &  Company  in  New  York  in  1910. 
Two  years  later  he  came  to  Connecticut  as  representative  of  the  bank¬ 
ing  house  of  Baker,  Ayling  &  Co.  of  Boston.  In  1915  he  associated 
himself  with  Robert  F.  Griggs  of  Waterbury,  brokers,  investment 
bankers,  and  dealers  in  securities,  and  was  made  secretary  and  a 
director  of  The  R.  F.  Griggs  Company  in  1916.  Upon  the  death  of 
Mr.  Griggs  in  1927,  he  was  elected  vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the 
company;  and  in  1928,  became  chairman  and  general  manager.  The 
new  home  of  The  R.  F.  Griggs  Company  was  opened  in  1929  at  50 
Leavenworth  Street.  The  building  from  an  architectural  standpoint, 
interior  arrangements  and  modern  facilities  of  an  up  to  date  banking 
house  is  second  to  none  in  the  state.  It  is  an  imposing  and  attractive 
structure  and  a  credit  to  Waterbury.  Work  was  begun  in  April  1928 
and  within  one  year  was  ready  for  occupancy. 
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In  1927  Mr.  Phillips  was  elected  president  and  a  director  of  the 
Waterbury  Gas  Light  Company.  He  is  also  secretary  and  director 
of  the  Beardsley  &  Wolcott  Mfg.  Co.,  director  of  the  Colonial  Trust 
Co.  of  Waterbury,  director  and  member  of  executive  committee  of 
McKesson  &  Bobbins  Inc.  of  Maryland,  director,  McKesson  & 
Robbins,  Inc.  of  Connecticut,  McKesson  &  Robbins,  Ltd.  of  Canada, 
Bigelow  Company  of  New  Haven,  Clark  Brothers  Bolt  Company  of 
Southington,  Bridgeport  Brass  Company,  Automatic  Machine  Com¬ 
pany,  Claude  Neon  Company  of  Connecticut,  T.  A.  D.  Jones  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  Haven,  Beacon  Valley  Silver  Fox  Co.,  Brunner  Engineer¬ 
ing  Company  of  New  York,  and  is  executor  and  trustee  of  the  Estate 
of  F.  J.  Kingsbury,  New  Haven. 

During  the  World  War  he  was  vice-chairman  of  the  Liberty  Loan 
Committee,  Waterbury  1917-1918,  also  for  Western  Connecticut  for 
the  same  period.  He  served  in  the  State  Guard  of  Connecticut 
1917-1918.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Waterbury  Club,  Country  Club  of 
Waterbury,  St.  Nicholas  Club  of  New  York,  Black  Rock  Yacht  Club 
of  Bridgeport,  Watertown  Riding  Club,  Quinnipiaek  Club  of  New 
Haven,  Knickerbocker  Whist  Club,  New  York,  Manufacturers’  Club 
Ansonia,  Liberty  Lodge  F.  &  A.  M.  Waterbury,  and  is  a  member  of  St. 
John’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  Waterbury. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Recreations  are  golf,  bridge, 

boating  and  motoring. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  married  September  30,  1914  at  Grove  Beach, 
Westbrook,  Conn,  to  Harriette  Staples  Wheeler,  a  daughter  of  Arthur 
Martin  Wheeler,  Professor  of  History,  Yale  University;  and  to  them 
were  born  four  children,  Harriette  Wheeler  Phillips,  1915,  Elizabeth 
Rowley  Phillips,  1917,  Jean  Knight  Phillips  1922,  and  Barbara  1925. 

Residence,  112  Prospect  Street,  Waterbury. 
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ALFRED  LUCIUS  HART 


ALFRED  LUCIUS  HART,  president  of  the  R.  F.  Griggs  Com¬ 
pany,  brokers  and  investment  bankers  of  Waterbury,  was  born  in  that 
city,  December  10,  1880,  the  son  of  Jay  Iliscox  Hart  and  Bertha 
(Platt)  Hart,  thus  being  a  descendant  on  both  sides  from  families  of 
old  New  England  ancestry  prominently  identified  with  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  finance  and  industry  in  Waterbury  and  other  cities. 

On  the  paternal  side  the  ancestry  is  traced  back  to  Deacon 
Stephen  Hart  who,  coming  from  Essex  county,  England,  in  1632, 
became  a  resident  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  colony  and  one  of  the 
54  original  settlers  of  Cambridge.  The  line  is  traced  down  through 
Captain  John  Hart,  Deacon  John  Hart  and  Solomon  Hart,  the  first 
settler  of  Hartsville,  Massachusetts,  after  whom  the  town  is  named, 
Alfred  Hart  and  Jay  Iliscox  Hart,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Jay  Iliscox  Hart,  the  youngest  of  four  children  of  Alfred  Hart, 
was  born  December  11,  1847,  at  Hartsville  and  spent  his  life  on  his 
father’s  farm  there  until  he  was  15  years  of  age.  He  supplemented 
his  early  education  acquired  in  the  schools  of  Hartsville,  by  study  in 
the  Berkshire  Institute  and  later  traveled  extensively  all  over  New 
England  as  an  agent  of  the  Adams  Express  Company. 

In  1860  he  came  to  Waterbury  as  freight  master,  soon  entering 
the  employ  of  the  Plume  &  Atwood  Manufacturing  Company  and 
later  going  to  A.  Platt  &  Sons,  button  manufacturers.  In  1876  when 
that  business  was  incorporated  as  Platt  Brothers  &  Company,  Mr. 
Hart  became  a  director  and  also  secretary  of  the  Patent  Button  Com¬ 
pany.  He  thus  became  actively  identified  with  one  of  the  most 
important  manufacturing  industries  of  Waterbury  and  took  an  active 
part  in  its  management,  development  and  control  until  the  time  of  his 
death  in  December  1919.  He  was  also  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  city, 
holding  many  important  offices  and  taking  an  important  part  in  the 
work  which  resulted  in  the  building  of  the  Wigwam  reservoir  at  an 
investment  of  three-quarters  of  a  million  dollars. 

Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  Iliscox  Hart:  Amy 
Louise,  Bertha  M.,  Lewis  Jay,  Alfred  Lucius,  Ruth  Spencer,  Dorothy 
and  Howard  Platt. 

Alfred  L.  Hart  received  a  public  school  education  in  Waterbury, 
supplemented  by  a  course  at  Taft  School,  Watertown,  Conn.,  and  at 
Yale  College,  being  graduated  therefrom  in  1903  with  degree  of  A.  B. 
In  1903  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Century  Company  of  New  York 
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city  in  the  advertising  department,  remaining  there  for  three  years. 
Ilis  next  position  was  with  the  Yachting  magazine,  New  York  city, 
in  the  advertising  department  for  one  year.  In  1908  he  entered  the 
employ  of  The  R.  F.  Griggs  Company,  Waterbury,  Conn.,  investment 
brokers,  to  learn  the  business  from  all  angles,  being  promoted  from 
time  to  time  to  various  executive  positions.  Upon  the  death  of  R.  F. 
Griggs  in  1928,  he  became  president  which  position  he  fills  today, 
devoting  his  exclusive  time  and  attention  to  his  duties  as  executive 
head  of  his  company.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Patent  Button  Company 
and  a  director  of  the  Waterbury  Clock  Company  and  of  the  Waterbury 
National  Bank. 

During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Hart  served  in  naval  aviation,  being 
stationed  at  the  Great  Lakes  and  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  first  as  chief  quarter¬ 
master,  later  on  being  advanced  to  Ensign. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Waterbury  Club,  the  Country  Club  of 
Waterbury,  Preston  Mountain  Club  of  Connecticut,  Graduates  Club 
of  New  Haven,  Yale  Club  of  New  York  City,  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  a  member  of  the  Vestry  of  St.  John’s  Church,  and  while  at 
Yale  University  was  a  Zeta  Tsi  members. 

Mr.  Hart  was  married  on  October  8,  1918,  to  Miss  Anne  Chase, 
third  daughter  of  Henry  Sabin  Chase  of  Waterbury;  they  are  the 
proud  parents  of  four  children:  Susanne  Chase,  Thomas  Morton, 
Constance  Lewis,  and  Peter  Murray. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  His  recreations  are  general  out¬ 
door  sports. 

Residence,  Waterbury,  Conn. 

Summer  home,  Madison,  Conn. 

Business  address,  50  Leavenworth  St.,  Waterbury,  Conn. 
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PEARL  JULIUS  SKILTON 


PEARL  JULIUS  SKILTON,  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the 
R.  F.  Griggs  Company,  investment  brokers  in  high  grade  securities, 
Waterbury,  has  been  actively  associated  with  that  successful  corpo¬ 
ration  for  more  than  26  years.  Beginning  in  a  minor  capacity,  he  has 
by  his  ability  and  knowledge  of  finance  and  securities,  advanced 
himself  to  an  exeeutive  office  with  the  company.  Mr.  Skilton  was 
born  January  17,  1883,  in  Watertown,  a  son  of  Julius  James  Skilton, 
a  farmer,  and  of  Jane  Lois  (Barnes)  Skilton.  He  is  of  the  seventh 
generation  dating  back  to  colonial  times  in  America,  and  to  (1)  John 
Skilton  of  Coventry,  England;  (2)  Dr.  Henry  Skilton,  who  served 
in  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution,  born  1718,  died  1802;  (3) 
Avery  Skilton,  born  1748,  died  1832;  (4)  James  Skilton,  born  1777, 
died  1848;  (5)  Henry  Bennett  Skilton,  born  1806,  died  1894;  (G) 
Julius  James  Skilton,  father  of  Pearl  J.  Skilton,  born  1836,  died  1920. 
The  maternal  ancestors:  (1)  Thomas  Barnes;  (2)  Benjamin  Barnes; 
(3)  John  Barnes;  (4)  Jonathan  Barnes;  (5)  Merritt  Barnes;  (6)  George 
II.  Barnes,  who  was  the  father  of  Jane  Lois  Barnes. 

Pearl  Julius  Skilton,  after  his  graduation  from  the  Watertown 
High  school,  entered  the  employ  of  the  Matthews  and  Willard  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  Waterbury,  of  which  the  late  Robert  F.  Griggs 
was  the  executive,  and  remained  there  from  1901  to  1903  in  the  office 
as  a  clerk.  In  July,  1903,  he  associated  himself  wdth  the  investment 
securities  and  brokerage  business  of  Robert  F.  Griggs,  was  made  sec¬ 
retary,  assistant  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  company,  which  offices 
he  ably  filled  from  1915  until  1928,  when  he  was  elected  vice  presi¬ 
dent.  He  is  treasurer  of  Fire  District  and  member  of  the  Republican 
Town  Committee  of  Watertown,  and  has  been  activeuin  civic,  social 
and  fraternal  affairs  there  for  many  years.  He  is  a  trustee  of  Town¬ 
send  Lodge,  No.  89, 1.  O.  O.  F.  of  Waterbury,  member  Federal  Lodge, 
No.  17,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Watertown,  Granite  Chapter,  No.  36,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  Thomaston;  Clark  Commandery,  No.  7,  Knights 
Templar,  Lafayette  Consistory,  Scottish  Rite,  32nd  degree,  Bridge¬ 
port;  Sphinx  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  Hartford;  Mattatuck  Historical 
Society, Waterbury  club,  Rotary  club,  Waterbury;  Sons  of  American 
Revolution,  Watertown  Golf  club.  He  is  treasurer  and  a  trustee  of 
the  Watertown  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Skilton  was  married  June  14, 
1905,  at  Waterbury  to  Helen  Maude  Gillette,  daughter  of  George 
Henry  Gillette  and  Mattie  Bradshaw  (Smith)  Gillette. 
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FRANCIS  THEODORE  PHILLIPS 


FRANCIS  THEODORE  PHILLIPS,  treasurer  of  the  R.  F. 
Griggs  Company,  investment  bankers  of  Waterbury,  and  one  of  the 
group  of  younger  men  attaining  positions  of  prominence  in  the 
financial  field  of  Connecticut,  was  born  June  4,  1892,  at  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  the  son  of  Lewis  Rowley  and  Elizabeth  Frances  (Smith) 
Phillips.  His  father  was  a  successful  wholesale  dry  goods  merchant 
in  New  York  City  during  his  entire  business  career,  was  bom  in 
Jamaica,  B.  W.  I.,  and  was  descended  from  an  old  English  family 
established  in  Jamaica  for  more  than  one  hundred  years,  its  members 
receiving  their  education  in  England.  His  death  occurred  in  New 
York  City,  February  7,  1928.  Mr.  Phillips’  mother  was  the  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Andrew  A.  Smith,  born  in  Berlin,  Connecticut,  in  1817,  a 
descendant  of  Captain  Ebenezer  Smith,  a  member  of  General  Wash¬ 
ington’s  staff.  Her  maternal  grandfather  was  Frederick  Wilhelm,  of 
German  ancestry,  who  married  into  the  North  family  of  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  Phillips  attended  Adelplii  Academy  and  the  Boys’  High  school 
of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  was  graduated  from  Princeton  university 
with  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science,  in  1913.  His  first  occupation  was 
with  F.  S.  Smithers  &  Company,  members  of  the  New  York  Stock  Ex¬ 
change,  from  October,  1913,  to  January,  1916.  In  February  of  1916 
he  joined  the  R.  F.  Griggs  Company  and  is  now  its  treasurer  and 
a  director.  During  the  World  war  he  served  from  August,  1917,  to 


January,  1919,  being  commissioned  as  first  lieutenant,  F.  A.  R.  G.,  in 
November,  1917,  and  captain,  F.  A.,  in  August,  1918.  He  served  in 
the  United  States  army  at  various  camps  and  at  the  time  of  his 
discharge  was  acting  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  3id  regiment,  1.  A. 
R.  IX,  at  Camp  Zachary  Taylor,  Louisville,  Kentucky.  He  is  a 
member  and  treasurer  of  the  Country  club  of  Waterbury,  a  membei 
of  the  University  Club  of  Waterbury,  Waterbury  club',  New  Haven 
Yacht  club,  the  Princeton  club  of  New  York,  the  Nassau  club,  Dial 
lodge  of  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  Liberty  lodge  of  Waterbury. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  Episcopalian  church  and  in  politics  is  a 

Republican. 

December  1,  1917,  Mr.  Phillips  married  Ruth  H.  Johnston, 
daughter  of  Charles  L.  Johnston,  a  retired  physician  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  and  they  have  three  children:  Francis  T.,  Jr.;  Charles  R. 
and  Ruth  Elizabeth.  The  family  residence  is  at  30  Hewlett  street, 

Waterbury. 
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WILLIAM  RICE  SMITH 


WILLIAM  RICE  SMITH,  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Lane  Construction  Corporation  of  Meriden,  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  successful  contracting  organizations  in  the  state,  with  which 
corporation  he  has  been  actively  associated  in  an  executive  capacity 
for  27  years,  during  that  period  being  an  important  factor  in  its 
progress  and  development,  was  born  in  North  Haven,  Connecticut, 
October  17,  1867.  He  is  a  son  of  J.  Boardman  Smith  who  was  a 
manufacturer  of  carriage  woodwork,  and  later  member  of  the  firm 
of  the  New  Haven  Window  Shade  Company,  and  of  Emily  A.  (Rice) 
Smith.  The  ancestry  on  both  paternal  and  maternal  sides  of  the 
family  were  of  good  old  colonial  stock,  tracing  back  to  the  time  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  prominent  in  affairs  of  the  state  to  the 
present  time. 

William  Rice  Smith  was  educated  in  the  North  Haven  Private 
school,  subsequently  being  graduated  from  Hillhouse  high  school, 
New  Haven.  His  first  occupation  was  with  the  New  Haven  Window 

_  t> 

Shade  Company  in  1886,  next  with  W.  R.  Smith  and  Company,  of 
which  he  was  the  owner,  dealing  in  carpets.  In  1895  he  entered  the 
stone  business  as  superintendent  of  the  Weehawken  New  Jersey 
Quarry  of  John  S.  Lane  &  Son.  In  1902  he  became  general  manager 
of  the  Lane  Construction  Corporation  of  Meriden,  and,  since  1913, 
has  been  its  president  and  general  manager.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
American  Road  Builders  association. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Home  club,  Highland  Golf  club  of 
Meriden,  president  of  the  Pine  Orchard  Country  club,  member  of 
Lake  Coiuitry  Golf  club  of  Eustis,  Florida,  and  of  the  Sons  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Revolution.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  First  Congre¬ 
gational  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  Meriden  in  1895  to  Bertha  Grace  Lane, 
daughter  of  John  Sherman  Lane,  and  Emma  Shepard  Plumb.  To 
them  were  born  two  children,  Sally  Lane  Smith  (now  Mrs.  John  B. 
Kirby,  Jr.)  and  Helen  Lane  Smith.  Grandchild,  Sibyl  Smith  Kirby. 

His  residence  is  189  East  Main  Street,  and  his  business  address  is 
37  Colony  street,  Meriden. 


HTIM8  SOUL  M/I.MIW 


ARTHUR  SHERMAN  LANE 

ARTHUR  SHERMAN  LANE,  vice  president  and  treasurer  of 
the  Lane  Construction  Company  of  Meriden,  director  and  executive 
in  numerous  other  corporations,  and  for  many  years  active  in  civic 
and  industrial  affairs  of  Meriden,  was  born  October  27,  18G4,  in  Kent, 
Litchfield  county,  Connecticut.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  John  S.  and 
Emma  Shepard  (Plumb)  Lane  of  Milford,  Connecticut.  His  father, 
John  S.  Lane,  served  three  years  in  the  Civil  war  from  18G1  to  18G4 
and  when  mustered  out  he  was  first  lieutenant  8th  Regiment,  Com- 
pany  I,  Connecticut  Volunteers.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Housatonic  railroad  from  18G4  to  1880,  and  with  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  railroad  from  1880  to  1890  when  he  organized  the 
quarry  business  now  known  as  John  S.  Lane  &  Son,  Incorporated,  of 
Meriden.  Daniel  P.  Lane,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  legislature  from  the 
town  of  Kent  in  1840,  served  in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  prominent 
in  the  affairs  of  his  town. 

Arthur  S.  Lane  attended  a  private  school  in  Sandy  Hook, 
Connecticut,  and  later  in  Falls  Village,  Connecticut,  after  which  he 
entered  Ilurlburt’s  Academy,  a  private  boarding  school  in  Lime  Rock, 
Connecticut,  where  he  completed  his  education.  He  went  to  work, 
immediately,  being  appointed  station  agent  of  the  Housatonic  railroad 
at  West  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts,  March  10,  1880,  and  was 
successively  advanced  in  the  same  year  to  the  position  of  ticket  agent 
at  Canaan,  Connecticut,  and  then  to  freight  clerk  at  Bridgeport, 
Connecticut.  He  resigned  the  latter  position,  January  1,  1881,  and 
took  a  three  months*  course  at  Ilannum’s  business  college  at  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  and  on  April  1,  1881,  entered  the  employ  of  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Company  at  its  Harlem 
River  Terminal  in  New  York  city,  and  soon  after  was  made  freight 
cashier  at  the  same  point.  He  remained  in  that  position  until  March 
31,  1891,  when  he  resigned  to  take  a  partnership  in  the  quarry  business 
then  conducted  by  his  father  in  Meriden. 

He  has  been  in  the  quarry  and  highway  construction  business 
since  that  time  and  his  company  was  the  first  in  New  England  to 
conduct  a  stone  crushing  plant  for  commercial  shipments  by  rail,  and 
it  was  also  a  pioneer  in  modern  highway  construction  in  New  England. 
Probably  no  one  is  better  known  or  has  a  larger  acquaintance  in  the 
road  building  fraternity  of  the  New  England  states  on  account  of  his 
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long  career  in  that  line.  The  quarries  of  the  company  now  have  a 
daily  output  of  0,000  tons  of  stone.  Mr.  Lane  was  director  and 
treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Quarries  Company  from  its  formation 
in  1902  until  that  company  went  out  of  business,  selling  its  assets  in 
1920. 


His  present  directorates  are:  vice  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
Lane  Construction  Corporation;  director  and  treasurer  of  John  S. 
Lane  &  Son,  Inc.;  director  and  secretary  of  the  Lane  Realty  Company; 
president  of  the  Meriden  Cemetery  Association;  vice  president  and 
director  of  the  Home  National  Rank  of  Meriden;  trustee  and  director 
of  the  Meriden  Trust  &  Safe  Deposit  Company;  director  of  the 
Cardiner-Ivirby  Company,  all  of  Meriden. 

Mr.  Lane,  despite  the  close  attention  demanded  by  his  extensive 
business  interests,  manifests  a  keen  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  his 
city.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  from  the  second 
ward  of  the  City  of  Meriden,  in  1896  and  1897,  and  was  a  candidate 
for  mayor  in  1897  but  was  defeated.  Since  September  3,  1918,  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  apportionment  and  taxation  of  the 
city. 


He  is  a  member  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the 
United  States,  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
the  Home  club  and  the  Highland  Country  club,  both  of  Meriden,  and 
the  Pine  Orchard  Country  club  of  Pine  Orchard,  Connecticut.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  First  Congregational  church  of  Meriden  and  has 
served  two  terms  as  deacon  and  three  as  trustee  of  that  church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  chief  recreations  are  travel  and  golf. 

Mr.  Lane  was  first  married  to  Carrie  E.  Shove,  at  Tremont, 
New  York  City,  June  15,  1881,  who  died  April  1,  1917.  Three 
children  were  born  of  this  union:  twin  daughters,  born  March  15, 
1889:  1.  Gertrude  Emma,  who  died  July  15,  1811,  and  2.  Grace 
Louise,  who  married  Arthur  Francois  Eggleston,  December  29,  1914, 
and  to  whom  one  daughter,  Gertrude  Elaine,  was  born  February  14, 
1916;  3.  Samuel  Virgin,  born  November  6,  1897,  who  married 
Marian  A.  Proudman,  May  17,  1919,  and  who  have  three  children: 
Arthur  Sherman,  (II),  John  Sherman  and  Dorothy. 

January  30,  1920,  Mr.  Lane  was  married  to  Claire  Lydia  Scofield, 
daughter  of  Marcus  E.  and  Lydia  Morgan  Scofield,  a  descendant  of  an 
old  New  England  family.  On  her  father’s  side  Mrs.  Lane  is  descended 
from  Jonathan  Fairbanks  who  settled  in  Dedham,  Massachusetts,  in 
1636,  and  built  the  noted  Fairbanks  homestead  that  year,  which  is  still 
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standing  and  recognized  as  the  oldest  frame  house  in  New  England,  its 
lumber,  brick  and  other  material  having  been  brought  from  England. 
On  her  mother’s  side  her  great  grandfather  was  Nathan  F.  Goodrich, 
often  referred  to  in  early  Meriden  history  as  Deacon  Goodrich,  and 
member  of  the  firm  of  Goodrich  &  Rutty,  which,  in  1845,  was  one 
of  the  largest  manufactories  in  Meriden.  Mrs.  Lane  is  also  a  de¬ 
scendant  on  her  mother’s  side  of  Thomas  Leffingwell,  born  in  1622, and 
active  in  King  Philip’s  war,  receiving  for  his  services  the  grant  of  land 
which  includes  much  of  the  land  now  forming  the  city  of  Norwich, 
Connecticut.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  legislature  from  Nor¬ 
wich  in  1662  and  subsequent  years. 
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BENJAMIN  PAGE 


BENJAMIN  PAGE,  former  mayor  of  Meriden,  one  of  its  most 
influential  and  public  spirited  citizens  for  many  years  and  widely 
known  as  one  of  the  oldest  insurance  agents  in  the  state,  was  born 
in  North  Branford,  Connecticut,  September  4,  1840,  his  death 
occurring  at  Meriden,  March  2,  1929.  Few  men  have  been  more 
widely  mourned  and  their  loss  to  the  community  more  keenly  re¬ 
gretted,  for,  in  addition  to  his  sterling  worth  as  a  citizen  and  a 
business  man  ever  alert  to  the  best  interests  of  his  city,  Mr.  Page 
possessed  a  personality  that  made  all  who  knew  him  his  friend. 

Mr.  Page  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  E.  (Merriam)  Page, 
highly  respected  residents  of  North  Branford.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  the  State  Normal  school  at  New 
Britain,  beginning  immediately  after  his  graduation  a  career  of  school 
teaching  which  he  followed  at  Wallingford,  East  Haven,  Branford  and 
South  Meriden.  It  was  while  principal  of  the  South  Meriden  school 
that  Mr.  Page  became  interested  in  the  insurance  business,  which 
was  to  occupy  his  attention  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Taking  up  the  * 
sale  of  insurance  during  the  time  not  occupied  in  teaching,  he  early 
manifested  a  decided  ability  in  that  field  and  devoted  64  successful 
years  to  it  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  oldest 
insurance  salesmen  in  the  state.  In  1924  the  “Aetna  Fire  Messenger” 
the  magazine  published  by  the  Aetna  Insurance  Company  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  in  an  article  commenting  on  Mr.  Page’s  long  service,  announced 
that  he  was  at  that  time  the  third  oldest  agent  of  the  company, 
having  been  connected  with  it  since  1877. 

The  insurance  business  so  successfully  conducted  by  Mr.  Page 
was  established  in  1865  at  Meriden  and  in  1892  he  took  into  partner¬ 
ship  the  late  Leroy  C.  Pardee,  the  firm  name  being  Page  &  Pardee. 

In  1916  Mr.  Pardee’s  son,  Stanley  Pardee,  became  a  partner  in  the 
business.  Leroy  C.  Pardee  died  in  1923. 

Mr.  Page  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  his 
community  and  was  elected  Republican  alderman  in  1883  and  served 
for  four  years,  for  two  of  which  he  was  president  pro  tern  of  the  council. 

In  1889  he  was  elected  mayor  and  served  two  terms,  but  declined  the 
Republican  nomination  for  a  third  term.  He  was  elected  represen¬ 
tative  to  the  state  legislature  in  1894.  He  was  also  a  collector  of  town 
and  city  taxes  for  10  years  and  under  Mayor  George  S.  Seeley  he 
served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  fire  commissioners. 
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In  addition  to  his  insurance  business,  Mr.  Page  was  a  director 
of  the  Meriden  National  bank,  vice  president  of  the  Meriden  Savings 
bank,  and  had  been  a  director  of  the  Middlesex  Assurance  Company 
of  Middletown  since  1804.  He  was  also  president  of  the  Curtis  Home 
and  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Meriden  hospital.  His 
fraternal  affiliations  included  membership  in  Meridian  Lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  Pacific  lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  was  a  member  of 
John  Couch  branch,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Mr.  Page’s  activities  in  church  work  were  extensive.  He  served 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  vestry  of  St.  Andrew’s  Episcopal  church 
from  1870  and  as  senior  warden  since  1894.  He  was  the  last  survivor 
of  those  who  attended  the  diocesan  convention  of  1870,  he  having  been 
a  delegate  from  St.  Andrew’s  church.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Episcopal  Church  Scholarship 
society,  an  organization  which  helps  ecclesiastical  students  through 
their  college  courses,  and  he  had  been  a  member  of  Christ  Church 
Cathedral  chapter  of  Hartford. 

Mr.  Page  was  married  in  1864  at  North  Branford  to  Margaret 
A.  Cook,  daughter  of  Leverett  and  Thankful  (Stevens)  Cook*  of 
Wallingford.  One  child  was  born  of  the  union,  Jennie  Augusta,  now 
Mrs.  Frederick  W.  Kilbourne  of  Meriden. 

Mr.  Page  achieved  his  enviable  position  in  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow  townsmen  by  the  practice  of  methods  of  strict  integrity,  com¬ 
bined  with  unusual  executive  ability,  and  coupled  with  a  kindly 
Christian  character  which  won  widespread  affection  and  respect. 
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STERRY  HUNT  CIITLDS 


STERRY  HUNT  CHILDS,  vice  president,  treasurer  and 
director  of  the  Hendey  Machine  Company  of  Torrington,  with  which 
corporation  he  has  been  actively  connected  since  1025,  was  born 
September  24,  1890  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  is  a  son  of  Edward 
Moulton  Childs,  who  is  assistant  treasurer  of  the  U.  S.  Finishing 
Company  of  New  York,  and  Jessie  Dow  Hopkins  Childs.  His  grand¬ 
father,  Alfred  Childs,  collaborated  with  Pitman  in  the  invention  of 
phonography.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Snow  Hopkins, 
was  the  founder  of  the  Hopkins  &  Allen  Arms  Company  of  Norwich 
and  a  direct  descendant  of  Stephen  Hopkins,  first  governor  of  Rhode 
Island  and  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Sterry  Hunt 
Childs  was  named  after  a  cousin,  T.  Sterry  Hunt,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  pioneer  in  modern  chemistry  and  geology 
and  inventor  of  the  green  ink  used  in  our  currency. 

Sterry  Hunt  Childs  was  graduated  from  The  Norwich  Free 
Academy,  Norwich,  in  1007,  and  from  Columbia  University,  New 
York  in  1911  and  1013  with  degrees  of  B.S.  and  Chemical  Engineer. 
He  qualified  as  a  certified  public  accountant  in  New  Hampshire  in  1918. 

After  completing  his  college  career,  he  entered  the  U.  S.  Finishing 
Company  in  1013  and  the  following  year  went  to  Providence  as 
assistant  to  the  vice  president,  left  there  in  101 G  to  join  Scovell, 
Wellington  &  Company,  Industrial  Engineers  and  Accountants,  of 
Boston,  later  becoming  supervising  engineer  in  charge  of  cost  engi¬ 
neering  and  business  management  work  dealing  with  numerous 
industries.  He  resigned  the  above  post,  in  1925  to  become  treasurer 
of  the  Ilendey  Machine  Company,  of  Torrington,  being  elected  a 
director  in  1027  and  vice  president  and  general  manager  in  1928. 

During  the  World  War  he  was  engaged  in  the  production  of 
munitions  for  the  U.  S.  Government.  He  is  president  of  the  Men’s 
Forum  of  Litchfield  (1927-1929);  member  of  Litchfield  Country 
Club,  Torrington  Country  Club,  Society  of  Automotive  Engineers, 
National  Association  of  Cost  Accountants,  and  of  the  New  England 
Council.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  His  recreations  are  golf, 
tennis,  automobiling  and  chess. 

Mi*.  Childs  was  married  in  New  York  City,  February  22,  1914 
to  Eileen  Eads,  daughter  of  Gano  Eads,  attorney-at-law,  and  to 
them  were  born  three  children,  Virginia  Childs,  Gordon  Childs  and 
Stephen  Hopkins  Childs.  Residence,  Litchfield,  Connecticut. 
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EARLE  PERRY  CHARLTON 


EARLE  PERRY  CHARLTON,  vice  president  of  the  F .  W. 
Woolworth  Company,  president  of  the  Charlton  Mills  of  Fall  River, 
and  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  development  of  the  great  chain  of 
stores  now  merged  into  the  F.  AV.  AVoolworth  Company,  was  born 
June  19,  1863,  at  Chester,  Connecticut.  His  father,  James  D.  Charl¬ 
ton,  was  a  descendant  of  the  Charltons  who  emigrated  from  England 
on  the  ship  “Mary  and  John”  in  1636,  settling  in  AYindsor,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  mid  during  the  many  generations  following  were  active  in 
business  and  civic  affairs  of  the  state.  His  mother,  was  Lydia  (Ladd) 
Charlton,  of  old  New  England  ancestry. 

Earle  P.  Charlton  was  educated  in  the  public  school  of  Hartford, 
and  after  finishing  his  schooling  went  to  Poston  in  1880,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Thomas  C.  Newell,  at  17  years  of  age.  Remain¬ 
ing  there  for  eight  years,  beginning  his  business  career  at  a  salary  of 
seven  dollars  a  week.  Thomas  C.  Newell  was  one  of  the  five-nnd-ten- 
cent  store  pioneers  in  the  wholesale  idea,  and  the  knowledge  and 
experience  gained  there  by  Mr.  Charlton  fitted  him  as  an  expert 
salesman.  At  the  age  of  19  and  for  six  years,  he  covered  territory 
from  Poston  to  Chicago.  AAdiile  on  the  road  he  was  fortunate  in 
meeting  Seymour  H.  Knox,  Sumner  AVoolworth  and  Fred  Kirby,  all 
men  of  the  highest  character  and  sterling  qualities,  all  of  whom, 
together  with  Mr.  Charlton,  were  equally  responsible  with  F.  AA . 
AVoolworth  in  the  ultimate  organization  of  the  big  AAWworth  corpo¬ 
ration.  Thus  began  a  firm  and  lasting  friendship  and  a  business 
merger  of  the  greatest  interest  to  the  masses  to  whom  the  five-and- 
ten-cent  stores  have  appealed. 


Prior  to  the  big  merger  which  took  place  January  1,  1912,  Mr. 
Charlton  had  selected  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  for  his  first  store 
and  place  of  residence.  He  had  also  selected  it  as  headquarters  of  the 
E.  P.  Charlton  stores,  comprising  a  chain  of  54  stores,  19  in  Canada 
and  New  England,  and  35  on  the  Pacific  coast.  He  was  the  pioneer 
in  the  five-and-ten-cent  stores  on  the  Coast.  AATen  the  last  great 
AVoolworth  organization  was  formed,  he  was  made  vice  president  and 
director  and  gave  up  the  identity  of  his  stores  in  deference  to  F.AV. 
AVoolworth,  who  was  a  senior  director,  and  they  became  known  as  the 
AVoolworth  stores.  As  a  matter  of  sentiment,  Mr.  Charlton  retained 
his  headquarters  in  Fall  River  where  he  built  the  Charlton  Mills,  one 
of  the  most  successful  in  New  England  and  of  which  he  is  president. 


-  244  — 


>•  ft-’-  '•  ■  M-'f  ■  ndo  :  a  oi 


He  is  also  a  director  of  the  First  National  bank  of  Boston; 
director.  New  York,  New  Haven  Sc  Hartford  Railroad  Company; 
National  Exchange  Bank  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  trustee  of  the  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company  of  Boston;  trustee  of  Tufts 
College;  built  and  equipped  the  E.  P.  Charlton  Surgery  for  the  Trues- 
dale  Hospital  in  1920.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Postum  Co.  and 
Merchants  and  Mfg.,  Inc. 

He  is  a  32nd  degree  Mason;  Congregationalist,  member  of  the 
Algonquin  club,  City  club,  Exchange  club  and  Brookline  Country 
club,  all  of  Boston;  Metropolitan  club  of  New  York,  New  York  Yacht 
club  and  Bankers  club  of  New  York,  Gulf  Stream  Bath  and  Tennis, 
Palm  Beach. 

During  the  World  War  he  was  a  member  of  the  War  Industries 
Board  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  for  many  months  rendered  valued 
volunteered  service  in  that  capacity.  He  was  later  called  into  the 
War  Department  as  one  of  the  heads  of  the  purchasing  staff  and  was 
serving  in  that  capacity  when  the  armistice  was  signed.  In  1919  he 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Coolidge  of  Massachusetts  as  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company. 

Mr.  Charlton  was  married  on  June  19,  1889,  to  Ida,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Mary  Stein  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children,  Virginia  (now  Mrs.  Kenneth  Lincoln  of  Boston), 
Ruth  (now  Mrs.  F.  M.  Mitchell  of  Merion,  Pa.)  and  Earle  Perry 
Charlton,  Jr.,  married  and  in  cotton  business  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Charlton  was  decorated  by  France  for  service  rendered 
during  the  w  ar  in  1924. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  His  favorite  recreations  are 
golf  and  yachting,  llis  summer  residence,  “Pond  Meadows”, 
Aeoaxet.  Mass.  Winter  home,  Palm  Beach,  Fla. 
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DAVID  NETTLETON  CLARK 


DAVID  NETTLETON  CLARK,  president  of  the  Naugatuck 
Valley  Crucible  Company  of  Shelton,  and  a  director  in  other  corpo¬ 
rations,  was  born  June  15,  1856,  at  Bridgewater,  Connecticut.  He  is 
a  son  of  Samuel  Frederick  Clark,  who  was  a  farmer  and  merchant,  a 
prominent  and  respected  citizen  of  that  town,  a  member  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  and  who  held  many  other  town  offices.  David  N.  Clark’s 
mother  was  Mary  Andrews  (Nettleton)  Clark.  The  paternal  ancestry 
in  this  country  dates  back  to  Governor  Robert  Treat,  who  was  born 
in  1624,  in  Pitminster,  England  and  who  located  in  Miford,  Connecti¬ 
cut  in  1639  where  he  died  in  1710.  David  N.  Clark  is  of  the  eighth 
generation  in  direct  descent  of  Governor  Treat  in  an  ancestry  that 
dates  back  to  Richard  Treat  of  Pitminster  to  1584,  and  who  came  to 
New  England  in  1638  and  settled  in  Wethersfield  where  he  died  in 
1670.  On  the  maternal  side  his  mother,  Mary  Andrews  Nettleton, 
is  of  the  ninth  generation  from  John  Stone  who  settled  in  Guilford  and 
she  is  a  direct  descendant  from  Thomas  Ilooker  and  Roger  Newton, 
who  left  the  eastern  shore  of  Massachusetts  and  located  in  Hartford 
in  1635.  Among  other  ancestors  are  Richard  Baldwin,  John  Baldwin, 
Dr.  Fisk,  Timothy  Baldwin,  Esther  Buckingham,  Richard  Platt,  and 
Rev.  Samuel  Andrews.  Thadeus  Nettleton,  born  in  1735,  served  in 
the  war  of  Revolution  in  Captain  Samuel  Clark  s  company,  General 
Wooster’s  Regiment. 

David  N.  Clark  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Bridgewater,  and 
in  1882,  established  a  hardware  business  in  Shelton  which  he  success¬ 
fully  conducted  until  February,  1924,  at  which  time  he  sold  out.  The 
business  supplied  manufacturers,  farmers,  and  the  community  in 
general  in  the  Naugatuck  Valley  with  various  lines  of  hardware.  In 
1890  he  established  the  Shelton  Metallic  Filler  Company  of  which  he  is 
proprietor.  In  1917  he  entered  the  crucible  business  and  has  been 
president  of  the  Naugatuck  Valley  Crucible  Company  to  the  present 


time. 

During  the  World  war  this  company  was  engaged  in  making 
crucibles  for  the  melting  of  metal  for  the  government,  running  day 
and  night  at  full  capacity.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Holt  Trading 
Company  and  vice  president,  of  Plumbago  Crucible  Association  of 

America. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a  former  warden  of  the  city  of  Shelton,  was  chairman 
of  the  board  of  apportionment  for  14  years,  and  is  now  police  com- 
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missioner  of  Shelton.  lie  has  lield  many  other  offices  in  the  city  of 
Shelton.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Highland  Golf  club,  the  Derby  and 
Shelton  Board  of  Trade,  the  Connecticut  State  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Shelton  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Kiwanis  Club  of  Shelton,  King  Hiram 
Lodge,  No.  12  of  Derby,  Hamilton  Commandery;  Scottish  Rite  Body 
and  Pyramid  Temple  of  Bridgeport,  I.  0.  O.  F.  of  Derby,  Bald  Head 
Club  of  America,  of  which  he  was  a  former  president,  lie  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Congregational  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
His  recreations  are  golf  and  fishing. 

Mr.  Clark  was  married  first  to  Alice  Smith  of  Brookfield,  their 
children  being  Susan  and  Marguerite  Clark.  His  second  marriage  was 
to  Florence  R.  Rice  of  Danbury  and  the  third  marriage  was  to  Eliza¬ 
beth  W.  Drew  of  Shelton. 
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SIDNEY  E.  STOCKWELL 


SIDNEY  E.  STOCKWELL,  formerly  division  manager  and 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  New  Departure  Manufacturing 
Company,  in  charge  of  the  Hartford  division,  and  for  many  years 
prominently  and  actively  identified  with  the  progress  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  that  company,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  the  outskirts  of  North¬ 
ampton,  Massachusetts,  June  30,  1877.  He  is  a  son  of  John  A. 
Stockwell,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Northampton,  and  Belle  J. 
(Bosworth)  Stockwell,  both  of  old  American  ancestry. 

Shortly  after  graduating  from  the  schools  of  his  native  town  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Overman  Wheel  Company  of  Chicopee 
Falls,  manufacturers  of  the  Victor  bicycle.  He  received  rapid 
promotion  in  their  clerical  department  and  later  entered  the  manu¬ 
facturing  end  of  the  plant.  His  next  position  was  with  the  J.  Stevens 
Arms  and  Tool  Company  of  Chicopee  Falls,  where  he  had  charge  of 
the  assembly  of  small  tools.  Shortly  afterwards  he  apprenticed  him¬ 
self  with  the  Waltham  Watch  Tool  Company  of  Springfield,  where  he 
mastered  the  trade  of  tool  making,  in  the  meantime  taking  a  course  at 
the  Mechanical  Arts  High  School  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  he 
applied  himself  to  the  study  of  mechanical  engineering.  He  was  later 
employed  as  a  toolmaker  and  went  to  Hartford  where  he  entered  the 
small  tool  department  in  the  Pratt  &  Whitney  Company. 

In  1904  he  associated  himself  with  the  New  Departure  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  at  Bristol,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  making  models  of  the  coaster  brake  and  hubs,  and  w  as  later  placed 
in  charge  of  the  die  department,  which  wras  combined  with  the  tool 
department,  of  both  of  which  he  was  head.  While  in  that  position 
he  supervised  the  making  of  the  dies  on  the  first  New  Departure 
ball  bearing  that  was  produced  by  that  company.  In  1910  he 
accepted  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Jacobs  Chuck  Company 
of  Hartford  and  later  assumed  the  same  position  w  ith  the  Abbott  Ball 
Company.  In  1913  he  returned  to  the  New  Departure  Company  at 
the  Hartford  plant  and  in  1918  he  became  superintendent  of  that 
division.  A  year  later  he  wras  made  division  manager  of  the  Hartford 
plant.  During  his  period  of  service  at  the  Hartford  plant  the  pro¬ 
duction  has  increased  from  3,000  small  sized  bearings  per  day  to  45,000 
a  day.  Air.  Stockwell  severed  his  connection  with  the  New  Departure 
Manufacturing  Company  May  1,  1929. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Franklin  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Bristol; 
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Sphinx  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  of  Hartford;  is  a  32nd  degree 
Mason;  member  of  the  Connecticut  Chamber  of  Commerce,  West 
Hartford  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Exchange  Club  of  Hartford,  West 
Hartford  Country  Club,  the  Engineers  Club  of  Hartford,  and  the 
Hartford  Club  of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  He  is  a  past  president  of 
the  West  Hartford  Manufacturers’  Association. 

Air.  Stockwell  was  married  to  Alice  Sands  of  Lewiston,  Maine, 
who  is  a  direct  descendant  of  William  Bradford,  the  first  governor  of 
Massachusetts.  They  are  the  parents  of  Elizabeth  Bradford  Stock- 
well  and  Eleanor  Sands  Stockwell. 

Residence,  West  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Summer  home,  Atlantic  Beach,  Rhode  Island. 
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FREDERICK  WILLIAM  FUESSENICH 


FREDERICK  WILLIAM  FUESSENICH,  president  of  the 
Berkshire  Mortgage  &  Finance  Corporation,  director  in  numerous 
other  corporations  and  financial  institutions,  scion  of  one  of  Torring- 
ton’s  most  honored  and  respected  families,  pioneers  in  industrial  and 
other  pursuits  in  that  progressive  city,  was  born  in  Torrington 
September  1,  1886.  He  is  a  son  of  Frederick  Ferdinand  Fuessenich 
who  was  born  in  Prussia  in  1848  and  who  came  to  this  country  with 
his  parents  in  1854,  locating  in  Torrington  where  he  became  a  leader 
in  industrial  progress,  prominent  in  public  life  and  one  of  its  most 
active  and  progressive  citizens.  His  father  was  not  only  a  leader  in 
manufacturing  but  also  notable  for  his  leadership  in  civic  affairs, 
legislation,  banking,  church  and  benevolent  affairs  and  the  general 
welfare  of  his  adopted  city,  showing  a  keen  interest  therein  from 
early  manhood.  He  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  The  Hendey 
Machine  Company  of  Torrington,  president  of  The  Torrington 
National  bank,  and  an  executive  and  director  in  other  corporations 
Mr.  Fuessenich  died  in  June,  1625.  He  married  Elizabeth  C.  Blake 
in  1876.  Mrs.  Fuessenich  was  the  daughter  of  Hervey  Y.  and  Celia 
Cleveland  Blake  of  Essex,  Conn.  Her  grandparents,  Elijah  Blake 
and  Sarah  Hamlin  Blake,  both  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  were  descend¬ 
ants  of  Giles  Hamlin  and  John  Blake,  early  settlers  of  Middletown. 
Mrs.  Fuessenich  died  in  February,  1914,  and  in  her  memory  the 
Elizabeth  Blake  Fuessenich  park  was  presented  to  the  town  of 
Torrington  by  her  husband. 

Frederick  W.  Fuessenich  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Torrington  and  Hartford,  Conn.  After  completing  his 
schooling,  at  an  early  age  he  became  a  bookkeeper  with  the  Ilendey 
Machine  Company  of  Torrington  and  remained  with  that  corpora¬ 
tion  for  several  years  being  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  company 
at  the  time  he  retired  therefrom.  He  is  now  president  and  director 
in  the  Torrington  Realty  Company,  president  and  director  of  Berk¬ 
shire  Mortgage  &  Finance  Corporation,  director  of  The  Hendey 
Machine  Company,  all  of  Torrington.  Mr.  Fuessenich  belongs  to 
The  Torrington  club,  Seneca  Lodge  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  the  Odd  Fellows, 
The  Torrington  Lodge  of  Elks,  and  The  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

Mr.  Fuessenich  also  takes  an  interest  in  civic  affairs  and  the 
welfare  of  the  city  of  Torrington  and  was  a  member  of  the  board 
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of  education  from  1910  until  1924.  In  politics  lie  is  a  Democrat. 
His  recreations  are  horseback  riding  and  farming.  lie  takes  great 
pleasure  in  raising  pure  bred  Devon  cattle  and  is  president  of  The 
American  Devon  Cattle  club.  During  the  World  War  he  was  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Liberty  Loan  drives  in  Torrington  and  participated  in 
the  various  patriotic  campaigns  of  the  War. 

Mr.  Fuessenich  was  married  October  10,  1917  to  Miss  Jean 
.Cameron  of  Torrington,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Cleveland  Blake  Fuessenich,  John  Cameron  Fuessenich,  Elizabeth 
Jean  Fuessenich,  and  Cynthia  Hamlin  Fuessenich. 

The  family  residence  at  “Toll  Gate  Hill”  in  Litchfield,  Conn, 
is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  notable  in  the  State,  it  being 
remodeled  from  an  old  tavern  built  in  1745  by  Capt.  William  Bull. 
It  is  furnished  entirely  with  antique  furniture  and  rarities,  it  being 
one  of  Mr.  Fuessenich’s  hobbies  to  collect  antiques  from  all  parts 
of  New  England. 
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JOHN  DRAHER 


The  development  of  Waterbury  as  a  great  manufacturing  center 
is  not  attributable  to  the  efforts  of  a  single  individual,  or  even  of  a 
group  of  men,  but  to  the  contribution  of  the  labors  of  many — men 
whose  well  defined  plans  have  been  carried  forward  to  successful 
completion  along  various  lines.  In  this  number  John  Draher  finds  a 
place,  being  now  treasurer  of  the  American  Fastener  Company.  He 
was  born  in  Waterbury  on  January  19,  1857,  son  of  John  and  Sophia 
(Delin)  Draher,  the  former  a  native  of  France  and  the  latter  of 
Prussia.  The  father,  born  in  1816,  was  a  son  of  John  Draher,  who 
brought  his  family  to  the  United  States  in  1832,  settling  first  in 
New  York.  It  was  there  that  John  Draher  wedded  Sophia  Dehn, 
who  had  come  to  the  United  States  with  her  sister.  In  1854  they 
removed  to  Waterbury  and  Mr.  Draher  became  superintendent  of 
the  mechanical  department  of  the  business  of  Holmes,  Booth  & 
Haydens,  so  continuing  until  his  death,  which  occurred  12  years 
later,  or  in  1866.  His  widow’s  death  occurred  in  1919  at  the  advanced 
age  of  87  years.  They  had  a  family  of  four  children:  Emma,  the 
deceased  wife  of  Valentine  Bull;  Sophia,  who  became  the  wife  of 
William  Schmitz  and  resides  in  Elgin,  Illinois;  John  and  Mary, 
twins,  the  latter  now  the  wife  of  Frederick  Illy,  of  Waterbury. 

Reared  in  his  native  city,  John  Draher  pursued  his  education 
through  successive  grades  in  the  public  schools  and  completed  his 
course  in  the  high  school.  He  afterward  learned  the  machinist’s  trade 
entering  the  employ  of  Thomas  Kirk.  lie  gained  intimate  and 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  business,  and,  following  the  death  of 
Mr.  Kirk  in  1883,  Mr.  Draher  purchased  the  shop  in  1884. 

It  was  a  small  machine  shop  at  No.  70  North  Elm  street,  doing 
special  machine  work.  Mr.  Draher  constantly  broadened  the  business 
in  its  scope  and  in  its  facilities.  He  developed  special  automatic 
machinery  for  making  the  Arctic  shoe  buckle  and  produced  all  kinds 
of  buckle  machinery  for  the  R.  N.  Bassett  Company.  Air.  Draher’s 
father  was  an  expert  designer  and  assisted  in  making  some  of  the 
first  bolt  machines.  Along  the  same  lines  the  son  has  continued  in 
building  up  the  output  of  the  factory. 

Air.  Draher  has  long  been  acknowledged  one  of  Waterbury ’s 
experts  in  mechanical  work.  lie  is  president  of  the  General  Alanu- 
facturing  Company,  with  plant  and  offices  at  66  North  Elm  street. 
It  manufactures  rivets,  studs  and  machine  screws,  special  upset  and 
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threaded  products,  steel  brunishing  balls  for  tumbling,  and  Lipscomb 
disk  screw  boot-calks. 

In  December,  1915,  he  aided  in  organizing  the  American  Fastener 
Company  and  is  now  treasurer  of  that  corporation.  The  company 
occupies  a  three-story  building  40  by  100  feet  in  dimensions  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  manufacturing  dress  fasteners.  About  40  men 
are  employed,  twice  the  number  originally  started  with,  and  the 
business  is  growing  rapidly  and  steadily. 

Mr.  Draher  is  also  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  Wuterbury 
Fastener  Company  and  treasurer  and  director  of  the  Sterling  Novelty 
Company. 

October  25,  1888,  Mr.  Draher  was  married  to  Miss  Bridget 
Keenan  of  Waterbury,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Keenan.  She  passed 
away  January  21,  1909,  and  on  the  19th  of  October,  1915,  Mr.  Draher 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Florence  Geddes  of  Waterbury.  Ilis  youngest 
child,  John,  died  in  infancy  and  his  daughter,  Laura,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Carl  Neidmann,  is  also  deceased. 

In  politics  Mr.  Draher  is  an  independent  Republican.  In  young 
manhood  he  served  for  one  term  as  councilman  from  the  Third  ward 
but  has  never  been  active  as  an  office  seeker,  preferring  always  to 
concentrate  his  attention  upon  his  business  affairs.  He  is  identified 
with  various  clubs  and  social  organizations,  being  a  member  of  the 
Elks,  the  Gun  Club,  the  Turnverein,  The  Concordia  Society  and  the 
Mattatuck  and  Recreation  Rod  and  Gun  clubs.  When  leisure 
permits  he  enjoys  hunting  and  fishing  trips,  but  his  attention  is 
chiefly  concentrated  upon  his  growing  business  interests. 
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MAX  KIESSLING 


MAX  KIESSLING,  president  of  the  American  Fastener  Com¬ 
pany  and  an  officer  in  several  other  important  industries  of  Water- 
bury,  is  one  of  those  men  whose  achievement  supplies  inspiration  to 
the  young  men  of  this  country,  proving  as  it  does  the  opportunities 
afforded  to  those  who  combine  perseverance  and  diligence  with 
ability. 

Born  in  Germany,  May  31,  1873,  Mr.  Kiessling  secured  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  that  country  and  learned  the  trade  of 
machinist.  That  he  learned  it  well  is  evidenced  by  what  he  accom¬ 
plished  after  his  arrival  in  this  country  in  1890  when  he  came  to 
Waterbury  and  became  associated  in  business  with  John  Draher,  one 
of  the  leaders  in  his  line. 

Showing  a  marked  ability  in  his  trade  and  much  inventive  genius 
Mr.  Kiessling’s  advancement  was  rapid.  In  1909,  together  with 
Mr.  Draher,  he  organized  the  General  Manufacturing  Company, 
Mr.  Draher  being  the  president,  Mr.  Kiessling  the  treasurer „  and 
Charles  F.  Probst  the  secretary.  In  1915  Charles  H.  Swenson  suc¬ 
ceeded  Mr.  Probst  as  secretary  but  there  has  been  no  other  change 
in  the  officers  since. 

Meanwhile  Mr.  Kiessling  perfected  a  valuable  invention  for  the 
manufacture  of  press  buttons  and  in  1915  he  became  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  American  Fastener  Company  of  which  he  is  now 
president.  Charles  Josephson  of  New  York  was  the  first  president 
with  John  Draher  treasurer  and  Mr.  Kiessling  secretary.  Since 
then  Mr.  Josephson’s  interests  have  been  purchased  by  the  stock¬ 
holders. 

I  he  growth  of  the  company  has  been  rapid.  Employing  12 
people  when  organized  in  1915,  it  now  employs  40  and  the  plant  was 
enlarged  in  June,  1928,  through  the  building  of  a  four  story  and 
basement  addition  of  mill  construction,  all  of  which  except  one  floor 
is  occupied  by  the  American  Fastener  Company,  together  with  all 
of  the  original  building  in  which  the  business  was  started.  The 
company’s  products  have  a  large  sale  tliroughout  this  country  and 
abroad  and  its  market  is  increasing  steadily.  In  addition  to  the 
fastener,  garter  loops  and  trimmings  are  now  manufactured  and  still 
further  development  is  planned. 

Mr.  Kiessling  has  done  much  toward  developing  the  automatic 
machines  used  by  both  the  General  Manufacturing  Company  and 
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the  American  Fastener  Company  and  the  success  of  the  companies  is 
due  very  largely  to  these  advanced  methods  of  production. 

In  November,  1805,  Mr.  Kiessling  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Katherine  Weihn,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  died  in  1923. 
Mr.  Kiessling  was  married  again  in  January,  1920  to  Miss  Amalie 
Meyer  of  AVaterbury  who  was  also  born  in  Germany.  Four  children 
were  born  of  the  first  marriage,  Frank,  Alma,  Elmer  and  Max,  the 
last  two  being  twins. 

Mr.  Kiessling  is  a  member  of  the  Turners  and  while  independent 
in  politics  usually  inclines  toward  Republicanism  as  a  party.  He  is 
closely  devoted  to  his  business  interests  which  have  advanced  so 
rapidly  and  which  are  still  expanding.  In  addition  to  the  twro 
companies  previously  referred  to  he  is  president  and  a  director  of 
the  Sterling  Novelty  Manufacturing  Company  and  a  director  of  the 
Waterbury  Fastener  Company. 
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BERNARD  II.  MATTHIES 


BERNARD  H.  MATTHIES,  born  in  Seymour,  Connecticut, 
son  of  George  E.  and  Annie  Wooster  Matthies,  grandson  of  W.  II.  II. 
Wooster.  George  E.  Matthies’  history  is  given  in  “Men  of  Mark  in 
Connecticut”,  volume  4,  page  91,  published  1908.  lie  died  April  11, 
1922.  W.  H.  11.  Wooster’s  history  is  given  on  page  27G,  volume  8, 
of  the  1907  edition.  He  died  December  17,  1919.  Annie  Wooster 
Matthies,  daughter  of  William  Henry  Harrison  Wooster  and  Anna 
Louise  Putnam  Wooster,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Edward  Wooster, 
who  was  “in  Milford,  Connecticut,  in  1051  and  was  one  of  the  first 
three  white  settlers  of  Derby,  Connecticut,  in  1054”,  and  on  her 
Mother’s  side  of  “John  Putnam,  who  was  given  a  grant  of  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  Salem,  Massachusetts  in  1040.”  Annie  Wooster 
married  George  E.  Matthies  on  November  18,  1890. 

B.  H.  Matthies  attended  the  public  schools  of  Seymour,  also 
Choate  School,  Wallingford,  Connecticut,  Mitchell’s  Military  School 
in  Billerica,  Massachusetts,  and  graduated  from  the  Irving  School  at 
Tarrytown,  New  York,  in  1912,  being  the  class  poet. 

For  the  next  six  years  he  worked  at  various  positions  and 
travelled  extensively,  having  been  to  Bermuda,  California,  and 
Canada.  He  again  went  to  California  by  way  of  the  Panama  Canal 
in  1915  to  San  Francisco  to  take  in  the  Exposition.  In  June,  1918, 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States  Army  and  was  sent  to 
Vancouver  Barracks  in  the  state  of  Washington.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  as  a  corporal  from  Camp  Devens,  Massachusetts,  in 
February,  1919. 

Soon  after  B.  II.  Matthies’  return  home  he  became  interested  in 
developing  a  veterans’  organization.  lie  went  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
in  May,  1919,  to  the  Caucus  of  the  American  Legion.  Upon  the 
return  home  of  those  from  Connecticut  who  had  gone  to  St.  Louis, 
they,  having  been  made  the  State  Executive  Committee,  immediately 
started  work  organizing  Legion  Posts  throughout  the  State.  Later 
B.  II.  Matthies  wrote  and  published  the  first  history  of  the  American 
Legion  in  Connecticut,  lie  attended  the  National  Convention  of  the 
American  Legion  in  Minneapolis  in  the  hall  of  1919.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
B.  H.  Matthies  attended  the  Convention  in  Cleveland  in  1920,  and  the 

Convention  in  San  Antonio,  4  ex  as,  in  1928. 

In  July,  1919,  B.  II.  Matthies  became  assistant  to  his  father  in  his 
ofliee.  I  le  was  made  assistant  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  Seymour 
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Manufacturing  Company  on  January  15,  1920,  which  offices  he  still 
holds.  From  then  on  his  offices  and  duties  have  changed  and  in¬ 
creased.  In  1920  his  father  organized  the  American  Copper  Prod¬ 
ucts  Corporation  with  a  capital  of  three  million  dollars,  and  he  was 
made  treasurer  and  a  director,  still  holding  these  offices  in  the  present 
company.  In  August,  1921,  he  became  interested  in  the  Colonial  Air 
Transport,  Inc.,  with  Mr.  Harris  Whittemore,  Jr.,  and  Donald  S. 
Tuttle,  both  of  Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  later  becoming  secretary  of 
the  Company,  which  position  he  resigned  when  the  mail  contract  was 
awarded.  This  company  grew  from  a  beginning  writh  Mr.  Whitte¬ 
more  to  the  company  which  received  the  first  mail  contract  to  carry 
mail  in  New  England  with  the  United  States  Government,  at  which 
time  Hon.  John  H.  Trumbull  came  into  the  company.  This  company 
continued  to  grow,  and  is  now  part  of  Aviation  Corporation.  B.  II. 
Matthies  holds  the  following  offices:  Seymour  Manufacturing  Co., 
Seymour,  Conn.,  Assistant  treasurer  and  director;  American  Copper 
Products  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  treasurer  and  director;  H.  A.  Mat¬ 
thews  Mfg.  Co.,  Seymour,  Conn.,  Secretary,  assistant  treasurer  and 
director;  Margay  Oil  Corporation,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  director; 
Maumee  Oil  Refining  Co.,  Seymour,  Conn.,  director;  Naugatuck 
Valley  Crucible  Co.,  Shelton,  Conn.,  director;  The  Seymour  Corpo¬ 
ration  of  Delaware,  Seymour,  Conn.,  secretary  and  director;  Seymour 
Trust  Co.,  Seymour,  Conn.,  trustee;  Seymour  Water  Co.,  Seymour, 
Conn.,  director;  Union  Estates  Corp.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  director; 
The  Griffin  Hospital,  Derby,  Conn.,  Trustee. 

On  September  22,  1920,  Bernard  II.  Matthies  married  Ethel 
Clark,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  T.  Clark  of  Beacon  Falls. 
They  have  four  children:  George  Clark,  born  July  29,  1922;  William 
Wooster,  born  July  8,  1924;  Roberta,  born  December  10,  1925; 
Richard  Lloyd,  born  October  28,  1927. 

In  the  Fall  of  1924  B.  II.  Matthies,  who  is  a  Republican,  ran  for 
office  of  representative  from  Seymour  and  was  elected  to  serve  in  the 
1925  State  Legislature.  He  served  on  the  Banking  Committee,  and 
State  Parks  and  Reservations  Committee.  Re-elected  to  the  1927 
Legislature,  he  served  on  the  Aviation  Committee,  Military  Affairs 
Committee,  and  Rules  (joint)  Committee.  He  was  again  elected  to 
the  1929  Legislature  and  served  on  the  Motor  Vehicles  Committee 
and  Aviation  Committee. 

For  recreation  B.  H.  Matthies  likes  outdoor  life  and  has  had  for  a 
number  of  years  a  private  camp  in  the  Canadian  woods  on  the  Triton 
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Fish  and  Game  Club  Preserve.  His  hobby  is  picture  taking  and  he 
has  some  fine  moonlight  time  exposures  among  the  thousands  of 
pictures  he  has  taken. 

He  is  a  life  member  of  American  Rose  Society,  Society  for  Pro¬ 
tection  of  New  Hampshire  Forests,  National  Geographic  Society, 
Connecticut  Forest  and  Park  Association. 

He  is  a  member  of  Connecticut  State  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Seymour  Chamber  of  Commerce,  American  Legion. 
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CARL  F.  SIEMGN 


CARL  F.  SIEMON,  president  and  treasurer  of  The  Siemon 
Company  of  Bridgeport  and  its  subsidiaries,  as  well  as  an  executive 
and  director  in  numerous  other  corporations,  has  been  active  in 
making  Bridgeport  an  industrial  center,  being  widely  known  as  a 
manufacturer  of  moulded  compositions,  an  industry  to  which  he  has 
devoted  many  years  of  his  life.  He  was  born  in  Columbia  City, 
Indiana,  March  28,  1870,  a  son  of  Carl  F.  and  Mary  E.  (Shuman) 
Siemon.  The  ancestors  of  the  Siemon  family  came  from  Germany 
several  generations  ago  locating  in  Northern  Indiana  where  they  were 
pioneers,  later  settling  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  The  maternal 
ancestry  also  dates  back  many  years,  Mary  E.  Shuman,  whose  family 
located  in  Millerstown,  Pennsylvania,  being  a  direct  descendant  of 
Robert  Shuman  the  eminent  composer. 

Carl  F.  Siemon  was  educated  in  the  German  and  high  school 
and  at  Concordia  college,  Fort  Wayne. 

Ilis  first  occupation  was  in  the  retail  hardware  business, for  four 
years,  then  manager  of  a  research  laboratory  in  New  Jersey  where  he 
first  experimented  in  the  plastic  industry.  Later  he  went  to  Spring- 
field,  Massachusetts  and  was  for  five  years  manager  for  the  Dickinson 
Hard  Rubber  Company.  In  1903  he  allied  his  interests  with  those  of 
Bridgeport  and  on  January  24  he  organized  the  Siemon  Hard  Rubber 
Corporation,  later  changed  to  The  Siemon  Company  of  which  he  has 
been  its  president  and  treasurer  ever  since  its  inception.  The  factory 
contains  most  modern  equipment  and  is  devoted  to  the  manufacture 
of  electrical  insulators.  The  Siemon  Company  owns  also  the 
Specialty  Insulating  Company  of  Hoosick  Falls,  New  York,  the 
Colasta  Company  of  the  same  town  and  The  Watertown  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company.  These  companies  have  also  absorbed  The  Duranoid 
Manufacturing  Company  and  The  American  Composition  Company, 
which  were  located  at  Newark,  New  Jersey  while  in  operation. 

Aside  from  his  executive  duties  as  head  of  the  above  named 
corporations  he  is  also  a  director  in  the  Bridgeport  Trust  Company, 
the  Lindquist  Hardware  Company  of  Bridgeport  and  The  Bankers 
Capital  Corporation  of  New  York  City.  He  has  always  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  municipal  and  public  affairs,  having  served  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  apportionment,  board  of  appeals,  board  of  purchases  and 
other  offices;  in  politics  his  affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  consistently  supported  all  measures  of  reform,  progress  and 
improvement. 
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During  the  World  war  Mr.  Siemon  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
important  post  of  Fuel  Administrator,  which  he  did  with  ability  and 
efficiency. 

He  is  a  32nd  degree  Mason,  York,  Scottish  Rite  and  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Brooklawn  club.  University  club, 
Waramaug  club,  president  of  the  Algonquin  club,  president  of  the 
Twilight  club,  all  of  Bridgeport.  In  religion  he  is  a  Lutheran.  His 
recreations  are  golf  and  horse  back  riding. 

Mr.  Siemon  was  married  October  12,  1893,  to  Miss  Katherine  W. 
Lewis  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children, 
Carl  M.  Siemon,  a  graduate  of  Sheffield  Scientific  school  of  Yale 
university,  now  vice  president  of  The  Siemon  Company,  and  Kath¬ 
arine  A.  Siemon  who  is  a  graduate  of  Ogontz  college. 

His  residence  is  in  Bridgeport.  Business  address,  The  Siemon 

Company,  Bridgeport. 


FREDERICK  M.  ADLER 


FREDERICK  M.  ADLER,  retired  manufacturer,  philan¬ 
thropist,  executive  and  director  of  numerous  financial  and  charitable 
organizations  and  one  of  New  Havens  most  progressive  and  public 
spirited  citizens,  was  born  October  13,  1808,  in  New  Haven,  Connect¬ 
icut.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Max  Adler,  and  of  Esther  (Myers)  Adler, 
both  of  Bavarian  ancestry. 

Max  Adler  was,  during  his  long  and  useful  life,  an  outstanding 
figure  in  the  industrial,  financial,  and  civic  life  of  his  beloved  city  and 
his  numerous  charities,  philanthropy,  and  helpfulness  to  his  fellow 
men,  endeared  him  to  all,  his  passing  was  a  great  loss  to  New  Haven 
and  to  all  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  know  and  to  love  him.  As  his 
son  has  aptly  remarked  “the  best  thing  about  me  is  my  father”,  a 
noble  sentiment,  fully  deserved  and  a  tribute,  happily  expressed. 
His  was  a  busy  and  active  career,  but  despite  the  calls  on  him,  as  a 
director  in  many  companies,  he  always  found  time  to  answer  a  call 
of  distress  and  to  assist  those  in  want,  regardless  of  religious  affilia¬ 
tions.  He  was  a  patriotic,  generous  citizen  of  New  Haven  since  1840. 

Frederick  M.  Adler  acquired  his  early  education  at  the  Eaton 
and  Skinner  public  schools,  later  attending  the  Russell  Military 
academy  and  the  Hopkins  Grammar  school.  He  subsequently 
entered  Yale  university,  where  he  pursued  a  scientific  course,  receiv¬ 
ing  his  degree  in  1891. 

After  his  graduation,  he  entered  the  cotton  converting  office 
in  his  father’s  factory,  the  Strouse,  Adler  &  Company;  there  he 
advanced  on  his  own  merits  and  ability,  mastering  the  particular 
details  of  the  business  to  which  he  was  assigned,  and  upon  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1914,  he  was  a  partner  in  the  company. 

April  18,  1893  Mr.  Adler  was  married  to  Miss  Sophie  Green- 
specht  of  New  York  city.  To  them  were  born  two  daughters,  Esther 
H.,  now  Mrs.  Joseph  Klingenstein,  and  Ruth,  now  Mrs.  Milton  Stein- 
bach. 

Mr.  Adler  became  a  member  of  the  board  of  the  First  National 
bank  in  191G  and  he  has  served  continuously,  being  a  welcome  and 
faithful  attendant  at  all  meetings  since  his  election  to  the  board. 
He  is  also  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  New  Haven  Building 
and  Loan  association.  Mr.  Adler  manifests  a  keen  interest  in  the 
life  and  welfare  of  the  city  and  state,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  numerous 
activities,  herewith  appended.  He  is  president  of  the  Connecticut 
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State  Reformatory;  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  New  Haven  Public  Library;  director  of  Lowell  House 
association;  secretary  and  director  of  the  New  Haven  County  Anti- 
Tuberculosis  association;  president  and  director  of  the  New  Haven 
Dispensary;  director  of  the  New  Haven  Hospital;  director  of  the 
Organized  Charities  association.  He  has  also  served  on  the  State 
Board  of  Education  for  six  years. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Yale  Alumni  association,  the  Racebrook 
Country  club,  the  Harmonie  club,  the  Waltonian,  the  New  Haven 
Colony  Historical  association  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
New  Haven.  Llis  chief  recreation  is  golf.  Residence,  New  Haven. 
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JOHN  KEELER  PUNDERFORD 


JOHN  KELLER  PUNDERFORI),  president  and  general 
manager  of  The  Connecticut  Company  with  headquarters  at  New 
Haven,  has  been  actively  associated  with  railway  interests  in  Connec¬ 
ticut  for  more  than  thirty-seven  years,  during  that  period  having 
filled  numerous  important  positions  in  both  the  engineering,  and 
executive  departments  of  railroading,  being  especially  active  in  the 
development  of  electric  traction  and  a  pioneer  in  that  field  dating  back 
to  the  time  of  the  horse  drawn  cars.  He  is  a  native  of  New  Haven 
where  he  was  born  July  15,  1870,  a  son  of  John  Courtney  Punderford 
and  Elizabeth  (Rundle)  Punderford,  both  of  old  American  ancestry 
for  many  generations  back,  and  who  were  married  October  26,  1865. 

John  K.  Punderford  received  his  education  in  the  New  Haven 
schools  where  he  prepared  at  the  Hillhouse  High  school  for  his  entrance 
into  Sheffield  Scientific  school  of  Yale  university,  from  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1892.  While  there  he  pursued  the  mechanical-electrical 
engineering  course,  received  an  appointment  to  read  a  thesis  at 
commencement,  was  a  private  in  the  Sheffield  Military  Company  and 
a  member  of  Theta  Xi. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  from  Sheffield  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Winchester  Avenue  Railroad  Company  in  New  Haven 
who  were  at  that  time,  operating  the  horse  drawn  cars,  and  Mr. 
Punderford  assisted  in  equipping  and  operating  their  first  power 
station  when  the  change  was  made  from  horse  to  electric  traction, 
thus  becoming  one  of  the  pioneers  in  that  industry,  that  was  destined 
to  revolutionize  transportation.  Mr.  Punderford’s  next  move 
was  to  improve  liis  knowledge  and  gain  more  experience  in  electrical 
matters,  he  therefore  entered  the  expert  course  of  the  General  Electric 
Company  at  Schenectady,  New  York.  After  leaving  Schenectady 
he  associated  himself  with  the  New  Haven  Street  Railway  Company, 
first  in  the  track  department  and  subsequently  in  the  work  of  equip- 
ing  the  cars  of  that  company.  In  1894  he  joined  the  track  department 
of  the  Fair  Haven  and  Westville  Railroad  Company,  and  in  1901,  he 
was  appointed  supervisor  of  the  company’s  shop  and  line  work  in 
addition  to  looking  after  the  affairs  of  the  track  department.  In 
1903  the  lair  Haven  and  Westville  Railroad  Company  purchased 
the  properties  of  the  several  other  railway  companies  operating  in 
New  Haven  and  vicinity.  Mr.  Punderford  was  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  combined  properties. 
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In  1904  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany  purchased  the  Fair  Haven  and  Westville  Company,  and  in  1905, 
he  was  appointed  general  manager  of  the  New  Haven  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany’s  trolley  properties  in  Connecticut  and  New  Aork  state,  his 
jurisdiction  being  extended  over  the  New  Haven  company’s  properties 
in  western  Massachusetts  as  they  were  acquired,  until  they  were 
segregated  from  the  Connecticut  Company  properties. 

In  1914  Mr.  Punderford  was  appointed  vice  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  company,  and  in  1925  was  elected  president  and 
general  manager. 

He  has  served  on  various  committees  of  the  American  Electric 
Railway  Association,  and  was  vice  president  in  1923  and  president 
the  following  year  of  the  Transportation  and  Traffic  Association.  He 
is  also  past 'president  of  the  Connecticut  Society  of  Civil  Engineers, 
and  was  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  society  in  1929.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Graduates  club,  New  Haven  Country  club  and  Union 
League  club,  having  served  two  terms  as  president  of  the  latter.  He 
is  also  a  corporator  of  the  New  Haven  Savings  bank,  director  and 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Connecticut  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  City  Plan  Commission. 

Mr.  Punderford  was  married  in  1919  to  Miss  Clara  Rimball  of 

New  Haven. 
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EDWIN  PARK  ROOT 


EDWIN  PARK  ROOT,  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  New 
Haven  Clock  Company  and  one  of  the  foremost  public  spirited 
citizens  of  New  Haven,  has  risen  to  the  enviable  place  he  now  occu¬ 
pies  in  the  industrial  world  and  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens 
solely  through  his  own  efforts  and  ability.  He  was  born  in  New' 
Haven,  Connecticut,  June  19,  1861,  the  son  of  Lafayette  F.  and 
Elizabeth  (Benham)  Root.  His  father,  a  respected  citizen  of  New 
Haven,  was  superintendent  of  the  New  Haven  Clock  Company,  and 
at  the  age  of  14,  upon  the  completion  of  his  attendance  at  the  public 
schools  of  that  city,  Edwin  P.  Root  entererd  the  employ  of  the  com¬ 
pany  in  1875,  beginning  his  career  at  the  bench  with  the  concern 
of  which  he  was  later  to  become  the  head. 

He  applied  himself  to  his  work  with  such  assiduity  that  he  was 
made  foreman  and  not  long  after  became  superintendent  of  the 
movement  department.  He  was  made  a  director  of  the  company  in 
1903  and  elected  secretary  in  1905.  He  served  ably  in  this  capacity 
and  February  19,  1923,  when  Walter  Camp,  who  had  so  ably  served 
the  company  as  president,  was  made  chairman  of  the  board,  Mr. 
Root  was  elected  president.  He  remained  in  that  office  until  Feb¬ 
ruary  24,  1929,  when,  upon  his  insistent  request  the  directors  reluct¬ 
antly  accepted  his  resignation  as  president  and  he  was  made  chairman 
of  the  board. 

During  his  administration  of  the  company’s  affairs  its  business 
has  more  than  tripled  in  production,  in  the  number  of  employees  and 
in  the  size  of  the  plant.  Much  of  this  has  been  attained  in  the  face 
of  difficulties  which  his  keen  business  perception  and  sound  judgment 
have  surmounted,  and  an  outstanding  feature  of  his  career  is  the  warm 
loyalty  manifested  by  his  employees.  Friendships  made  when  he 
was  a  fellow  workman  have  endured  through  the  years  and  men  who 
have  entered  the  company’s  employ  in  later  years  have  been  won  to 
staunch  loyalty  and  esteem  through  his  democratic,  kindly  personality 
and  his  ever  present  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  workers  in  the  plant. 

In  addition  to  his  connection  with  the  New  Haven  Clock  Com¬ 
pany  Mr.  Root  is  vice  president  of  the  First  National  bank  of  New 
Haven;  director  of  the  Morris  Plan  bank,  the  National  Savings  bank, 
the  Atlas  Manufacturing  Company,  the  New  Haven  Water  Company 
and  the  Connecticut  Mortgage  &  Title  Guaranty  Company.  He  is 
president  of  the  New  Haven  Public  library;  a  member  of  the  board  of 
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directors  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison;  vice  president  of  the  Lowell 
House  Association,  and  trustee  of  the  New  Haven  hospital. 

Mr.  Root  has  always  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  civic  affairs 
and  early  in  his  career  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen. 
He  served  as  a  member  of  the  budget  committee  of  the  Community 
Chest  and  has  been  active  in  many  directions  for  the  welfare  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  During  the  World  war  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Senior  Service  Corps,  organized  by  Mr.  Camp.  He  has  always 
been  an  inveterate  reader  and  possesses  a  literary  ability  of  his  own, 
having  prepared  many  papers  of  exceptional  worth  on  matters  of 
current  interest.  He  is  remarkably  well  informed  on  matters  of 
public  importance  and  his  talks,  delivered  before  various  organiza¬ 
tions  on  numerous  occasions,  have  proven  most  interesting  and  color¬ 
ful.  He  possesses  a  delightful  sense  of  humor  which,  coupled  with 
his  talent  as  an  entertaining  conversationalist,  adds  to  a  popularity 
already  established  by  his  many  sterling  traits  of  character. 

Mr.  Root  is  also  interested  in  the  drama  and  was  treasurer  of  the 
Little  Theatre  Guild  of  New  Haven.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Quinui- 
piack  club,  the  Giant  Valley  club,  the  New  Haven  Lawn  club  and  the 
New  Haven  Country  club.  He  is  a  congregationalist  and  a  member 
of  Center  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
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WILLIAM  II.  WEBSTER 


WILLIAM  II.  WEBSTER,  president  of  The  Automatic  Machine 
Company,  and  vice-president  and  director  of  research  of  Bridgeport 
Brass  Company,  is  one  of  the  leading  authorities  in  the  country  today 
on  copper,  brass  and  bronze. 

He  was  born  in  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  April  20,  1868,  his 
family  being  of  Connecticut  stock,  descended  from  Governor  John 
Webster. 

He  attended  Betts  Academy,  Stamford,  Connecticut,  and 
Norwich  Free  Academy  and  in  1890  graduated  from  Cornell  Univer¬ 
sity  with  the  degree  of  mechanical  engineer.  For  two  years  there¬ 
after  he  was  associated  with  Westinghouse,  Church,  Kerr  and 
Company.  In  1892  he  was  employed  by  the  Aluminum  Brass  and 
Bronze  Company  which  afterwards  became  the  Ilousatonic  Branch  of 
Bridgeport  Brass  Company.  In  1898,  Mr.  Webster  became  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Bridgeport  Copper  Company,  one  of  the  pioneer 
producers  in  this  country  of  electrolytically  refined  copper,  which 
position  he  held  until  1897,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  Bridgeport 
Brass  Company  as  foreman  of  its  rolling  mill.  Gradually,  through 
his  ability  and  broad  knowledge  of  the  brass  industry,  he  became 
successively  superintendent  of  the  raw  material  departments,  general 
superintendent  and  in  1914  vice  president,  which  position  he  now 
holds. 

Mr.  Webster  is  a  director  of  the  Bridgeport  Trust  Company;  a 
trustee  of  the  Bridgeport-People’s  Savings  Bank;  a  member  of  the 
executive  board  of  the  Bridgeport  Manufacturers’  Association,  and  is 
connected  with  a  number  of  other  institutions  and  enterprises.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Bridgeport  Financial 
Federation;  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Bridgeport 
Society  for  Mental  Hygiene;  president  of  the  Family  Welfare  Society 
and  director  of  the  Bridgeport  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 
He  was  for  eleven  years  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion;  he  has  been  president  of  the  University  and  Contemporary 
Clubs  and  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bridgeport 
Engineering  Institute,  director  of  the  University  Club  Co.,  vestryman 
of  St.  John’s  Church  and  chairman  of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the 
Bridgeport  Ordnance  District. 

During  the  war  Mr.  Webster  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Council  of  Defense.  Since  1909  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
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American  Society  for  Testing  Materials.  He  is  at  present  one  of  the 
vice  chairmen  of  Committee  B2  on  Non-Ferrous  Metals  and  Alloys 
and  a  member  of  its  Advisory  Committee.  He  is  chairman  of  Sub¬ 
committee  II  on  Wrought  Metals  and  Alloys;  a  member  of  Sub¬ 
committee  IX  on  Nomenclature  of  Metals  and  Alloys;  of  Sub¬ 
committee  X  on  Testing  and  Sub-committee  XIII  on  Strip  Zinc 
also  a  member  of  Committee  B3  on  the  Corrosion  of  Non-Ferrous 
Metals  and  Alloys  and  of  its  Sub-committee  I  on  Total  Immersion 
Testing;  Sub-committee  IV  on  Definitions;  Sub-committee  V  on 
Accelerated  Electrolytic  Corrosion  and  Sub-committee  VII  on  Liquid 
Corrosion.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Committee  Bl  on  Copper  Wire. 
As  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  he  is 
on  the  Advisory  Committee  on  Non-Ferrous  Alloys  and  Metals  of 
the  Bureau  of  Standards  and  the  Bureau  of  Mines;  he  is  chairman 
of  a  Sub-committee  on  Non-Ferrous  Pipes  and  Tubes  of  the  American 
Marine  Standards  Committee;  a  member  of  the  A.  S.  M.  E.  Main 
Research  Committee  and  of  a  Sub-committee  on  Condenser  Tubing 
Research. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Automotive  Engineers;  the 
American  Society  of  Naval  Engineers;  the  British  Institute  of  Metals; 
the  American  Institute  of  Metals,  in  which  latter  society  he  has  held 
the  positions  of  vice-president  and  president;  the  American  Institute 
of  Mining  and  Metallurgical  Engineers  and  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Arts.  He  is  also  prominently  identified  with  the  following 
institutions  in  which  he  holds  membership;  The  Engineers  Club  of 
New  York,  the  Engineers  Club;  University  Club  and  Brooklawn 
Country  Club;  and  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  of  Bridgeport,  and 
has  presented  papers  before  various  engineering  societies  and  taken 
out  numerous  patents. 

Mr.  Webster  was  married  to  Miss  Susan  W.  Hinckley,  and  they 
have  two  children.  Mrs.  Pendleton  Marshall  of  Greenwich  and 
Wm.  R.  Webster,  Jr. 
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HERBERT  SAMUEL  ROWLAND 


HERBERT  SAMUEL  ROWLAND,  late  secretary,  treasurer 
and  general  manager  of  the  Berbecker  &  Rowland  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Waterbury,  and  the  guiding  spirit  responsible  for  that 
company’s  steady  growth,  was  born  at  Weston,  Connecticut,  August 
21,  1865,  the  son  of  Samuel  Sherwood  and  Emily  Cole  (Thorpe)  Row¬ 
land.  Ilis  death  occurred  at  Waterbury,  January  1G,  1929. 

Mr.  Rowland’s  parents  removed  to  Southport,  Connecticut,  when 
he  was  about  10  years  of  age.  He  studied  at  public  and  private 
schools  of  that  town  and  at  the  Fairfield  Academy,  followed  by  a 
course  at  the  South  Berkshire  Institute  at  New  Marlboro,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  After  his  graduation  he  removed  to  Waterbury  and  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Ralph  N.  Blakeslee  Company  where  he  remained 
for  several  years.  He  then  went  to  the  Waterbury  Button  Company 
with  which  he  was  connected  until  1894,  where  he  purchased  the 
interest  of  George  W.  Tucker  in  the  Tucker  Manufacturing  Company, 
which  had  been  formed  that  year,  and  with  Julius  Berbecker,  president 
of  the  Tucker  Manufacturing  Company,  organized  the  business  under 
the  name  of  the  Berbecker  &  Rowland  Manufacturing  Company. 

Mr.  Rowland  was  first  secretary  and  then  secretary  and  treasurer, 
which  office,  together  with  that  of  general  manager,  he  held  until 
shortly  before  his  death.  The  company  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  cabinet,  drapery  and  upholstery  hardware  and  was  very  successful 
under  Mr.  Rowland’s  direction.  He  kept  abreast  of  the  times  and 
developed  the  sales  extensively,  with  the  result  that  the  plant  in¬ 
creased  to  three  times  its  original  size,  several  additions  being  built 
and  modern  equipment  installed  throughout.  October  1,  1928,  Mr. 
Rowland  retired  from  active  management  and  the  Beardsley  & 
Wolcott  Manufacturing  Company,  succeeded  the  Berbecker  & 
Rowland  Manufacturing  Company,  Mr.  Rowland  continuing  a 
director  in  the  new  company  until  his  death. 

In  addition  to  his  activities  with  the  Berbecker  &  Rowland 
Manufacturing  Company  Mr.  Rowland  was  a  director  of  the  Colonial 
Trust  Company  and  of  the  Apothecary  Hall  Company.  He  was  a 
member  of  Clark  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  Nosahogan  Lodge 
of  Odd  Fellows,  a  third  degree  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Waterbury 
Country  club,  the  Waterbury  club,  the  Home  club  and  was  identified 
with  the  First  Congregational  church.  In  politics  he  was  a  Repub¬ 
lican. 


2G9  — 


cm  ivoij  a  j i,  t  ;  rjianr?m 


77<)>£  JJUMA3  T: (;  IHI! 


i>:*«  ^  ,J|K"  io  c  ;c  )t  i. 


Mr.  Rowland  married  at  Woodbury,  Connecticut,  October  6, 
1893,  Susie  S.  North,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  and  Mr.  Alfred  North, 
Dr.  North  being  one  of  the  most  noted  physicians  and  surgeons  of  his 
day  and  a  highly  respected  and  prominent  citizen.  Three  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowland:  a  son  dying  in  infancy,  Alfred 
North,  born  January  16,  1900,  and  Helen  North,  born  December  31, 
1903,  who  married  Melville  Bell  Grosvenor  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  to 
whom  two  children  have  been  born:  Helen  Rowland  and  Alexander 
Graham  Bell. 
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FREDERICK  JOHN  KINGSBURY  (I) 

FREDERICK  JOHN  KINGSBURY  (I),  whose  death  on 
September  30,  1910,  at  the  age  of  87  years,  deprived  the  city  of 
Waterbury  of  one  of  its  best  known  and  most  distinguished  citizens, 
was  a  member  of  a  very  ancient  English  family,  the  name  of  Kings¬ 
bury  or  Kyngesbury,  as  it  was  originally  spelled,  being  frequently 
met  with  in  the  fifteenth  century  and  even  preceding  it.  The  line  is 
traced  continuously  and  unbroken  from  John  Kyngesbury  of  Great 
Cornard,  Suffolkshire,  who  died  in  1539,  down  to  the  present  time. 

Henry  Kingsbury,  of  the  sixth  generation  from  the  John 
mentioned,  came  to  this  country  from  Assington,  Suffolkshire,  with 
John  Mortlirup  and  in  1638  is  recorded  as  one  of  the  founders  of 
Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  in  that  year.  The  family  became  prominent 
in  general  affairs,  religious,  civil  and  military  throughout  Colonial  and 
Revolutionary  times.  Charles  Denison  Kingsbury  1st,  son  of  Judge 
John  Kingsbury  and  graduate  of  Yale  in  the  class  of  1786,  and  a 
student  in  the  Litchfield  Law  School,  and  Marcia  Bronson,  a  descen¬ 
dant  of  one  of  the  Proprietors  of  Waterbury,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  biography,  was  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  early  Waterbury 
and  actively  identified  with  the  general  mercantile  and  industrial 
business  of  the  community.  In  later  life  he  developed  a  large  estate 
left  by  his  father  as  farm  tracts  and  was  successful  in  agriculture  on 
an  extensive  scale  himself.  He  died  January  16,  1890,  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  95  years. 

Frederick  John  Kingsbury,  the  elder  of  the  two  children  of 
Charles  Denison  and  Eliza  (Leavenworth)  Kingsbury,  was  born 
January  1,  1823,  in  Waterbury  and  there  made  his  home  during  his 
entire  life,  his  death  occurring  September  30,  1910,  at  the  age  of  87. 
The  fondness  for  intellectual  pursuits  which  marked  his  character 
during  his  life  made  its  appearance  early  in  his  childhood  and  was 
doubtless  fostered  by  the  circumstances  which  surrounded  him  and  the 
careful  training  which  he  received  at  his  mother’s  own  hand  as  a  child. 
He  was  not  a  robust  boy,  and  his  mother,  who  took  much  interest  in 
botany  and  chemistry,  constituted  herself  his  teacher.  The  influence 
of  her  charming  and  beauty  loving  personality  had  a  great  effect 
in  moulding  the  lad’s  into  a  similar  form.  His  boyhood  was  spent 
on  his  father’s  farm  and  by  the  time  he  had  recovered  his  health 
sufficiently  and  had  reached  a  suitable  age  to  leave  home  to  complete 
his  education  he  was  possessed  of  a  good  practical  knowledge  of 
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farming.  After  studying  for  some  years  under  the  gentle  discipline 
of  his  mother,  it  was  thought  wise  to  send  him  from  home  to  a  school 
where  he  would  rub  with  other  boys  and  learn  a  little  of  life,  as  well 
as  prepare  himself  for  college.  An  invitation  from  a  maternal  uncle, 
the  Rev.  Abner  J.  Leavenworth,  to  visit  him  in  Virginia,  was  accepted, 
the  excellent  clergyman  undertaking  to  superintend  his  nephew’s 
studies  personally. 

On  his  return  to  the  north  he  was  sent  to  the  Waterbury  Academy 
and  there  prepared  himself  for  college  and  the  professional  course 
which  lie  proposed  taking.  The  Rev.  Seth  Fuller  was  principal  of  the 
Waterbury  Academy  at  that  time,  a  man  of  strong  personality  and 
much  erudition,  who  influenced  not  a  little  the  forming  mind  of  his 
talented  pupil.  After  completing  his  studies  here  he  matriculated 
at  Yale  college  and  there,  after  distinguishing  himself  and  drawing 
upon  himself  the  favorable  regard  of  his  professors  and  instructors,  he 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1816.  He  entered  Yale  Law  School 
where  he  came  into  contact  with  a  number  of  interesting  legal  minds, 
among  which  were  Chief  Justice  William  L.  Storrs  and  Isaac  H. 
Townsend.  He  then  entered  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  C. 
Perkins  of  Hartford  and  later  that  of  the  Hon.  Charles  G.  Loring  of 
Boston,  to  complete  his  reading  of  the  law.  In  1818,  two  years  after 
his  graduation  from  Yale,  lie  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar 
and  the  following  year  opened  a  law  office  in  his  native  city. 

He  was  successful  from  the  start  and  would  undoubtedly  have 
made  a  name  for  himself  in  his  profession  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact 
that  in  1850,  after  having  practiced  his  profession  for  a  year,  he  had 
his  attention  directed  toward  banking  in  such  a  manner  as  to  induce 
him  to  engage  in  that  business.  He  did  not  at  once  give  up  his  legal 
practice,  following  both  occupations  for  three  years.  He  then  closed 
his  law  office  and  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  banking.  The 
recognition  of  his  ability  and  integrity  was  such  that  his  fellow 
citizens  elected  him  to  represent  them  in  the  Connecticut  State 
legislature  in  1850,  but  two  years  after  his  admission  to  the  bar,  and 
it  was  during  the  term  of  his  service  in  that  body  that  his  attention 
became  directed  to  the  subject  of  banks  and  banking,  and  the  plan  of 
establishing  a  savings  bank  took  shape  in  his  mind.  He  procured  a 
charter  for  the  Waterbury  Savings  bank  and  was  himself  made 
treasurer  of  the  institution  and  managed  its  affairs  until  his  death. 
In  the  same  year  that  he  withdrew  from  the  legal  profession,  1853, 
Mr.  Kingsbury  and  Abram  Ives  founded  the  Citizens’  bank  of  Water¬ 
bury  and  he  was  chosen  president,  a  post  he  held  until  his  death. 
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Mr.  Kingsbury’s  position  in  the  financial  and  business  circles 
grew  rapidly  to  one  of  importance.  Poliowing  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Kingsbury’s  father,  William  II.  Scovill,  in  1858,  lie  was  elected  to  the 
directorate  of  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company.  He  took  such  an 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  company  and  gave  so  much  of  his  attention 
thereto  that  in  1862  his  fellow  directors  determined  to  put  him  on  the 
active  official  staff  and  elected  him  secretary.  Two  years  later  he  was 
made  treasurer  and  in  1868  he  succeeded  S.  W.  Hall  as  president. 
For  82  years  he  held  that  office  and  at  length,  in  1900,  refused  re- 
election.  Nor  was  this  the  only  important  business  concern  with 
which  he  was  officially  connected.  As  time  went  on  he  became  one 
of  the  most  prominent  figures  in  the  business  world  of  this  vicinity, 
and  was  associated  with  railroad  and  steamship  companies  and  other 
concerns. 

In  addition  to  his  term  in  the  state  legislature  previously  referred 
to  Mr.  Kingsbury  was  again  elected  in  1858  and  in  1865  and  was 
appointed  chairman  of  the  banking  committee,  a  position  for  which 
his  experience  amply  qualified  him.  During  the  latter  session  he  was 
also  a  member  of  the  committee  on  the  revision  of  the  statutes  of 
Connecticut.  At  one  time  he  was  urged  by  the  Republican  party 
organization  in  the  state  to  accept  the  candicacy  for  governor  of 
Connecticut,  an  offer  which  his  prominence  in  many  directions  and  his 
personal  popularity  rendered  most  appropriate.  He  was,  however, 
unable  to  accept  it  owing  to  the  many  interests  for  which  responsi¬ 
bility  was  already  resting  upon  him  and  which  he  could  not  shift  and 
would  not  neglect.  He  allowed  his  name  to  be  used  as  candidate  for 
lieutenant-governor,  however,  The  Republican  ticket  was  that  year 
defeated  so  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  Mr.  Kingsbury  to  change  any 

of  his  private  obligations  for  public  ones. 

Mr.  Kingsbury’s  achievements  in  the  realm  of  scholarship  was 
quite  as  conspicuous  as  in  the  business  world  and,  perhaps,  even  dearer 
to  his  heart,  in  view  of  his  strong  mental  tendency  in  that  direction. 
His  work  as  a  business  man  was  fine  but  he  may  be  said  to  have  pur¬ 
sued  his  literary  work  con  amove.  His  intellectual  attainments  were 
exceptional  and  marked  by  the  greatest  versatility.  He  was  an 
enthusiast  in  the  cause  of  general  education,  and  worked  hard  for  its 
spread  in  many  ways.  He  was  treasurer  of  the  Bronson  library  fund 
from  its  foundation  for  over  30  years  and  by  careful  investments  lie 
greatly  increased  the  original  bequest  \  was  chairman  of  the  book 
committee  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  agents.  In  1881  he  was 
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elected  a  member  of  the  corporation  of  Yale  college,  and  served  on 
that  honorable  body  until  1899.  In  1893  he  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  Williams  college,  and  six  years  later 
the  same  degree  from  Yale.  He  was  appointed  in  1876  to  represent 
the  state  of  Connecticut  in  the  national  committee  at  the  centennial 
exposition  in  Philadelphia. 

He  was  a  member  of  many  literary  and  scientific  clubs  and 
associations,  among  which  were  the  American  Antiquarian  Society, 
the  American  Historical  Association,  the  Connecticut  Academy  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  the  New  Haven  County  Historical  Society,  the 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars  and  the  University  and  Century  clubs.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  American  Social  Science  Association,  a 
department  of  knowledge  in  which  he  specialized  to  a  considerable 
extent  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life.  He  was  president  of  the 
association  for  a  number  of  years.  History  and  genealogy  were 
subjects  which  exercised  a  strong  fascination  for  him  and  he  was 
regarded  as  an  authority  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  home  locality. 
He  was  the  author  of  an  excellent  history  of  Waterbury,  and  with  the 
collaboration  of  Mary  Kingsbury  Talcott,  compiled  the  “Kingsbury 
Genealogy.”  He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  was  married  April  29,  1851,  to  Alathae  Ruth 
Scovill,  daughter  of  William  Henry  and  Eunice  Ruth  (Davies)  Scovill 
of  Waterbury.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kingsbury  five  children  were  born 
as  follows:  1.  William  Charles,  born  in  July,  1853,  died  March  2, 
1864.  2.  Mary  Eunice,  born  June  9,  1856,  married  Dr.  Charles 

Steadman  Bull  of  New  York  City,  and  became  the  mother  of  three 
children:  Frederick  Kingsbury,  Ludlow  Seguino,  and  Dorothy. 
3.  Alice  Eliza,  born  May  4,  1858.  4.  Edith  Davies,  born  February 
6,  1860.  5.  Frederick  John,  Jr.,  (whose  biography  appears  in  this 

work)  born  July  7,  1863,  died  July  11,  1927.  He  left  two  children: 
1.  Ruth,  who  married  Richard  C.  Sargent  of  New  Haven  and  to 
whom  two  sons  have  been  born,  Richard  C.  Jr.,  and  Frederick  Kings¬ 
bury.  2.  Frederick  J.,  Jr.,  who  married  Julia  McKinney  of  Albany, 
New  York.  They  have  two  children,  Patricia  and  Frederick  Jr.,  the 
third. 
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FREDERICK  JOHN  KINGSBURY,  JR. 

FREDERICK  JOHN  KINGSBURY,  Jr.,  former  president  of 
the  Bridgeport  Brass  Company  and  prominently  identified  with  the 
business  and  other  activities  of  the  state,  was  born  m  Waterbury, 
Connecticut,  July  7,  1863,  and  died  at  his  home  in  New  Haven,  Ju  y 
11  1927.  His  death  removed  from  the  community  one  of  its  mos 
valued  members,  a  man  whose  service  to  his  fellows  and  whose  fine 

personality  will  be  long  remembered. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  was  the  son  of  Frederick  J .  (I)  and  Althea  Ruth 
(Scovill)  Kingsbury  and  his  ancestry  on  both  sides  has  been  prom¬ 
inent  in  Connecticut  for  many  generations.  The  Kingsbury  ancestor 
is  traced'  in  an  unbroken  line  in  England  from  the  Fifteenth  century 
down  to  the  present  day  and  the  founder  of  the  family  in  this  coun  ry 
was  Henry  Kingsbury,  who  came  from  Suffolkshire  with  Governor 
Winthrop  in  1635  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Ipswich,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  His  grandfather,  Charles  Denison  Kingsbury,  and  his 
father,  Frederick  John  Kingsbury  (I)  were  prominent  in  the  de\  elop- 

ment  of  Waterbury. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  attended  the  schools  of  Waterbury  and  prepared 
for  college  at  the  famous  St.  Paul’s  school  at  Concord,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Having  completed  a  special  course  in  mechanical  engineering 
at  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston,  he  became  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company  at  Water¬ 
bury  His  association  with  that  great  concern  during  the  formative 
days  of  his  young  manhood  served  to  acquaint  him  with  the  processes 

and  business  procedure  of  the  brass  manufacturing  industry 

In  1889  Mr.  Kingsbury  went  to  Bridgeport  in  t  ic  capaci  y 
secretary  of  the  Aluminum  Brass  and  Bronze  Company,  now  le 
Housatonic  branch  of  the  Bridgeport  Brass  Company.  He  resigned 
that  position  upon  his  election  as  secretary  of  the  Bridgepor  rass 
Company,  January  24,  1895.  He  was  made  treasurer  MaiJ  25 
1902,  and  advanced  to  the  presidency,  February  7  lJOo.  He  w 
made  chairman  of  the  board,  August  23,  1921,  which  position 

continued  to  fill  until  his  death.  .,  ,  ,  , 

Early  in  his  association  with  the  company  he  manifested  the 
progressive  spirit  which  was  responsible  for  much  increased  prosperity 
for  the  business.  He  inaugurated  an  extensive  advertising  campaign 
for  the  company’s  products  and  reorganized  its  accounting  system. 
At  that  time  few  manufacturing  establishments  had  efficient  cost 
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systems  and  the  method  of  cost  and  general  accounting  introduced 
by  Mr.  Kingsbury  was  a  highly  satisfactory  innovation  of  inestimable 
value.  That  Mr.  Kingsbury’s  regime  was  successful  is  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  during  it  the  business  of  the  company  quadrupled. 
When  he  first  became  connected  with  it  the  capitalization  was 
$150,000  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  it  was  capitalized  at  $2,000,000. 

Comparatively  soon  after  coming  to  the  company  Mr.  Kingsbury 
became  its  general  manager,  although  the  title  was  not  officially 
conferred  until  later.  As  such  he  had  the  responsibility  for  the 
general  policies  of  the  company  which  he  conducted  along  progressive 
lines,  his  course  always  being  marked  by  an  outlook  to  the  future. 
He  realized  that  industry  was  undergoing  a  period  of  change  and  he 
always  kept  abreast  of  developments  of  all  kinds.  He  very  early 
became  interested  in  the  subject  of  industrial  relations  and  took 
great  care  to  see  that  the  industrial  relations  policy  of  his  company 
was  beyond  criticism.  He  did  a  great  deal  of  work  through  the 
Connecticut  Manufacturers’  Association  to  arouse  the  manufacturers 
of  the  state  to  the  importance  of  and  necessity  for  a  proper  situation 
in  this  respect.  Throughout  the  last  20  years  of  his  life  he  was  very 
active  in  the  affairs  of  the  state  manufacturers’  association  and  his 
work  on  behalf  of  satisfactory  relations  between  employer  and 
employee  was,  perhaps,  his  outstanding  contribution  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  and  welfare  of  industry  in  the  state. 

In  addition  to  his  connection  with  the  Bridgeport  Brass  Com¬ 
pany  Mr.  Kingsbury  was  president  of  the  A.  P.  Swoyer  Company  of 
Philadelphia,  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Bridgeport  Electric 
Manufacturing  Company.  He  was  a  former  president  of  the  Bridge¬ 
port  Manufacturers’  Association  and  served  as  a  director  of  the  First 
National  bank  of  Bridgeport,  the  Morris  Plan  bank  of  Bridgeport,  of 
which  he  was  president  for  10  years;  a  director  of  the  Union  Trust 
Company  of  New  Haven,  of  the  Seovill  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Waterbury  and  of  the  Bridgeport  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  civic,  patriotic 
and  benevolent  interests.  During  the  World  war  he  served  on  the 
finance  committee  of  the  National  War  Work  Council  and  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  State  Industrial  Council  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  of  Connecticut.  He  was  also  a  generous  supporter  and 
volunteer  worker  for  the  Bridgeport  Community  Chest.  He  served 
as  vestryman  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  church  of  Fairfield  while  the 
family  lived  there  and  later  in  St.  Thomas’  church,  New  Haven, 
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which  he  had  represented  as  a  delegate  to  Episcopal  Diocesan  con¬ 
ventions.  Throughout  his  life  he  was  earnestly  concerned  in  the 
success  of  young  men  and  through  the  International  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association,  and  other  mediums,  he  was  enabled  to  gratify 
his  desire  to  be  of  service  to  them.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Connect¬ 
icut  Civil  Service  Reform  Association  and  affiliated  with  the  Delta 
Psi  Fraternity,  the  St.  Anthony  and  Lotus  clubs  of  Bridgeport,  and 
the  Quinnipiac,  Lawn  and  Country  clubs  of  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  married  November  11,  1886,  in  New  York  City, 
Adele  Townsend,  a  native  of  New  York  City,  and  daughter  of 
Edward  M.  and  Belinda  (Rockwell)  Townsend.  Two  children  were 
bom  of  the  union:  1.  Ruth,  who  married  Richard  C.  Sargent  of  New 
Haven.  They  have  two  sons,  Richard  C.,  Jr.,  and  Frederick  Kings¬ 
bury.  2.  Frederick,  Jr.,  married  Julia  McKinney  of  Albany,  New 
York,  and  they  have  two  children,  Patricia  and  Frederick,  Jr.,  the 
third.  They  live  in  New  Haven. 
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FREDERICK  KINGSBURY  BULL 


FREDERICK  KINGSBURY  BULL,  vice-president  of  the 
Litchfield  Finance  Company,  director  in  the  Bridgeport  Brass  Com¬ 
pany  and  other  corporations,  actively  identified  in  boy’s  work  and  one 
of  Litchfield’s  most  progressive  citizens,  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
April  28,  1884.  His  father,  Charles  Steadman  Bull,  M.D.,  was  a 
graduate  of  Columbia  University  in  18G4  and  thereafter  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death  in  1911  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  oculists  in 
New  York.  Mary  E.  Kingsbury  of  Waterbury,  mother  of  Frederick 
Kingsbury  Bull  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  Frederick  John  Kingsbury 
of  Waterbury,  who  was  one  of  its  most  honored  and  respected  citizens, 
active  in  banking,  manufacturing  and  philanthropy  and  a  member  of 
the  corporation  of  Yale  University.  The  Scovill  and  Kingsbury 
families,  from  both  of  which  Mr.  Bull  is  descended,  have  been 
prominent  in  industrial  activities  of  Waterbury  for  more  than  a 
century;  on  the  paternal  side  Henry  King  Bull,  grandfather  of 
Frederick  Kingsbury  Bull,  was  a  well-known  ship  owner  of  New  York 
during  the  Civil  War. 

Frederick  Kingsbury  Bull  received  his  earlier  education  in  small 
private  schools,  later  at  Pomfret  School,  Pomfret,  Connecticut, 
preparatory  to  his  entering  Yale,  being  graduating  therefrom  in  1906 
with  the  B.  A.  degree.  He  subsequently  spent  one  year  at  the 
Harvard  Law  School.  His  first  occupation  after  completing  his  college 
career  was  with  the  firm  of  accountants  Gunn  Richards  &  Company, 
in  New  York  City,  remaining  in  their  employ  for  four  years.  He 
then  became  secretary  of  Index  Visible,  Inc.  of  New  Haven  from 
1913  to  1916  with  an  office  in  New  York  city  and  was  a  director 
of  the  company  from  1913  up  to  the  time  of  its  purchase  and  merger 
by  the  Rand  Kardex  Company  in  1925.  Present  business  connections 
held  by  Mr.  Bull  are:  director,  Bridgeport  Brass  Company,  director 
and  vice-president,  Container  Sales  Company  of  New  York;  president 
and  director  Litchfield  Land  Co. 

Mr.  Bull  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  Town  committee  and 
interested  in  town  affairs  and  civic  welfare  work.  His  chief  interest 
and  occupation  at  the  present  time  is  in  advancing  the  welfare  of  boys 
and  to  this  work  he  devotes  the  major  part  of  his  time.  He  is  chair¬ 
man  and  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Litchfield 
county  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  secretary  of  the  Connecticut  Junior  Republic 
Association  and  a  trustee  and  member  of  the  executive  committee. 
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He  is  a  director  of  the  National  organization,  Junior  Achievement, 
Inc.  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts;  director,  Connecticut  Junior 
Achievement,  member  of  the  slate  executive  committee,  Connecticut 
Y.  M.  C.  A.;  director,  Litchfield  County  Farm  Bureau;  director, 
Litchfield  Historical  society;  director,  Litchfield  Village  Improvement 
society;  director,  Litchfield  Forestry  Association.  Mr.  Bull  was 
secretary  of  the  Bridgeport  Region,  War  Industries  Board  in  1918. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Yale,  University,  Racquet  and  Tennis 
Clubs  of  New  York  City,  Litchfield  County  University  Club,  Grad¬ 
uates  Club  of  New  Haven,  University  Club  of  Bridgeport,  Litchfield 
Country  Club,  Sanctum  Club  of  Litchfield,  Society  of  the  Cincinnati 
in  Connecticut,  a  vestryman  in  St.  Michael’s  Episcopal  Church  of 
Litchfield.  His  chief  recreations  are  walking  and  tennis. 

Mj*.  Bull  has  been  a  summer  resident  of  Litchfield  for  over  twenty 
years,  and  has  made  it  his  permanent  home  since  1919. 


—  279 


•  'v  >J  U4  h  lo  unim;  cr  »fr*  jvridaA 

•^ih  ;u«on  i  i:r  >  M  MjJkJ  /iov>*>  rb 


i  a  it  x.uj  iivjuft  i  fl.jjii  fio  0)  b  .;*■>••  * 


it i  i  6  i.-.  hrlT  i,  .  T 


■  ‘  >  •  I  f;,  iV)  ..„i  Ji  »l»x  ,u  t  *;  ,  4-  1  ,* 


GEORGE  CATLIN  WOODRUFF 

The  eldest  son  of  the  Hon.  George  Morris  Woodruff  and  Elizabeth 
Parsons  Woodruff,  Mr.  Woodruff  was  born  in  Litchfield  June  23, 
1861.  His  father  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  bar,  a  lawyer  of  prom¬ 
inence  and  distinction,  financier  and  a  most  honored  and  respected 
citizen  of  Litchfield  during  his  long  and  useful  career.  He  served 
his  state  well  having  been  a  state  representative,  judge  of  probate, 
town  clerk  and  treasurer,  railroad  commissioner  and  active  in  other 
offices.  He  is  President  of  First  National  Bank  and  of  The  Litchfield 
Savings  Society  also  of  The  Litchfield  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany.  On  his  father’s  side,  George  Gatlin  Woodruff  was  descended 
from  Matthew  Woodruff  who  came  from  England  to  Hartford  with 
Thomas  Hooker  in  1638,  and  from  Richard  Seymour  who  located 
there  three  years  earlier.  Three  other  paternal  ancestors  John  Buel, 
John  Marsh  and  Nathaniel  Woodruff  were  among  the  original 
settlers  of  Litchfield.  Major  Moses  Seymour,  Mr.  Woodruff’s  great- 
great-grandfather,  participated  in  the  Battle  of  Saratoga,  was  present 
at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Burgoyne,  and  also  had  personal  charge  at  his 
home  in  Litchfield  of  Major  Matthew,  the  Tory  mayor  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Woodruff’s  grandfather  for  whom  lie  was  named,  George 
Catlin  Woodruff,  was  a  most  distinguished  lawyer,  a  colonel  of  state 
militia,  postmaster  of  Litchfield,  judge  of  probate,  state  representa¬ 
tive,  Congressman  and  a  man  of  unusual  ability.  On  the  national 
side  Mr.  Woodruff  traced  his  line  of  descent  from  Thomas  Parsons, 
who  came  from  Somersetshire,  England  to  Philadelphia  in  1685  and 
from  John  Bowne,  who  came  from  Derbyshire,  England  to  Boston  in 

1649. 

George  Catlin  Woodruff  prepared  for  college  at  Phillips  Academy, 
Andover,  entered  Yale  University  in  the  fall  of  1881,  remaining  there 
for  two  years.  He  then  entered  Amherst  College  where  he  received 
degree  of  B.  A.  in  1885  and  his  M.  A.  degree  in  1888. 

Meanwhile  in  1885  he  entered  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
New  York  City  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1888.  Immediately 
afterwards  he  became  superintendent  for  Colorado  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Sunday  School  and  publishing  society  with  headquarters  at 
Colorado  Springs. 

In  November  1889  he  married  Lucy  Este  Crawford  of  Baltimore, 
a  great-great-grand-daughter  of  former  President  William  Henry 
Harrison.  In  January  1890  he  took  charge  of  the  Congregational 
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Churcli  at  Green  Mountain  Falls,  Colorado,  where  he  remained  until 
1891,  when  he  returned  east  to  become  pastor  of  the  Faith  Chapel 
Mission  of  the  New  York  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  He  held  that  pastorate  until  1894,  when  he  left  the  ministry. 

In  October  1894  Mr.  Woodruff  entered  the  field  of  journalism, 
purchasing  the  Litchfield  Enquirer,  a  weekly  paper  established  in  1825 
and  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  state.  He  was  also  closely  identified  with 
the  State  and  National  Editorial  Associations  during  all  the  period 
of  his  newspaper  work.  He  was  a  delegate  to  various  national 
editorial  conventions  in  that  period  and  served  as  a  member  of  many 
of  the  important  committees.  He  also  was  honored  by  his  selection 
as  president  of  the  state  association  and  served  as  vice  president  of 
the  National  Association.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic  State 
Central  Committee  and  of  the  Connecticut  Delegation  to  the  Indianap¬ 
olis  Convention  in  1896,  but  during  the  past  quarter  century  of  his 
life  was  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party. 

He  served  as  chief  of  the  Litchfield  fire  department  and  in  other 
civic  responsibilities  and  always  had  been  a  strong  worker  for  the 
welfare  of  Litchfield.  Mr.  Woodruff  was  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  and  served  as  master  of  St.  Paul’s  Lodge  No.  11  of  Litch¬ 
field.  He  was  a  member  of  several  clubs.  During  the  last  years  of 
his  life  he  traveled  extensively.  He  made  a  complete  circuit  of  the 
world,  visiting  many  countries. 

George  Catlin  Woodruff,  whose  life  ended  March  17,  1929,  was 
editor  and  owner  of  The  Litchfield  Enquirer ,  with  which  publication 
he  had  been  actively  associated  in  an  editorial  capacity  for  more  than 
85  years.  Litchfield  and  the  region  around  it  had  know  Mr.  Wood¬ 
ruff  not  only  as  an  editor  but  as  a  most  active  citizen  interested  in  civic 
welfare  and  prominent  in  leadership  for  good  causes  always.  No  man 
could  have  been  more  widely  known  throughout  Connecticut.  His 
friends  were  legion. 
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HON.  STEPHEN  WRIGHT  KELLOGG 


IION.  STEPHEN  WRIGHT  KELLOGG,  who  was  a  noted 
lawyer  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  for  over  50  years,  one  of  the 
state’s  foremost  juiists  and  whose  service  to  the  state  and  nation 
through  three  terms  in  Congress  made  him  an  outstanding  figure  of 
his  time,  was  born  at  Shelburne,  Massachusetts,  April  5,  1822.  Ilis 
death  at  Waterbury,  January  27,  1904,  deprived  the  state  of  one  of  its 
most  distinguished  citizens  and  his  fellow  townsmen  of  a  highly 
esteemed  and  valued  member  of  the  community. 

He  was  the  son  of  Jacob  Poole  and  Lucy  (Wright)  Kellogg. 
On  the  paternal  side  the  ancestiy  is  traced  to  Joseph  Kellogg,  who 
settled  at  Farmington,  Connecticut,  in  1640  and  went  from  there  to 
Massachusetts,  other  noted  names  in  the  family  ancestry  being  those 
of  such  early  Massachusetts  families  as  the  Wrights,  Pooles,  Prescotts 
and  Chases.  His  great  grandfather  Lieutenant  Jacob  Poole  of 
Massachusetts,  was  second  in  command  of  the  company  of  troops 
under  General  Arnold  to  penetrate  the  wilds  of  Maine  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  his  grandfather,  at  the  age  of  16,  served  in  the 
American  army  in  the  last  year  of  the  war.  *■ 

Stephen  W.  Kellogg  spent  his  boyhood  on  his  father’s  farm, 
working  in  the  summer  and  attending  the  town  schools  in  the  winter, 
with  an  attendance  at  the  academy  at  Shelburne  Falls  for  a  short  time. 
He  also  taught  school  during  the  winter  months  after  he  was  16  years 
of  age.  After  attending  Amherst  college  for  two  terms  he  entered 
Yale  college  in  the  third  term  of  the  Freshman  year  and  was  graduated 
in  1846,  taking  one  of  the  three  highest  honors  of  his  class.  At  Yale 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  fraternity  and  of  the  Senior 
Society,  Skull  and  Bones.  His  father  died  at  the  end  of  his  first  year 
in  college,  leaving  his  widow  and  three  younger  children  to  the  care 
of  the  young  student. 

Following  his  graduation  from  Yale  he  became  principal  of  an 
academy  at  Winchendon,  Massachusetts,  but  returned  to  New  Haven 
and  entered  the  Yale  Law  School  the  following  winter.  While  there 
he  taught  Greek  in  the  school  conducted  by  Aaron  N.  Skinner.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar  in  June,  1848,  and  immediately 
opened  a  law  office  at  Naugatuck,  remaining  there  until  1854  when 
he  removed  to  Waterbury,  having  been  elected  judge  of  the  probate 
court  for  the  Waterbury  district  which  then  included  Naugatuck. 
From  1854  he  continued  his  law  office  in  Waterbury,  having  a 
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large  practice  in  the  higher  courts  of  the  state  and  the  United  States 
courts. 

Mr.  Kellogg  was  clerk  of  the  Connecticut  state  senate  in  1851,  a 
member  of  the  senate  from  the  Waterbury  district  in  1853  and  a 
member  of  the  House  in  1856.  In  1854  he  was  appointed  by  the 
legislature  judge  of  the  New  Haven  County  court  and  he  held  the  office 
of  judge  of  probate  for  the  district  of  Waterbury  for  seven  years. 
He  was  the  city  attorney  of  Waterbury  from  1866  to  1869,  during 
which  time  he  procured  the  first  legislation  for  supplying  the  city  with 
water.  He  was  again  city  attorney  from  1877  to  1883  and  during  this 
period  drew  up  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  sewerage  system  for  the 
city  and  procured  its  passage. 

He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  national  convention  in  1860 
and  was  a  member  of  the  committee  in  that  convention  which  drew 
up  the  platform  upon  which  Abraham  Lincoln  was  first  elected 
president.  He  was  also  appointed  delegate  to  the  national  conven¬ 
tions  of  1868  and  1876  and  in  the  latter  was  chairman  of  the  Connect¬ 
icut  delegation. 

He  helped  to  organize  a  National  Guard  to  take  the  place  of  the 
militia  of  the  state  after  the  Civil  war  and  was  colonel  of  the  Second 
regiment,  C.  N.  G.,  from  1863  to  1866  and  brigadier  general  from 
1866  to  1870. 

Mr.  Kellogg  was  elected  to  the  Congresses  of  1869,  1871  and 
1873.  During  his  six  years  of  service  in  Congress  he  was  a  member 
of  the  committees  on  Judiciary,  Patents,  War  Claims  and  Pacific 
Railroads;  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Naval  Lxpenditures 
in  the  42nd  Congress,  and  of  the  committee  on  Civil  Service  Reform 
in  the  43rd  Congress,  lie  was  influential  in  securing  legislation  for 
the  improvement  of  the  harbors  on  the  coast  of  Connecticut  and  in 
procuring  the  tariff  legislation  of  1870  and  1872.  He  prepared  and 
influenced  the  passage  of  bills  reorganizing  the  Treasury  and  War 
departments.  He  was  one  of  the  agents  of  the  Bronson  library  of 
Waterbury  from  its  organization  in  1868  and  while  in  Congress 
succeeded  in  making  it  one  of  the  six  depositories  in  the  state  for  the 
valuable  publications  of  the  United  States  government.  During  his 
three  terms  inWashington,  Mr.  Kellogg  was  conceded  to  be  one  of  the 
best  representatives  the  district  ever  had  with  a  peculiar  aptitude  for 
the  practical  side  of  legislation. 

Following  his  retirement  from  Congress  he  practiced  law  until 
his  death  in  1904,  his  son,  John  P.  Kellogg,  being  associated  with  him 
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for  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life.  He  never  lost  interest  in  public 
affairs  and  frequently  wrote  articles  for  the  press  upon  political  and 
other  subjects  of  interest.  In  1900  he  was  presidential  elector-at- 
laige  for  Connecticut. 

September  10,  1851,  Mr.  Kellogg  was  married  to  Lucia  Ilosmer 
Andrews  of  noted  Colonial  ancestry,  including  William  Andrews,  one 
of  the  twelve  founders  of  the  church  of  New  Haven  Colony;  Thomas 
Hosmer,  from  whom  was  descended  Stephen  Titus  Ilosmer,  chief 
justice  of  Connecticut  (Mrs.  Kellogg’s  grandfather);  Major  General 
Samuel  Holden  Parsons,  a  member  of  Washington’s  staff  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  the  Rev.  Richard  Mather  of  Boston,  1G35,  and 
such  prominent  families  as  the  Griswolds,  Lords  and  Lees  of  Lyme, 
Connecticut. 

Seven  children  were  born  of  this  marriage;  Sarah  Andrews,  who 
married  Frank  C.  Plume  of  Waterbury;  Lucy  Wright  who  married 
Edwin  H.  English  of  New  Haven  and  died  in  1925;  Frank  Woodruff; 
John  Prescott,  who  died  in  1925;  Elizabeth  Hosmer  who  married 
Irving  H.  Chase  of  Waterbury;  Stephen  Wright,  Jr.,  who  died  in  1868,  ^ 
and  Charles  Poole. 
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CAPTAIN  FRANK  WOODRUFF  KELLOGG 


CAPTAIN  FRANK  WOODRUFF  KELLOGG,  United  States 
Navy,  retired,  whose  long  record  in  the  service  of  his  country  includes 
the  command  of  several  cruisers  and  battleships  and  participation 
in  the  battle  of  Manila  Bay  during  the  Spanish-American  war,  at 
which  he  was  wounded  while,  in  command  of  the  ammunition  division 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Baltimore,  under  Admiral  Dewey,  was  born  July  20, 
1857,  at  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  the  son  of  Stephen  Wright  and 
'  Lucia  Ilosmer  (Andrews)  Kellogg.  His  ancestry  includes  many 
notable  names  of  Colonial  origin,  as  set  forth  in  the  biography  of  bis 
father,  who  was  one  of  Connecticut’s  foremost  citizens,  which  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Captain  Kellogg  attended  Hopkins’  Grammar  School  at  New 
Haven,  Williston  Seminary  at  Easthampton,  Massachusetts,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  United  States  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis, 
Maryland,  with  the  class  of  1870.  He  was  commissioned  a  midship¬ 
man  in  1881;  ensign  in  1884;  lieutenant  junior  grade  in  1892;  lieutenant 
in  1896;  lieutenant  commander  in  1902;  commander  in  1907;  captain, 
1911.  Retired  as  captain,  United  States  navy,  June  30,  1914.  He 
served  as  watch  and  division  officer;  chief  engineer,  navigation  and 
executive  officer  on  various  vessels  and  commanded  the  U.  S.  S. 
Scorpion,  U.  S.  S.  Vixen,  U.  S.  S.  Amphitrite,  U.  S.  S.  Prairie,  U.  S.  S. 
Indiana,  U.  S.  S.  Maine,  U.  S.  S.  New  Jersey,  U.  S.  S.  North  Carolina. 

He  served  with  Admiral  A.  E.  K.  Benham  at  Rio  de  Janeiro 
during  the  Brazilian  rebellion  of  1894,  and  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Manila  Bay,  May  1,  1898,  as  related  above.  Upon  his  return  from 
Manila  in  October,  1899,  Lieutenant  Kellogg  was  presented  with  a 
testimonial  sword  by  the  citizens  of  Waterbury,  the  ceremony  taking 
place  on  the  bridge  of  an  ingenious  reproduction  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Baltimore  which  was  erected  for  the  purpose  on  the  Green.  Captain 
Kellogg  was  on  active  duty  at  the  Navy  Yard,  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  during  the  World  war,  as  second  in  command. 

Captain  Kellogg  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars, 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion, 
Military  Order  of  Foreign  Wars,  Spanish  War  Veterans  and  the 
American  Legion. 

His  clubs  include  the  University  club  of  New  York  city,  the  Army 
and  Navy  club  of  New  York  city,  the  Army  and  Navy  club  and 
Chevy  Chase  club  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  the  Racquet  club  of  Phila- 
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delphia,  and  the  Waterbury  club  and  the  Country  club  of  Waterbury. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Second  Congregational  church  of  Waterbury 
and  in  politics  is  a  Republican. 

Captain  Kellogg  married  Mary  Thompson  McConihe,  June  1, 
1901,  at  Troy,  New  York,  who  died  July  G,  1903,  at  Waterbury,  Conn. 
They  had  one  child,  Stephen  Wright  Kellogg,  born  April  27,  1902, 
who  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1925  and  now  resides  in  New  York 

City. 
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JOHN  PRESCOTT  KELLOGG 


JOHN  PRESCOTT  KELLOGG,  the  second  son  of  Stephen 
Wright  Kellogg  and  Lucia  Hosmer  Andrews,  was  born  in  Waterbury, 
Connecticut,  March  31,  1860.  His  ancestry  of  Colonial  settlers  and 
English  forebears  is  sketched  in  the  biographical  record  of  his  father 
and  mother  in  this  work. 

He  received  his  early  education  in  the  local  schools  and  prepared 
for  Yale  university  at  the  Waterbury  English  and  Classical  school 
under  Prof.  Isaac  Jennings,  a  well-known  educator  of  that  time.  As  a 
boy,  and  throughout  his  life,  he  was  devoted  to  athletic  sports  and, 
although  never  a  member  of  a  university  team  he  was  recognized 
as  possessing  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  game  of  football 
for  which  he  always  maintained  an  enthusiastic  interest.  In  college 
he  took  an  active  part  in  student  affairs  and  was  a  member  of  Delta 
Kappa  Epsilon  fraternity  and  of  the  Senior  society  of  Scroll  and  Key. 

He  was  graduated  from  Yale  college  in  1882  and  from  the  Yale 
Law  school  in  1884  and  was  then  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar. 
Soon  after  he  became  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Kellogg,  Burpee  & 
Kellogg  in  Waterbury,  and  later,  upon  the  retirement  in  1893,  of  Col. 
Lucien  F.  Burpee  from  the  firm,  was  associated  with  his  father  as 
Kellogg  &  Kellogg,  Attorneys,  until  the  father’s  death  in  1904. 
After  that  he  practiced  law  independently  until  1917  when  he  was 
appointed  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  by  Governor  Marcus  Hol- 
,  comb. 

Mr.  Kellogg  held  many  positions  of  importance  and  influence  in 
the  community.  He  was  president  of  the  Board  of  Councilmen, 
Waterbury,  from  1887  to  1891;  attorney  for  the  City  Court,  1891-3; 
town  attorney  for  the  town  of  Waterbury,  1891-5;  prosecuting 
attorney  for  the  District  Court  of  Waterbury,  1893-7;  corporation 
counsel  for  the  city  of  Waterbury  from  1896  to  1909  and  again  from 
July  1,  1911  to  January  1,  1912,  and  State’s  Attorney  for  Waterbury 
from  1897  to  1917.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Republican  Town  com¬ 
mittee  in  Waterbury  from  1895  to  1906  and  a  member  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  State  Central  committee  from  1898  to  1900.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  board  of  agents  for  the  Bronson  library  in  Waterbury  and  a 
trustee  of  St.  Margaret’s  school  for  Girls.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
American  Bar  association,  of  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  association, 
of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  and  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution.  In  church  relations  he  was  a  vestryman  of  St.  John’s 
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Episcopal  church,  Waterbury,  and  in  clubs  was  a  member  of  the 
University  club,  New  York,  the  Graduates’  club,  New  Haven,  the 
Waterbury  club  and  the  Country  club  of  Waterbury. 

In  military  affairs  he  was  at  one  time  captain  of  Company  A, 
Second  Regiment,  C.  N.  G.,  and  from  1890  to  1892  was  an  aide  on  the 
staff  of  General  Thomas  L.  Watson,  with  rank  of  captain. 

On  June  1,  1892,  he  was  married  to  Clara,  daughter  of  Colonel 
and  Airs.  Frederick  A.  Mason  of  Bridgeport.  They  had  three 
children,  Frederika,  who  married  Major  John  Hamilton  Jouett,  U.  S. 
Army,  Elizabeth  Hosmer  and  Rosemary. 

After  his  appointment  to  the  Superior  Court  in  1917,  Judge 
Kellogg  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  the  state  on  that  bench 
until  May  15,  1924,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Charles  A. 
Templeton  as  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Justice  Burpee.  In  January,  1925,  he  was 
appointed  for  a  full  term  of  eight  years  to  the  Supreme  Court  by 
Governor  John  II.  Trumbull  and  a  few  days  later  he  died,  January  16, 
1925,  from  a  cerebral  hemorrhage  at  his  home  in  Waterbury.  In  the 
words  of  Chief  Justice  George  W.  Wheeler,  he  was  “A  good  judge  and 
citizen  and  a  true  friend  and  man.” 
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CHARLES  POOLE  KELLOGG 

CHARLES  POOLE  KELLOGG,  former  secretary  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  and  one  of  the 
foremost  workers  for  social  welfare  in  the  state,  was  born  at  Water- 
bury,  Connecticut,  April  27, 1808,  the  son  of  the  Hon.  Stephen  Wright 
and  Lucia  Hosmer  (Andrews)  Kellogg.  On  both  sides  his  family 
has  been  prominent  in  public  service  and  his  ancestry  includes  many 
notable  men  who  have  left  the  impress  of  their  character  upon 
history  from  Colonial  days  to  the  present,  as  set  forth  in  the  biography 
of  his  father,  Stephen  Wright  Kellogg,  which  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

Mr.  Kellogg  attended  preparatory  schools  in  Waterbury,  St. 
Paul’s  school  at  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  and  Yale  university, 
receiving  degrees  of  A.  13.  in  1890  and  LL.B  in  1893.  While  in 
college  he  was  one  of  the  board  of  editors  of  the  Yale  Daily  News  and 
was  a  member  of  Psi  Upsilon  fraternity  and  of  the  Senior  society 
of  Skull  and  Bones.  His  first  business  connection  was  with  the* 
American  Pin  Company  of  Waterbury  in  1890,  which  he  left  a  year 
later  to  enter  the  Yale  Law  school.  From  1893  to  1895  he  was  in  his 
father’s  law  office  and  in  September,  1895  became  secretary  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Board  of  Charities  which,  in  1921,  was  reorganized 
as  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 

In  1900  he  was  an  official  delegate  from  the  state  to  the  Inter¬ 
national  Congress  of  Public  Relief  at  Paris,  the  International  Prison 
Congress  at  Brussels  and  an  International  Congress  of  Charity 
Organization  societies  at  London.  While  connected  with  the  State 
Board  and  Department  of  Welfare  Mr.  Kellogg  took  an  active  part  in 
developing  its  work  and  in  promoting  social  legislation,  particularly 
that  which  led  to  probation  work  in  the  courts,  state  aid  for  widows 
and  the  establishment  of  the  Child  Welfare  Bureau.  In  1909  he  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Connecticut  Conference  of  Social  Work 
and  also  of  the  Associated  Charities  in  Waterbury,  now  the  Lincoln 
House  Association. 

March  1,  1928,  Mr.  Kellogg  was  retired  at  his  own  request  from 
his  connection  with  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  after 
more  than  32  years  of  continuous  service  to  the  state.  During  all 
this  time  he  gave  his  close  personal  attention  to  the  work  of  the 
department  and  made  an  exhaustive  study  of  conditions  which 
demanded  betterment.  His  energetic  promotion  of  the  humane 
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legislation  which  has  done  so  much  to  alleviate  the  ills  of  the  un¬ 
fortunate  is  responsible  for  its  enactment  and  for  his  work  of  almost 
a  lifetime  the  state  owes  him  a  debt  of  gratitude.  Since  his  retire¬ 
ment  Mr.  Kellogg  has  lived  in  the  family  home  at  Waterbury. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Yale  club  of  New  York  city,  the  Graduates’ 
club  of  New  Haven,  the  University  club  of  Hartford,  the  Country 
club  of  Waterbury,  the  Watertown  Riding  club,  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution  and  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Second  Congregational  church  of  Waterbury  and  in 
politics  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  lover  of  out-of-door  life  and  is 
interested  in  literature  and  music. 
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EDWARD  W.  IIAZEN 


EDWARD  WARRINER  IIAZEN,  former  advertising  director 
of  the  Curtis  Publishing  Company  of  Philadelphia,  who  died  at  his 
home  in  Haddam,  January  9,  1929,  at  the  age  of  69,  was  horn  in 
Middletown,  Connecticut,  February  13,  1800,  the  third  son  of  Dr. 
Miner  C.  Hazen  and  Lemira  Rachael  (Judson)  Ilazen.  When  he  was 
a  few  months  old  the  family  removed  to  Iladdam,  where  the  father 
continued  the  practice  of  medicine  for  many  years,  and  where  the  five 
younger  children  were  born.  Edward  W.  Hazen  was  educated  at  the 
Brainerd  academy  in  Haddam,  at  the  Wadsworth  Street  school  in 
Hartford,  and  at  the  Wilbraham  academy,  Massachusetts.  He  taught 
school  most  of  the  time  between  the  age  of  17  and  25  and  later,  after 
some  experience  in  dairy  farming,  took  a  position  with  the  Benedict 
and  Burnham  foundry  in  Waterbury,  where  he  became  foreman  of  the 
rolling  mill.  For  a  few  years  lie  also  continued  his  fanning  operations, 
taking  care  personally  of  a  considerable  herd  of  cows  mornings  and 
nights,  and  working  in  the  mill  during  the  day,  driving  his  horse  the 
four  miles  each  way  between  the  farm  in  Oakville  and  the  foundry  in 

Waterbury. 

On  September  22,  1886,  he  married  Helen  A.  Russell,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Russell  of  Haddam,  Connecticut,  who  survives 

him. 

His  great  business  success  was  found  in  the  advertising  field. 
When  he  left  Waterbury  he  took  a  position  in  the  advertising  and 
circulation  department  of  the  old  Hartford  Post.  He  then  became 
advertising  director  in  New  York  for  the  Youth's  Companion  of 
Boston.  In  1900  he  entered  the  employment  of  the  Curtis  1  ublisliing 
company,  representing  it  for  seven  years  in  its  western  advertising 
field,  with  an  office  in  Chicago  and  then  for  eight  years  was  adver¬ 
tising  director  of  the  company  with  offices  in  New  York.  He  retired  in 
1915  to  devote  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  to  philanthropic  and 
public  interests  and  to  the  conservation  of  his  health.  He  resigned  at 
that  time  from  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Curtis  Publishing  com¬ 
pany  of  which  he  had  been  a  member  for  several  years.  He  con¬ 
tributed  largely  to,  and  shared  substantially  in,  the  remarkable  pros¬ 
perity  of  that  company. 

He  was  president  of  the  Millbrook  Dairy  Company  of  Middle- 
town  and  Meriden,  and  president  of  the  Saybrook  Dredging  Com¬ 
pany  of  Saybrook.  He  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Welker- 
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ITopps  Manufacturing  Company  of  Middletown  and  director  of  the 
Strathmore  Paper  Company  and  of  the  Eastern  States  Farmer’s 
Exchange  and  the  Eastern  States  Exposition  of  Springfield,  Mass. 
He  was  director  of  the  Middletown  National  bank,  resigning  but  a 
few  days  before  his  death  and  a  trustee  of  the  Farmers  and  Mech¬ 
anics  Savings  bank  of  Middletown. 

In  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  He  served  his  town  as  repre¬ 
sentative  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1917  and  represented  the  34th 
Senatorial  district  in  the  State  Senate  of  1919,  at  which  time  he  was 
Senate  chairman  of  the  committee  on  education  which  adopted  many 
important  and  wise  changes  in  the  school  laws.  During  the  war  he 
took  an  active  part  in  all  the  local  programs  and  money  raisings  of  the 
American  Red  Cross,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Liberty  Bond  and  other  cam¬ 
paigns. 

His  philanthropic  interests  and  activities  in  promotion  of 
the  public  welfare  were  numerous.  He  was  founder  and  president  of 
The  Edward  W.  Ilazen  Foundation,  Inc.,  of  Iladdam,  a  corporation 
organized  in  1925  to  give  permanence  to  his  philanthropic  and  benevo¬ 
lent  plans.  He  was  president  of  the  Middlesex  hospital  of  Middle- 
town;  vice  president  of  Junior  Achievement,  Inc.,  of  Springfield,  and  a 
director  of  Connecticut  Junior  Achievement,  Inc.,  and  of  the  Middle¬ 
sex  County  Farm  bureau,  a  trustee  of  Wesleyan  university,  and  con¬ 
nected  officially  with  many  branches  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association.  For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  international 
committee  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  its  successor,  the  national  council, 
of  which  he  was  member  of  the  general  board,  lie  was  for  a  long  time 
chairman  of  the  Connecticut  State  Executive  committee  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  a  director  of  the  Middlesex  county  Y,  and  a  director  of 
the  Middletown  Golf  club,  and  Middletown  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Mr.  Ilazen  made  possible  the  erection  of  a  new  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in 
Middletown  with  his  generous  gift  of  $170,000  to  assist  in  erecting  the 
building  so  recently  opened.  He  was  almost  solely  responsible  for  the 
organization  and  development  of  the  rural  type  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  in 
Connecticut  and  maintained  for  many  years  an  especial  interest  in 
country  youth.  He  had  been  for  several  years  chairman  of  the 
local  Iladdam  school  board,  a  deacon  in  the  First  Congregational 
church  of  Iladdam,  and  an  officer  or  member  of  the  board  for  many 
other  local  organizations. 

Mr.  Ilazen  was  a  member  of  the  following  clubs:  The  Union 
League,  Manhattan  of  New  York;  Colony,  of  Springfield;  Commodore 
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and  Laurentian  clubs  of  Canada;  Middletown  Golf  club,  Dubsdread 
Country  club  of  Orlando,  Florida,  and  the  Aloma  Country  club  of 
Winter  Park,  Florida;  also  of  the  Amston  Lake  club  of  Amston,  and 
Quotonset  Golf  club  of  Westbrook.  He  was  a  member  of  Granite 
lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  Haddam. 

Besides  his  residence  in  Iladdam,  in  connection  with  which  he 
operated  a  large  dairy  and  fruit  farm,  he  maintained  a  summer  cottage 
in  Westbrook,  and  a  winter  home  in  Winter  Park,  Florida. 
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EBEN  FISKE  APPLETON  PUTNAM 


EBEN  FISKE  APPLETON  PUTNAM,  president  and  general 
manager  and  a  director  of  the  Greenwich  Water  and  Gas  Company, 
of  Greenwich,  and  of  many  other  public  utilities  corporations  through¬ 
out  New  England,  was  born  in  Danvers,  Massachusetts,  April  23, 
1891. 

He  is  a  son  of  Major  Eben  Putnam,  a  native  of  Salem,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  of  Florence  M.  (Tucker)  Putnam,  of  Roxbury,  Mass. 
His  ancestry  on  both  sides  is  of  old  Yankee  stock.  The  first  in  the 
family  in  America  was  John  Putnam  who  settled  in  Salem,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  in  1641,  coming  from  Aston,  Abbotts,  Buckinghamshire, 
England,  a  locality  in  which  the  family  had  lived  since  1100,  holding 
prominent  place  in  the  counties  of  Buckinghamshire  and  Hertford¬ 
shire.  They  derived  their  descent  from  Roger,  who  at  the  time  of 
the  great  Domesday  Survey,  1066,  held  Puttenham  which  place 
gave  name  to  one  branch  of  his  family.  The  Putnam  family  of  Essex 
County  has  supplied  many  noted  men.  The  line  of  descent  of  Eben 
F.  Putnam  from  John  is  as  follows — John,  Capt.  John,  Lieut.  James, 
James  D.,  Eben,  Eben,  Eben,  Prof.  Frederic  to  Major  Eben,  Eben 
Fiske  Appleton. 

Florence  M.  (Tucker)  Putnam  is  descended  from  Morris  Tucker 
from  southern  England  to  Salisbury,  Mass.,  about  1660.  One  of  her 
ancestors  was  Lieutenant  Ezra  Tucker  who  was  at  Battle  White 
Plains,  1776. 

Air.  Putnam’s  ancestry  includes  such  families  as  Appleton,  Fisk, 
Ward,  Waldron,  Gibbs,  Slieafe,  Webb,  Mooars,  Hardy,  Thurston, 
Sparhawk,  Adams,  Tufts,  Hathorne,  Porter,  Phippen,  Purrington, 
Libby  families  settled  from  Portland,  Maine  to  Hartford,  Con¬ 
necticut,  chiefly  centering  in  Suffolk,  Essex  and  Middlesex  coun¬ 
ties. 

Airs.  Putnam’s  paternal  ancestors  were  chiefly  among  the  early 
settlers  from  Plymouth  colony,  Rhode  Island  and  along  the  Sound, 
to  the  Hudson  Valley,  and  include  Lines,  Straight,  Mowle,  Knap, 
Tobey,  Knott,  etc. 

Air.  Putnam’s  grandfather  was  the  distinguished  anthropologist, 
Frederick  Ward  Putnam,  connected  with  Harvard  University  from 
1855  when  he  first  studied  under  Louis  Agassiz  to  his  death  in  1915 
having  been  director  of  the  Peabody  Museum  since  1876.  He  was 
also  head  of  the  Anthropological  departments  of  the  American 
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Museum  in  New  York  and  of  the  University  of  California.  Mr. 
Putnam’s  father,  Major  Eben  Putnam,  is  the  official  historian  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  in  the  World  War  and  has  held 
the  position  of  National  Historian  of  the  American  Legion  since  1919. 
He  served  with  the  A.  E.  F.  in  France. 

Eben  F.  Putnam  was  educated  at  Wellesley  high  school  (Massa¬ 
chusetts),  was  graduated  at  Staunton  (Virginia)  Military  Academy, 
1909.  He  entered  Norwich  university  (Northfield,  Vermont)  the  fall 
following,  leaving  at  close  of  first  year  to  transfer  to  Harvard;  to 
engage  in  special  engineering  course.  He  left  school  in  1912  to  enter 
the  commercial  engineering  department  of  the  General  Electric 
Company  at  Harrison,  New  Jersey.  In  April,  1913,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  The  Connecticut  Light  &  Power  Company  at  Greenwich, 
as  commercial  agent  doing  new  business  work.  He  was  transferred 
to  Norwalk  office  of  The  Connecticut  Light  and  Power  Company  in 
1914  where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1915  when  he  was  made 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Naugatuck  district  of  the  company,  , 
which  included  Naugatuck  and  Seymour.  In  1916  he  was  made 
commercial  agent  at  Waterbury  in  charge  of  new  business  activities 
in  Waterbury,  Naugatuck,  Seymour  and  surrounding  towns.  In 
February,  1917  he  was  appointed  district  superintendent  of  The 
Connecticut  Light  and  Power  Company  at  Greenwich,  in  charge  of 
the  company’s  operations  there  until  October  1919,  when  he  was 
promoted  to  be  district  manager  of  the  same  company  at  Norwalk. 
He  remained  in  charge  of  the  gas  and  electric  operations  and  property 
in  the  Norwalk  District,  including  New  Canaan,  Wilton  and  surround¬ 
ing  territory,  until  April  1925  when  he  was  transferred  to  New  Britain 
as  district  manager  of  the  New  Britain  district  of  the  Connecticut 
Light  and  Power  Company  which  includes  the  surrounding  towns  of 
Berlin,  Newington,  Plainville  and  Southington. 

Mr.  Putnam  left  this  position  on  February  1st,  1926  to  become 
president  of  the  Greenwich  Water  and  Gas  Company  and  its  various 
operating  subsidiaries  with  headquarters  at  Greenwich.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  president  and  general  manager  of  Greenwich  Water 
and  Gas  Company  and  subsidiaries,  which  include  seven  gas  properties 
and  four  water  properties  in  New  York  and  New  England  states. 
He  is  vice-president  of  the  New  Rochelle  Water  Company,  supplying 
a  large  territory  in  Westchester  county  including  New  Rochelle, 
Pelham  Manor,  North  Pelham,  Bronxville,  Tuckahoe,  Eastchester, 
Ardslcy,  Dobbs  Ferry,  Hastings. 
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Mr.  Putnam  organized  the  Greenwich  Gas  Company  in  1925 
and  directed  the  installation  of  gas  mains  throughout  the  town  of 
Greenwich  which  up  to  this  time,  have  never  had  gas  service.  He 
built  this  company  up  in  two  years  and  a  half  to  its  present  successful 
status  with  over  3500  customers  and  a  substantial  business.  The 
installation  of  gas  in  Greenwich  filled  a  long  felt  need  and  did  a  great 
deal  to  accelerate  the  growth  and  development  of  the  town.  Assisted 
in  the  negotiations  and  purchase  of  the  Greenwich  Water  Company 
and  Port  Chester  Water  Works,  putting  all  three  of  these  companies 
into  a  new  holding  company  which  was  formed  and  called  the  Green¬ 
wich  Water  and  Gas  Company.  Subsequently  other  gas  properties 
were  added.  St.  Johnsbury,  Barre,  Springfield,  and  St.  Albans, 
Vermont,  were  acquired  and  the  Vermont  Lighting  Corporation 
became  one  of  the  subsidiaries  of  the  Greenwich  Water  and  Gas 
Company.  Bristol  and  Warren  Water  Works  was  also  acquired  by 
this  company  and  the  North  Attleboro  and  Ware  gas  properties  in 
Massachusetts  are  managed  from  Greenwich.  He  is  now  engaged  in 
the  co-ordination  of  water  supply  activities  in  Westchester  County 
and  Greenwich  which  are  now  under  the  same  control.  Mr.  Putnam 
is  also  a  director  in  the  F.  L.  Putnam  and  Company,  Inc.,  Investment 
Bankers,  Boston,  Hartford,  Providence  and  New  York. 


The  military  record  of  Mr.  Putnam  follows:  Former  member 
Vermont  National  Guard,  Sergeant  Greenwich  Military  Police,  1918, 
Disqualified  for  active  service  during  war  on  account  of  broken  leg 
and  ankle.  Served  as  local  industrial  chairman  of  various  War  drives. 
Inspector  for  the  United  States  Fuel  Administration,  member  of 
Citizens’  Committee  of  Greenwich  which  super  vised  and  co-ordinated 
the  war  activities  of  the  community. 

Public  office  held  by  him  are:  President  Greenwich  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  1928-1929. 

He  is  an  officer  and  director  also  in  The  Southern  Connecticut 
Real  Estate  Company;  Glenville  Power  and  Water  Company;  vice 
president,  Bristol  and  Warren  Water  Works  (Rhode  Island);  vice 
president,  New  Rochelle  Water  Company  (New  York);  president, 
Greenwich  Chamber  of  Commerce;  president  and  director  of  Ded¬ 
ham  (Mass.),  Water  Company;  president,  Norwalk  Country  Club 
in  1925.  Upon  leaving  Norwalk  in  1925  he  was  made  one  of  three 
honorary  life  members  of  the  Norwalk  club,  the  oldest  business  men’s 
club  in  that  city.  He  was  independent  in  politics  during  early  life 
but  in  late  years  has  been  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party. 
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Mr.  Putnam  is  a  member  of:  St.  John’s  Ixxlge  No.  6,  F.  and  A. 
M.,  Norwalk,  Monker  Grotto,  Our  Brothers  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Nor¬ 
walk,  Kabaosa  Encampment,  Norwalk,  Iv.  of  P.,  Greenwich,  Indian 
Harbor  Yacht  Club,  Greenwich,  Milbrook  County  Club,  Greenwich, 
Masonic  Club,  Greenwich,  Rotary  Club  (also  director)  Greenwich, 
University  Club,  Boston,  Norwich  Club  of  New  York,  Fly  Fishers 
Club  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Freeman  of  the  Company  of  the  Mass.  Bay 
in  New  England,  American  Gas  Association,  New  England  Gas  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Connecticut  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  New  England  Water 
Works  Association,  American  Water  Works  Association,  Norwalk 
Club,  Norwalk,  Conn. 

Mr.  Putnam  attends  the  Second  Congregational  Church  at 
Greenwich.  He  was  married  at  Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  October  30, 
1915,  to  Miss  Frenelia  Lillian  Uhle  who  is  a  member  of  the  D.  A.  R. 
and  Travel  Club  of  Greenwich.  She  is  a  descendant  of  John  Henrich 
Uhl  who  came  from  the  Oakatubate  to  Duchess  County,  New  York, 
about  1708  and  whose  descendant  Captain  Frederick  Uhle,  who 
served  in  the  American  Revolution,  was  IMrs.  Putnam’s  great  grand¬ 
father.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Frederick  L.  Uhle  and  Ottilie  Emma 
(Schmidt)  Uhle.  The  latter’s  father,  a  prosperous  manufacturer, 
left  Germany  in  1870,  because  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  government 
and  after  a  short  residence  in  England  came  to  Connecticut,  to  spend 
his  declining  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Putnam  have  one  daughter,  Muriel  Adelaide 
Putnam,  born  November  7th,  1921,  at  Norwalk,  Conn.  She  resides 
with  her  parents  at  West  Brother  Drive,  Greenwich,  Connecticut. 
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